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Dave'’s Kohleria ‘Strawberry Fields’

President's Message:

Happy New Year! As we start a new year, we might want
to reflect on the fact that NCAC has been a chapter of the
Gesneriad Society for almost 52 years (since 1972)! Our
chapter has gone through many changes over the years,
but in a time when many clubs are struggling and break
up, NCAC has continued to survive. What has been the
secret to our success? Hard work? Good luck? Both?

People have different reasons for joining the chapter
and attending meetings. We strive to have valuable
programs to help members learn about growing the many
different kinds of plants in the gesneriad family. We
always have a wide selection of plant material available to
swap at the raffle table. NCAC belongs to BrazilPlants
Club and members can request a packet or two of
gesneriad seeds to grow. Like most clubs, people come
for the social benefits of associating with and learning
from others with the same interests.

Although our membership fluctuates from year to year,
we always have a core group of folks who are willing to
take on responsibilities needed to make the club a
success. Later this year we will elect officers and
directors to continue the leadership roles of our club.
Although all of our officers and directors are eligible to be
re-elected, there is always an opportunity for someone
new to fill the positions and bring in fresh ideas. Another
way to stay involved is by chairing or serving on a
committee. There are several committees that are
currently unfilled. You can read these ‘jobs’ on the last
page of Petal Tones.
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| think one other factor in our success is adaptability. Over
the years we have changed meeting locations, meeting
dates, and meeting formats. This is an organization for and
by the members. We are always open to suggestions from
members so we can make the meetings more valuable to
current members and attract new members. The local
chapters and affiliates are the life blood of The Gesneriad
Society, and it is important we continue to support the
national society that is committed to this wonderful diversity
of plants.

This year | hope we can increase membership and
attendance at club meetings. | hope you consider how you
can contribute to the continued success of this chapter. If we
all work together we can haveq a great year and continue to
enjoy the benefits of being a g'art of this wonderful group.
Hope to see you at the next meeting. Barbara



