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A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where you can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the spiritual
seeker and seasoned disciple
to find their home in God with
us. If you are looking for a
spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY

AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 3, 2023
10:00 A.M.

Introduction to Today’s Worship

The prophet dJeremiah speaks of the
incurable wound of his suffering yet finds
in God’s words the delight of his heart. When
Peter doesn’t grasp dJesus’ words about
suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will
find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial
love is described by Paul when he urges us to
associate with the lowly and not repay evil
with evil. In worship we gather as a
community that we might offer ourselves for

the sake of our suffering world.



Welcome!

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this place and in this
liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the liturgy should you have any
questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign the guestbook located in the Narthex and
introduce yourself to the Pastor or to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm
welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and kneeling) in Lutheran
worship, you are invited to be seated at any point, according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For those who desire
it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the Education Building.

First Aid Kits and the Automatic External Defibrillators (AED) are located outside
the church office door, immediately behind the Sanctuary, at the bottom of the stairs in
the Portico area and in the Narthex. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in
the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call from the Pastor,
please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education Building.

Pew Pads are on the end of each pew (near center aisle), please sign and pass so that we
have a record of your attendance and communion.

St. James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Joseph Beasley any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel Go to www.youtube.com search for
stjameslutheranconcord and subscribe.

UPCOMING DATES: CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations
Sept. 10: Pastor Bill’s first Sunday EE John anl\(}[.iAlhs]%?.n HlnsonHon the ;t))u'th of
Coil’s Work. Dur Hands eir son, Miles Finnegan. He was born on

Sept. 11-13: My Father’s House August 29, 2023. The proud grandparents
Sept. 12: Lively Leisures at 12:00 pm are Bramk and Jil Iryis,

CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations
to David Scott and Amy Hardister on the
birth of their son, Noah Chase. He was born
on August 26, 2023. The proud grandparents
are Bill and Reggie Hardister.
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(GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Ave Verum from Two Communions Everett Titcomb

Congregational Responses in Bold
(Stand)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast
love endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I  hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a  fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the
world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength
to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Sit)
YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME / CHILDREN’S CHURCH

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 15:15-21

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and God’s
seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in
his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.”

A reading from Jeremiah, the fifteenth chapter.

LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on

my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your
account I suffer insult. 16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became
to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of
hosts. 17T did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of
your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. ¥Why is my pain
unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a
deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 19Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I
will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not
what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you
who will turn to them. 20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they
will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you
and deliver you, says the LORD. 21 will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and
redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 26:1-8 (Read Responsively, congregation in bold)
1 Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity,
and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering.
2 Prove me, O Lord, and try me;
test my heart and mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes,
and I walk in faithfulness to you.[a]
4T do not sit with the worthless,
nor do I consort with hypocrites;
51 hate the company of evildoers,
and will not sit with the wicked.
6 I wash my hands in innocence,
and go around your altar, O Lord,
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving,
and telling all your wondrous deeds.
8 O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell,
and the place where your glory abides.

SECOND READING ROMANS 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the
unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter euvil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to
overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at
peace with all people.

A reading from Romans, the twelfth chapter.

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; %love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 1'Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless
those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 5Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. 6Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17"Do not repay anyone
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says
the Lord.” 2No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Tu - 1a.

HoLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 16:21-28
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate
purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord!
This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.” 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find
it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or
what will they give in return for their life? 27“For the Son of Man is to come with his
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been
done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)

SERMON Pastor John Woodard
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HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service BEACH SPRING
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I Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,

mak -ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com -fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im -part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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APOSTLE’S CREED

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation,
and the needs of our neighbors.
A brief silence.

God of life, your words are the joy at the heart of your church. Draw the seeker to you,

place messages of hope and healing in the mouths of your witnesses, and open your

children to your truth when we stumble. Today, we especially pray for our brothers and

sisters in Christ at Christ the King Lutheran Church in Whiteville, NC. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and oceans reveal the
beauty of your creation. Challenge us to live humbly and peaceably as part of your world.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is good. Guide them to show
honor to the people in their care. Overcome evil in all nations and grant peace to peoples
and places mired in conflict. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of deliverance, remember all who are suffering, lonely, and in pain. Liberate your
people being insulted, persecuted, or in the grasp of the ruthless. Give endurance to
workers who persevere on this Labor Day and insure fair wages and safe working
environments. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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God of justice, equip this congregation to boldly follow you in uncertain times and to
remain faithful in prayer when facing challenges. We especially pray for those who we
name out loud and in the silence of our hearts. Show us how best to love and care for one
another and our communities. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of glory, we give thanks for the saints who now dwell with you in splendor. Nurture
us 1n faith until the day we join their heavenly song. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our
heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
(This can be done verbally with no physical contact, if desired)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Sit)

ANTHEM As We Gather at Your Table Daw, Réntgen
As we gather at your table, as we listen to your word,

Help us know, O God, your presence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.

