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- DECISION - 

the only place in this area with 

Watch for these circulars in 
your area for this week!

H & L Super Valu - Buffalo
Kennedy’s Foods - Hettinger
Menard’s Inc.
New England Community Store -
     New England
Oien Grocery - Mott
Regent Co-op - Regent 
R Family Market - Elgin
Scranton Super Valu - Scranton
Runnings - Baker
Runnings - Hettinger

 Sunday morning - - Me Me looked 
out the Time Machine window, no-
ticed people walking down the street 
- - “What Next?” Me Me questioned 
for according to the Calendar it said 
Sunday, February 11 - - what’s hap-
pening - - Me Me had heard about a 
Valentine party. Maybe that’s it - may-
be they are going to prepare for the 
party - no other explanation suited Me 
Me’s questionable heart - - and it al-
ways had a question because Me Me 
learned if you never ask questions, 
you never have answers - - and may-
be that was the answer.
 Strange thing about community 
members out walking - - now there 
were pickups and cars also on the 
street and the strangest observation 
was that children also were seen and 
they just walked by the children’s 
park, not stopping to play - -.
 “What next?” questioned Me Me, 
so decided to take the time and check 
it out - followed the crowd but had a hard time un-
derstanding why there was no invitation to this event. 
After all Me Me was the winner of the contest, brought 
all this information back to the community - - now - -.
 Well anyway Me Me followed the crowd, placing all 
thoughts and feelings aside - - just went to see what 
was so important.
 As Me Me walked down the block a few said Good 
Morning, but basically all were pretty engrossed in 
their own thoughts, plus many were checking their 
emails - one almost tripped but they were definitely 
on a mission and by now Me Me was determined to 
find out what it was - -.
 Mission finally seen - - people were walking up the 
steps to the old stone church that sat at the end of 
town. Me Me had forgotten about that part of life for 
being in the Time Machine for a year - - well - seemed 
like a good idea to follow the crowd and see what 
happens.
 A visiting speaker, Pastor Joe, had been called in, 
he had lived here many years ago when Me Me was 
very young. He was energetic, had left the community 
to further his education and everyone loved him. He 
made people laugh, so it was no wonder people came 
from everywhere - not just to hear him but to see him 

again - even Me Me was excited to see him.
 Mayor gave intro and Pastor Joe began - -.
 “Been away for a long time, studied, traveled to 
poor countries, helped build homes for homeless, 
watched people. Then one day as I saw the world 
as it is I questioned who do I want to be most like- - 
this I had to take into consideration. So I put myself 
on hold for awhile. Who has been an inspiration to 
me. Questions? Then one day as I was out doing 
my duties I saw a young man pushing a wheel chair 
for an older man. The man was smiling, they were 
joking. I stopped to talk to both. I questioned the 
young man - he said “my mom told me I had to 
push Mr. Jones down the street every day. I pro-
tested but it’s the best thing I have ever done. Mr. 
Jones is now my very best friend!”
 Then I remembered the story I heard when very 
little about a man that was forced to help Jesus car-
ry his cross - Simon was his name.
 Me Me had never heard that story before. I need 
to put that one in the Time Machine capsule so it 
will always be embedded deep in my heart - - and 
Me Me left.

MAGIC WORD
 Valentines Day, Lent all on the same day. What does it signify - - 
Question. Have you ever questioned why we have this business person 
in town and why would they want to be here - -.
 Possibly it’s because they love the area, they love the people, they 
have friends, relatives here - - maybe the magic word is love.
 How about this week returning some  love to them - a thank you, a 
smile, a handshake.
 Believe it or not, every penny you spend in your community comes 
back to you with the taxes that help support your community - -.
 Maybe Valentines Day and Ash Wednesday have a greater mean-
ing - love the work you can do to promote your special place.
 Again the Eido is filled with uplifting stories. Thank you to advertis-
ers who allow us to give you the paper - no charge - that’s called LOVE.



