Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where you can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the spiritual
seeker and seasoned disciple
to find their home in God with
us. If you are looking for a
spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.
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Introduction to Today’s Worship

od does not promise that the path of the

disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the
pain of rejection from those who do not want to
hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that
his words may bring stark division. Even so,
we need not be afraid for God accounts for each
hair on our heads. Though we may experience
rejection, frustration, division, and death,
God’s grace and love make us a new creation
each day. Marked with the cross and filled
with holy food, we are sent from worship to
witness to Christ in the world.



Welcome!

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this place and in this
liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the liturgy should you have any
questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign the guestbook located in the Narthex and
introduce yourself to the Pastor or to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm
welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and kneeling) in Lutheran
worship, you are invited to be seated at any point, according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For those who desire
it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the Education Building.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) are located
outside the church office door, immediately behind the Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are
located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call from the Pastor,
please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education Building.

Pew Pads are on the end of each pew (near center aisle), please sign and pass so that we
have a record of your attendance and communion.

St. James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Joseph Beasley any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel Go to www.youtube.com search for
stjameslutheranconcord and subscribe.

SUMMER OF SERVICE: Today after| SUMMER ORGAN RECITAL SERIES:

worship, we will meet in the fellowship hall
for a lite lunch and then we have several
service activities planned. This is a mult-
genrational event so everyone is invited.

Sunday, July 2 at St. James Lutheran in
Concord at 7:00 pm featuring Chase
Douthit, a 2023 Baylor University Graduate.
The recital series is sponsored by the
Charlotte Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists. Free admission. A free-will
offering will be accepted to support the
Stigall Scholarship Fund, which helps
provide organ instruction for students in
grades 6-12.
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(GATHERING

WELCOME
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
Lord Jesus Christ, Turn to Us Johann Seb. Bach
Congregational Responses in Bold
(Stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast
love endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN
08

How Firm a Foundation

FOUNDATION
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to
fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask
for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
(Sit)

YOUNG DiscCIPLES’ TIME / CHILDREN’S CHURCH
FIRST READING JEREMIAH 20:7-13

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and persecution. Yet
Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his enemies and commits his life into God’s
hands.

A reading from Jeremiah, the twentieth chapter.

LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you

have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 8For
whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word
of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. °If I say, “I will not
mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something like a
burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. °For I
hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All
my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can
prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.” 'But the LORD is with me like a
dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will
be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be
forgotten. 120 LORD of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let
me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 13Sing to
the LORD; praise the LORD! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of
evildoers.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 69:7-18 (Read Responsively, congregation in bold)

7 It 1s for your sake that I have borne reproach,
that shame has covered my face.
8 I have become a stranger to my kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.
9 It is zeal for your house that has consumed me;
the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.
10 When I humbled my soul with fasting,
they insulted me for doing so.
11 When I made sackecloth my clothing,
I became a byword to them.
12 I am the subject of gossip for those who sit in the gate,
and the drunkards make songs about me.
13 But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. At an acceptable time,
O God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.
14 With your faithful help rescue me from sinking in the mire;
let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters.
15 Do not let the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up,
or the Pit close its mouth over me.
16 Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.
17 Do not hide your face from your servant,
for I am in distress—make haste to answer me.
18 Draw near to me, redeem me,
set me free because of my enemies.

SECOND READING ROMANS 6:1B-11

In baptism we were tncorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have been made new
in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin.

A reading from Romans, the sixth chapter.

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we
who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him
in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. §We
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed,
and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. "For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But
if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. YWe know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;
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death no longer has dominion over him. 19The death he died, he died to sin, once for all;
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 1So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin
and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
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HoLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 10:24-39

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he assures them
that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

esus said to the twelve: 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the

master; 25t is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they
malign those of his household! 26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that
will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27”What I say to you
in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the
housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of
your head are all counted. 3'So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows. 32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also
will deny before my Father in heaven. 34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to
the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 3For I have come to set a man
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law; 36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 37"Whoever loves
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter
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more than me is not worthy of me; 3%and whoever does not take up the cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(Sit)

SERMON Pastor Craig
HYMN OF THE DAY (Next page)

APOSTLE’S CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.

A brief silence.

You entice your church to speak truth that challenges false notions of peace. Prevail
upon us with the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection, that we are compelled to
share the gospel with all the world. Today, we especially pray for Rev. Alice Johnson
Curl and our brothers and sisters in Christ at Trinity Lutheran Church in Rocky Mount,
NC. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Under your watch not even a sparrow goes unnoticed. Safeguard plant and animal
habitats threatened by melting glaciers, rising oceans, and receding coastlines. Amplify
the voices of those calling for responsible stewardship of the earth’s resources. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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HYMN OF THE DAY O Jesus, I Have Promised MUNICH
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Our world is enduring violence and destruction. Rescue your people in nations
experiencing conflict or crisis. Thwart the efforts of those who sow chaos and terror, and
guide those working to bring about peace and reconciliation. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You have counted even the hairs of our heads. Reassure anyone experiencing poverty,

homelessness, unemployment, or exploitation that every life has value. Look favorably

upon all who struggle. Answer us, for your steadfast love is good. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Even when we experience rejection your love invites us to new life. Lift up anyone who
feels shunned or excluded on account of their gender, race, sexual orientation, gender
identity, national origin, or any other human distinction. Make your people one. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All who have died with Christ also live with him. We give thanks for all the saints whose
faithful confession inspired our own discipleship, and raise us, with them, to eternal life.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE (7This can be done verbally with no physical contact, if desired)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Sit)
ANTHEM Come to the Banquet Joseph M. Martin
Come to the banquet God has prepared,
a table of plenty, no cost has been spared.
Christ is our servant, we are His guest
at a feast of forgiveness where all will be blessed.

Come and remember as you eat the bread

all the ways He fed you by the words that He said.
There's rest for the weary and strength for the small,
O come, and remember the Savior of all.

Come to the table, rejoice in the wine

that refreshes the spirit, brings peace to the mind.
Come drink your fill 'til hearts overflow,

O come to the banquet where God's grace is shown.

Go from the banquet with hearts strong and pure,
your place at the table forever secure.

Ask all who hunger to join with you there,

for there's room at the banquet and plenty to share.
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OFFERING (Offering plates presented at the altar)  (Stand)

OFFERING PRAYER
God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with
these gifts of your creation, and multiply vour graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you desire lo
receive Communion, please proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle. The ushers will
direct yvou. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake of wine,
white grape juice is available. Those who do not commune may come forward for a
blessing. After communing, please use the outside aisle to return to your seat. Communion
will be brought to persons in the pews who are unable to come forward to the altar. Please
aduise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.
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LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

PosST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our
dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos

and speaks in the smallest seed

*+ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Let the Whole Creation Cry SALZBURG
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3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raise the an - them loud and bold,
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Trumpet Voluntary in D Major John Stanley

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!

COPYRIGHT

TRUMPET VOLUNTARY IN D MAJOR Contributors: John Stanley Tune © 1970 Lorenz Publishing Company

COME TO THE BANQUET Contributors; Joseph M, Martin Text: (¢)1996, Jubilate Music Group Alfred Sacred

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress, All mghts reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS002140
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166

WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................. Ministers
The Rev. Elizaheth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

Rev. Craig Saltzer, Interim Pastor
csaltzer@triad.rr.com
356-225-T889
Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sjne.net
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator

Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music
scottfop@gmail.com
Mike Holt, Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
tfth1990@yahoo.com

Kathryn Radecliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Debbie Davis, President
Jon Miller, Vice Pres., Mutual Ministry
Chris Miller, Secretary, Social Ministry
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Chip Blackwelder, Property
Kim Haberman, Evangelism
Samantha Hillegass, Parish Fellowship
Elizabeth Hurley, Worship & Music
Beth Huss, Stewardship
Frank Irvin, Finance/Christian Ed
Pat McDonough, Youth
Wendell Overby, Property
Dee Pieschel, Social Ministry

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

25-Jun
26-Jun
26-Jun
26-Jun
27-Jun
28-Jun
30-Jun

Ushers:
Harward, Taylor Pruette, Al
Pieschel, Jon Miller

James Radcliffe
Campbell Overby
Katherine Weisel
Kara Hardister
Jim Miller
Jeremy Monk
Joann Bratton

01-Jul Lindsey Lineberger
01-Jul Ben MacFarlane
01-Jul Graham Pruette

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor:
Barbara Albright

Communion Assistant:
Dianne Lambert

Acolyte/Crucifer:
Jacob Rinker

Greeter: Laura Overby

Brad Baker, Chip

Building Supervisor:
Jon Miller

Videographer:
Wendell Overby

ALTAR FLOWERS: The
flowers today are given by
Pr. Craig and Marian Saltzer
to the Glory of God and in
celebration of their wedding
anniversary on June 29.

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all information to the church office by
Wednesday 10:00 am to keith@sjnec.net

PRAYER LIST
¢ Trinity Lutheran, Rocky
Mount, NC
Patsy Black
Tom Grady
Tom Ridenhour
Barbara Merrell

* & S

CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, June 25
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship
11:20 am Evangelism
11:20 am Sunday of Service

Monday, June 26
10:30 am Quilting Group

Wednesday, June 28
2:00 pm Staff Meeting

Sunday, July 2

9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship

7:00 pm Organ Recital

June 25-30 Boy Scouts at
Summer Camp




