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A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcomze!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where you can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the spiritual
seeker and seasoned disciple
to find their home in God with
us. If you are looking for a
spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

ELEVENTH SUNDAY

AFTER PENTECOST

AUGUST 13, 2023
10:00 A.M.

Introduction to Today’s Worship

Elijah finds the presence of God not in
earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the
sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face
a great storm on the sea, they cry out with
fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to
seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes
our fears. In comforting words of scripture and
in the refreshing bread and cup of the
eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us
forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.



Welcome!

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this place and in this
liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the liturgy should you have any
questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign the guestbook located in the Narthex and
introduce yourself to the Pastor or to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm
welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and kneeling) in Lutheran
worship, you are invited to be seated at any point, according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For those who desire
it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the Education Building.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) are located
outside the church office door, immediately behind the Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are
located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call from the Pastor,
please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education Building.

Pew Pads are on the end of each pew (near center aisle), please sign and pass so that we
have a record of your attendance and communion.

St. James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Joseph Beasley any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel Go to www.youtube.com search for
stjameslutheranconcord and subscribe.

UPCOMING DATES: WELCOME: Today we welcome two new
. . . members into the St. James family. Both
et 205 Becepton.tor Mike Hols have been worshiping with for some time.

Aug. 27: Pastor Craig’s Last Sgnday Marga Beville will be joining as a Member
Reception for Pr. Craig Saltzer and Coleman Carter will be joining as an

Sept. 10: Pastor Bill's first Sunday at Associate Member. Please welcome them!
St. James

God’s Work. Our Hands
Sept. 12: Lively Leisures at 12:00 pm
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(GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Chorale Prelude on Christe Sanctorum Richard C. Baker

Congregational Responses in Bold
(Stand)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast
love endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN

Be Thou My Vision SLANE
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may 1 reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence  my light.
raise thou me heav’n - ward, Pow’r of my POW’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue
your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in

the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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(Sit)
YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME / CHILDREN’S CHURCH

FIRST READING 1 KINGS 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind,
and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful
believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to
anoint Elisha as his own successor.

A reading from 1 Kings, the nineteenth chapter.

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then
the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 1°He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 1'He said, “Go out
and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but
the Lord was not in the earthquake; 2and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was
not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 3When Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I
have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go,
return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint
Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel;
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.
1"Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from
the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 85:8-13 (Read Responsively, congregation in bold)
8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.
12 The Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,
and will make a path for his steps.

SECOND READING ROMANS 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the
proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

A reading from Romans, the tenth chapter.

|-\ {I oses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the

person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes
from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven? ” (that is, to
bring Christ down) "or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up
from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. 19For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” 2For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of
all and is generous to all who call on him. 3For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” 14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they
are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

HoOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and
sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea
of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds,
he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone,
24put by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind
was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the
sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It
is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 3°But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3lJesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why
did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)

SERMON Pastor Craig
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me PILOT
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

I present Marga Beville and Coleman Carter who desire to make public affirmation of
their baptism.

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your
own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened
them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold
your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you
have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the

church.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word
of God and share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive
for justice and peace in all the earth?

Those making affirmation respond: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the
gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence,
both now and forever.

Amen.
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(Kneel or sit, as able)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of ereation.

A brief silence.

God of grace and faith, your faithfulness i1s never-ending, and your righteousness
becomes ours through Christ Jesus. Send the church to proclaim the gospel both near
and far, in church buildings and on street corners, in person and through digital means.
Today, we especially remember Rev. Nile Sandeen and our brothers and sisters in Christ
at Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity in Mt. Pleasant, NC. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of sky and sea, the plants, animals, mountains, and plains proclaim your glory.
Prosper the work of ecologists as they teach us new ways to care for the environment.
Bring relief to areas recovering from natural disasters. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of peace and justice, you call us to live as your beloved community throughout the
world. Instill in local, regional, national, and global political and civic leaders a desire to
work for the well-being of all people. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of care and compassion, you bring assurance when we are afraid. Bring calm to any
who are anxious or fearful. Bless the work of therapists, nurses, and other health care
providers. Comfort all who grieve and soothe any who are sick especially those we name
out loud and in the silence of our hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of wonder, you accompany us in both joys and sorrows. We pray for children and
teachers preparing for a new school year. Make your presence known in our work and
play, in lively conversation and in quiet rest. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new life, you send people to renew both church and society. We give you thanks
for their lives of faithful service as examples of following your call. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all ereation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

(This can be done verbally with no physical contact, if desired)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
(Sit)

ANTHEM Faithfulness Thomas O. Chisholm, Joel Raney
Bella Voce Women’s Ensemble

Great is thy faithfulness. O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with thee, thou
changest not, thy compassions they fail not; as thou has been thou forever will be.