Eido 
Connect
we’re here 
to help you 
grow your 
business!

11,800 
copies 

MAILED 
EACH 
WEEK

Page 2 - Saturday, February 10, 2024 Eido/Connect Country “Decision” Mott - 701-824-2605    -    Bowman - 701-523-4577

thru 3-9

2-10,17



Dinner
11 | FEBRUARY | SUNDAY

11-1 PM

Valentine 's Day

PLEASE JOIN US FOR
OUR  ANNUAL

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
SCRANTON, ND

WE WILL BE SERVING ROAST BEEF,
TURKEY AND ALL THE TRIMMINGS,

SALADS, AND HOMEMADE
DESSERTS

FREE WILL OFFERING

Give Away!
Mia  is approx. 4 yrs old, 
spaded. Tabitha is about 4 
months old. Both person-
able cats who love attention. 
Both in good health. MUST 
GO TOGETHER/WILL NOT 
SEPERATE! For more info 
call nicole at (701)824-4585

Pantry Items can be dropped off at 
Tri-State Chiropractic or 

at the Church the day of the benefit
For more information -

Chuck Whitney - 523-3239

Bowman Lions Club

Super Bowl
Soup & Sandwich Benefit
Sunday, February 11, 2024
10:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Bowman Lutheran Church

Pantry Items 

Also Welcome
Free Will Offering 

for Lunch

A2Z PRINTING - BOWMAN ND - 701-523-4656 • 888-768-4656

Proceeds will benefit the
Bowman & Amidon Community Cupboards 
& Lions Medical Fund





Jim’s Repair 
& Implement

Bowman, ND
701-523-5579

Farm Tractors &
Equipment Repair
Interstate Batteries
Crary Products

Jim - 701-523-3372
Sheldon - 701-206-1190

Mike & Jodi Tivey
205 1st St. SE • Bowman, ND 58623

701-523-5647 • 800-869-8096
bowglass@gmail.com

• Auto • Home • CommerCiAl • House WindoWs
• GArAGe doors & door openers

Mobile Tire Repair • Complete Automotive Care
We Now have Beet Juice for Tractor Tires

Call today to make an appointment 275-8169

Scranton, ND

Scranton 
            Equity Feeds

Feeds

S

Bowman Chiropractic Clinic
James O. Stafford D.C.

15 N. Main St.
Bowman, ND 58623

701-523-4830

• Manual • Activator 
• Acupuncture

701-523-7707
16 W. Divide • Bowman, ND

Fox Hills 
Fencing

• Farm & Commercial 
Fencing

• Waterline Installation
• Erosion Control

• Trenching

701-260-0702
Bowman, ND

Tri-State 
Chiropractic

Center
Charles F. Whitney, D.C.

Office Hours by Appt.

111 4th St. NW
PO Box 176

Bowman, ND 58623
701-523-3239

Weston Hafner, D.D.S.
Caitlin Hafner, D.D.S.

Kevin Miller Construction
Bowman, ND

Kevin & Roxanne Miller
701-523-5769 (home) • 701-523-1207 (cell)

Gravel & Scoria Sales
• Dump Truck • Excavation • Gravel Hauling 
• Pay Loader • Grading Road & Site Prep.

• Scraper • Dirt Work • Culvert Sales

Prairie         Dental, Inc.
Dr. Pat Kelly ~ Dr. Jennifer Sarsland

608 Hwy 12 W • PO Box 710
Bowman North Dakota 58623

701-523-3255

Dr. Jennifer Sarsland
Dr. Kevin Mark

12 6th  Ave SW
Bowman, ND 58623

www.prairiedentalinc.com

Prairie         Dental, Inc.
Dr. Pat Kelly ~ Dr. Jennifer Sarsland

608 Hwy 12 W • PO Box 710
Bowman North Dakota 58623

701-523-3255

http://www.dakotadentalcenter.com

20 - 1st Ave. SW  
Bowman, ND
701-523-5651 27193  R7-21

A personalized financial strategy 
based on your values.

