CHAPTER V

THE SILVER JUBILEE : 1954

Clearly this chapter is different, coming
half-way through our story. There could be
no better way of registering this than by
republishing the Christmas issue of the
magazine as it contained a concentrated
summary of this year's happenings, including
many pictures of really active members.
Furthermore, its composition as a progr amme
for a celebration pantomime, gives it a novel
style we hope, even though, unfortunately,
the reader will be without the accompanying
music which was by Valerie Rone on her piano
accordion; and the base-drum beats which
accompanied the Founder Members' rendering of
the yearly chants in the pattern of the
famous wartime comedian Tommy Handley.

It also incorporates the original title block
of the magazine and reminds us of the very
active part members played in the Solihull
Carnival in those days.

The Club was presented with a trophy for tpe
24 hours by Jock McHugh, which he had won in
his youth in Scotland and the HAROLD MUSGRAVE
Cup awarded for marshalling in events, ‘was
presented in memory of Harold who had died,
the result of colliding with a car. Gladys
and Ernie Newton gave the Club a free
Birthday Party! The mass-start section wog
more prizes than ever before, but the m?:?l
shattering event of the year perhaps was the
omission of any mention of the Club from a
review of Midlands Clubs in CYCLING. 'I'herg
was some evidence that this was Cal_lftil‘_
deliberately by a local journalist 1
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qisposed towards the Solimull ¢o
a prompt reply in the form of ar; *byp

v ATRNEY PAIRKINS" cartoon in Ajgg
and an appeal to Vice-President R

England, the editor of Cycling ang aJ’ ‘;
Club Vice-President, saw the Club Bt

than compensated.by a double-page fq, |
ture in a later 1ssue of that weekly |
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STARRING %

1929

1954

rencral Secretary and Stage Manager, John T. Moore, in Period Costume
Cading the Club's display on a Quadrant Chainless bicyvele (1897 vintage)
" the Solihull Carnival Procession, Bettina Moore (Pantomime Producer)
11908 Sunbeam, adjusts har. Cyeles kindly loaned by Runwell Cycles
Ad. Photographs by Tavlor Bros.
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D A. B. ROE S.'T. CAPENER H. GIBBS

W. F. DAWES A.G.CAVE Cyril Lovegrove

Stan Bray PATRONS :
Ken Topliss THE WORSHIPFUL, THE MAYOR
Ken Humphries OF
A. Y. JARRET SOLIHULL F. GREENWOOD
ALDERMAN DOUGLAS COOPER, S Eric Walker
President : H. N. BREALEY - -  R.G. DICKINSON (J. B. Brooks) W P WALDRON

1954=AND ALL THAT!

ALWAYS knew it. Sooner or later that versatile member Stan Bray was bound to

break out into History. not for himself. of course. because that can't happen until
he’s dead so that puts it somewhere about a hundred years on. But o plunge into
historical rescarch, to learn. live and write history—well it was a foregone conclusion.
Since it must happen | suppose that our 25th year provides a sufficiently good excuse.
so we must be prepared to take it. S.P.V.B. aided and abetted by sundry other con-
spirators (appropriately enough I am writing this on November Sth). is to produce a
pantomime, “Little Red Robin Hood and His Merry Cyclists™ or something of the sort.
and they are to inflict it upon us after we have fed at the Annual Dinner.  Twenty-five
years of Solihull Cycling history are to be guyed (appropriate again) probably I expect
by veterans of the Hobo Run, since they are obviously the most skilled members of the
Club at acting daft. Pantomimes are traditionally supposed to be written for children
but cnjoyed by adults-—whether our scriptwriter and his collaborators have written this
particular panto for the younger members, the veterans of the Club. our distinguished
dinner visitors. or just to amuse themselves remains to be seen.

In this our twenty-fifth year we have achieved a number of successes in our modest
way. and from time to time kept the name of Solihull in the cycling news. We even
managed to make news by. paradoxically enough, being missed out of the news. Our
premicr cycling newspaper. in a midlands review, got bogged down in its geography and
completely forgot that the appropriate Barts map shows Solihull quite distinctly between
Birmingham and Coventry. Subsequent letters and postcards from astonished anq
incredible members would have been sufficient to fill the next issue—but the journal has
since made handsome amends.

I think pride of place for outstanding achievement this year must go to our Polo team
who won the league championship without losing a match and failed, narrowly. ”{leﬂl}
one ambition. the cup final. Our dinner menu cover pays a fitting tribute to Welsh
Internationalist Tommy Watkins and his low gear twiddlers.

. bs 9 .
We can achieve something even by partial failure—to cclebrate birthday ?um'bcr' ,-fl‘\l
“mass™ attack was planned on the Manchester and back record and Wh'lej‘ & 8 e |th
of reasons. only one of the four attempts was successful. the versatile Bray again.
Club spirit shown in planning the attempt is worth its place in our hlsmry.. : h
One other happening must be recorded in these random notes which w':“ E‘::;'l\‘:ic(:nlo‘i'
“book™ of the pantomime - as the photo at the top of this page Sho‘f"s' lle } -‘és(-cvcr
the presentation of the Brooks Trophy for the open mass start race saw the ,";‘g ST
gathering of Vice-Presidents of the Club- -a welcome and encouraging sign for the '

Here's to the next quarter-century. H. N. BREALEY.



—— SOUTHERN SUNSHI

By Albert Taylor

Jeft the tarmac
with perfect i and we g:llmhec'i_
rapidly over l.ondon to & height ol
19.000 feet. Geneva was only (WO hours

the Inlcrnutmnal train rattled

distant . . - - :
into Modane. and soon w¢ were all set
for another Continental cycle tour. From
da

prey skics 10 blazing hot sunshine 1N
few hours !

Viscount’

The ‘B.E.A.
10othness.

Between Sanselbourg. where we stayed
Nice on the French

the first night. an c Fi
Riviera. lay a SUring of mountgun‘pdsscs.
straddling the Alps. A wonderful journcy
which took us five days.

Pass’ climbs immedi-

ately from Lanselbourg. which can be
scen on & diminishing scale until quite
near the summit. High SI]OW-CIHE1 peaks
currounded us. and the mighty ‘Col a lc
Issern” (highest In ‘Europc_) can also be
clearly seen. An impressive. monument
has been erected at the summil (6.835 ft.)
as a tribute to the Frcncl] Alpine Troops
who were engaged in bitter, fighting on
these lonely mountains during the last
war. The frontier lies just beyon the
!)eauuful Jake of Mont Ceris. and entry
into Italy was a mere formality. All
fronticrs have two sets ol officials. Cus-
toms and Passport Control. but the
Ltdhans'usually separate them. sometimes
cy ';1 nlule or so. At the second of these
v\?t? rol s.aflutter of excitement was caused
en an extremely large American sport
car w. | i POXLS
as pulled in. It was soon surrounded
and | could not resi i :
5 sist a picture. which
included half a doz ili i
O dessenttts Susaea ‘:mllm_% officials.
lost no time in s: _ Wwas rapid. and we
ke dain: in samplrmg a delicious gelati

The ‘Mont Ceris

T(Ii‘:;ec s:doag;iecrllévirsc Pass® commences at
Frok . wh _quite an ¢ i
n:lolggﬁcre\\:t\llg rclall‘r:‘mg its ag:l-lorladﬂ:lvle
s E5 much cles 5
X cleaner ths
miéﬂ)g::ghl:‘ours. With lheir‘tﬁgrmany
A ., the ltalians are mode AR
series of 'ltllt:\:::ll‘sm\:v ilc‘;we construc(io:\ng}ng
. / We saw in varyi
silugactsc do:; lcl?‘m;:olellor). Klavi\:rlnwvh“'wm’g
the frontier ¢ summit (6.080 ft,) adj S
During ers l:;l::l l‘Lavc had a dimcujltl":‘i::‘\g
buildings b ot B ity
car battl theireisily
g A ¢ scars, f H
A uﬁl:::lh side of the pass ?lleslth ool
un Interesting walled town, Down jts siern
main street a stream ﬂoxw"rsu:)liil‘i
s y

