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Salvation Army Ringing of the
Bells at Sam’s Club at Northlite

Shopping Center in Kannapolis—
Thursday, November 30 and
Wednesday, December 13. Sign up
times run from 10 am til 7 pm. The
last shift ends at 8 pm. Sign up sheet
is in Portico area...

Tree Lighting at St. James
Sunday, December 3rd at 5 pm to

make ornaments and Tree Lighting
Liturgy at 6 pm with snacks and
drink to follow.

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

aint (ames
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Please email all information to the church office by
Wednesday 10:00 am to info@sjnc.net
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30-Nov Patrick Matthews ;
02-Dec Betsy Ballard ¢ Noah Cl.1fton “Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
¢ Jerry Kiser (nephew of the . P
Al Brown, Jr. Marlows) Fellowship and Service
Blake Green . ¢ Linda & Paul Jones
Nathan Larkin (family members of Dale
Jaxon Yow and Barbara Merrell) l [ ; J / /
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP cLconie: CHRIST THE KING
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. 10:30 am Quilting Group Saint James the beauty of
Ushers: Mike Downs, Al y . .
Brown, Jr., Sid Hughes, Bill | 6:30 pm Scouts ancient worship and Introduction to Today’s Worship

6:30 pm Bible Study

(Birth Narratives) traditional spiritual practices

transform contemporary lives.

Hardister, Hunter Huss

: . n this final Sunday of the church year our

Greeters: Anne Hodges Tuesday, November 28 Join us as together we O y y
6:00 pm Property Committee discover the sacred in the gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the

FLOWERS heart of the city. Our worship

gﬁifgaﬁltﬁgg}i\gﬁlael Wednesday, November 29 neludes  ancient and end, the faithful are those who served Christ by
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11-3 pm Carole Grady Blood Drive spiritual home or just yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful
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loving words and deeds.
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Welcome!

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this place and in this liturgy.
Ushers are available in the Narthex during the liturgy should you have any questions or
concerns. Please be sure and sign the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself
to the Pastor or to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and kneeling) in Lutheran
worship, you are invited to be seated at any point, according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For those who desire it,
nursery care is provided on the first floor of the Education Building (ages 0-up to and including
ages 5)

First Aid Kits and the Automatic External Defibrillators (AED) are located outside the
church office door, immediately behind the Sanctuary, at the bottom of the stairs in the Portico
area and in the Narthex. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call from the Pastor, please
indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education Building.

Pew Pads are on the end of each pew (near center aisle), please sign and pass so that we have
a record of your attendance and communion.

St. James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Joseph Beasley any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at

joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel Go to www.youtube.com search for stjameslutheranconcord
and subscribe.

Church Calendar remaining
Children’s Sunday School is back! SS
starts at 9:30 a.m. With the return of Sunday 2023 & 2024
School, the Children’s Sermon and the
Children’s Church will cease.
The nursery will be for children up to and

including age 5.

If you have an event or meeting scheduled
for the balance of 2023 and into 2024—
please let the church office know as to
create a reservation for those rooms—
info@sjnc.net or call 704-786-0166.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Coronation March from Le Prophete

Giacomo Meyerbeer

The Liturgy Has Ended,; The Service Begins!

Pastor Bill’s Teaching Debut...
An Advent Journey—The Birth Narratives of Luke and Matthew

Mondays November 27 and December 4, 11, 18 @ 6:30 p.m.

Bring your Bible, your sense of humor and your questions. Do we have a coffee pot (asks
the new guy??) If we do, we’ll put it on. By then, you will have too many holiday sweets in
your kitchen. Bring some with you.

We will go no more than an hour. It’s possible we’ll finish in less than four weeks. If we
go longer than four weeks, you’ll simply have to show up on Monday, December 25th. By
6:30 p.m. on the 25th, you will have had enough of your family.

With sufficient interest, Pastor Bill will run a brown bag matinee.

With sufficient need expressed, we will try for child care. No guarantees.

Blood Drive in memory of Carole Grady

1s scheduled for Sunday, December 3rd. Appointments are available from 11 am—3 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. Use this link
https://donorportal.oneblood.org/donate-now/donation-centers-list-select-time?drivelD=1349825
to reserve your donation time.

