1s

alan Boden received a special award for hig Outstanding success
es

Jast years vets events and John Hartga got the

in

Yabbergabber
crophy for the account of his epic Redditch - pang

S End - John
0/Groats - Redditch "trunking expedition-".

rhe March reliability trials went well thanks to Harry Gardners

offorts. He was deputising for "H"

who this year was in South
Africa visiting Keith who came in 6th in the 4

-day Tour of the
cape-

In May a group of Tuesday tourists took a week off to ride a sun-

paked coast to coast traverse. This year also saw a new

development in club activities, a party travelling to France and

parthlpatlng in their unique cycling week, the "Semalne
Fédérale",

held this year at Lons le Saunier in the Jura
district.

Not to be upstaged, Simon Martin, who had already
completed Phase 1 of the Raid Alpine, took advantage of workmg

time in 0z to ride the Audax Australia 200km event 1n the

mountains of Victoria. Vice President Bob Maltland cont:.nued to

amaze us - in September he completed ParJ.s/Brest/Par:Ls. Lo
On the home front, Thursday social runs were becomlng a regular
feature thanks to pioneering efforts over the past 2 years by :
Trevor & Ann Bayliss. Rumours were also rlfe that somethlng :
called the "zZ" run might afflict the club. New member Phll
Rosenbloom was settling in and his articles began appearmg in
‘Awheel". Another fine days MTB racing went off ln June at
Ragley Hall with 450 riders involved and with 30 or so club
lembers helping organisers Mike & Sarah.
In club time trials Mark pPaveley, Dave Drlver, ngel R°berts 8
Colin Langham were the usual names up at the top of the resulii::
Sheets, Later in the season Paul Carbutt got revved up: :c:;e :
1st vetg Place in both the Stone Wheelers '23° (57718) 0
Pattle of Britain Memorial ‘25’ at Bognor (87732): ed 'rowerSa
Another autumn excursion to France was arranged zzu:\: daYS got
;ziezl?i to the Roubaix district. Anda::l:h:fachief Hobo.
oung Paul" chiles donned the m




1996 .
vert commentator Roger Shayes as chief guegff

xcellent Dinner at the Moat House.

d with the BAR trophy plus all a
scooped the Yabbergabber for he
icles on Thailand; John e

with extro
d on an

leared the boar
ann Bayliss

g series of art
ted Michelin Puncture Trophy.

ow healthy the club was at this phase, a scan
the only day of the week when the

n - club rides Tuesday, Thursday, sa

ovening time trials wednesday, leaving Friday £

_walkers to get out. could it be for these reaso

cyclist :
among names joining (or rejoining) this year were Dave

pave Stephenson & John cornish ? ’
As happens every year, May sees the big lunch event fo

sols" as arranged by Frank Wells at the White Lion in Hampt
Arden. 55 people filled all the available places : The

senior member, John Hall, arrived on his bike! Much h

resulted when the originator of "Airney Pairkins* was accos
At about th

paveley €

outstandin
the newly-construc

To see h
would show Monday as

nadn’t got anything ©
sunday,

taking a spare lunch home in his saddlebag.
time the Senior Langleys were Up North, pushinglheédl
a snow-dusted Sustrans "C2C" route ; having done it one
turned round and pushed the wind all the way back aga:

In June the Tuesday "crinklies" were once again:dn'

Weekend" - Alan Boden’s Vets races on the SaturdéY};_;
TGreen Heart randonnée on the Sunday. Then with‘hé
1? was Semaine Fédérale time - this year at Cholet:
district south of the Loire. oS
j::izc::::gft:u this activity the club lost one 5f
e v az: zemp?hall collapsed while“on‘onejdf_‘:'
espite time in hospital he never reco'

Many were t i

CORErimiti he words of appreciation that recalled Tom’s U
ntribution to club p B,

