Saint (ames
Tutheran Ghure

A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the ’B

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcome!

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER
St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to PENTECOST

know the compassionate heart

of Jesus. We are a community AUGUST 6, 2023
of Christians where you can .

belong before you believe. At 10:00 A.M.
Saint James the beauty of

ancient worship and

traditional spiritual practices Introduction to Today’s WO}“Ship
transform contemporary lives.

Join us as together we Do . L

discover the sacred in the In today’s first reading God invites all who
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and music to inspire you to At the eucharistic table we remember all who
follow Jegsus in your daily life.
We welcome both the spiritual
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exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry

are hungry or poor in our world today. As we

ourselves away as bread for the hungry.



Welcome!

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this place and in this
liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the liturgy should you have any
questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign the guestbook located in the Narthex and
introduce yourself to the Pastor or to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm
welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and kneeling) in Lutheran
worship, you are invited to be seated at any point, according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For those who desire
it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the Education Building.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) are located
outside the church office door, immediately behind the Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are
located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call from the Pastor,
please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education Building.

Pew Pads are on the end of each pew (near center aisle), please sign and pass so that we
have a record of your attendance and communion.

St. James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Joseph Beasley any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel Go to www.youtube.com search for
stjameslutheranconcord and subscribe.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: The| UPCOMING DATES:
Blessing of the Backpacks will be on
Sunday, August 6th. Bring your school
backpacks for a blessing and to receive a tag.

Aug. 20: Summer of Service / Reception for
Mike Holt

Aug. 27: Pastor Craig’s Last Sunday
Recognition of Pr. Craig Saltzer

Sept. 10: Pastor Bill’s first Sunday at
St. James
God’s Work. Our Hands
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(GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Adoro Te Devote from Two Communions Everett Titcomb

Congregational Responses in Bold
(Stand)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast
love endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN  Great is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation
with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit,
and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

(Sit)

YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME / CHILDREN’S CHURCH

SONGS FROM STELLAR VBS
This Little Light of Mine
Rise and Shine!

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

God of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools and classrooms and for the teachers and
students who fill them each day. We thank you for this new beginning, for new books and
new ideas. We thank you for sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and crisp blank pages
waiting to be filled. We thank you for the gift of making mistakes and trying again. Help
us to remember that asking the right questions is often as important as giving the right
answers. Today we give you thanks for these your children, and we ask you to bless them
with curiosity, understanding and respect. May their backpacks be a sign to them that
they have everything they need to learn and grow this year in school. May they be
strengthened by the light of Jesus that will go with them, and may they reflect that light
on everyone they meet. All this we ask in the name of Jesus, who as a child in the temple
showed his longing to learn about you, and as an adult taught by story and example your
great love for us. Amen.

FIRST READING ISAIAH 55:1-5

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an
everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a
witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.

A reading from Isaiah, the fifty-fifth chapter.

H 0, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you
spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not
satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the
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peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do
not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your
God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:8-9,14-21 (Read Responsively, congregation in bold)
8The LORD is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

9The LORD is good to all,
and his compassion is over all that he has made.

14The LORD upholds all who are falling,
and raises up all who are bowed down.

15The eyes of all look to you,
and you give them their food in due season.

16You open your hand,
satisfying the desire of every living thing.

1"The LORD is just in all his ways,
and kind in all his doings.

18The LORD is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.

19He fulfills the desire of all who fear him;
he also hears their cry, and saves them.

20The LORD watches over all who love him,
but all the wicked he will destroy.

2IMy mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,
and all flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever.

SECOND READING ROMANS 9:1-5

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan.
He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s
covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

A reading from Romans, the ninth chapter.

am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the

Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could
wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people,
my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption,
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is
over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

10TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Page 6




(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
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HoOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 14:13-21

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compasston for others will not
allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

an when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from
there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they
followed him on foot from the towns. "When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and
he had compassion for them and cured their sick. ®»When it was evening, the disciples
came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds
away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” %Jesus said to
them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” "They replied, “We have
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then
he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish,
he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples,
and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 2°And all ate and were filled; and they took up
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were
about five thousand men, besides women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)

SERMON Pastor Craig
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APOSTLE’S CREED

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and

hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

You gather your church together by the Holy Spirit. Inspire all the baptized to proclaim
yvour abundant love throughout the world. Guide us in the mission of the gospel through
word and deed. Today, we especially pray for Rev. Andrew Miller and our brothers and
sisters in Christ at Old St. Paul’s Lutheran in Conover, NC. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You cherish your creation, from the smallest microbe to the largest mountain. Protect
fragile ecosystems, send favorable weather, supply food and water to nourish creatures,
and raise us up to care for all you have created. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You desire peace and justice in the world. Instill within all political leaders your desire,
support the work of international peace organizations, and provide relief for those in war-
torn areas especially those in the Ukraine. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You comfort those who are hurting. Accompany those who are alone, heal those who are
sick, provide for all who hunger or thirst, console the bereaved, bring joy to the sorrowful,
and attend to all who call on you especially those we name out loud and in the silence of
our hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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APOSTLE’S CREED

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and

hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.