Bryan Clendenen, FIC, CLTC®

Financial Associate
112 N Main St, Bowman, ND 58623
701-523-3953

701-523-3255

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING AND DIRT MOVING NEEDS

LUDLOW, SOUTH DAKOTA

- Office -
605-576-3301

- Hunter Kalisiak - 
701-523-1289

- Cody Holmes - 
605-200-0532

109 South Main • PO Box 357
Bowman, ND 58623

701-523-3340

ARCHITECTURE     ENGINEERING     SURVEYING

Bids will be opened at 
7pm on Thursday, March 

7th, 2024. The Baker 
Rural Fire District board 

of directors, has the 
right to accept or reject 

any or all bids. For more 
information call 

Tom at 406 978 3473.

FOR SALE ON BIDS

The Baker Rural Fire 
District is accepting 

bids on a 2000 gallon  
fiberglass tank. The Tank 
has 2 dumps and 2 - 3"  

fill lines, ladder included. 
Tank is located at the 

Baker Rural Fire station, 
Baker Mt.

Bids need to be received on or before March 7th, 2024 

Home for Sale by Owner 
Call (701) 300.2015 for more 
information and/or check out 
our Bismanonline.com and 

 

FOR RENT

8 x 10 Cold Storage Units Located in
Elgin, ND

Weather and rodent proof
steel sides with wooden floors

$80.00 a month
Call Cross Roads Inn

701-584-2752 thru 3-9c





EOW





Eido 
Connect

Mailed each week
with 

11,800 
copies to every 

household in the 
these 

communities.

North Dakota
Almont
Amidon
Beach
Belfield RR
Bowman
Lefor
Taylor RR
Richardton RR
Glen Ullin RR
New England
Regent
Mott
New Leipzig
Elgin
Carson

Flasher
Raleigh 
Reeder
Golva
Marmarth 
Medora
Rhame
Scranton
Sentinel Butte
Hettinger

South Dakota
Lemmon
Keldron
Morristown
McIntosh

Watauga
Bison
Meadow
Lodgepole
Prairie City
Reva
Redig
Ludlow
Camp Crook 
Buffalo

Montana
Baker
Ekalaka
Ismay
Plevna
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Licensed and Insured

Road Building - Site Work - Engineered Fills
Land Clearing - Drainage - Feedlots - Tree Row Removal

Dig Footings and Foundations
Demolition Services - Snow Removal - Gravel Available

Contact: Lee at 701-891-8212
Isaiah Cook 1-701-891-8214

Website: Libertydirtworkllc.com
tfn

Liberty Dirtwork LLC
Specializing In Dirtwork

 “FREE SITE ASSESSMENT”
EQUIPMENT: Scrapers - Motor Grader - Excavator - Dozer - Loader  

Dump Truck - Belly Dump 

2-10,17

2-10,24
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thru  3-2 2024

701-523-5275 Office Phone:

 Farm Credit Services of Mandan is an equal opportunity provider.

You have your dream. We can help you protect it.
At Farm Credit Services of Mandan, we personalize 

your crop coverage needs to fit your goals.
We offer  a variety of  insurance including:

MPCI,  Hai l ,  PRF, and LRP Insurance.

We are proud to represent Great American, Rain and Hail, RCIS, and NAU.
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 [February 2nd, 2024] – Roo-
sevelt Custer Regional Council 
is excited to announce their 
upcoming Annual Meeting on 
March 7th, 2024, at the 701 So-
cial located in Blue 42 Sports 
Grille and Bar.  
 Our Annual Meeting serves 
as a platform for the Regional 
Council to reflect on the accom-
plishments and challenges from 
the past year.  Key highlights to 
be discussed include the suc-
cessful lending of loan funds, 
the Regional Workforce Market-
ing Campaign, and the comple-
tion of our Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Development Strategy.
 Roosevelt Custer extends an 
invitation to the public to join us 
for this open and free event, no 
RSVP required. 
 Event Details:
Date: March 7th, 2024
Time: 5:30pm MST
Venue: The 701 Social, Upper 
Level of Blue 42 Sports Grille & 
Bar, Dickinson, North Dakota

