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10.02.056 am -
The pure Saturday Run Action!
— Salters Lane / Peloton / Motorised back—up ?






10.29.40 am — Peloton Fastpack.

KOOKABURRA ARRIVAL (2)

10.29.45 am — from across the Globe, still they come !
18X . f "y




10.29.50 am — more hardmen ......

KOOKABURRA ARRIVAL (3)

10.20.58 am — The Cream ..... spot on time!
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RECENT CLUB HISTORY

The reason We say "recent” is because the story of club
schievements through the first fifty years of its life had already
been admirably recorded in Stan Bray’s book "AWHEEL".

Now, on the occasion of our seventieth year, it seemed only
right to bring the whole thing up to date and' review what had
been going on through the past two decades. Some of those
years saw a lot more action packed into them than did other
years. ~But the end result is that the Club is not just
surviving, it’s thriving.

You've only got to be outside the "Barley Mow" in Solihull
town centre early on a Sunday morning to realise how well the
Club is thriving. Many of the riders are wearing the red,
white & blue club colours — which means the Solihull name
gets advertised not only up and down the British Isles but at

plenty of places abroad as well.

And nowadays it doesn’t only have to be Sundays. In the past
decade the clubrun programme has so expanded that there’s
hardly any day in the week when one Solihull C C group or

another are not out and about in the local countryside.
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CATCHING UP

A brief (17!) review of the past 20 years with Solihull Cycling

1979

Just to set the scene, this was the year when the Club
its Golden Jubilee. The staggering total of 408 people

the Dinner & Dance on saturday 7th April at St. Johns"' ot
n the racing scene at this time were H

Names prominent i %
Cchris Moseley, Alan

(surprise surprise), Mal Eccleston,

pete Janes and a young Keith Reynolds. z
In June, Harry Reynolds won the Vets National Road Rac

Championship in the Isle of Man, supported by John Holla

and Pete Janes (24th). In the clarks cables Sponsoredi a

cannon Hill park, Keith Reynolds won the Schoolboys ‘even
one of 34 wins he notched up in 1979 - while John Holi“an |
trounced the rest of the Solihull opposition in the Vets
A little earlier, in May, Dick Bowes had put himself out of

Wellesbourne airfield circuit. .
In other fields our rough-stuff specialists, the Taylor

were pass-storming through the wilds of Scotland’s Glens
Lochy. Pauline Smith, besides being an extremely capébiba

ladies) while her husband Pete was out on the roads sco:
impressive performances in the middle-distance time tri
Harry Reynolds was elected to Honorary Life Membership |
of the way he’'d emblazoned the name of the Solihull c

National & international records. = a7

1980 e

Ja : 5 e

Bonuary saw the.Dlnner again at st. Johns and a now-r ép

thwe; :tarted Pl 2nd year as Chairman, while Mal Lawto

e 2nd of L5
was at th e L General Secretary. Clubroom at
. @ Woodbourne clup ip Rumbush Lane and w‘asr d;
inue A

there for another 5 years. Phe P ahnuad spons 5

day was a well-sy
PPorted event o i
also providing substantia] amo;nUOt-OnlY g R R

A name ‘R, Batchelor:



ongst nempership applications this year we note the
sses ‘S.J.’ Names p
kings 2 crowther lass S.J & ‘J. A.’, as wallUaa, At - ave
1X an
gop Jones: g

guns £rom the "Barley Mow® wWere arranged on ap "informal bas;
ith the said Mr. Batchelor organising Fast Rupg ik
W

! - By the
the year this same gentleman was awarded the GOt

: "Most Promisip
yenber" trophy, while ace tourists Albert & Frank Taylor weg
re

,lected Honorary Life Members in recognition of the many ways in
hich they had contributed to the well-being of the club.
that featured in this years racing successes included Rob
john Burridge, Ian McQuaig and Chris White besides sundry
including Roy Gordon - who took the Vets BAR, 2nd year in
guccession. Kelth Reynolds rode for the Midlands team in
gnglish Schools 2-day stage race at Butlins, Filey.

Names
Gill,
vets

the

Local inter-
club events were, with our involvement, particularly well-

supported with fields numbering anything between 60 and 80.