Nourish us with sacred story 'til we claim it as our own;

Teach us through this holy banquet how to make Love’s victory known.

Turn our worship into witness in the sacrament of life;

Send us forth to love and serve you, bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion to forgive as you forgave;

May we still behold your image 1n the world you died to save.

Gracious Spirit, help us summon other guests to share that feast

Where triumphant Love will welcome those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us nor will pride our peace destroy,

As we join with saints and angels to repeat the sounding joy.
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OFFERING (Offering plates presented at the altar) (Stand)

OFFERING PRAYER
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table,

that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave 1t to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Jesus invites you to this table.

Come, eat, and live.
(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you desire to
receive Communion, please proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle. The ushers will
direct you. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake of wine,
white grape juice is avatlable. Those who do not commune may come forward for a
blessing. After communing, please use the outside aisle to return to your seat. Communion
will be brought to persons in the pews who are unable to come forward to the altar. Please
advise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.
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LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen yvou and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your

banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

BLESSING
The God of glory,
+ Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN O Beautiful for Spacious Skies MATERNA
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Grand Choeur Théodore DuBois
The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!

COPYRIGHT
LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE: Contributors: Albert F, Bayly Text: Albert F. Bayly, (¢)1988 Oxford University Pross

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.
LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg

Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS002140
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 6584
CoNCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE  T704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................. Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

Rev. Bill Ridnehour, Senior Pastor
PrBill@gine.net

Keith Sutton Parish Administrator

Jill Irvin, Finance Admmistrator
jill@sine.net
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music
scottfop@email.com

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
tfh1990@yahoo.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Debbie Davis, President
Jon Miller, Vice Pres., Mutual Ministry
Chris Miller, Secretary, Social Ministry
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Chip Blackwelder, Property
Kim Haberman, Evangelism
Samantha Hillegass, Parish Fellowship
Elizabeth Hurley, Worship & Music
Beth Huss, Stewardship
Frank Irvin, Finance/Christian Ed
Pat McDonough, Youth
Wendell Overby, Property
Dee Pieschel, Social Ministry

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

he (‘f urch nf}‘:f e by

William Propst
Kim Haberman
Patrick Propst
Simon Lovelace
Ashleigh Matthews
Sophie Horton
Trey Horton
Dylan Urso

Paul Winterhalter
Laura Overby
Edith Propst
Dianne Lambert

03-Sep
04-Sep
04-Sep
05-Sep
05-Sep
06-Sep
06-Sep
06-Sep
06-Sep
08-Sep
08-Sep
09-Sep

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

Lector/Intercessor:
Margaret Garrison

Communion Assistant:
Anne Hoges

Acolyte/Crucifer:
Noah Dixon

Greeter:
Samantha Hillegass

Ushers: Chip Blackwelder,
Michael Rinker, Ashley Cline,
Jeff Koenig

Building Supervisor:
Kim Haberman

Videographer:
Chris Miller

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and
Receipts for Aug. 27, 2023
$4,941.24

(87,371.00 needed weekly)
In-Person Attendance 117
Online Worship 55

FLOWERS
The flowers today are given by
Kim Haberman to the Glory of
God and in honor of her
family.

PRAYER LIST
¢+ Christ the King Lutheran
Church, Whiteville, NC
Patsy Black
Tom Grady
Tom Ridenhour
Bill Fisher
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CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, September 03
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship

Monday, September 04
Office Closed-Labor Day

Tuesday, September 05

10:30 am Mary Magdalene Cir.
5:00 pm Executive Committee
6:00 pm Property Committee

Wednesday, September 06
2:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Parish Choir

Sunday, September 10
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship
11:30 am God’s Work. Our
Hands.