Roosevelt Custer Regional Council Annual 
Meeting: Reflecting on a year of Progress

 The Annual Meeting agenda 
will include:
5:30pm - Social and Supper
6:15pm - Business Meeting
6:30pm - Presentation
7:00pm - Q and A
7:15pm – Closing and Final Re-
marks
 About Roosevelt Custer Re-
gional Council:
 The Roosevelt Custer Re-
gional Council proudly serves 
as the Economic Development 
District for Southwest North 
Dakota. With a mission to fos-
ter rural innovation, promote 
regional collaboration, nurture 
leadership, bolster tourism, and 
drive economic and communi-
ty development, the Regional 
Council is committed to advanc-
ing the region’s prosperity. 
 Interested parties are not re-
quired to RSVP.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Shannon 
the Regional Program Coordi-
nator, at shannon@roosevelt-
custer.com or 701-483-1241.

Jim’s Repair 
& Implement

Bowman, ND
701-523-5579

Farm Tractors &
Equipment Repair
Interstate Batteries
Crary Products

Jim - 701-523-3372
Sheldon - 701-206-1190

Bowman Chiropractic Clinic
James O. Stafford D.C.

15 N. Main St.
Bowman, ND 58623

701-523-4830

• Manual • Activator 
• Acupuncture

701-523-7707
16 W. Divide • Bowman, ND

Tri-State 
Chiropractic

Center
Charles F. Whitney, D.C.

Office Hours by Appt.

111 4th St. NW
PO Box 176

Bowman, ND 58623
701-523-3239

Weston Hafner, D.D.S.
Caitlin Hafner, D.D.S.

Kevin Miller Construction
Bowman, ND

Kevin & Roxanne Miller
701-523-5769 (home) • 701-523-1207 (cell)

Gravel & Scoria Sales
• Dump Truck • Excavation • Gravel Hauling 
• Pay Loader • Grading Road & Site Prep.

• Scraper • Dirt Work • Culvert Sales

Prairie         Dental, Inc.
Dr. Pat Kelly ~ Dr. Jennifer Sarsland

608 Hwy 12 W • PO Box 710
Bowman North Dakota 58623

701-523-3255

Dr. Jennifer Sarsland
Dr. Kevin Mark

12 6th  Ave SW
Bowman, ND 58623

www.prairiedentalinc.com

Prairie         Dental, Inc.
Dr. Pat Kelly ~ Dr. Jennifer Sarsland

608 Hwy 12 W • PO Box 710
Bowman North Dakota 58623

701-523-3255

http://www.dakotadentalcenter.com

20 - 1st Ave. SW  
Bowman, ND
701-523-5651

701-523-3255

109 South Main • PO Box 357
Bowman, ND 58623

701-523-3340

ARCHITECTURE     ENGINEERING     SURVEYING

• Custom Windows & Doors
• Siding
• Decks
• Roofing
• Seamless Gutters

Seth Springer,
Licensed Contractor

701.264.0770
seth.springer94@gmail.com

Bowman, ND

Call for a FreeEstimate!

“World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names and  
marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC. For details,  
visit worldsmostethicalcompanies.com.

Bryan Clendenen 
FIC, CLTC®

Financial Associate
112 N Main St
Bowman, ND 58623
701-523-3953

27193  R4-23

2012 - 2023
Thrivent was named one of 
the “World’s Most Ethical 

Companies” by Ethisphere 
12 years in a row.

A personalized 
financial approach 
based on your values.