A brief stlence.

You gather your church together by the Holy Spirit. Inspire all the baptized to proclaim
your abundant love throughout the world. Guide us in the mission of the gospel through
word and deed. Today, we especially pray for Rev. Andrew Miller and our brothers and
sisters in Christ at Old St. Paul's Lutheran in Conover, NC. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You cherish your creation, from the smallest microbe to the largest mountain. Protect
fragile ecosystems, send favorable weather, supply food and water to nourish creatures,
and raise us up to care for all you have created. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You desire peace and justice in the world. Instill within all political leaders your desire,
support the work of international peace organizations, and provide relief for those in war-
torn areas especially those in the Ukraine. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You comfort those who are hurting. Accompany those who are alone, heal those who are
sick, provide for all who hunger or thirst, console the bereaved, bring joy to the sorrowful,
and attend to all who call on you especially those we name out loud and in the silence of
our hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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You place us within communities for mutual support and love. Reveal yourself to us in
worship, fellowship, and ministry with our neighbors. Provide for feeding ministries and
food banks in our area, that we share your abundance with all who hunger. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

You have placed before us examples of faithful living who have witnessed to your
promises throughout time and space. Rouse us by their lives of service and dedication to
be your hands and feet in this world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
(This can be done verbally with no physical contact, if desired)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Sit)

ANTHEM
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow T. Tallis, arr. A. Bullard

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heav 'nly host,
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERING (Offering plates presented at the altar) (Stand)

OFFERING PRAYER
God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with
these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you desire to
receive Communion, please proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle. The ushers will
direct you. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake of wine,
white grape juice is available. Those who do not commune may come forward for a
blessing. After communing, please use the outside aisle to return to your seat. Communion
will be brought to persons in the pews who are unable to come forward io the altar. Please
aduvise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.
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LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen yvou and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at vour banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our
dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos

and speaks in the smallest seed

+ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN What a Friend We Have In -Jesus CONVERSE
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I What a friend we have in Je - sus, all  our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? [s there trou-ble an - y-where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum-bered with a load of care?
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Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rows share?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer
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In his arms he'll take and shield you: you will find a so-lace there.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
The Agincourt Hymn John Dunstable, arr: Swann

The Liturgy Has Ended,; The Service Begins!

COPYRIGHT

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS Contributors: Schrader Tune: arr. (£)2019 Hope Publishing Company

THE AGINCOURT HYMN Contributors: John Dunstable

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights veserved.

LITURGY: From Sundayvs and Seasons.com, Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS002140
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE T704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................. Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop
SAINT JAMES STAFF

Rev. Craig Saltzer, Interim Pastor

336-225-7889
Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sine.net
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sjnc.net
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /

Director of Music
scottfop@gmail.com

Mike Holt, Youth and Family
mvholtl1957@yahoo.com

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
tfth19%0@yahoo.com

Kathryn Radecliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Debbie Davis, President
Jon Miller, Vice Pres., Mutual Ministry
Chris Miller, Secretary, Social Ministry
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Chip Blackwelder, Property
Kim Haberman, Evangelism
Samantha Hillegass, Parish Fellowship
Elizabeth Hurley, Worship & Music
Beth Huss, Stewardship
Frank Irvin, Finance/Christian Ed
Pat McDonough, Youth
Wendell Overby, Property
Dee Pieschel, Social Ministry

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all information to the church office by
Wednesday 10:00 am to keith@s;

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

06-Aug Ellen Mitchener
07-Aug Teresa Klauss
08-Aug Sylvia Corl
10-Aug Connie King
11-Aug Lyle Glatz
12-Aug Robert Davis
12-Aug Renae Myers
12-Aug Wayne Williams

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Lector/Intercessor:
Gretchen Walker

Communion Assistant:
Dale Merrell

Acolyte/Crucifer:
Jacob Rinker

Greeter:

Ushers: Mark Murphy,
Jimmy Harris, Jeff Jones,
Jeff Gilbert, Chip Popovici,
Phil Tesh

Building Supervisor:
Jon Miller

Videographer:
LeeAnn Miller

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and
Receipts for July 30, 2023
$5,988.14
($7,371.00 needed weekly)

Attendance 91

FLOWERS
The altar flowers today are
given to the Glory of God and
in honor of Kim and Betty
Miller’s 50th wedding
anniversary. Given by their
children and grandchildren.

PRAYER LIST
01d St. Paul’'s Lutheran
Church, Conover, NC
Patsy Black
Tom Grady
Tom Ridenhour
Barbara Merrell
Pastor Craig Saltzer

*
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CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, August 06
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship-Blessing of
Backpacks
11:20 am Social Ministry
4:00 pm Youth Games and
Ice Cream

Monday, August 07
10:30 am Quilting Group
Preschool Open House

Tuesday, August 08

11:00 am Finance Comm.
5:00 pm Executive Comm,
6:00 pm Church Council

Wednesday, August 09
2:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Ladies Choir

Ensemble

Sunday, August 13
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship




