
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday, April 28, 2024 

9:30 AM 

 

INTRODUCTION 
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ 

the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in 

the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving 

self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us 

at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 

 

PRELUDE 

Improvisation on Earth and All Stars 

 

 

+ Gathering + 

 

WELCOME & RINGING OF THE BELL 
Alleluia, Christ has Risen! 

He has risen indeed, Alleluia! (x3) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                                                                            The congregation may stand. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the radiant sun of dawn, 

our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us 

give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and with your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

Through lion’s dens, wilderness exile, and fiery furnaces you protected and guided us. At the river 

your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

 

By our baptism into Jesus’ death and resurrection 

you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, 

through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 



 2 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                                     Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen (ELW 377)                         
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

                                                                                                                                               

GLORIA 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in 

his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 The congregation may be seated. 

 

+ Word + 
 

READING I                                                                                                                                                                      Acts 8:26-40                                                                

A reading from Acts.  

 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 

treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 

was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 

it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 

invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 

was this:  

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 

or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 

proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to 

some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 

down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 

the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But 

Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region,  

he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                                                                                   Psalm 22:25-31 

The congregation sings the refrain and the verses in bold. 
 

Psalm Refrain 

 

 

 

 

Psalm Tone 

 

 

 

25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations.  

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”   Refrain 
 

READING 2                                                                                                  1 John 4:7-21 

A reading from First John. 

 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 

him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in 

us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we 

have known and believe the love that God has for us.  



 6 

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he 

is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to 

do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he 

first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 

who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 

seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 

and sisters also. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                       The congregation may stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                     John 15:1-8           

The gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said: 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me 

that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 

as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 

abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 

fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away 

like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you 

abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                                                              The congregation may be seated. 

                                                                                                                                                Vicar Alex Linn 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                           The congregation may be stand.             
                                                                                                                         O Blessed Spring (ELW 447) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                   

THE NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need of good news. You may assume a posture of prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of the gospel. Keep 

all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our hearts with your word and help us 

to abide in you always. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and lakes, streams and estuaries, 

melting glaciers and polluted waters. Renew the face of the earth and shower us with your 

goodness. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for elected 

representatives at every level, and for international organizations, that justice and peace may reign. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for those fleeing from 

oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffering. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who visit and 

minister to one another, for all who take communion to homes or care centers, and for all who 

seek to share your love with the world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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People of God, for what else do we pray for this day? You may share your prayers aloud or in the 

silence of your heart… 

God of Grace,   

hear our prayer. 

 

With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to bear much fruit 

and to become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that heavenly banquet where all will feast 

together at your table. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding 

love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE               

The peace of the Risen Christ be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (wave, handshake, hug, etc.), honoring 

the personal boundaries of all. Those online may unmute and verbally share the peace. 

 

                                                                                                         The congregation may be seated. 

 

 

+ Meal + 
                      

OFFERTORY                                          
 We give thanks for your ongoing support of the ministry of  

St. John’s! Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, made  

in the Vanco Mobile app, or given online by scanning the  

QR code. Thank you for your generosity!                            

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                              
Do You Thirst?                                                                   by Mark Shepperd 

 

Do you thirst child? Do you hunger? 

Do you long for water flowing free? 

Do you know that you can have it? 

You can have it so abundantly! 

 

Springs can flow within your soul  

If you'll ask of me; I will make you overflow, 

Come and drink of me.  

 

Do you thirst, child? Do you hunger? 

Do you long for bread to satisfy? 

Do you know that you can have it? 

You can have it so abundantly!  
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I can fill your hungering soul 

If you'll sup with me; I have spread a feast for you. 

Come and take of me. 

 

Do you hunger? Do you thirst? Come and ask of me. 

 

OFFERTORY VERSE                                                                                          The congregation may stand. 
                                                                                                                                                           Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                       

Let us pray together. 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  Amen. 
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DIALOGUE                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
“… we praise your name and join their un-ending hymn:” 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and foreve 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us in the many and varied 

languages we hold dear… 
 

Our God in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. Come, for Christ first welcomed us. 

 

COMMUNION                                                     The congregation may be seated. 
All are welcome to commune at Christ’s table without exception! Please proceed down the center 

aisle at the direction of an usher. You may receive bread or request a gluten-free wafer. Please 

take a glass of wine (dark colored) or a glass of grape juice (light colored). After drinking, please 

place your empty glass in the basket before returning to your seat via the side aisle. If you would 

prefer to receive only a blessing, you may cross your arms across your chest to indicate this 

preference. If you would like to receive communion in your seat, please inform an usher, and the 

sacrament will be brought to you. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN                                                            At the Lamb’s High Feast, vs. 1, 5, 8  (ELW 362) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION              The congregation may stand. 
Let us pray together.  

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 
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+ Sending + 
 

BENEDICTION 
The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                                                            We Know That Christ Is Raised (ELW 449)   
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE      

 Postlude in G major                                                                  by Fanny Hensel (née Mendelssohn) 

 

                                                           
Worship materials adapted this day from multiple ecumenical partners and The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(2023). 

• SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2013, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #3706. 

• Other music reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #11282942. 

• Scripture readings from the NR 

 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interim Presiding Minister: 

Director of Youth & Families 

Vicar Alex Linn 

Evergreen Edwards 

Director of Music: 

Cantor: 

Assisting Minister: 

Reader: 

Ushers: 

Livestream Camera: 

Altar Guild: 

 

Luke Duroc-Danner 

Audrey Neace 

Chris Maglocci 

Alla Rusz 

Tom Morrison 

Luke Rasmussen 

Cindi Rachowicz 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Confirmation Field Trip 

The St. John’s Confirmation class, along with the confirmation classes at Immanuel, Evanston and Grace, 

Evanston, will be taking a field trip to visit the Bahai Temple today, 12:30 pm – 2:00 pm.  This is part of 

their interfaith class. 