Bowman, ND and surrounding area

SPECIALIZING IN SMALL PROJECTS

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING AND DIRT MOVING NEEDS

LUDLOW, SOUTH DAKOTA

- Office -
605-576-3301

- Hunter Kalisiak - 
701-523-1289

- Cody Holmes - 
605-200-0532 SCOTT STEINER

cell: 605.641.9429
steinerflooring@hotmail.com

Bowman/Scranton Area

Carpet Cleaning
Fire & Water Damage
Restoration Specialist

Ask about our hourly rates!

Leah Benz Katie Noreen
www.benznoreen.com

B N Benz
FINANCIAL

Noreen
B N Benz

FINANCIAL
Noreen

Income Taxes Accounting
15 S. Main Street | Bowman, ND 58623 | 701-523-5696

Consulting ServicesPayroll
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Bulls are at the ranch. 
View ahead of sale along with cows & herd bulls.

Sparks Herefords and 7C Herefords 

Selling 40 coming 2-yr. old Horned Hereford Bulls, registered 
and commercial, at the ranch, 15 miles south of Plevna, MT 

on February 24, 2024 at 1:00 pm with lunch at noon

Call Tom 406-778-2320, Will 406-853-6758 or George 406-853-3523 
View at www.sparksherefords.com or on Facebook

Submitted by 
Kari (Erickson) Mayer
 The Andrew Erickson barn 
was officially nominated by the 
North Dakota Historic Preser-
vation Review Board in October 
2023 and was accepted by the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in December 2023. The 
National Register of Historic 
Places, established by the Sec-
retary of the Interior under pro-
visions of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1990, is the 
official list of the Nation’s cultur-
al properties worthy of preserva-
tion. 
 According to the nomina-
tion, the Andrew Erickson Barn 
sits on the property purchased 
by Andrew and Mayme Erick-
son, of Swedish and Norwegian 
descent respectively, in roughly 
1939 from Mike Kamanda who 
homesteaded the place. The 
barn is located on the east side 
of Highway 8, north and east 
of Hettinger, in Adams Coun-
ty. Andrew’s home place was 
to the north a few miles and 
Mayme’s home place was to 
the west a few miles, so this 
location was a perfect location 
to begin their family. Andrew 
(05/05/1911-02/20/2010) and 
wife Mayme Thormodsgard Er-
ickson (01/25/1918-09/28/2006) 
grew their family of eight surviv-
ing children, raising dairy and 
beef cattle, horses, and farming 
wheat and alfalfa hay for feed. 
Their livelihood was dependent 
upon this barn and the cows 
milked and raised there. An-
drew was drafted to World War 
II to Fort Snelling, Minneapolis, 
MN, and appeared for enlist-
ment. However, upon hearing 
he had three young children, a 
wife, and a dairy and beef farm 
to take care of, he was told to 
go home. This dairy barn sent 
milk in 8-gallon cream cans by 
way of the Milwaukee Railroad 
– first to Aberdeen, SD and then 
finally to the Mandan Creamery 
in Mandan, ND.
 As cited in the nomination, 
“North Dakota’s early agricul-
ture picture saw 80% of families 
living on farms and 80% of farm 
income coming from wheat. 
This led to a push to introduce 
dairying as a means to diversify 
the economy after experiencing 
some drought years. Dairying 
really began in North Dako-
ta in the 1890s with the North 
Dakota Agricultural Experiment 
Station in Fargo starting a Dairy 
Department in 1894 and man-
aging a dairy herd. The num-
ber of creameries and factories 
in the state quickly increased 
and then doubled again in less 
than 10 years. A second Exper-
iment Station in Hettinger, ND 
was opened in 1909 to further 
research dairy. The numbers 
in 1912 included approximate-
ly 191,000 milk cows and 86 
creameries in the state. Since 
1913, better practices increased 

production of dairy, which first 
led to an increase in farms 
with dairy cattle but then also 
resulted in a reduction of total 
cows and facilities in the state. 
The North Dakota Department 
of Agriculture’s map of dairy 
farms listed on 44 Grade A and 
2 Grade B dairy farms as of April 
11, 2022. Prior to this push for 
commercialization, dairy labor 
was undervalued and consid-
ered women’s work so an ad-
equate number of mail dairy 
laborers to hire did not exist. 
Additionally, dairy products had 
primarily been traded previously 
so were not seen as great in-
come contributions for the farm, 
which limited many individual 
farmers’ willingness to make 
investments to increase opera-
tion.”
 Built in 1952, the barn was 
designed as a dairy barn by 
Haynes Equity, who served as 
the architect, and built by Don-
ald Rose, Sr., New England, 
ND. The plan was specific for 
a maximum of 16 dairy cows. 
Today, it is used for horses, heif-
ers, and cold storage. 
 The dairy barn measures 
30’ x 100’ with 3’ deep concrete 
footings plus an additional 3’ 
concrete wall on top of the foot-
ings. The electrical is all wired 
in conduit. The roof utilized a 
rare type for North Dakota – the 
Gothic arch. According to the 
North Dakota Cultural Resourc-
es Survey, less than 3.5% of 
rectangular-plan barns have an 
arched roof and only 10 were 
built between 1945 and 1960. 
The barn suffered a major hail-
storm in 1990, which resulted in 
the replacement of cedar shin-
gles with steel, the west door 
with a vertical lift door, and one 
pane out of one window was 
replaced. No other alterations 
have been made to this barn.
 The original design included 
an open dirt floor and no hay 
mow as Andrew Erickson felt 
it would be too enclosed and 
crowded for his wishes. Once 
he added the milking machines, 
he added a concrete slab on the 
west end that was approximate-
ly 30’x10’ to make the milking 
area more sanitary and easier 
to clean. The feed room also 
had a concrete floor that helped 
protect the feed in the enclosed 
room. All the posts and beams 
are in their original form. 
 The walls are sheeted with 
horizontal 1” x 10” planks and 
clad in horizontal cedar lap sid-
ing. The roof is also sheeted 
with planks first and then the 
curved steel for the roof. Lynn 
Erickson, a son of Andrew and 
Mayme’s, installed the metal 
roof with his four-man crew con-
struction business (Lynn Erick-
son Construction). 
 Windows are located only on 
the south side and have never 
been replaced since they were 
installed with the exception of 

one pane in one window. There 
are nine windows with each 
being 28” x 34”. Each window 
has four vertical panes. The 
placement on only one side was 
done primarily for maintenance 
reasons and choosing the south 
side made sense due to the 
sun. The 3’ concrete sidewall 
increased weather protection of 
the barn as well as insulation in 
the summer and winter. 
 There were originally two 
sliding doors, one on the west 
end and one on the east end. 
The west door was replaced 
with a vertical lift door, roughly 
in 2018, due to deterioration but 
the original exterior sliding track 
is still in place. The door on the 
east end was rebuilt around 
2000 with a wood frame covered 
with ribbed steel. There is no 
pedestrian door. Small doors on 
the west and east ends, above 
the main doors, for a hay mow 
are original. They were installed 
in case Andrew ever decided to 
add a hay mow. He never did, 
so the doors have never been 
used. 
 After the barn was erected, 
an unattached 18’ x 40’ silo was 
built on the northeast corner of 
the barn without a roof. A few 
years later, a small room with 
a sliding door on the east was 
built between the barn and silo 
and used as an elevator room. 
The silage stored in the silo 
would be pitched out into the 
silo chute and as it would hit 
the elevator shaft below, the 
elevator would then push it into 
the wagon. There is not access 
between this room and the barn 
and it stands empty today.
 The dairy cattle came in the 
east door and were fed first in 
the large open area. Then, they 
were trained to come towards 
the milking area where they 
were tied with a short rope to 
be milked, first by hand and lat-
er by machine. There are three 
10’ x 10’ stalls in the southwest 
corner that were used for bucket 
calves and horses as the need 
arose. There is an enclosed 
room inside the barn on the 
northwest side, opposite the 
stalls, that stored grain for the 
dairy cattle. 
 Andrew and Mayme lived 
on this farm until heading to a 
retirement home in the early 
2000s. Mayme passed away 
in 2006, followed by Andrew 
in February 2010. Their son 
Vern and his wife Dyanne took 
over the farm and live there to 
this day. The dairy barn hosted 
a Semi-Retirement Party and 
Dance for Vern in the summer 
of 2011. Over 80 people were 
served a meal and danced to 
a DJ throughout the night, con-
tinuing the tradition of hosting 
social events in the barn. The 
furthest guest in attendance 
was Vern’s Agriculture Work Ex-
change employee from 1992 of 
New South Wales.