1981

our most promising Mr. R. Batchelor chose this year to start a
3-year stint as Chairman, Yvonne Smith took over as mag. editor,
Dick Bowes continued as Dinner organiser - the venue switching
now by popular acclaim to the Greswolde Hotel at Knowle.

In the summer the club’s perennial friend Tommy Godwin elected to
ride Lands End to John O’Groats as a charity venture. The club
not only supported his effort but also that of club-member Bob
Knight who also completed the "End to End".

Amongst the new names joining were Tony Pierce and Kevin Wilson,
whereas Keith Reynolds switched to 2nd claim following his move
to sponsored racing club G S Strada.

John Burridge, who was in the process of monopolising the Vic
Pegg sprint trophy from 1975 through to 82, continued to display
his manifold talents, not only winning a Malvern road race and
taking 3rd in the Newcastle 3-day, and winning the club BAR for
the 2nd year in succession but also organising winter runs shd
Llangollen club weekend. Another name now noticeable in race :
fesults was Mark Paveley, whose successes incltlldef-:l gnd P:a‘:::eln
the 45 mile Saracen event and the shirley RC 50 P roa)j er I.
John Holland set an Offa’s Dyke cyclo-cross record - 48 70 !



82 . -
19the early ’80s, as in previous years, there was = s’;t’-
In with usually a couple of new names =

influx of members 5 =
with "natural wastage" the total membershj

each month. ”
around 100. On saturdays now there (?]as a fast run( On
couple of runs put with no predetermined Irun programme
yet again the early season Dinner at the Greswolde we @
thanks to Dick’s efforts. unfortunately a home move ,llzlt_ewa
yvonne Smith had to reliquish editorial duties in Apri:

of the Grainger brothers, Alan, took over the task - thi.
other commitments like winning the club 12-hour T.T. championgpi,
and with it the club BAR trophy. RS b

From the younger members Paul Nix gained the junior 'Bi

achievement he would repeat next year. Paul also took

and the adult sprint titles, while for the 3rd time in
he had won the club road race championship.
Talent seemed to be highly concentrated in certain ind
Alan Boden, now a vet, took the club ‘25’ 'champions'h':i:
just pipping "H"’s 1978 time by some 6 seconds. Th
example was Maureen Paveley, ever-active in the time

Organising various functions such as a clubroom folk e
darts match or a disco. Continuing this theme '»theﬁ-y g
awards list had Alan Grainger as Most Promising M o

danised the slower run. *"H" began
s" : o e E T ,"w

- On the Beoley circuit, a pattern
bsequent years. s

“tra_ining road race
continue through gy

E.% LEy i: .i
- = "“



woodbourne clubroom had been refurbisheq and there
The

. Was ap
ening ceremony at ‘theistartict aprjj, Yet again the SPringtipe
Oprﬁored Rides'‘generdtcaicEBhREa: charity; eacp year the
Sp}ficiary was liable to change, for
pene

‘83 it wag the st. Johng
ampulanc

the mid-year yet more members of the Lan
BY

gley famii
dad paul and daughter carol.

l6-year old car
pout - she very quickly monopolised the ladies
a

hampionship, @ trend which continueq throu
(o}

py the end of the year brother Robert had
Y
promising Member trophy.

Y had joineg
ol didn’t mess

Y25

gh subsequent Years.
been awardeq Most
Was a takeover looming 2
The overall strength of the club was looking good.

Paul Nix took
the mens ‘25’ championship with 58-30, Alan Grainger besides
editing was recording impressive times over a variety of
distances and Mal Lawton beat 25mph in the Warwickshire RC

The annual Clarks Cables race day this year attracted 300
entrants.

‘10'.

The Woodbourne club repaid a large £300 loan to our
club funds - but then proceeded to raise the club rental!
Ssadly, after the summertime Cannon Hill Ppark races, Clarks ?ables
announced that 1983 was the last year they would be sponsoring

the events - the end of a long and successful partnership.
e

1984

: Chairmanship
A "change at the top" again - John Hartga took the (i a8
i i
stint. Concerns over falling clubnig
i Tiain e g i1i the Building Fund had
se
attendance and pressure to utili FiC. io 3zads lee ERIEL
initiated moves for an inter-club 11n5 up; S5 S0 sbledln
contests and the like were arranged with other Coventry clubs.
the M.C.& A.C. and two or three of the Co
Saracens, e M.C. -C. _ e e
Maureen pPaveley was very active in organlS; glub official of the
attractions, resulting in her being eleCteth ough her triple
% : g T
Year - this in addition to being part-way
bruns.
Score for Best Attendances on clu e e suppOrFr
On the racing side, and despite the en ces at cannon Hill
H ik Su,erblY‘organised day of ra ViTe SR e
arry laid on a sup . d race performan Gl
park. Regularly recording goo ¥ <1 Gordon & Chris
Paveley, John Burridge, Bill Halsey,




ccame the first Solihull member ( :

