
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday, May 5, 2024 

9:30 AM 

 

INTRODUCTION 
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 

called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 

too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the 

love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks 

believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 

community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

 

PRELUDE 

Improvisation on Welcome be Our Song 

 

 

+ Gathering + 

 

WELCOME & RINGING OF THE BELL 
Alleluia, Christ has Risen! 

He has risen indeed, Alleluia! (x3) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                                                                            The congregation may stand. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the radiant sun of dawn, 

our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us 

give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and with your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

Through lion’s dens, wilderness exile, and fiery furnaces you protected and guided us. At the river 

your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

 

By our baptism into Jesus’ death and resurrection 

you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, 
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through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                                           God, We Gather as Your People                            
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

                                                                                                                     

GLORIA 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 

hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 The congregation may be seated. 
 

 

+ Word + 
 

READING I                                                                                                                                                             Acts 10:44-48                                                                

A reading from Acts.  

 
4While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 

been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 

God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 

received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                                                                                                              Psalm 98 

The congregation sings the refrain and the verses in bold. 
 

Psalm Refrain 

 

 

 

 

Psalm Tone 
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1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. Refrain 

 5Sing to the LORD 
| with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity. Refrain 

 

READING 2                                                                                                                                             1 John 5:1-6 

A reading from First John. 

 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 

parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 

obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is 

the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 

water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                       The congregation may stand. 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                  John 15:9-17           

The gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said: 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be complete. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what 

I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 

the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything 

that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you 

to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 

my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

           

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY                                                                                                               The congregation may be seated. 

                                                                                                                                         Pastor Tom Gehring 

                        

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                           The congregation may be stand.             
                                                                                           Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (ELW 708)                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 7 

THE NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need of good news. You may assume a posture of prayer. 

 

A brief silence. 

 
Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your Spirit 

and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical and 

interreligious partners. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and every kind 

of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for all your creatures. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that they 

may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships and cooperation. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by anxiety, 

depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another. We 

pray especially for Buck Crist. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this 

congregation that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead 

worship, council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

 

People of God, for what else do we pray for this day? You may share your prayers aloud or in the 

silence of your heart… 

God of Grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone before us, 

especially Rena Leinberger. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding 

love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE               

The peace of the Risen Christ be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (wave, handshake, hug, etc.), honoring 

the personal boundaries of all. Those online may unmute and verbally share the peace. 

 

                                                                                                         The congregation may be seated. 
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+ Meal + 
                      

OFFERTORY                                          
 We give thanks for your ongoing support of the ministry of  

St. John’s! Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, made  

in the Vanco Mobile app, or given online by scanning the  

QR code. Thank you for your generosity!                            

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                              
“As with Rosy Steps the Dawn” from Theodore HWV 68 by G. F. Handel 

 

As with rosy steps the morn, 

Advancing, drives the shades of night, 

So from virtuous toil well-borne, 

Raise Thou our hopes of endless light 

 

Triumphant savior, Lord of Day, 

Thou art the life, the light, the way! 

 

OFFERTORY VERSE                                                                                          The congregation may stand. 
                                                                                                                                                           Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                       

Let us pray together. 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
“… we praise your name and join their un-ending hymn:” 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and foreve 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us in the many and varied 

languages we hold dear… 
 

Our God in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. Come, for Christ first welcomed us. 

 

COMMUNION                                                    The congregation may be seated. 
All are welcome to commune at Christ’s table without exception! Please proceed down the center 

aisle at the direction of an usher. You may receive bread or request a gluten-free wafer. Please 

take a glass of wine (dark colored) or a glass of grape juice (light colored). After drinking, please 

place your empty glass in the basket before returning to your seat via the side aisle. If you would 

prefer to receive only a blessing, you may cross your arms across your chest to indicate this 

preference. If you would like to receive communion in your seat, please inform an usher, and the 

sacrament will be brought to you. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN                                                            At the Lamb’s High Feast, vs. 1, 6, 8  (ELW 362) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                  The congregation may stand. 
Let us pray together.  

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 
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+ Sending + 
 

BENEDICTION 
The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                                                                  Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE      

 “Dialogue sure Les Grans Jeux et Deo Gracias”  from Messe pour Les Convents  

                                                                                                                   by François Couperin                                                       
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Worship materials adapted this day from multiple ecumenical partners and The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(2023). 

• SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2013, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #3706. 

• Other music reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #11282942. 

• Scripture readings from the NR 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome, Pastor Tom! 

This morning we welcome back Pastor Tom Gehring as our guest pastor, and thank him for his ministry 

among us. 

 

Sing with us for Pentecost! 

This year, St. John’s is joining with other local Lutheran churches for a joint Pentecost service at St. 