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon and stars in their courses
above join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided; great
is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Great is thy faithfulness. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear
presence to cheer and to guide; strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with then thousand beside! Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy
faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided: great
is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Lord, unto me!

OFFERING (Offering plates presented at the altar) (Stand)

OFFERING PRAYER
God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with
these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Loxrd.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!
(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you desire to
receive Communion, please proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle. The ushers will
direct you. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake of wine,
white grape juice is available. Those who do not commune may come forward for a
blessing. After communing, please use the outside aisle to return to your seat. Communion
will be brought to persons in the pews who are unable to come forward to the altar. Please
aduvise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.

LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet
table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is
our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed
 bless, keep, and sustain you
now and to the end of the age.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN O God Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE
Q I i T i i l[ l I l I i
ESIEEE S S s S e
J & & o ¢

I O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight arec like an eve - ning gone,
Ed
; s—L*% s ¢ * -
e . —
1 [ 1 1 | r 1 T T
e e e e e e e e e e e e e
a2
S - L B S v
our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the  same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing  sun.
| | |
- C‘ o A i E > 7
= ===I=S =SS S S==i
| 1 - ' j

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,

bears all our years away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.
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6 O God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.

Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Fanfare—Paraphrase John Cook

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Seruvice Begins!

COPYRIGHT

FANFARE—PARAPHRASE Contributors: John Cook

FAITHFULNESS Contributors: Joel Raney Music © 2006 Hope Publishing Company

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS002140
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scottfop@gmail.com
Mike Holt. Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yvahoo.com

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
tfh1990@yahoo.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Debbie Davis, President
Jon Miller, Vice Pres., Mutual Ministry
Chris Miller, Secretary, Social Ministry
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Chip Blackwelder, Property
Kim Haberman, Evangelism
Samantha Hillegass, Parish Fellowship
Elizabeth Hurley, Worship & Music
Beth Huss, Stewardship
Frank Irvin, Finance/Christian Ed
Pat McDonough, Youth
Wendell Overby, Property
Dee Pieschel, Social Ministry

OrricE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

rch office by
nc.net

Mike Downs
Bill Grady
Ethan Wickliff
Charlotte Davis
Patty Propst
Michael Bestler
Helen Jones
Sam Jones

Jim Harris, Jr.

14-Aug
14-Aug
14-Aug
15-Aug
16-Aug
17-Aug
18-Aug
18-Aug
19-Aug

Lector/Intercessor:
Jodi Ramirez

Communion Assistant:
Jodi Ramirez

Acolyte/Crucifer:
Logan Whisnant, Jodi
Ramirez

Greeter:

Ushers: Mark Murphy,
Jimmy Harris, Jeff Jones,
Jeff Gilbert, Chip Popovici,
Phil Tesh

Building Supervisor:
Chris Miller

Videographer:
Chris Miller

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and
Receipts for August 6, 2023
$6,548.12
($7,371.00 needed weekly)
Attendance 111

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

FLOWERS
The altar flowers today are
given to the Glory of God
and in honor of Robert and
Debbie Davis’ 44th wedding
anniversary.

PRAYER LIST
¢ Lutheran Church of the
Holy Trinity, Mt.
Pleasant, NC
Patsy Black
Tom Grady
Tom Ridenhour
Pastor Craig Saltzer
David Reese, co-worker of

Luke Parks

s oo 0 0

CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, August 13
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship

Monday, August 14
10:30 am Quilting Group
6:00 pm BSA Committee
Preschool Begins

Wednesday, August 16
5:00 pm Christian Ed
7:00 pm Ladies Choir

Ensemble

Saturday, August 19
8:30 am Leah’s Hope Trailer

Sunday, August 20
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship
11:20 am Reception for Mike
Holt