Langley b T L
carol g win the prestigious Ladie

in 1979) to
of the event 1n : S
the Rita Cordwell trophy. she underlined this succ

Messrs. Reynolds, Lucas & Stephenson to ride the I
taking in all the high cols and enabling "H" to pa

the Port d’Aspet. SN it o
In the autumnal cyclo-cross front Michael ‘Bradley no:

o

the club championship (this year & next) butalsoiEo
Birmingham & Midlands title both years AND won bron
the National Championships. At a slightly "le.'s'g i tens
Mark Paveley won the autumn freewheel contest ,,.a.':nd John

was nominated Chief Hobo - his second reign in this most
< ¢ oK, 5 i

roles. e

1985

Clubroom evenings had for several 'jréafé beénln the
club yet committee meetings continued aneélll‘l-'l-e
being held at Knowle village hall. ;Tbihing» the

E




il

2] pecenber ; Margaret Towers was nominated "Most Promisin
. g
yenber”s Bas Lewis took the vets BAR, cClive Grainger was
slected official of the Year, Frank Wells rounded up a dedicated
e

half-decade of winning the Musgrave marshalling trophy - and

: ‘0
sol’ Jim winter was Chief Hobo. 3

1986

with John Hartga still exercising the steadying hand, this was

destined to be one of those years when it all starts to happen !!

garly in the year contact had been made with Highgate United

football club with a view to change of clubroom. By the 20th

February we were up and running, installed in the Tythe Barn Lane
premises for our first clubnight.

( Whoever said The Solihull don’t know how to move fast 27 )

Jim Jinks became our chief contact there. Happily the separation
from Woodbourne was amicable and the Club presented John & Evelyn
Leek with a carriage clock by way of thanks. The annual club
dinner was marked by the presentation of another carriage clock -
this time to Eric Arthur in recognition of his completing 25
years as club Treasurer. :

In May, Dave Lucas organised two immaculate Cotswolds randonées.
Clive Grainger laid on circuit training at the new clubroom,
while - observed within the list of new names lured into the fold
- were Anne White, John Hooper and John Andrews. 3 noteworthy
members, Lewis, Hateley and Pee, won the Handicap team award in
the M.C.C.A. ‘100’. Thanks to a string of impressive results Rob
Langley was selected for the G.B. training squad (amp.fLe
justification for his being nominated Most Promising Member).

The club invested in a quadruple set of new competition rollers
and Stan Bray’s 50-year history of the club was close to

publication. With so much positive activity it was disturbing to

read of one troublesome aspect ; Dick Bowes wrote in “Awheel

criticising the disruption of clubruns by poser-racers.

Yet, as the year closed, there was an intimation in the wind.

Significant club Sponsorship could be on LS eWaVis et




1987

ted Chairman and Mike a4
\ : r was elec e ag
clive Grainde

] : in w
agazine editor : : : ,
SoE The 1986 promise of sponsorship came ver

fruition.  New member John Hooper was able to 9ff§,.
support totalling £6000 per annum throug}.l EdgbaStor}
gervices and Royal Life, an agreement becoming effective |
19th of January. sponsorship was not a totally popular |
but there could be little doubt that cash inJ',eqt A
promised level should provide significant benefitgs
membership generally and to top-performing racers in pa
To this end a sponsorship sub-committee was allocated
administering the fund year on year. An Open

arranged on the 30th April for the Sponsorship pfés
which representatives of solihull Council were invited

hat were to become dramatjc timesig 8

the club.

clothing, the Club History book, a roller demonst ati
buffet supper were laid on for the benefit of guests_,_ﬁ;
The inflow of new members escalated almost 1mmed1ate y
significant proportion of the new funds went into add’u:. i
club clothing which members were actively encouragéd'ft,
support of the sponsors. Normal club activities proc 7
such as inter-club roller contests, the reli'abbi_. it 2
summertime barbeque, autumn randonnée (which nev}gé;_
White co-organised very effectively with John M-oore).h
Sadly, in mid-season, cClive Grainger chose to réﬁsi
Chairman and from the sponsorship sub-comm. Mal Lawtol
as Chairman, Kevin Wilson moved into the sub-commit

In racing, things were accelerating rapidly. Steve !