For more information, please contact Anne Eury at 704-201-5070.

COPYRIGHT

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS002140
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SENDING HYMN  Rejoice, the Lord is King

===

Darwall’s 148th

e r

L

< e

I Re - joice. the Lord s king! Your Lord and king a - dore;
2 OQur Sav-i1or Je - sus  reigns, the God of wuth and  love;
1 His  king-dom can - not fail: he rules o'er earth and  heav'n:

4 He sits at God'sright hand ull  all  his foes sub - mil

b It

. L 4
re joice, give thanks, and sing, and tri-umph ev - er more:
when  he had purged our stains, he ok his  scal a - bove:
the  Kevs of death and hell are w  ow Je Sus giv'n
and  bow to his com-mand and fall be - ncath his feet:

PR RS

Lift up your heart, Iift up  your voice; re - joice, a - gain | say, re - joice!

-
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(GATHERING

CHIMES OF THE TRINITY AND WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY Imperial March Edgar Elgar

Congregational Responses in Bold

(Stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Most Merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. Please come by way of the center aisle and
return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where and when to go, an usher or
fellow worshiper will help you. At one time we too were confused. For those unable to
partake of wine, white grape juice is available. Those who do not commune may come
forward for a blessing. If you are unable to come to the altar, the pastor will bring

Crown Him with Many Crowns Diademata

o ; .
’ , communion to you at your seat. Please advise an usher.
I Crown him with man - y c¢rowns, the Lamb up - on s throne; Y Y
2 Crown him the vir- gin's Son, the God in car - nate  born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love be - hold his hands and side, . .
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who - umphed o'er the grave LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregatwn
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate  of  time,
| o P ] = — : 1
Tt ====x = R e =
- 1 |
z jrj. _,I = [E 1 . [H' Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
0y i ot & oo ld - f Rt )
e fr— = B s E——— | = =
| ’ j j j fe 4 L J : s ! - J I
’ . » LA v .', - & us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
e ! S J l##u t T—T n - T T 1 T b
hark. how  the heav'n-ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but  its own. Ho—t+—Fp——= P —— S —— [ i — ‘
whose arm  those crim-son  tro - phies  won which now his brow  a - dorn; ) T — T i ' [
rich wounds, yet vis -1 - ble a - bow, in beau-ty glo - ri- fied mer - cy on us Lamb of God, you take a-way the
and rose vic - to-nous m the sinfe for those he came 1o sawe, )
cre - a - tor of the roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab - ly sub-lime. ¥ e &
& - &5 e 9‘
O 1 = -; . -4 = =S } sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace
7 #,F r— F ! : = & — —

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

. ,, Zod) i ,
’»—f—i———y——#. . H’q—ﬁ—&.
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& . Cq
) ; : : y The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, A
fruit  of the mys - tic rose, yet of that rose the  stem, en.
No an - gels in the  sky cian ful - ly bear that  sight,
His glo - ries now we sing,  who diecd and rose on high.
All hail, Re-deem -er,  hal! For thou hast died for me;
A a ; R i PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
: r B r'— ;f We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power
 S— — 1 of this gift of life; and we pray that you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
1 | N toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
: :“"_q‘ o ——a—— == i Amen.
J . r T v 4:‘—"—‘——00—‘
and hail him as thy match-less king through all ¢ - ter - mi - ty.
the root whence mer-cy ev - er flows, the bhabe of Beth-le < hem, BLESSING
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes  at mys-ter - s o bright. . . .
he el e = e ral B bein k. Hes fhat deaili wisy die. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty. Amen.
: N
T e e R T e e
P A 4 1 1 1 1 < 1
2 1 1 I it 9 |



Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
(Sit)

Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ under the bread and wine, give to us Christians to eat and to drink.
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?
A: We are told in the words ‘for you” and ‘for the forgiveness of sins.” By these
words the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are given to us in the
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and
salvation.

-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY Page 12

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things to your beloved Son,
whom you anointed priest forever and king of all creation: Grant that all the people of
the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united under the glorious and gentle
rule of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Sit)

FIRST READING EZEKIEL 34: 11-16, 20-24
A reading from Ezekiel.

11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I
will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts
of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and 1
will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.

20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep. 2!Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 221 will save my
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.