Andrew Erickson Barn North Dakota National Register of Historic Places

 According to the Common 
Farm and Ranch Barns in North 
Dakota Multiple Property Doc-
umentation Form, all resourc-
es eligible under the context 
should be considered eligible 
under Criterion A “for their con-
tributions to the broad patterns 
in history associated with trends 
in the development of farms and 
ranches throughout the state 
of North Dakota.” The Erickson 
Barn retains a high degree of 
integrity, provides an excellent 
example of its type with the 
unique use of the 3’ concrete 
sidewall on top of the footings 
and Gothic-arched roof, and is 
a rare example of its type within 
North Dakota.
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Prayer Cross 
Ministry
by Bob Splichal
 The history of the Prayer 
Crosses starts in 2016 with Dan, 
who loved the Lord and doing 
one of his favorite retirement 
hobbies, wood working.  Dan’s 
good friend Ron was dying of 
cancer and Dan made him a 
prayer cross.  Ron passed away 
in February of 2016 holding onto 
the Prayer Cross that Dan made 
for him.  Dan, a leading mem-
ber of Hope Lutheran Church 
in Fargo, ND, shared the story 
with many of his friends and in-
spired the Men of Hope to start 
a Prayer Cross Ministry to make 
similar prayer crosses to pro-
vide comfort, peace and inspira-
tion for people in need. 
 About a month after Ron’s 
death a handful of men met and 
cut out 15 to 20 crosses.  These 
were cut from discarded wood 
scraps from a cabinet shop.  In 
the following days a design was 
finalized and branding irons 
were made.  The design includ-
ed the branding of the words 
Faith, Hope and Love on one 
side of the cross and the star of 
Bethlehem and the manger on 
the other.  By the end of April 
over 300 crosses were made 
and branded.  About this time, 
the Prayer Cross Ministry took 
life and over 1600 crosses were 
made by the end of 2016.  
 The parishioners of Hope 
Lutheran in Fargo embraced the 
Prayer Cross Ministry and do-
nated money to expand an ex-
isting garage into a large 2 room 
workshop in 2022.  The space 
was dedicated to the Prayer 
Cross Ministry and named “The 
Garage of Hope.”  Approximate-
ly 20-25 people meet twice a 
month to make the crosses.  
The people meet for pizza and 
devotions and then spend 2 
hours at multiple workstations 
cutting out, sanding and router-
ing cross edges and branding 
the words and symbols of in-
spiration.  The crosses then go 
through a final inspection and 
any imperfections in the crosses 
are dealt with individually.  
 Over 900 crosses are now 
completed in a night with the 
total exceeding 64,000 to date.   
The ministry has evolved from 
a handful of people to include 
over 150 men, women and 
young people from Hope and 
other churches.  Anyone with 
the desire “to make a difference 
in someone’s life” through this 
ministry is invited to join. 
 The prayer crosses have 
been distributed free to mem-
bers of Hope, the community, 
hospitals, homeless shelters 
and on personal and mission 