York went on to take the national

bronze in tpe national lkm, besid
the individua)

first roaq rac

‘25’ title; CaroL.
es creditable perf e
Pursuit & points events; Carl Ratcliff ﬁé
e win i

. 53-03,
With Alanp Philpott,

climb wing,

at Telford; Gary chapman set & m



Vice President BOB MAITLAND celebrates his 75th,
in company of sundry Solihull members at Sutton Coldfield, March 1999.

e Iluc mountain road.
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- CLUB HISTORY . ... continued: —
El
REC

1988
Fraatd hardly have started on a worse Note. pjek Bowe

3 yea-nto hospital for an operation but complicat ire:
1

i
gone Ons arose apg
he B

od by OVer 300 people. Understandably ma
attendevastate d but they contributed generously t
wefe oventually went to provide 3 tandems on pe
:iZChbenefit of local blind riders.

4 died on Boxing Day. His funeral op 8
a

O a cash tribute
IMmanent loan e
Remarkably,
edition of the club magazine was produced overnigh
paveley in time for the club Dinner.

a memorial
t by Derek
At more mundane levels club life went on. Coventry Road clup

organised a training w/e
to Wwales; over 100 attended a "Birthday Ride" to Yarningale;

roller demonstration was provided in Mell Square.
came in thick & fast.

attended a clubroom social in March; *g*

a
New members

in racing the gauntlet was thrown down early-season when the club

promoted the first Birmingham roller racing league competition.
Paul Nix went on to record 3 wins in the series. Matt Norman
became 1988 BCF divisional champion; the Solihull team took
bronze medal in the BCF team trial; Alan Philpott & Steve York
brought the tandem ‘10’ record down to 18-26 in the Savernake
Velo event; Gary Chapman further reduced the club “25' record to
52-15 in the Letchworth Velo event; Carol Langley’ won silver
medals for both pursuit & points events in the National Track
Championships. Rob Langley, not to be outdone, took 3rd i.n the
Brighton to London road race and came 4th in the National
hillelimb. There were now 5 first-cat. licence-holders in the
club. Mark Paveley (yawn) again won the downhill; beer &

i . . rst was
Skittles were enjoyed at clubnight in November, Bob Smej:hu e
Chief Hobo.,

. 2 e i Uédo
Sponsorship or not, essential life contin

now Gary Chapman:
steve | Tonge, Mark
th ladies Sue
smethurst,

™e senior squad for sponsored support Was
Richarq Evans, Rob Langley, Matt Norman, Wit
*aveley, Alan Philpott and Steve York ol pave
“rowther, Sandra curtis and carol Langley:



2

press Secretary for the past 2 Yeard *
's Dinner. New members continued tgq jo'ln.
rt on the club runs was very Strongj
ronze in the RTTC team time trj,
eam for the Irish Milk Race ang agéin

pesides acting as
organised this year
healthy rate and suppo
The club team took Db

Langley was in the GB t
Members were elated to see our man Keith RéYp

Cologne. i
y AND winning 2 stages in the

holding the yellow jerse

Race. ;
In the Moore/White autumn randonnée the unique riding perfor

Richard Evans organised a December weekend to Ironbrida
hostel, while John Holland - always happy to oblige:-. 

yet again the mantle of Chief Hobo. s
Club life, in its many forms, continued unabated.

1990

Mal Lawton handed over the chairmanship reins this year tc
Bayliss while Margaret Towers & “"Joe" Arthur still con
their long-running roles as Sec. & Treas. John Hoopeiyr
this years Dinner which was held at the old venue sﬁ;,
attracted 142 diners. Mike Adams was having to end his
magazine editor, his last issue coming out for the dlnn
immediate replacement was forthcoming. For a While_ﬁhé
filled by a news sheet thanks to Mark Paveley. : ;
New additions to the race team were Ben Wilson and Je ny
both of whom were sent on cycle-race training cburses;-
quickly produced useful results in open competitiéﬁ.iﬁbi
Successes were recorded by Rob Langley (1st in Beigian-f
Norman (bronze medal in team TT at World Student Gaméé)
Evans, Rodney Downs and Danielle smith. Mike & Safahnﬁqﬁm}
Bt o:ere bot? ?Ollhull members. Despite a?mf
competition results John Hooper expresse
concern that Teporting and publici : o s
company ‘s sponsorshi T 33
P. The one consistently good succes
was the turnout- on ¢lubruns ! i e als
Membership numbers were &-



editor e was

all the club
. o trialse

o HaY a seat constructed by.John Cordwell haq been
ganpton 1P Arden.churchyard ik mtl-:mory of founder-memper Eric
walker and his wife Fred?.‘ In his will Eric hag donated ¢500 to
che club to be used specifically to aig magazine Production, 4
cad twist seeing the present difficulty of attracting ap editor.
py the turn of the year Rob had yet again scored well in the
yational hill-climb crlxan.\pionships with an 8th Place, Jenny Thorp
was awarded Most Promising Member award and Eric Arthur finally

How long before

Placeqd ip

retired as Treasurer after 30 years in the post.
the club would see another example like that ?

1991

Two new names took over official posts in the club - John

McCallum as treasurer and Richard Tall (despite being at school)
picked up the threads as magazine editor. = et
From the start of this year there was a restructuring in the
club’s sponsorship arrangements. An "elite squad! was formed,
comprising R.Langley, M.Norman, Philip Leigh, Brian Tinsley &
Graham McGarrity. The latter 3 were "imported" - McGarrity was .
based in Scotland - but were proposed and elected as members.
Members of this squad would have expenses paid quarterly. John
Hooper was happy with this arrangement and he again _organised a
successful Dinner, back this year at the Greswolde. The influx
of new members continued unabated, names featuring in this years
list included Anne-Marie Bathmaker, Steve Mountford & Mike Cope.
The racing successes make formidable reading : -Rob Langley,was
in the gB squad in the UK Milk Race, the Tour of West Flandggs
and for Northern Ireland Milk Race in which he took 6th ]1:;_].'2::;
“eGarrity was in the Scotland team in N.I. ',The 'c-l::a::OEvanswon
o e = i

e RR, the club retained the : championship
Championshipp Bob Jones won the National criterium.

; ottish RR
3d the Nat. vets RR champ., McGarrity became Sc Wt
“hampj op




pure competition, 22 members rode the Cotsyey
rom

AETas é while across in France, early September, 2
nee : . ..Y

randonJohrll Moore cruised through the 1200 kllometres of

yound e

's-Brest—Paris. T
e A very healthy year !

1992

Trevor Bayliss continue

Treasurer - this latter rol
A new development in the runs programme was the mount

now taking place once a month on Wednesdays. The

Y

d as Chairman while Mal Lawton moy
e destined to continue until 1

run,
reliabity trials took place in March, this time in lou:

plenty of new members included Paul Carbutt, Karl Mét/_
Langham, Nigel Roberts, Brian Jones, Barrie Goodyef;
crippling randonnée weekend in the Yorkshire Dales wé
by Anne White for 26 Solihull riders. ¥ )
The elite race squad was trimmed to 4 riders - Lahgle
McGarrity and Dave Williams (ex-Liverpool Mercury).
Cat-1 riders were in the Solihull team. = =
Race successes continued to pile in. Some examﬁleg%
cyclo cross, R.Langley 1st; Gravediggers RR, G.McGa
Oxonian c/c, R.Langley 1st; 4-day South African RR
J?nes (inc. 2 stage wins); Royal Sutton RR, Beﬁvﬂ
Div’l RR Champs, B.Wilson lst, M.Norman 2nd,;R£‘
R.Jones 5th; Div’l Team Pursuit Champs, 1st Sol hu
were coming to an dmﬁ
the season Edgbaston Ing : g. o anqua.

urance services went in

liquidation. p e
the way forward. a speclial me

Good times, unfortunately,

Suftice to say ty
With jtg Credibi)
SXtremely wely

e c : e
e l?b eMerged from this little fundi
Ho:elntact'_ Both the big raée‘i.ﬁi‘ﬁ"

and thig eventually rVer S sponsorship accbunigﬁga
On esulteq j : R
2 happy note, Bob Maitlandlﬁ,mlgratlon from the
acce

Solihy
TIeeteh Vice President



tem as Chaji
.rn th altitans g
it ¢+ Mal 1,
h 1iantly agreed to undertakethe dual*rolEias Chairmap g e
yva
Leasurer: The Towers family were poy well representeq o
T ntinuing as General Secretary, husbang Fred as p + Margaret
co

e unately the start of the year yas marred by ress Secretary,
+4n. BTAY mile-eater extraordinaire, poet
ro many in the veteran wheeler’'s world stap
pearel for Solihull Cycling Club.

r Writer apg editor,
had been chief flag-
There were tributeg aplenty at
n the accompanying magazine,

on the general club front, life was blooming - 3 rung op the

sunday, the Tuesday all-day run now firmly established,

Wednesday
MTB rides once a month.

Brian Hitchcock was doing sterling
"Bring & buy* nights were proving very
popular. We even had Mick Ives over adding his goodies to those
on sale. |

work as Social Secretary,

simon Martin, Lee Forrest, Rob Jelfs were among the new members.
15 members rode the ATB Tour of the Cotswolds :

i 20 did another
Yorkshire Dales weekend. Four misguided individuals from the

Tuesday brigade were joined by V/P Bob Maitland on a super-
tourist "all lanes & hills" ride from Lands End to Cape Wrath &

John O’Groats; Ann Bayliss and Barbara Richards were the long-

suffering support crew. Another club group went with Fred Towers

to France for a September randonnée. 2 SGE
In racing, the Ladies 4-up team of Mesdames ,Bathmakler, Evans,
White & Langley pulled team prize in the Birmingham C.C. 50
kilometre event. oOnce again the MTB race day organised by Mike
Adams at Ragley Hall was an outstanding success with over ,5‘.).0

competitors, the event prompting good publicity in the Redditch

Advertiser, Stratford Herald & Birmingham Post.

B the end of the year Mike Cope’s Neste Chemlpals. cixo::d :all e
an offer of sponsored "Borealis" club clothing. RiC

"agazine; DLiZ
lecteq Official of the Year for his work on the mag H

"emNant took the Road Race Champion tXOPhYi
String of placings in MTB & cyclo-cross event
foMising Member and Cyclo-Cross Champion; ToR¥
il 3 Downhill winner.




1994

At this years dinner Tom & Eileen Godwin deputised fg

cordwell and his wife, while down from Derby came Mick
his speech yielding protracted (!?!) memorjes
At the Highgate clubroom Jim Jinkg

o improve our facilities with resp

chief Guest,
mile-eaters life.

determined efforts t
games, smoking control and avoiding clashes of erning ﬁéﬁ

the Sunday clubruns we were joined by a Japanese girl,
featuring in a Soli
fact that Andy Leacock & Rob Hampton were amongst our
o have been totally ignored by the loca

hull Evening Mail article. In contras

entrants seems t

pasis, enabling riders to extend their day rides into th
porders, the Derbyshire Peak or the southern Cotswolds

time) gained a 1st in a 4-up event. Alan Boden won a Vet
road race then later in the season scored third in his
category in the Vets world championships in Derbyshire.

back with two or three trophies - one of these for the
the largest number of finishers. Back at home Leﬁid§ ‘

Fhrough southern England and several club groups wen
join in the festivities. Just before this,‘on-Juﬁe 3rd
was a photo-night at the clubroom to celebrate the .
new Borealis jerseys. These proved very*p0pular“é£
b?tch had to be ordered to meet the demand.
Ei;::i:i:;ll ZZ: Fo relinquish magazine editorShin§:

. Ile Goodyer moved into the vacancy

the word processi
S1ing the commit o
computer, tee recommended the us

to purchas

A o
: %,
usin '

9 funds from founder-member Eric Walker’s dc
€ the relevant equipment. - CRIIOGE i»ﬁi

month Jim Sm

t . . .
over from Ji: siZEranglng a skittles evening. Paul BO
First ©IS as Chief Hobo - but what’s thi

time in 45
Years that the Taylor Bros have'not a