But

as al emories.
14 a Wa x y i
Young who o:s, Life continues. 1n the racing sphere

Powered his way through to the ‘96 BAR. Pete

again exerted .
\ hls r 2 . :
th gravitational p : rat

© autumn pownhij) eani skills for a repeat
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gain it was time for change.
a 4
once +ing the die-hard few, our 39
act :
attr o clup was terminated.
a

gand
¥ pridge on Lady Lane.
a

pularj OUr IoOom there was wam, comfortable apg well-

g Bob Thornton’s hospitality made everyone fee] welcom
club quickly found their catering wag of a ve

lit.  Joan
€ and the
LY acceptable

standard - you only have to be there op Randonnée/Barbeqlxe

sundays to see how fast the steaks disappear !

at the Paul Nix dinner promo, Jim Jinks & his wife

as Presidents guests as thanks for Jip:

gighgate clubroom. Jim also accepted e
club Vice-President.

were invited
S pPersonal efforts at the
lection to the post of

Club guests this year were Chris & Marian
Moseley in recognition of their 20

~Year provision of mince pies
for pre-Christmas clubruns to Stratford.

The season soon kicked into life': 1In February "H" organised a

prive & Ride trip to witness the Severn Bore, a remarkable sight
when comparing the tide level before & after the big wave moved
upriver. Following that, the usual Spring reliability trial,

then the progamme of evening time trials as organised for 5 years

now by Maureen Paveley. A new item on the Sunday menu was the

‘D" run, thanks to Paul Chiles. A novel excursion for this year

saw budding track aces trying their skills on the Wall of Death
at the Manchester Velodrome; then came High Summer (in more ways
than one) with an enthusiastic club gathering at the now- -
unmissable Semaine Fé&édérale. The weather_at Albertville was
immaculate, the alpine passes were unforgettable.

Our one-time record breaking lady, Carol Langley, fentRer
9rfuelling 3-month cycle expedition through East Africa - wpxgh
later provided us with a unique slide-lecture night at the d 5
¢lubroom. From pave Stephenson & Anne-Marie Bathmaker wzd :%(:n
°¢¢ slides but we got good magazine reading after they :va )
atrocious conditions) the Pre-Alpine Randonnée from:Gen ;

Nice,

HOSt of the general club activities collt-i-l'medva".J u :E:ln::w moved
WO ney end-of -year developments ; the sk Plelan were firmly
t:'o Merrywooq Farm, Morton Bagot and the TUeEI=y c 3 '

*M0 the Christmas pub Lunch run. | :
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' was allowed to take a rest - Guy Elliott i
paul Ni1X

for the club dinner. Same venue, pyt &
d us all with his mounting of an impressive S

staggere hs & memorabilia. A few new faces in the

club photogialj Hayley & Emma Chiles as Most Promising

organisers seat

inners lis . |
: vin wilson (who'd taken a year off just to be able tgq
e

11 the opposition) bagged the Hill-Climb; Dave Stantopn
a 3 -
from Robert Hampton as holder of the Hobo shield; Luc
top lady time-trialist. Roy Cromack, who had recently

Guest. Two faithful clubmen relinquished their long-la
official posts at the AGM, John Cordwell as President
as recent joint Chairman & Treasurer. Tom Godwin becam

president, Fred Towers took on the role of Chairman',_f;:vp_
Rosenbloom as Treasurer. The Thursday Run finally bec
"official" with Jim Smyth in charge, and Guy Elliott
everyone knew what happened on Saturday mornings. :

everyone sunburnt. e

Among new members enrolling were Terry Passey,"'Péfé":
Ivor Thomas, -John (the Gardener) Thomas, while ontif'ﬁi
now-retired previous Chairperson brought a breath of
with his claud Butler, his Brooks saddle, his ‘bo

:::t:egrea:‘u:?e. Unfortunately even Lucy couldn’t

: 1ly there’s always (now) the "Semaine"
at Charleville Méziéres ﬁ-‘ 80
shine photoss 4+ Lo -rsp B
t Harry Reynolds was now“i/c-timéﬁif

had new . ’ '
3' & ‘107 courses and the events were well-

especial ; _
ly the Lottery 2-ypn. o T
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re we are right up to d.
3 ::e pit of hiStOryEEEs
1it

sanuary it was Guy agarn.,,a *& ﬁg’
n

LeaCOCK was Chief Hobo.
TRAMP OT because Steve

downhill trophies.