W

adding a freshness duri
day. We intended :l(l)”slag ”;l“ ey o |
France.” Stage eighteen was ¢ Toyr g
when we entered the Overspi’"":?l hnish,n‘
It was an gxmu/_ing SPCClacIc-( |Lhe lowy
of people in temporary grandst 0Ug,
enclosures. scores of supcr-ud\}c?l’!dsa
vans. and every bit ol space cr'lscrntm
with cars.  The last rider had dL’,‘lncd
crossed the finishing line. when lh:rf‘)
mantling squad were busy tearing dl:“l'x.
the stands and fencing.  Mcanwhile 1|£
publicity people were distributing shol;
of pamphlets. and noveltics for the chil
ren. The whole event is bound up wilh
high pressurc advertisement of commod:
ties not even remotely connccted with ik
sport. The flood of traffic continued (o
arrive . race officials. cars carrying spae
journalists. radioand television cquipmenl
All the roads were jammed. and blaring
loud-speaker systems added to the cor-
fusion. We found that every hotel was
full. and eventually we made our way (
of the town (o seek accommodation fur-

ther on.
The "Col dc Vars' is part of lhgllusng
established “Route des (;randcfyilhptﬁc
which connects central anocc'lleslre i
Riviera. The ascen! il views
quite rapid. and affords splend!
the surrounding mountains. . et
there were few snow-clad P onfrasling
was a wonderful ranscln"é ith
tones to delight the €y¢- ymmil
many other Alpin¢ passes, the tfu
(6,926 ft.) is not outstan 'ng'dcdsumc
descent to Borcellonette comma

fine views.
s wis
~ The descen: of the ‘Col de C“[y}::‘“:nlh'ﬂ'
for me quite exhilerating with mounta”
nairow road winding do™", the (175 fe¥
o of acute bends. 2T piich
short tannels. One section Was Eleenit
devoid of vegetation. and I e surfac
light we thought it Pesembled (M€ Tiine
of the moon. We decided n°! ,
to the valley. still some distanc el i
But instead stayed the night at & i
m‘;aunes. Before long W€ weré !,a
1 five Newcastle lads who had 4P}
Y come to the s: R (30
nearing the same decis10 I' ot d,nnf
When anoth end of an excell€ Candlf
L room, (the four burst into ! 7 fuilfd"
! c_electricity haviné ;o o

makin
& the English contingen!




an artist’s paradise”

!welve. The last arrivals included a
‘tandem-trike” team. The room soon
resounded to an excited exchange of ex-
periences. Undoubtedly the “trike™ team
took the honours however, for to descend
the Col de Cayolle in the half-light on a
bicycle is no mean achievement, but on a
tandem-trike it was a near miracle, es-
pecially as their rear hub had practically
burned out. Crazy ? Perhaps, but the
steersman had had plenty of experience.
H\cludmg some *“24-hour™ scraps with
Our Stan.”

Some places have so much written about
them that they become almost legendary.
We build up a mental picture that some-
times outstrips reality and accordingly
there is a sense of anti-climax — even
disappointment when first we visit them.
XYould this be so with the fabulous ‘Cote

Azure’ (The Blue Coast), I wondered
as we approached Nice. | am happy to
say that this was not the case, for this
monde.rful coast line possesses a magic
ofait slllll captures the imagination in spite
A r:ﬂ:‘nse commercialisation. Nice itself
éxten er too large for my liking, but the
it Sive promenade looks most impress-
ih y night with its miles of lights flanking

e velvet blackness of the Mediterranean.

¢ smaller resorts. Ville Franche. Cap

Annecy

Martin, Menton etc., are more easily
appreciated, whilst Monte Carlo has a
lascination all of its own. The Palace of
the Prince of Monaco commands a promi-
nent position overlooking the famous
harbour. When illuminated by night the
Palace becomes a notable landmark. It
is. however, the renowned Casino which
attracts most attention by night, for tour-
ists are drawn to this famous spot from
all along the coast. It is true of course,
that most of the other resorts have their
own casinos, but none can compare with
the magnificence and atmosphere of the
casino at Monte Carlo.

The origin of the popularity of this
beautiful coast-line was of course its re-
markable climate, which we found most
favourable. Swimming becomes a pleasure
that can be enjoyed at length. and in
consequence our stay alternated mainly
between the beach and the sea.

Somewhat relnctantly we turned away
from the sea ut Menton to tackle the
‘Castilion Pass. As we climbed higher
we caught tantalizing glimpses of the sea,
whilst the sun burned down, seemingly
hotter than ever. The pass_termmated in
a short tunnel, then a sweeping dqwnward
rush cancelled out most of the climb. for



nly 1.000 feet above
> Saspelllou\;sv;edr: ao ai)|'1. this time 1t “:zlaj
the !a)el ‘de Brouis’ where the yellowzwgl8 g
i was very prolific. At the top ( 28
peas lendid views of the road welaw lg
[itc;)\vnpthe beautiful valley could clearly

be seen.

‘Col de Tende is another inter-
naggrelal pass which saw consuderal':‘[e
activity during the last war, and of this
there is ample evidence. The most qram;i-
tic being the crippled‘rallway. This rail-
way was constructed in the face of many
natural hazards and involved the con-
struction of many tunnels. bridges and
via-ducts. To-day the broken arches and
rusting rails. mark man’s conflicting
prowess. The village of Tende is crowded
on the hillside high above the road. al-
most like a fortress guarding the pass.

A rapid succession of closely knit hair-
pin bends brought us to the fronticr at
the entrance to the tunnel. There are many
road tunnels among the Alps but this is
the longest and darkest of them all. It is
a little over two miles in length, and is lit
only by dim lights in the roof at infre-
quent intervals. The first mile, which is
serviced by the French, is reasonably well
surfaced. but the remainder is very bad
indeed. The road abounds with water-
filled pot holes which of course fel
but not seen. Meanwhile cold sy
?ot\)vn steaanK from the roof !
; eand gerne:lt'gl when there is no traffic, but

: orries come rumbling along,

hazards,  Ah 1 g or- Er2Vel add to the
officially re-eny
After d

9 CS'Cending the *

skirted ¢ Col de Tende: we

Ounlalns to
Cross f 1
(4
a rllle

allery' Feceiveq

SSembleg ©Vatio
ed g, tlon
n th

e

balconies. A little [
became less steep, ':;hhe: on the o,
gradual sweep across the moook. q Mo:‘
Elams grew in greater profﬂl'i"“' Alhin:
ave ever seen. These exquisite on tha'y
provided yet another ‘subjec Miniayye,
gholpgraphty. Incidentally, theo.r Coloy

ass" is 50 full of opportunities gy "Sire
Frank and I each exposed wh .
colour film (20 pictures), whils?e
it. The summit (7.140 f) beincross'“l!
ridge. commands a fine view of botho- s
of the pass which is rather unusualSIdes
very impressive. The descent wag haza !
ous but rideable, and undoubtedly aJ,
pass is a “must” for the “rough sluﬁ"s‘
enthusiast.

In the evening at Susa we saw 3 typical
religious procession. High Dignitories of
the Church preceeded a procession aroyng
the streets. Such scenes are often enacteq
on the Continent on “Saint’s Days." e(c.

In order to avoid a second crossing of
the Mont Ceris Pass. we took the train
through the 10-mile tunnel to Modane,
Down the sweeping valley to Albertville
we rode, and then on to Annecy. What
a charming and contrasting place this is :
a lakeside resort,a thriving holiday centre.
and, in the medieval portion surrounding
the ancient prison. an artists paradise.

When we were still 10 miles from
Geneva, the famous fountain could be
clearly seen sEarkling in the sunshine,
reminding us that the last lap was near.