trips all around the world.  These 
symbols of Christ have touched 
people’s lives locally and world-
wide.  The stories are endless.    
 Over the years, the cross-
es have evolved.  Although the 
shape has remained the same 
the sizes have not.  The group 
makes a full “palm sized cross” 
and also a smaller “1/2 palm 
size cross”.  The smaller size 
was first made 2 years ago for 
the children who were attend-
ing the Vacation Bible School 
that Hope held that year.  These 
were enthusiastically received 
and now the ministry makes 
both sizes for distribution.  
 The wood used to make the 
crosses has come from many 
sources.  What started out as 
discarded cabinet wood, old 
floor planking or wood from fam-
ily farm buildings is now made 
out of mostly kiln dried aromatic 
cedar.  It is a beautiful wood with 
many varying colors and is soft 
and easy to work with.  The orig-
inal slow and messy process of 
varnishing the crosses has now 
been replaced with just leaving 
them in their natural state.  As 
people palm the crosses the 
natural oil from our skin helps 
smooth out and enhance the 
beauty of the crosses.  
 “Imperfect crosses, made 
by imperfect people, made to 
be finished as we work out our 
imperfections with the LORD.”
 I personally love this minis-
try as wood working is one of 
my favorite hobbies.  It gives 
me the opportunity to share 
time with great people that have 
a common goal.  I am inspired 
by the stories I hear about how 
the crosses have made a differ-
ence in people’s lives and have 
touched the hearts of many. 
When you don’t know what to 
say or do for someone that is 
grieving or experiencing the dif-
ficulties of life, the cross says it 
all.  It is a symbol and  reminds 
us of Christ’s unconditional love 
for each one of us in a world that 
is often dominated by hate and 
heart ache.  Giving something 
away that I have made with 
my own hands creates a level 
of satisfaction and gratifica-
tion that comes from giving the 
most precious thing I can give to 
someone else.  My time!  It is a 
priceless commodity that we all 
have.  It is a limited resource.  It 
cannot be bought, nor can it be 
retrieved once gone.  Serving 
others is how we live out our 
faith by following the words of 
Christ and shown in our actions 
towards others.  We are encour-
aged by GOD to not just “talk 
the talk” but to “walk the walk” 
and love and serve others.  

 Community Kicking Cancer is a nonprofit organization, 
started in 2016, Federal tax exempt and deductible. Our goal 
is to raise money to provide cash cards and homemade com-
fort blankets for rural people receiving chemotherapy and or 
radiation treatments traveling from southwestern North Da-
kota and northwestern South Dakota. 
 We raise money through fundraisers, raffles, and dona-
tions for our cause. As of date, we have given out 271 blan-
kets, donated to 12 fundraisers, given $55,800 in gas and 
cash cards. Prayer Cross Ministry has recently supplied 
us with crosses to be included. 100 % of donations go to-
wards cash cards or materials for making comfort blankets. 
 This volunteer organization is open to anyone and every-
one that want to participate in raising money for people going 
through cancer treatment in our rural communities. 
 If you know someone in our rural areas that we can help, 
please contact us:

Arlene Walch  Hettinger  
cell  - 701-567-3008

Juana Gross  Shields, Mandan  
cell  - 701-214-0499

Glenda Gross  Shields  
cell  - 701-226-8197

Lori Hach  McLaughlin  
701-827-4201  

cell  605-848-2263

Prayer Cross Ministry
People 

sharing, stories, talents 
and mostly love!

This is a story of 
people from all walks 
of life, sharing their 

stories of how working 
together 

closes miles 
between us - -.

 Robert Splichal, Bob, originally from Bowman, ND son 
of Pauline and Al Splichal, Bowman, one day told his story 
about Prayer Cross Ministry - - while here during hunting 
proceeded to leave some of the crosses in the area - - now 
what a blessing - Bowman, Hettinger, Fargo all being united 
with one small jesture of love, respect, sharing, service.

Much love is passed on thru pain 
by hanging on to the cross.

 Arlene Walch - Hettinger looking over prayer crosses giv-
en to her from group in Fargo. She in turn give Prayer Cross-
es to others.

Prayer Cross Ministry Helps Community Kicking Cancer Organization
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