TSR ke

s

; can'nd ubt



Introduction

This section 1S intended to

ivities so that aspirng
interested 1n joining the club

riders to tackle the rigours of

cyclists can decide whether th
acti (or it might even tempt

mid-week riding!)

Wwith the Solihull Cycling Club having started in 1929 it

post war years Of the fifties, sixties and seventies that th

came into its own. In that period it was one of the. cour

cycling clubs with activities across almost every cyc]mg' cti
from the club represented Great Britain at every O]'

end of the war until the late 1970’s. At that vumeA clubs

as well as a varied social programme

During the 1990s the club has continued to remain
membership growing each year. We have had sponsors fr

whether they race at a top level.

In 1999 we are pleased to say that our membershlp 18

but most importantly that all members are very active i
Despite what has been written above, we do have racm
the main emphasis is on group rides that cater for 311 :
read on you will see that there is almost certalnly a



gl a particular skill in safe nding in g group
after < d

et YO One of the benefits of riding in a
€

Ly MOTe pairs of eyes or ears to warp you of
ar€

At the present time we have group rides (that are generally known ag
Jubruns ) On Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays. Ip addition
here  are also clubroom meetings every Thursday, evening rides
fortnightly on Fridays and 5-or 10-mile time trials during the summer
qnonths, also on Thursday evenings.
[f that doesn’t leave you confused, some of our cyclists organise their
own regular programme of country walks on Fridays.

How do they all manage 1t? Read on or come along, and find out,

The Tuesday Run

Many of our members are retired or semi-retired and they seem to be
the fittest of the lot !

A group of 12 or more riders meets every Tuesday at 9.15am in the
carpark of the Cheswick Green Inn in Shirley and from there go out
on an all day run. This ride might typically be about 70 miles
depending on the season, with the riding speed averaging some 15 miles
per hour. This is not a ride for newcomers as the total mileage rather
than the pace can make it hard. Having said that, the group ride
together and wait for each other as the hills sort out who are the
fittest riders. There is a coffee stop mid morning then a pub luflCh
wound 1 o'clock. In the summer months — when the mileage might

11.
Ieep up a bit — there will often be an afternoon tea Stop as we

. ﬂy
If : L already a suffiaen
YOu are interested in this ( perhaps you are Trevor Bayliss on

®Xperienced rider ) then please feel free to contact
01217052668,



The Thursday Run

Do not be put off having read the mileage involved w Vha':»'

Run — there i still hope for newcomers !

Perhaps one of the best runs for newcomers is the Thurs a
from "The Punchbowl”" pub at Lapworth every Thursd'
e run will go out to 2 comparatively local cafe
bout 12 noon then return to the Punchbow
sit in the garden for some Well—ea
t too far, some 40 miles or so, ai"~
g on flat roads at around ‘12

starts
am. Th
arriving at a
be appropriate to
The distance is NO
If you feel comfortable ridin
hour on your own you will probabl

folowing week .

Thursuay Club Night

ursda il
1 y We meet at the Earlswood Motof :

ne Earlswood Solihull for

We're a co
lucky to have oy waih uple of hours

omfortable bar area. '



we OC z 1 .
e shows, curry suppers or "Bring & Buy" nights — which usual]
ootail ectic trading of cycle parts or clothing. ;

i ) Our hosts there are
foan 830 Bob Thornton but if you want information on the cycling club
- call Trevor or Jim (‘as above ) and they will make sure you fee] at

During the summer the club holds its regular programme of evening
ime trials. These take place on the Thursday evening and the majority

of events are ridden on a course close to the Earlswood clubroom,

starting either at 6.30 or (' more generally ) 7.00pm. Upwards of twenty
riders participate in these time trials and non-—racing members provide
the back—up for time—keeping, recording and marshalling.