In the pale light of the dawn, the Alps
‘:."d lakes of Switzerland appeared like a
é,':antbrghef ma:‘p far below us. The eastern
vivid ;lrﬁl";tgene fro;n a pale straw tg a

e 1 ndon
lay but two hours aﬁeg;!r;.yness U

RUNS PROGRAMME
Run

S start fro
9.3 m the Barley Mow at
Sec?i:ﬁ;n' unless otherwise sta)t’ed. Both
amalgamate for winter.
Dec. 5¢h, .
A a
J. W"ld]ig_R(T’UGH STUFF. Capt.: Miss
Dec.IZGh: €a: Henley-in-Arden.
“AFT
'J:nl;fiss D[_',::D'eEg ,&UN“ Capt.: D.
ey M. 2 pm.! Tea:
ec, 19¢, ,Heath. p.m

HO
Tenl:'LY RUN,

e& 15“:::" End €apt: W. Annison.
Fo
Jan, z....':MAL RUN e
| - K1
Beg'(ei;okb Cap
4 -apt
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LITTLE RED-RIDING HOOD

Twenty-five Years of Solihull Cycling

CAST

IDLEJACK—"AIRNEY PAIRKINS®  soieafoass o aer i Colin Gidley
LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD—"BAIRTHA" ... ... Gladys Newton
Ernie Newton (Chief Hobo)

THE WOLVES OF ARDEN—"SOLIHULL HOBOS" .. ... {Albert Taylor

; Frank Taylor
R DWATCHER . s s = o e Vivian Bray
PRINCIPAL BOY—"CLUB CAPTAIN" ... ... ... . . . . = Pat Cotterill
CHORUS. “GLUBMATES o4 i e 2 i s ' f(oean"s‘n}',f
] Jean Ramsay
DAME HOOD™="HONEST GRANz = = == = - = Chris Littlewood
LOLICEMAN—"P.C.BOLDER" ..v. = = = Bernard J. Randle

Eric Walker

THE SOLIHULL SPIRITS—THE FOUR FOUNDER-MEMBERS 31‘:{“,‘“"}"“';';‘,}‘5’{‘3"

Ivor Goodman

SoipturilenEs BE iR es g, . - S. P. V. Bray and “Yabbergabber™
Musical Accompanimentgenian e s 0 - o T Valerie Rone
Sofiicenl S T e e  Baa Bettina Moore and S. Bray
SAEEManaper andiEflects ool o o Bt e et John T. Moore
i ed by e R. Barton
Materials for Scenery and Lamp Post .................. T. Watkins and Leslie Bndgewatcr
LOAMEOICycles i o A e L N SR G Vic Pegg

Costumes and special properties designed and scrounged by MEMBERS.

Grateful acknowledgement is made to ALL those who willingly or unwittingly helped
the show to go on.
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- and birdwatcher spies

SCENE |

] Forest of Arden, near
A:glode (e Bridge. A birdwatcher

Hampton Packhorse

wanders in,
hehind a bus

culars. Airney is dressed in “tights.

2 5 ;
Al'ﬁh)z‘cwind be strong. I've ridden long.
| flew here like a bird !
DWATCHER :
B'I-l:a 1 a Lesser Humped-back Ruffneck.
I wot !
(Enter Clubmates riding towards bridge).

CLUBMATES : X :

Let's see you ride the ford Airney.
(Airney races across stage towards ford
and disappears. There is a splash).

CHORUS (Clubmates) : ;
Ina babbling brook, what a dive he took

There he glowers, one of ‘“‘ours™ —
*ditched” we'd say. ;
What a twirp you look, in that babbling

brook

Now we'll leave you there and on our
way.

As an bescort “*bod” you will muff the
jo

And the toughs in wood they'll likely
_catch you

A girl had better choose a smarter guy
than youse

For gg FALL DOWN ON ALL YOU

(Airney returns wet throi ] ]
:’c:(:::’ﬂ in seaweed, witz ‘gzid?:;.m,",:"ﬁé
The Four FounggszeAlN. ]
Mimue Book in fron: (';';,er:l'(:ﬁydlln AR
Year cards and chang -— ftoid up
Twenty-eight werelpzq

‘Hawks exrlaincd.p s when ooy

e

Vic Pe
proclglsmeed 'c ted Gen. Sec, S.C.C.

Publi
. A.c Ha!“ in SolihulI~S|Ience |

unch =
oﬂm Ao‘G Unknown SCrubber

I AGN $" hold
Dc::d ﬁ"el:ry 8 Tea Room they fing

e

THERoé‘lcmb Hendquar g

Members ip S T

ru
ot fr,

H"'“h.m the grape VNG s " Sund,
all treateq Club "e’S the latesy

hears ‘‘Cuckoo” and hidgs
h. Airney Pairkins rides in
him through bino-

1931

Over plow and country (pe «

staged a race, Solg
Ivor Goodman wop et 5 |
pace ! * With Eric y,
alh"‘
1 1932
-ogan was our Chaj
> loyally, aIrman.  seryeq Moy
arlow reigned whe X
usefully. " he retireq, Migh

Through leafy lanes of :
Thson leads bunch. < Warw.ck._ Dicke,.
trtez2n bods with : -
lunch ! N Qnc ICaRes Where';

Membership now healthy, “go|¢-
getting known,

‘50" lime Trial introduced and
dards’ of our own. and ‘S,

In this year a member new (o us we hyq

Ron Dowson was the capture—GRAN|
LAD!

In M.C.C.A. 50" we won an open team,

And Mary Dodd wore Club Badge—firs
seen ! .

are

1933

Without Eva Andrews our Hon. Sec. E.
Walker would find the job hopeless
with troubles galore.

So all honour to Eva, who sticks the old
geezer—who imposes on her more and
more.

1935 .
Round the houses Time Trials staged in
Jubilee, -
Astounded Cycling press - men’s purist
dignity !
Agreed to run a Classic — a "25" for
“Cracks.™
Then we met some fast boys — NO
SNACKS !

336 Elub diners in Public Hall crammed
tight,

Concert, Play and Dancing — SOME
NIGHT !

SCENE 11
The HOBOS CAMP in Forest of Ardet:
hey are seated round fire brewing up and

singing to the tune of Old Father Thames:

Gents of the road, Knights of no abode
agabonds and scruffs are we.
."’((“'" along, hobblin® along
IKing to brew up tea.
£ t(li:') 2s we please, beg. rob and
ieve
But kee
P fresh the memor
: o{g Hobo Bob, the Kingyof the Mch
There's Mmade Hobo History.
nas Others too we think of. whosé
Humphries ¢ Write in gold,
ot ries, Sandford and Newton. and
Gentg ofe:; quite as bold.
8gabonge . 02d. Knights of no abo=™
Shuffj G5 and scruffs ;
From ». 2long h Is are we,
M ‘edgs o NObblin' along
* OMme and ‘ostelry.
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PAT COTTERILL.
(Club Hostess 1953-4»

as
“Principal Boy

COLIN GIDLEY
as

“Airney Pairking”

THE TAYLOR BROTHERS
as
“The Waolves of Arden



P

‘HER cnters :
BIRDW:rrTy( iilf,tfc;él ‘Scrubbcrs but my

I must pardon .

tlulsl:\:/e r{c?u'birds' with plumage In

2y the depth of the Foresll of A;‘c:enu.
¥ mphs. tho’ caug

I w;in?gsengf apncck the hue of mus-

ard : )
()vcrt bridge it honked and in ford it
lonked— 4 S
Was r:)rohahly a Diving Bustard !
(Club Captain is hehind a bush, working
with maps. set-square. compass. drru!ep
and sextant ete.. when he overhears this

plot).
HOBOS : :
There's bound to be some birds about
So scarper off and give a shout,
If you should see one in the wood
We'll come and poach or trap it good.
It might be Bairtha. Our Red Riding
Hood.
CLUB CAPTAIN -
(In a loud whisper to audience).
No scruffy tramps will feast their lamps
or snare Red Riding Hood.
I'll Toil their game. and rescue dame in
Arden’s lovely wood.
I know short cuts. where no path juts.
I know the glades and dells.
Il round up the lads. outwit these cads.
and prove that mapcraft tells.