 

Sing with us for Pentecost! 

This year, St. John’s is joining with other local Lutheran churches for a joint Pentecost service at St. 

John’s, and as part of that service, we’re putting together a joint choir! Singers from Grace, Immanuel, 

and St. Timothy’s have already signed up, so help represent St. John’s in song. All the music will be 

simple, and there will be a short rehearsal at 9:30am before the 10:30 am service. Singers of all ages are 

welcome. If you are interested or have further questions, contact Luke Duroc-Danner 

(luke@stjohnswilmette.com) 

 

Audrey Neace’s Senior Recital 

Come help us celebrate our wonderful soloist, Audrey Neace, at her senior recital. She will be performing 

in Northwestern’s Galvin Recital Hall at 8:30pm on Sunday, June 2nd. The concert will be an hour long, 

and there will be a reception held afterwards. For more information or questions, contact Luke Duroc-

Danner (luke@stjohnswilmette.com) 

 

Are you a socially conscious individual?  

Would you like to help us help our community? If so, you would be a great fit for St. John's EMF Team! 

This team steers annual distributions from our Extended Ministries Fund to ministries which align with 

our Vision, Mission, and Values. The Extended Ministries Fund has a few openings for Trustees and the 

commitment is light, but gratifying. This team typically meets once or twice in the spring and 

membership is for a three-year term. Please connect with Michel or Mylene if you might be interested. 

  

Michel Hauser: michelhauser@outlook.com, 847-293-3113 

Mylene Pollock: mylene.pollock@comcast.net, 312-656-6867 

 

 

Migrant Response Project 

Buses continue to arrive at the Wilmette train station with migrants who have been transported here from 

Texas.  The buses arrive unscheduled, and the Wilmette Police and volunteers try to assist the migrants to 

get "Take Care" packages and coats before they get on the train to Chicago processing centers. In 

connection with SaLT an organization in Highland Park, volunteers have packed bags with hygiene items, 

water and snack bars to give to the migrants when they leave the bus, along with winter coats that have 

been donated by the public. 

 

Residents Heather Oliver and Debora Morris (also of the Wilmette Rotary Club) are the primary 

coordinators for the Wilmette rapid response team of volunteers.  They are using our "Colorful" room 

downstairs to collect, sort and pack donations. Heather and Debora will be at the May 5 Coffee Hour 

to talk about the project and answer questions and tell you how you can help! 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:luke@stjohnswilmette.com
mailto:luke@stjohnswilmette.com
mailto:michelhauser@outlook.com
mailto:mylene.pollock@comcast.net
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
 Sandy Kaspar, sister of Bill 

Kaspar, recovering from 

abdominal surgery 

 Tom Fries, friend of Jim Dossa, 

cracked vertebrae 

 Family & friends of Lorraine 

Beutelspacher, who died 3/6/24 

 Buckley Crist 

 Family & friends of Peter 

Knobel, who died 1/13/24 

 Dottye Wolf, sister of Margye 

Smith 

 Rena Leinberger, cancer 

diagnosis 11/12/23 

 Family and Friends of Hing 

You Tam Siu, mother-in-law of 

Jim Dossa, who passed away 

 Family & friends of Viola 

Gonder, mother of Craig 

Gonder, who died 8/7/23 

 Congratulations to Dano 

Johnson & Emily Mock, who 

were married June 17, 2023 

 Family & friends of Richard 

Rusz, who died 6/6/23 

 Family & friends of Karen 

Daugherty, aunt of Erin 

Rasmussen, who died 5/8/23 

 Family & friends of Joan 

Schinler, who died 5/5/23 

 Sarah Rink, hospitalized after a 

fall 3/8/23 

 Family & friends of Ruby 

Winter, who died 1/10/23 

 Margaux Tauszig, 

granddaughter of Wolf 

Peddinghaus 

 Natalie Domchenko & Hilaire 

Sainson, sister of Olga 

Domchenko and sister’s 

husband, in need of healing 

 Karen Brunn, daughter of Dave 

& Lyn Brunn, recovering from 

spinal cord injury 
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NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 

 

Mark Shepperd (b. ~1951) is an American organist, composer, and music teacher. Born in the Twin 

Cities, Mark earned his music degree at Augsburg University and later studied at the University of 

Minnesota. Since graduating, he spent the majority of his career as the Director of Music at Woodbury 

Lutheran Church along with joining the faculty at K&S Conservatory of Music where he taught 

composition and piano. As a composer, he was the winner of the John Ness Beck Foundation competition, 

VocalEssence competition, and American Composers Forum Christmas Carol contest. 

 

Fanny Hensel, née Mendelssohn, (1805-1847) was a German pianist and composer, and the elder sister 

and confidante of the composer, Felix Mendelssohn. Felix himself described Fanny as the superior 

pianist, and she is reported to have memorized J.S. Bach's complete Well-Tempered Clavier by age 13. 

She remained a close musical advisor to Felix throughout his life, and the remaining letters between Felix 

and Fanny reveal how she influenced almost all of the final versions of Felix's works. However, she was 

not permitted to publish her own music by her family - although Felix did have some her works published 

under his name to get around this restriction. She married the painter William Hensel in 1829, and he 

encouraged her to publish her music under her own name for the first time. She died at 42 after suffering a 

stroke while leading rehearsals of one of her brother's cantatas; the strokes were likely congenital since it 

was the same cause of death as her brother, Felix, as well as both her parents and grandfather. Most of her 

approximated 500 musical compositions still exist only in manuscript form. 

 