Harry Reynolds is the man handling the organisation of these events.

Friday Night Rides

These outings are a fairly recent introduction and with the advent of
the modern and much more efficient cycle lighting systems the runs
have become quite popular. The runs meet at the "Barley Mow" hotel
in the centre of Solihull at 7.30 pm, the riding distance is about 23
miles and there is a break at one of our local country pubs. _

Our Treasurer, Phil Rosenbloom, is the "guiding light in ,tl.us ;/en::
*d you can get precise details of the fortnightly dates by i :

on 0121 682 4123. | ‘




The Saturday Run

This is a unique run in the club in that it meets at_.uth_é,_,
week in week out and follows exactly the same royte
Definitely not ! The Saturday Run nders pride themse
regulars and the banter is the key aspect of the ride. -
It is a relatively fast run with riders averaging 20 mi
Leaving Dorridge Station at exactly 9.00 am you will cover 5
a quick teastop at 10.30 and be back in Dorndge at exac
If you are interested in racing this is an ideal preparation n
not a "training bash" — 20 miles per hour is the avera
will fluctuate between 20 and 25 miles per hour with hill
slowing the average down. There is a bit of a hectic sprin
café stop with three sharp hills killing off many rders
all ide home together. Interested ? Call Harry Reynol
1315 or Guy Elliott on 01676 532174 and we will make yo

THE SUNDAY RUNS

There must be something for you here and in case

reading this we will start in the reverse order! All Sund

at the "Barley Mow" in Solihull town centre at 9.00
week in, week out. : .

(‘The only variations are special club open promotions
Reliability Rides o summertime' "Randonnées",
ga.zthen'ngs mean a start from the Clubroom ;in'jE‘éirl:qu‘
Will undoubtedly differ from the Sunday nomm of 9 o'cloc
Details of these special events — and all otherﬁ'

L




The Sunday D Run

on the B Sunday of every month we have jntro

duced a2 p R
. 1 1 lln
ich il always be led by an experienced cyclist and will pe tailored
o fit whoever, tUrTiS JURE

flere is OUT guarantee for the Sunday D Run: we will not leave yoy
we will advise you.  We will tell you what to do. We will advise y01;
on riding a bike. We will tell you whether you have the potential to
ide other runs. If you are nervous about your ability to get out with
2 club but are just dying for someone to help you or give you that
boost of confidence, this is for you. It might be that you are the only
newcomer that day — do not worry as our nominated members will
take you for a gentle nide with the specific aim of getting you out on
your bike regularly and helping you to become a club cyclist. This is
the nde where we welcome literally everyone. However as you will
have seen from previous paragraphs - do not just turn up
unannounced.  Call Graham Randle on 0121 744 6687 so he can give
you a proper welcome when you turn up. Now — you have absolutely
no excuse for not turming your dreams into reality. If you are young
and want to give that gleaming new machine a proper road test; if
you're older and need to reduce that waistline — come on, get out with

the Solihull Cycling Club !

The Sunday C Run

pular rides of the club.

This i a fabulous run and one of the most pour on the flat = but

The ride wil average about 16 miles per ho feel comfortable at
member it is easier riding in a group: i de:‘eel fine with this
®bout 14 to 15 miles per hour on the flat you S

frlendly group.




The group alway
riders out. The emphasis 1s on good company and you ma

16 to 20 riders out on the C Run; again ladies are wel]

The ride may cover about 50 miles with a tea stop an

may be where you find it difficult if you are a HeWcomer

Again ring Trevor Bayliss on 0121 7052668 and you might
for an hour then turn for home before you get t1red an

niders into the sport.
Many of our very good and fast riders started on the C
S

gradually worked their way up to other runs or into racing

a pretty good strategy is to get your husband or wife t
~ at the end and you even get a free lift home*with’é?fgx’ :



are considering racing but are not too sure aboyt

Ived, this is the run for yoy, your abilities

It is not 5 straight "bagh

'\vhf‘t is 10O -
| certainly come home tired having enjoyed a good w

or

put ¥°* 4 il find expern it orkout.
on the Tun YOU M7 Xpenienced British Cycling Federation coaches

- members who.are ra.cing themselves, albeit not at a top level now
The D will typically 1include older members who have ridden as.
profeSSionalS or top amateurs and can pass on a wealth of information
d advice if you just ask them. You need a decent bike to enjoy this
un — that does not mean thousands of pounds but it does mean a
jightweight road bike with reasonable equipment.

Call Harry Reynolds on 0121 744 1315 for details. Harry was a top
ider for many years and his son Keith was also a top professional ;

both father & son were Olympic riders and if they can’t give you
advice, no one can! -

The Sunday A Run

Funnily enough not massively harder than the B Run just a little less
predictable. The run will average about 18 to 19 miles per hour, will
we a different café stop, may stay out longer than the B Run and
might even only just be back in time for tea. This is not a nide for
newcomers ; if you "go off the back" you will have to work out your
oWn route home. You need to give it some careful thought before you
commit to the A Run.

Call Roy Gordon on 0121 778 1884 if you are interested.

i o e
——
——
—— o ————
e e e e e e e o




The Friday Walk

ntially an outdoor sport, “

urprise anyone that members of the Sohhull club dabb A
) { P
of outdoor activity as well. Pastimes that Spnng t°';mln p

gistance walking, fell running, Alpine mountaineering, Sknn
from time tO time, "regulars" will

and so forth. So,
odd week or WO while they exercise thClI' talents 1

with cycling being ©€SS€

pursuits.

¢ on a regular basis the one activity that g&’:ﬁ’ egu
alking. Over recent years our walkers,ha
worked their way along the entire lengths of several
Midlands long-distance footpaths such as the Heart', o
This rambling 18 pitched at a very sociable level and
are well represented ; cars are shared out to the re
there is invariably a pub lunch—stop involved. Even

resting cyclists have been known to turn up to help_*

Howeve
for is country W

If youd like to know more about this fnnge -. <
Trevor Bayliss (0121 7052668 ) or Barbara R1ch C



LUBROOM

oom in the
wa Premiseg
£ the garlswood Motor Yachti€lub.ony hosts ip this canalsiqg
si
0 ol gob and Joan Thornton, have Provided a convivy >
ve

place which

Major annual events such as the sumper Randonnée ang tpe

_pringtine Reliability trials are noy started from thig location

social events such as the equipment "Bring & Buy" sales
Jgtumn CULTY nights, the occasional slide show ang travel talk,
4

and summertime barbeques all help to generate that essential
clubby atmosphere.  Of course, one important element in helping
ensure this clubby aspect continues unabated is the sat

i isfying
range of liquid refreshments held on tap.

About Bob and Joan themselves, they are very much

Solihull locals. The boat club owes it’s origins to Joan’s
father who in 1960 bought three prefabs from near the “Maypole"
and set them up beside the canal at Earlswood. Leisure boating
was already happening there, with 3 pleasure-trip boats
operating, their names being "Planet®, "Franklyn" and "Cepheus".

Bob and Joan have been involved since 1982 , working on
the trip boats - typical day runs being to Lapworth and back. 1In
ore ways than one, boats were a dominant feature in their lives,
so in 1987 they applied for building permission. To their great
surprise permission was granted ! '

The rest - g our good fortune, being able to share - is history.

o P : ?
And how else are boats important for our hos?:s
. : 4 on -
Because, as we've come to learn, CRUISING is their big passi

including,”
10 less than 15 big-ship cruises over recent years LnaR

famOUSlY: the swan-song cruise of the »Canberra".



THE

EARLSWOOD MOTOR

YACHT CLUB
LIMITED

LADY LANE - EARLSWOOD
Telephone: EARLSWOOD 2552

Early days at the Motor Yacht Club,

with t :
"o of the pleasure-trip boats moored alongside.
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