CURTAIN

1936

rhOUghl we'd 1r Bi -
bought the “sli)éks_'l'kc Polo — Bailey

Lovegrove ol :
TRICng! a4 team up

Charlje Dawe :
the job for ;e;'r‘:de President—Graced

Guided Clyp with wi
isdom, B]
rove was a very. G CHEERS

e happy married
arried baby's Nappies. in

1938

-~ LEARNT

C
his bowler hat!

(oo

: 1940

ossart takes the

lore, o X *Weeping

Also third in Westerley b
praise GALORE | .

Finances of Prize F :
less. b elling fey ang

But “Forces Fund" gu:
BI-ESSC! T hd e health,

h ht"d'"ncd

Gony

1941
Pinson shakes the rast b :
he’ll get. O Taster il
Has he done a I 02 Noy YET |
1942
Stay-at-homes in war yeyr .
fifty-eight. Y Numberg
Worked to keep Club solven St
great ! ik
Fifly in the Forces. oot \Iugging on the
square. -
Moaned that sisters pinched their hike,
T aint fair !
Wang-a-ling a week-end pass. homewards
quick they honk.
Found that Army “char™ and “wads" .
BRING BONK'!

SCENE Il

Quiside the Barley Mow. as clock srikes
nine—-Stage empiv. A policeman sirolls
across. Notices the time and turns clock
on. It flies back as he walks off. Clock
strikes ten—a cheerful - looking evelis
arrives.

Ist CLUBMATE : _

Maybe I'm too early. being late | think

a sin -

On such a lovely morning --just why

do chaps lie in !

Clock strikes eleven. Half a dox
(')'('!ISI.\‘ arrive and chatter in groups foru
while, then start singing : (Tune of Aby
Abevy).

CLUBMATES -

;\‘lrney. Airney. our pride and joy,
'L'S you that we're waiting for now.
(A""e." enters on his knees. with a larg

rarcel on pgct),
"Lvt/BMA TES :
here have you been Airncy ?
IRNEY -
I'm Yo beeen racing in the Scratch 25 an

“"'ffel'd?n t were hard! and di
CLUBM, alph Dougherty won.
1939) 5 A TES (HOI(”NA’ up vear (-unl f"r

Cheers '

OrRalhD = ~‘cd-
Firg T30 full oF oo ugherty. & W¢
: urf]v"at'on — Underneath th¢

ry
ro Tha
from, behine \Cenes),



GLADYS & ERNIE
NEWTON
(Social Secretaries)
as
“principal Girl”
and
“Chief Hobo™

VIVIAN BRAY (Editor)
as
“The Birdwarcher”

< T s D

11

CHRIS
LITTLEWOOD

as
The Dame”

BERNARD RANDLE
(Mass Start Secretary and
Dinner Organiser)

as
“p.C. Bolder"



TED SCHILLING (Runs Secretary)

CLUBMATES :
It's about time the CI
up.
(Club Captain enters as clock
twelve).

CLUB CAPTAIN :
Hello ! lads and lassies, don’t nag me

‘cos I'm late,

The “Bowsie Run™ I'm afraid is off !
We've ‘fot another date.

| overheard a wicked plot. by Hobo

Wolves in glade.
So away we go at racing speed -- to
rescue comely maid.

(Off they all ride or walk, wheeling fairy
cxcles and juvenile tricvcles). ;
CURTAIN
1943

Serving in the Forces—Army, Air
hAdembership to smihulls—layucxé’lril§:fzal :
gainst the game of Polo. :
i stir,g of Polo. Sandford caus-
Did the lads all back him—NO SIR !
1944
The “Spinning Wheel” H
- its wheels xgegan to sags'topped FoInn g
ut a new *“Awheel” : ;
SOME MAG 1 "cPPed up the pace
Ws’psrgmoled Championship for National

ub Captain turned

strikes

Proof ‘they" thought us capable, und

alive !
1945

Dickie B i i
: Tanden?‘{v‘:lz.g“d Maitland in Archer
u;:lfj v;u:w National Record -- THEY

Now Thelma's JIM—when hi

w:‘N. n;‘m.kes WINTER look Iiltc'gfjlgl;:ze'
en he’s got them OUT — without '
doubt- -as a HOBO he's STUNNlI'ERI:

Basil F de
asil Francis “boiling® b
hi.gh.. s “boiling hmlng i
Busting *Compo’ times up--FA
JRJM-" and Dennis riding g

TEAM T Pe at Zurich -yt
Oscar Moreton finish ird

Isle Bash. shed third in Many
Only beat by Frenchman--Nq SASH

]

1947

Ted. Dick, Bob. Oscar in Is :
|‘am%d ‘;‘"mb. N Isle of Many
Formed the English “A™ te;
FINE. cam 22l
C. F. Dawes a real good friend from Offie

now departed.
H.N.B. elected “Pres” and ftakes it gy

STOUT HEARTED !
Maitland really steaming B.B.A.R. nexr

dling,

got !
second National Hill Climb  QUITE
HOT !
1948

Schilling and his drawing board. gormless
guy created.
Airney Pairkins

AWAITED !
Our Polo team make history in FINAL
for the Cup ! ”
DID our lads near beat em—SHURRUP!
(Hold up card NORWOOD 13- SOLI-

HULL 2). S
Two of ‘ours’ for Windsor in Britains

Olympic course.
If Dick had rode. wou
OF COURSE. ]
To Windsor Town rode tough VI
BROWN—The Olympic race (o witness
turned 10

After Bayaert won — Vic rel g
Brum--what a tribute to Vics fitness -

SCENE IV
The Bird-

Outside the Mayor's House. ety
watcher enters furtively. sees erlhqs
hike outside house, so hides behind ROOS
berry bush.  Bairtha enters walkin®
towards bike with pile of entry [orm*
BAIRTHA :

| fain must take these entry forms and

. “bettmg slips as well, ho

0 “Honest Gran™ the Treasurer. Wit
¥ ’|“’°9 by Hampton's Dell.
AIRNEY enters from left, sees I

stares, ,
saving koes to stand on pedal an

(FI cauld fall yor you,
y 4all.\-~mll of drums 1
IRTHA (turny) ;

What a
hca(;f_.ac"- have you bumped YOU'

- w * H
¢ blame it on 1q Ted ?

doings now EAGERLY

Id we have won -

y and
7 [ull $




4IRNEY y 1 slipped and my big head |

I'm sorr

For f-',‘,',poﬁ for a ride and a ramble,
If you'll join me in run, I'm sure we’ll

have fun ! Al
That's if on me you're willing togamble.
RTHA : !
Mllwill if- you'll come on this errand for
dad.

You can guard me from evil and any
bad lad. o
Come. bc my protector, to visit my

. Gran o
For your physog. will frighten any bad
man !

off they ride with the Birdwatcher leering)
BIRDWATCHER :
The Wolves I'll tip to stop this pair
The lad so gormless. maid so fair.
The lolly's there with lots of swag
For | saw her stuff it in saddle bag !
CURTAIN.
1949
Ninning team in National, in round the
clock ALL-DAY,
Vho led **Sols™ to victory—-STAN BRAY!

1950

Jown in the jungle. Sols all feeling gay,

Telebrating 21st—BIRTH DAY !
1951

Vhamming up the Mountain in Manx
Island bash.

dickie Bowes “‘took™ Willmott -—- AND
SASH !

printing 1.000 metres and 880 yards on
grass,

Jurlacher won Mid. Centre “Champs”- -
SOME CLASS.

Joug Osmonde was the first of ‘ours’ on
M.R.R.A. Lists,

fith record ride to Holyhead — NO
TWISTS !

tarkey rode to Oxford and “ALL THE
DAY" as well.
THAT'S

dding two more records -
SWELL.

€-union runs are happy ones--its object
one cannot fault,

ut when ARTHUR HOULSTON leads
one. it's STOP, START. GO or HALT!

1952

T. Moore’s dry humour. we think a lot
of rot,

I planning this year's Dinner, a bar he
quite FORGOT !

|‘ad.Newlon takes our ladies *12° then
u25. does win,

g In with “BAZ" i =
USED PIN | on Warwick run
hree more records of M.R.R.A. by
lEPIV and A. R. Cooper.