John’s, and as part of that service, we’re putting together a joint choir! Singers from Grace, Immanuel, 

and St. Timothy’s have already signed up, so help represent St. John’s in song. All the music will be 

simple, and there will be a short rehearsal at 9:30am before the 10:30 am service. Singers of all ages are 

welcome. If you are interested or have further questions, contact Luke Duroc-Danner 

(luke@stjohnswilmette.com) 

 

Audrey Neace’s Senior Recital 

Come help us celebrate our wonderful soloist, Audrey Neace, at her senior recital. She will be performing 

in Northwestern’s Galvin Recital Hall at 8:30pm on Sunday, June 2nd. The concert will be an hour long, 

and there will be a reception held afterwards. For more information or questions, contact Luke Duroc-

Danner (luke@stjohnswilmette.com) 

 

Are you a socially conscious individual?  

Would you like to help us help our community? If so, you would be a great fit for St. John's EMF Team! 

This team steers annual distributions from our Extended Ministries Fund to ministries which align with 

our Vision, Mission, and Values. The Extended Ministries Fund has a few openings for Trustees and the 

commitment is light, but gratifying. This team typically meets once or twice in the spring and 

membership is for a three-year term. Please connect with Michel or Mylene if you might be interested. 

  

Michel Hauser: michelhauser@outlook.com, 847-293-3113 

Mylene Pollock: mylene.pollock@comcast.net, 312-656-6867 

 

Migrant Response Project 

Buses continue to arrive at the Wilmette train station with migrants who have been transported here from 

Texas.  The buses arrive unscheduled, and the Wilmette Police and volunteers try to assist the migrants to 

get "Take Care" packages and coats before they get on the train to Chicago processing centers. In 

connection with SaLT an organization in Highland Park, volunteers have packed bags with hygiene items, 

water and snack bars to give to the migrants when they leave the bus, along with winter coats that have 

been donated by the public. 

 

Residents Heather Oliver and Debora Morris (also of the Wilmette Rotary Club) are the primary 

coordinators for the Wilmette rapid response team of volunteers.  They are using our "Colorful" room 

downstairs to collect, sort and pack donations. Heather and Debora will be at coffee hour this morning 

to talk about the project and answer questions and tell you how you can help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:luke@stjohnswilmette.com
mailto:luke@stjohnswilmette.com
mailto:michelhauser@outlook.com
mailto:mylene.pollock@comcast.net
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
 Family & friends of Rena 

Leinberger, wife of Karl and 

mother of Shayna, Brandon and 

Jordan, who passed away 

4/26/24 

 Sandy Kaspar, sister of Bill 

Kaspar, recovering from 

abdominal surgery 

 Tom Fries, friend of Jim Dossa, 

cracked vertebrae 

 Family & friends of Lorraine 

Beutelspacher, who died 3/6/24 

 Buckley Crist 

 Family & friends of Peter 

Knobel, who died 1/13/24 

 Dottye Wolf, sister of Margye 

Smith       

 Family and Friends of Hing 

You Tam Siu, mother-in-law of 

Jim Dossa, who passed away                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 Family & friends of Viola 

Gonder, mother of Craig 

Gonder, who died 8/7/23 

 Congratulations to Dano 

Johnson & Emily Mock, who 

were married June 17, 2023 

 Family & friends of Richard 

Rusz, who died 6/6/23 

 Family & friends of Karen 

Daugherty, aunt of Erin 

Rasmussen, who died 5/8/23 

 

 Margaux Tauszig, 

granddaughter of Wolf 

Peddinghaus 

 Natalie Domchenko & Hilaire 

Sainson, sister of Olga 

Domchenko and sister’s 

husband, in need of healing 

 Karen Brunn, daughter of Dave 

& Lyn Brunn, recovering from 

spinal cord injury 
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NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 

 

Georg Friedrich Handel (1685-1759) is one of the most well-known composers of the Baroque period 

along with J.S. Bach. Originally from Halle, Saxony, Handel studied the organ as a young boy under 

Friedrich Wilhelm Zachow, and he later learned the violin, harpsichord, and oboe as well. He would go 

on to study in Italy where he wrote his first oratorios before settling in London to write Italian-style opera. 

Handel was also a notable organist, and he composed more than 20 concertos for organ - most of which 

Handel used as intermission features during the performances of his oratorios. As Italian opera began to 

fade in popularity, Handel switched to composing oratorio in English - most famously including 

the Messiah in 1743. Theodora premiered in 1750, and it was Handel’s penultimate oratorio. Though it 

was not popular in its day, Theodora was revived in the 20th century and is regarded as one of Handel’s 

final masterpieces.  

 

François Couperin (1668-1733), also known as Couperin le Grand (“the Great”), was a composer, 

keyboardist, and the most renowned of the Couperin family of musicians. The Couperin family were 

deeply engaged with the musical life of Paris throughout the 17th and 18th centuries. By the age of 10, 

François was offered the position as organist for the Church of Saint-Gervais, and he would later serve as 

the harpsichord teacher to the royal children beginning in 1694. Over his career, Couperin composed four 

books of suits for harpsichord, a variety of motets, and the Concert Royaux - special chamber music for 

the King’s Sunday evening entertainments. He is most well-known for his Leçons de Ténèbres (c. 1715), 

a set of three vocal pieces for Holy Week. Early music expert Jordi Savall has described Couperin as the 

“poet-musician par excellence.” 

 