23] will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 95: 1-7a

1Come, let us sing | to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
3For you, LORD, ! are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
5The sea 1s yours, ! for you made it,
and your hands have molded ! the dry land.
6Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.
7aFor the LORD! is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep ! of God’s hand.

SECOND READING EPHESIANS 1: 15-23
A reading from Ephesians, the first chapter.

15] have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason 161 do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in
my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among
the saints, Yand what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly places, 2ifar above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to
come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over
all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in
all.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

0 1| : ,
[ 1 I I | " I I | | | I I | y I I | " 3 ]
] 7 d—— 1 o — —1 y —
ot d e i) o 12 @ 5 L ) o ) o | 1) <
J <~
Ho -1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
0 1| . .
[ 1+ D | I I 4 I | ]| I | I 3 | f | 3 I 1 | 3 ]
—] 7 Jm—— —— —— ¥
e —etg o2 @ 2 & ) ) o || <
J g—L
ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
0 1 . :
- a— . T T - 1 F— — — — —
ég i r! | 1 i f i ';| = j
heav-en and earth are full, full of your glo - ry.
[ Q |!7 1 | I | | | i | | | | 1 | 1 | | | 3 ]
7. e e s —— ] 1 - | —— I — — y
!S‘éi" E I 61 é } al ‘I l & - I ';l é I I | | é | \_ | I <« ]
Ho - san - na in the high - est, ho - san-na in the high - est.
0 1 ; .
[ 1 D _ | | . [ | N | | [ I I I ! | N
Ny | P—T 1] 1 1 p— [ * ¢ o= "
Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
0 1
[ — —J —1 —]J ] PR — - I rem— |
e ® 1T o P~ — & —® 1] & o —*® o= p=i 1
Ho - san - na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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For the unbaptized and for those who have ceased to worship, for our lips to be willing to
invite them. Form us to be a people ready to welcome, listen and change. Lord, in your
mercy. Hear our Prayer.

For a Spirit of healthy discourse and disagreement, for the power of the Spirit to raise up
among us a common vision for your church in this place. Lord, in your mercy. Hear our

Prayer.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression and disgrace; Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our Prayer.

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses; Lord, in your mercy. Hear
our Prayer.

That we may end of our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach.
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our Prayer.

For all the saints now resting from their labors; Lord, in your mercy. Hear our Prayer.
The Pastor concludes the prayers.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
(This can be done verbally with no physical contact, if desired)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Sit)

OFFERING (Offering plates presented at the altar) (Stand)

OFFERTORY PRAYER
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
0 u

i —
e —————— e e
A\ | | | ® |
J ' | |
Al-le - Tu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
N u — |
pr A . 1IN | [ | = | | | -
GEESSESS S S s
| e | | |
| ' |
You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - la.

HoLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 25: 31-46

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. 3¢Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 3¢I was naked and you gave me clothing,
I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 3"Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food,
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we
saw you sick or in prison and visited you? 4°And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it
to me.” 'Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me.” 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of
you? 4Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to me.” 46And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON Pastor Bill Ridenhour
HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart Marion
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I Re - joice, y¢e  pure in heart! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong as 0 - cean's surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an-gel choirs, with all the saints on carth
4 Sall lift  your stan-dard high, still - march firm ar - ray,
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5 Al last the march shall end;
the weanied ones shall rest;
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Re - joice!

the pilgrims find their home at last,

Jerusalem the blest,

Refrabr

6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the Lord whom we adore:
the Father, Son, and Spint blest,

one God forevermore,
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Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need
and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

Each petition concludes, “Lord, in your mercy” and the congregation responds “hear
our prayer.”

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our
souls; Lord, in your mercy. Hear our Prayer.

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy church of God, and for the
unity of all peoples; Lord, in your mercy. Hear our Prayer.

For the civil authorities, for leaders of nations that their leadership may serve and
protect all people and foster compassion and justice. For our city of Concord, for every
city and community and for those who live in them. Lord, in your mercy. Hear our
Prayer.

For seasonable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, for the good earth
which God has given us, and for the wisdom and the will to conserve it; Lord, in your
mercy. Hear our Prayer.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and
captives, and for all who remember and care for them. Lord, in your mercy. Hear our
Prayer.
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