“hour on bike and trike. and Manches-
ter. SUPER DUPER !

NS\ 17277777

= ARNY PAIRKINS

We joint promote a Road Race, first
under N.C.U.

" Did we provide the winner? TOQO TRUE!'

SCENE V

In Forest of Arden, near Pachhorse
Bridge. Honest Gran is hobbling abour
picking up sticks, mushrooms. etc. near
her caravan. Chorus behind the scenes
iy singing :

little old lady passing by. catching

everyone's eye.

You have such a dodgie manner. deep”

and sly.

L.ittle old musette crammed with dough.
worth how much ? — none will
know.

When she hears the shout “They're off*
that's when she’ll go,

Quite a lot of punters here, missed the
cash she owed them there.

L.ots of folk would like to meet her and
her loot to share.

Little old twister, welshing bods. that’s
how she's made thick wads.

Bilking all her racing public. carving
up the odds.

(Honest Gran moves back 1o he{ caravan
and sits in front of crystal as Airnev and
Bairtha enter).

BAIRTHA :
Hello Gran ! ey
I've brought you some late entries lor
Club Championship Twelve Hour.
I reckon it's a gamble with your handi-
capper’'s power. 5
ST GRAN : e i
H%ﬁ:?ell the chaps. that their handicaps
are based on what they do.
Excuse my sniff--but who is this Gl



And we claim wi
team of the y:::-h“u' Fear e,
g\end :J;e Bradlgys King Pins h
;:. iss Pauline Chap Of the GAy
y grapple, Pell does "ﬁcie,s

He turny 10 Honest Gran. whose musette
giving her name is showing.

AIRNEY :

| must have nipped it.

Sorry Lass !
(Bairtha slaps his face).

RNEY : 3
Allt's all your fault—(then he sings) .

Just an old fashioned Grandma with

new fangled ways. ;
And a smirk that says likewise (o you.
A tight-fisted twister who very rare pays
Hoping favourites will never get through
What she's worth no one knows. under

mattress it goes.

Where she lays on it mos
And the gee-backing bods.

half the odds §
From that grasping old Grandma ol
thine.

HONEST GRAN (leading Bairtha to the
front of stage) :
Come here dearie. and [I'll tell vou
_ some truths.
I'm your book-making Gran. the head
_of the Clan
While you are my only Grand-daughter.
You're a painted up doll and a wheeler
~gang's moll
With your pants showing more than
* they oughter.
Re lzﬁgec;t and meek. expose not thy
_e{ncn_\be_r the town has New Charter
:‘hlslg::glcl so fair. | knew when “twas
_3lre‘el'. cve'n [hun ou my o o %
I vou're invited o (jaylagridr:‘d(’(:l‘?nrrlﬁ"v.
e layor's Parlour :
o &i 1t as honour and duty
nd from bookmaking Cr:
S whoryou ‘Can g Gran tell all
Twas from me tha

t of the time.
only gel

You got all yow

beauty.
CURTAIN.
Some Sj; 1954
swipe P EIm slid from spqn:
msumy' S0 4 Solihyl) "(’gtgdel:s shaky
4 Stun ; § sagged
Se t!'i?’ dnd shOcked
)mour',is"%:rh‘i flew. Slew. pagt g
U Stanje, 2 SHOOK hi
e nl ok him 4
A2 POSHT 40d Sion gig | " Hdh-
I had "eCord of 4 tandem

; Topl;
Benel 004 thr plisg .
u ou and Byk e,
:';"' rncin X f,e‘;‘rs-. llh lhc Pdkg.
Ur Pl tey S Sty e
. ¢

B d |
NATIAS! three Pty
lnur.ehenur P(;:-A()l'pl E?%““ oy
l.-AMEHI('o B()()K ORME%l‘?AMp\
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With her duties co :
As a checker and Vi ing the
2 i:j“P;”(":?l- Marshaj| she's giﬁnd
nd the Committ
ENDORSES ! C-UB Ty,
Six men and a boy §
Tourist Annual l{) \lglh o enio the
AriEhallnitycins Clive who gcq,
plished the ride. re
Bic: theillo! reckoned it quie
Highlighting our Club with 4 fy
write up. With' 4 oll e
“Cycling” broadcast the Sols history
Twenty-five years Awheel is an epic we
feel. the toast then is our JUBILEE!
Down amongst the Mass-men. no racc;:r

circuit barred.
“Tiny™ lams the “wham-man™ life
HARD !
Without any “DOOTS™ our slant ari
Lutz — The Mid. C. A. Hill record

grabbed.
Sols have qui
GRAV™ game. for a
we nabbed !
On a tandem Stokes and St
*12" Record took.
Then the Maitland/Bowsie Oxford bash
they also gave NEW LOOK.

Wading through the “Mersey” flood
against the tide all day. :
Who of “OURS" logged 433 STAN
BRAY. '
S. P. V. Bray strayed awa} they say. 1t
from the path that’s narrer.
The next we know. three records £
real ripe "uns from his BARRER °
Concorde staged a road “Grand Pf':rs
they thought they'd win with TOWm.I'..
But “Tiny" thought ** Oh no they W¢
and made it one FOR OURS.
What with Road Race WINN
SOLIHULL DINNERS.
Randle's quite a NAME. o
As 4 man of many parts. hes ever " inte
hearts. for the labour that he® pu
the GAME. el
Way down in OAK FARM. whete -'pnrlic‘
I8 Maarm. no dust on the carpet @ she
For a vacuum so new in the chers,n
drew. with  ticket for NEVER

te a name at this “ANTI
Iso the Team Prire

anley the Cluh

RS and
gernard

. N X sl

As'i'rrtiblc win by hall - a - twin. the L

\Ince race began. -
\";;InS-S()lihu“ have lost a cup. to the one

hro O:.e MP"‘ calls Stan.

lénubh winter's deepest SNOW
H“wSie Tgrce\. below. '
Sturke, o his ice-pack SO SLOW =
g"ne‘v'e kdent:i Ke" Hun]phl'l‘fﬂ "("- l(“
: Quite .. a8 pets

-'F-TS !f-‘ Young FORTY !

drilts: "

vET



+ The Founder
Members Four

Dicky Bowes at Lawford outsprinted all

T}::‘eb.eoli' then clanged for Final lap —
big CLOT !

From Council House to Nurseries --
“Porky" squirted by

Proving little pigs can ly—ACE HIGH !

In team for Tour of Ireland—picked for
speed and style,

{Broncho Bowes does Cowboy stuff !

| AND DIAL !

SCENE VII

Underneath a lamp post in Hampton
Lane, Solihull.

[Club Captain enters, arm in arm with
Bairthaand looking lovingly into her evey.

Airney passes by, sees that he's *“had i’
as far as Bairtha is concerned, stops and
sighs.
AIRNEY :

Hello Bairtha.

I'll say so long. for | must feel strong,

for a 50 tomorrow morning,
A good night's rest. means a “Personal

Best,’
A ride we class as storming !
Goodnight. (Erxirs).

BAIRTHA (turning to Club Captain) :
Can’t hs think of anything else but
cycling ?
Do you ?
CLUB CAPTAIN -
Yes dear.
I think of marrying you, with lots of
offspring too,
We'd form a club for cyclists all our
own.
They'd soon grow and reach the pedals,
and maybe win gold medals,
We might produce a Champ when they
have grown,
We'd name club, “SOLIHULL." no
club runs to be dull,
We'd tour the lovely country and lakes
and tarns,
For our cycling, sons and daughters.
we'd have our own Headquarters,
a place in mind called CATHER-
INE-DE-BARNES.
‘nter the four Founder Members slowly
nd silently from the darkened wings.
OUNDER MEMBERS :

Come off it. cos : (10 the tune of Lile-
1arlene),

Undcrneaththelamp post in year of ‘29,

Goodman, Hawks and Walker had all
this in line,

Arthur Houlston also was there that
night

With olans quite bright and stockings
white,

I've

. HOULSTON

. GOODMAN T, HAWKS
J. E. WALKER

And so the Sols got started. that’s when
we chose our name.

And so the Sols got started. and since
rode on to fame.

TI!e four shake hands, while Clup Cap-
tain and Bairtha look on mystified ar

these ghostly figures. which after shaking
hands part, saying :

Goodnight Eric, Goodnight Arthur.
Goodnight lvor, Goodnight Tommy.

CURTAIN

BAIRTHA AND CLUB CAPTAIN stand
in front of curtain and sing :

Yours till our ‘Stars’ lose their glory.

Yours till the “Sols™ cease to shine.

Yours till our road men ride poorly

And our “Grimpeurs™ decline.

Yours till our time trialists suffer.

Dying in early morn hours.

Il never love anyone the way | love
you.

How could I. when we beloag to ‘ours’
just ‘ours.’

FINALE

Sung by dll to the tune of Anniversary
Walrz.

We know we've taken quite a chance
In this Anniversary show for you.
With Twenty-five vears of romance, with
our Anniversary dreams ccme true.
Let this be the anthem for our future
ears, ; ;
Plus ymillions of miles pushing hard at
our gears, -
We pray we've pleased you all the time,
With our Anniversary Pantomime.



H. L. OWEN (Solihull) .yp™

45 HIGH STREET, SOLIHULL

e ——— IRONMONGER
Glass and China Agent for Carter’s Seeds Timber & Ry,
e i
—|

THE EXPERTS’ CHOIG

« AIRLITE
H E M ' co | CONTINENTAL®
HUBS
OUTFITS

CYCLE REPAIR

1st Choice of the Champions
BRITISH HUB CO LTD.
Weaman Street Birmingham
[ //‘ ______/
BRANES
MONITOR WORKS. BIRMINGHAM, &.
| p” _ e
THE 57 ‘
INDIVIDUALISTS LUCAS
wiLL FIT 7“77‘#«&/’

3 CYCLE LIGHTING

- EQUIPMENT
. ivo ACCESSORIES p

y SEE THEM AT YOUR
LOCAL CYaLE DEALER

——

JOHN BULL
CYCLE TYRE

NEW

AND RUBBER AOOIIIORII§ “CLUB SPECIAL”
Celluloid Mudguards

D ) -
The Finesy Saddile ijn the Wa’.’d




MALCOLM LAWTON
Treasurer | 953-54)

CHRISTINE
MERCHANT
as
Magazine
Distributor
1954

THE POLO TEAM
OPEN WINS — MASS ST
Baycliffe Trophy

ART ROAD RACES

Midand C &R o = b= bEiles R. W. Bowes
§9Ulh Wales Eppynt ~ = =+ Mimiles R. W. Bowes
irchfield C.C. . 63 miles, circuit... ... H.T.Reynolds
Concords RC.C. 32 miles, circuit... ... H.T.Reynolds
Apex Trophy 34 miles ... H.T.Reynolds
ilasnton s e il S e
TEAM ‘:(I‘NSSTTOP‘W S ... (2nd Class). circuit... ... ... G. Wood
%anchester Wheelers 55 o5 L3 h 9 R. W. Bowes, P. Janes. C. Charlton

MPex Trophy .......5 cn G i H. T. Reynolds. P. Janes. R. Bowes
.C.C.A. M/S Championship .......... " ... H. T. Reynoids. C. Charlton. R. Bowes
?lryhﬁeld CC. e H. T. Reynolds, P. Janes. R. Bowes

CH’cuil Of B y“ i ver ph
ra (lre‘and) Ramb‘er S'l .I ro. y S H, T. R |d5. J. RUSSC"

Church Lawford 5 36 miles ). T. Scattergood

NATIONAL HONOURS

Winners of National Bicycle Polo League (without losing a match!)

Finalists in National Bicycle Polo Eng jsh c(l;‘ul:"rophy

Winners of All-Yorkshire “Sp(:‘rtlng Recor ] Sheash
. . ¥ ' S .

\,‘Ne‘:r‘:‘c!'s 9I! S&vaclll-(ilr\\dsa?étal—&).ipl.y{i. walker. K. Bradley. J. Bradley. C. Sheashy

dge, N. Sidaway. | key.
Veteran '?T‘X)“t"fg-lsl‘:le Championship. 3rd C. A. Starkey

MIDLAND HONOURS |
M.R.R.A. Birmingham to Oxford and back record ey and A. D. Stokes —4-40-7

ord
gham to Manchester and back tricycle resc P. V. Bray—8-41-51

M.R.R.A. Birmin

f Birmingham Bicycle Polo Lea
19

gue.
Wwinners O




LIKE THIS . .

JT'S OCCASIONS

when the smooth, efficient .b
transmission of a Perry Chain helps 1 rax
Be sure the Spring Link on your chain
is a genuine PERRY Spring Link

. BRAKE BLOCKSN
PE RRY CH AIN As soon as you brake, your Fibrax
it brakes stop you—gently, but firml.

: You pull up faster in emergency.
PERRY CHAIN E ' O 1]
SRR I R L T For steel rims, Fibrax Black Block:

for alloy rims, Soft Red Block.
FOR SAFETY'S SAKE—FIT A SETNOW

e—

CLUB OPEN EVENTS

SOLIHULL Ny
ITATIO
Ist—S. F. Higgi N SCRATCH 25 MILE T.T. FOR B.S.A. TROPHY
1y D . iSEinson (Halesowen C. & AC) . s
=P Bauich (Wil oPher's (Bootle C.CCy T L L B
stest Team . Willesaeﬁ) e : 5819
(P. Baulch 58-19 and G.'j. Love 1-0-32).

5B Bangarg o 25 MILE T.T, p

OR B.S.A. LADIES’' BOWL

-i

I

B<

-

=

‘O

fg =
25 -
<

N

n.
]

AD R
P ACE §
ulf .C.y "ath FO
ot e <€) R BROOKS TROPHY

C
. '(A,
w“""gl(
20 ., |

! . Ames. F_ RObinspn)




LUTZ DURLACHER
as
* The Trackman

KEN HUMPHRIES
s
Open Evengs Secretary

TRACK AND HILL CLIMBS

Winner of Ralei . -
i aleigh Internation: : Fer ; .
2nd Midland Centre |.()()0‘ :1?2(‘:‘05(%%“_':"“ Trophy (660 yds. scr.) ... L. Durlacher

> : entre_1.000. metres W Tats = 17 5 S 2 1B acher
;23 m:g:‘:gg écnllrc ;16000_‘metrcs Pirsuit®% = 258 5 6 t 33:::2?;:
: and Centre 10:mile 0 S A acher
Ist Hampshire Hill Climb (Record) =l Durach

e Hill Climb-(Recotd)s=ieie. . m st e o o o I. Durlacher
Ist M.C.C.A. Hill Climb (Record and Record Team) Pl

3 L. Durlacher. G. Wood. M. Lawton
Ist Team Oak Hill Climb

Jdeam Oak Hill Climb ... I.. Durlacher. G. Wood. A. Baxter
Ist Tcam Worce. C.A. Hill Climb .................. I.. Durlacher. G. Wood, M. Lawton

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
25-miles Charles Dawes Memorial Trophy ..o H. T. Reynolds
PR T 2 A % S o e S RS, e e E. A. Scymour
50-miles Championship ..o 0t et
<0-miles “Wally™ Jones Handicap Trophy .........o.coooomemen 2m oo S P. V. Bray
100-miles ). W. Bryan CuUP ioer= i-aeayisameds s SE oSt A e
12-hours. W. R, Crabbe Trophy #= wiw st ims e St o r S i
13-hours Handicap **Pop™ Maitland TrOPhY -rcvrrsrrsocisssee et 7 S. P. V. Bray
34-hours G. McHugh Trophy._..i..o - Ses Rt = - oy Miss S. M. Chappell
25-miles Ladies — Evelyn Hamilton TR Lol L"P. M. Durlacher
S-miles Scratch Track W. E. Wright Troph¥eceasm s o " p. M. Durlacher
t-mile Scratch Track Championship .t e A =L P.M. Durlucher
1-mile Handicap Track - Vie. Pegg UraPM sl o R e _ C. A. Starkey
Best All-Rounder (open) e g rjow Memorial Trophy ... E.A.Scymour

i | M. Hewilt
: der (Club Events) GilDert s iersarerarey
%Zssl' ,}\‘i‘l-'lll(:»l::;dcr Junior) "“Pop Bray Trophy

. H. Engl
| adies’ Attendance Award - The Mrs. H

:':T“mphy X
Miss P. Cotterill
B. F. James

Men's Attendance Peter Bennell Shield g HTERr:;rml‘:l‘:
- Sl v e pest el 2 GRS R “ REH: :
‘;I“\‘l-:: }l‘;“;'l-,‘}c‘g M/S -C'"hamPiO"Sh'P """"""" Ry : e Miss P. Ch;\pmzm

arshalling — Harold .Musgruvc Tmphym.?...l..;._v 3 . | Miss PrChapmas
:lAi‘“A(‘iimh Championship ..o
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— = NOT TRY ?

ol coowy | ¥ R

(0-12 SILVER STREET
KINGS HEATH
Phone : HIG 2592

2] v
LIGHT WEIGHT ACCESSORIES ¢ >~
REPAIRS =
WHEEL BUILDING P

ENAMELLING

. * e 2 o e
Clubfolk welcomed, come along :
and have a chat

2, P

(LUB RECORDS LSStk ins SRE
Tandem 12 hr. 1.1, A . Stanle i
i A. St y and A. D. Stokes 263 miles 815 yds.
B'ham to Oxford and back A Stanley and A. D. Stokes . ; u. 4-4()»-(5\3
(twice) 4-46- 7
2_4-hnur »l 2 b 2 S. P. V. Bray 442 miles 1.478 yds.
50-mile T.T. Tricycle S P. V. Bray . - . 2-25-40
30-mile T.T. Tricycle S. P. V. Bray . - 1-23-37
2S-mile 1.1, Tricycle S.P.oV. Bray .1- 853
IRACK
440-yard S.S. | P. M. Durlacher ’:i L,
8R0-yard S.S. 1. P. M. Durlacher Imi ?1932
1.000 metres 1.1, P. M. Durlacher NG s e

187 miles 1.077 yais

6 hrs. §7 mins
~ ton
i : r\h/,11rs. t'j :i.::mn
| D ) L8 =58
"A|)‘ 5. .hour d hack 1ht




* KX

EILA CHAPPELL

SH
dS
[ he eirl who hept the Hae fiving
and
P/\ULINE (‘H/\PP[{LL

[ orces Secreldry /954

SILVER Jl’l!ll,lil{ '\IASS-S'I‘ARI

(‘IIAMI’I()NSIIII’
POINTS

I. H Revnolds 44
2. R Bawcs 48
3. P, Juncs 41
11 Russell 35
5 (. Charlton 24
Gaals Sc:ulcngnud &

Il

7 (. Gordon

(Six othet riders gained points).

CLUB MAGAZINE BESI ARTICLE PRIZES
st G. Kemp: Cyeling in Kenyd (Nyanzd Proxiiv: ’ Bowes
nd “Y(lhht’l'g;lhh;‘lﬂf SNgvigating @ Cloud. she
PRESIDENT'S PRIZE FOR BEST AC(‘()UNT OF (l‘lln Rt
R. Borneman foi his article =T he Perfec! Dy
OPEN B.B.A.R. (50. 100, 12 hrs.)
4 2 ,',“'&mrke_\ 2.9-18. 4-30-48. 245.07. D927 m.p-N-
2 S P V. Bray 2-12-1. 4-38-33. 136.52. 31373 m.p-h-
CLUR SEN
‘ E (,"T B.A.R. (25. 50. 100 and 12 hrs.)
3 J"A'?F.wnnu- 1-4:39. 2-10-14. 4-41-47 232.44. = s
=D |',.“"'ds;.n |45 2:20-15. 4-59-27 194, 3'”'“"”'
T A :-::.3:."5-4-‘:4.':11441 L9919 mpD h
e wphries [-14-45. 3.35.40). ;_2“_3(,. 201 |’~)_()4\H\p
UB JUNIOR B.A.R. (5. 1
| AR (510, : i
e SYaas lf and 25 miles)
L2620, 19-59_ | -R-36. K70 mp h

TOURING POINTS, 1954

GENTS
Jo i HRE

) Cdame
3 ? Dodge 2 2=
R Tt 0
3 | Randle 4
1. Moore o0
6
47

W. Anmw”

6
7 %% ALkins
| ADI S
| P (’nllcl'i“
2 B. Moor¢
1 ) White
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CHAPTER V1

1955 ~ 1961

mthe annual growth rings reqular".

The Solihull tree had survived a worlg war in
a robust state and celebrated its first 25
years. Now it was mature but had to face a
changing environment yet again. One in which
the 'freedom of the individual' was to
deteriorate into 'licence to do what you
like' - the so-called Permissive Age of the
sixties and seventies. How would it respond?
With vigour to be sure, for while its 'bark'
of experience protected it from the more
direct assaults, its 'sap' of lively
democratic rule enabled it to throw out still
more new shoots. "It was mature and ready
for a great new 1ife" to quote from Doug

Osmonde's toast to the Club and President at
the Silver Jubilee Dinner.

One surprising change in the Cycling world,
¥as the demise of the national magazine THE
BICYCLE, at a time when there was increasing
interest in the pastime in the country.
Started by J w Mills, himself an ex-
Professional racing cyclist, with Rex Coley,
om-de-plume "RAGGED STAFF", a nationally
known member of the Midland C. & faSer
faconteur and cycling humourist as editor r11r1
945, it apparently catered for WhaE ang
Organised cyclists at least Wafm.:ed t in
Cing, professionalism and PUbl.lClty'P y::ehaps
August 1955 it ceased publication. Tistic
CY¥Clists were too mean or too ind1V1dhua older
to buy two cycling journals, SO tthee only
€stablished CYCLING continued,
National week 1y.
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gyr years time tne N.C.U. apq

é.nL.}f,(()j. we};e to amalg:;;";‘;";-;s ce, meanwhil a Ft}l']\:
ineasy interplay now that the yai
permitted massed-start racing on the g,
"oad, did not conduce to loyalty to Clupg),
enthusiasts of this form of ra:cu’ng becayg,
the N.C.U. held an 'ace card’ in that j
alone could select teams for Internationa
Competition. May be this prevented tpe
Solihull C.C. seriocusly suffering from logg
of riders to the league. It certainly
resulted in riders like Ernie Clements and R
Jones coming over to the 'Red, White and
Blue' for brief spells as the seemingly
evergreen and popular Dick Bowes attracted
round himself more potential future stars,
such as Harry Reynolds, Pete Janes, Derek
Russell, Colin Charlton and Gerry Charlton.

lélcu%mpetiti.on for a new title-block for the
Tay1 Magazine was won by Albert and Frank
witne;éinWho hag joined in 1949 due to
Fen Eng i% E’uch CLUB SPIRIT" at a feed near
ngergg asr}nual Inter Club 12 hour. A
19npost out in th untry
Cycle 1T 1n e CO
- Porp < ro%%?f,g against it indicated
o oMPreheng; .~ SOCIAL, emphasisin
Thig wase ' Slve eactlvities ’Of tha C 1ub.
and the idolgtor hag é\ggUSt issue to augment
Suggested T UCtiOn of med the NEW m YEAR’
Bernayd. gte “harq Ra; CYCLISTS' CALENDAR
Sugnard' "rgamiémge agd e, had been well
RaCJ'?SgStsed that t?]er of thl Seems now!
knowny Med o g Pub1 %, Club Road Race
Anot | "S0ing arlmg terest in Roa
Whic}:lzrlwinfluence € shou1d have
as MONEY?YSAWSill b'e Stiy

SPir{,Might pith
rltua'l t-be b Us ard ANe



principles rel_ating to .good aims
pecame less influential,
roblems of making events
increasing due to the changing worig
ginancial conditions (possibly the emerging
of an entirely new financial system), tended
to intrude more and more. Organisers looked
round for someone to pay the bills, riders
desperate to compete on equal terms with the
Russians, who used sport as a political
advert and saw to it that their national team
members were given full time training - in
the army or the Americans who retalliated by
giving their representative Sports
Scholarships for full-time training at
Universities, succumbed to hidden payments
for their performances. Thus the concept of
'sponsorship' was developed, soon spreading

to every sport (apart from cycling) with the
consequences we see today.

or bad aimg
naturally the
pay their way,

The Club Calerdar, after its first issue with
a touring picture and an "AIRNEY PAIRKINS"
cartoon on each month changed to an
International or National "Star" Rider each
month and sold well over 1,000 copieg each
year, making a profit which contributed
towards the cost of the magazine more and
more as the income from advertlsemer.xts
declined as the smaller manufacturlgg
companies were either swallowed up te)r,
amalgamations or went bankrupt. The prin o
had been changed to Martin Brothers off Afgcof
Green in 1954, The Club minutes are U o
complaints that members are not suppor

the Dances and the Slideshows.

ihull
In the competitive sphere A4 Sf::glgcl)lids
continued to flourish with Ha“i’n syeventh
confirming his Junior promisSe€s gor; a?ding our
in the Manx International and 1€
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Olympic Games in Melbourne (SilV

Club team of P Janesg :

victory. The Polo ta;lng;Ck, Owe
National League without log.aln Wo
emphasising their superiority b;n |

ENGLISH CUP for the first gy,
Starkey set up a national V. 3c
Age record as well as winning the VT?p mile
mile Championship and second ip V.et.sA 50
while Stan Bray finished second in the M‘ergAR
R.C. 24 hour with 449.2 miles, the best by
Midland rider. Dick Bowes came second in ty
Solihull Road Race, and the Scratch 25 ya
won by N. Shiel (Molyneaux R.C) 57-50, later

to become World Pursuit Champion and a

National Director of Cycling. P Janes was
"the revelation of the Tour of Ire}and" as
well as winning track events along with Harry
Reynolds, Dick Bowes, Trevor Bayliss and Lutz
Durlacher, little wonder that the SUNDA&;
MERCURY gave the Club a double page Sprgadtﬁe
pictures taken on club runs roun
Warwickshire Lanes.

: g
1956 - The Reynolds star was 1nrltdf}S
ascendant, selected to ride 1n the er—up;
Championships at Copenhagen; a P!

. - . the
puncture and icy cold rain put him Olétr’ Teal

A
Medal); Isle of Man International, En?lag);

team (fourth). : : (eigh
v ; Paris - Dieppé
Holland, peek Kermesse (ninth) and many b

15

zf;id é:fce§ SO it was fitting that he WOl h}l]y

% ing“? S event for the Brooks rop-ng
the So1ito) Pound (Dulwich paragon ledd

olihull ¢¢ J ked UP

- to a team victory bac

be and Reg pee,
e Time~Tp
veterans, éiiillists

Y v
Starkey 236,03 miyeg (OLOVe backing up Cyr!

T.T. i ASS '
T. Association's Natf;f;llnl the Veterah”

2 hour wit

~relied on the Club"f




207.75 miles to win the tean championship.
stan Bray dropped.one. pl'ace from 1955 i the
pricycle Association's B.A.R. to eighth
(19.523mph) but was second in the 12 hour
championship 214.76 miles, a second beating
of the Club record to go with his 100 miles
5-0-37 and 50 miles 2-24-50. 1tz Durlacher
was fourth in the Maccabiah Games Road Race.

The poloists won the National League for the
third time and English Cup for the second
time, making this double their prerogative
for the next four years until the unbeatable
nature of the Solihull team centred round the
Bradley brothers was deliberately broken up

for the good of the game by them forming a
new team.

So we follow the fortunes of Harry Reynolds,
' 30th in the 1957 wor1ld Championships after
. buncturing, third in the National R.R.
Championship, he was selected for the World
Professional Road Race in 1958 but due to the
confused state of British Racing rules ile' had
9ot an Independent licence and was ineligible
to ride but came fifth in the Tour of
Britain., When called up for National Service
he won the Army Cycling Union 100 mile T.T.
and many more road races in Army colours, and
in 1959 turned professional to ride the Tg:l;
de France but when doing well on the twel s
day suffered a pile-up while descending a co

Leésulting in a broken collar bone!

In 1956, Ray Richards joined the Sgélll;ung
from the Ivy wheelers (which Club, s azAund
defunct, had also provided someSecretary
Founder members), becoming Ger}eral he Club a
for 1958 and continuing to give t

' ars
good stint of nine years during these y€
of change.
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An efficient organis
man for the job, altlfcfdgge Was perhq
rson at "oouring oil on tnot the grgS the
for he was full of energy rfu}o-led watiﬁe.it
ctarts, time-trials and cyélo?_glng in nag,
o tEikernt SO was in tou?}),ssfisweli
trends o{‘.’ the times. Eventually cy:lth the
his main pre—occupation léadinéof:(':ross
ecretaryship of the newly fourn E
10Cross Association and Organin;zd
World's Cyclo-cms;

first
hips held in England at Crystal

1972.
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Champions

palace 1n
ach year sav

puring this 1955 to 1961 period
the Club gaining National and even
successes while the normal

: 21 events

International
club 1ife of weekly runs, SO
ap'-ﬂwlmw

proceeded vigorously
new members flowing through (
minutes an the magazln pages ~ reglste;
their own jndividua talen The membersg
rose to the 200 mark in 1957 and h°§ef1ew
there until 1962, with many 2% s
members joining in a year (1960 s ¢ Uo
d that ow't

only to pbe eX
flourished.
es maY

gtéstlzoci):o_llst the more out
mGmlm:_rlng but surely recall in, B
Winte;:s. E A Arthur, R Peé, LLEs g ®
it e ,JRMG Richards,
; Blakelock bonk.’ g BaShav, S n
Hitchcock, R Briggs, D Russell, R Gordo o
| Hitehoock, & Middleton, L Harri>: Mos
ghasl::;reYr B rége’n?: Quinn, E LewlSs J Taylor[:,
Tomkir?:gge'gmsses’ 7 ra gordr B2y LD
» Bob RiChardqugl'shG?:L::lldlngr?h 1
’ u ewo !
it

A b by L ()

Hill, Wright, J

Y +r D Bolt f Asht

iascs) LAt Bullo,n'BANG Richards’ ;
Moss an

y ¥ A




rragically, three oi the above were destineg
not to fulfll.l f:;%‘sg—:sx:: clear potential. John
chaw and Eric Blakelock, after several
seasons enthusiastically riding mass-start
events chiefly, gaining in stature all the
time, they were first and second in the
Club's Mass-Start Championship awarded on
points gained in Open events, were killed
while on a cycling tour of Bavaria in
September 1962, not on their cycles but
while returning from a Beer Festival in a
minibus. Their close friend Bob Richards was
thrown clear with terrible injuries but
thankfully, eventually recovered and in later
years, although moving south in his work,
achieved prominence, winning R.T.T.C. Team
Championship medals with the Antelope C.C.
The third sad loss was John Ashton who, after

showing tremendous promise as a Junior in -

Club Time Trials, was forced to give up
cycling due to serious health problems.

One may discern a trend for racing men to
have less time for Club social events,
especially if they had any talent, as they
develop aims like becoming a professional,
riding in the Tour de France, and presumably
becoming rich. About this period it was only
the 'star' riders who were affected, not as
in present days, almost everyone at leagt
hoping to get some sponsor to pay their
expenses, so attendance at the Reunion Run,
the Birthday Run, and President's Prize Run,
fluctuated widely, but fortunately the newer
younger members supported them and so kigt
the "Solihull Spirit" alive, along with the
Club's veterans.
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