qint (ames
]Dﬁhzrar? Ghnrth

A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the

Evangelical lutheran Church in America

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcome!
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St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to PENTECOST

know the compassionate heart

of Jesus. We are a community JULY 9, 2023

of Christians where you can .

belong before you believe. At 10:00 A.M

Saint James the beauty of

ancient worship and

traditional spiritual practices Introduction to Today’s Worship
transform contemporary lives.

Join us as together we

Jecouer The sapped 3 #he he mystery of God’s ways is sometimes
heart of the city. Our worship hidden from the wise and intelligent.
includes ancient and Jesus associates with those often excluded
contemporary symbols and from the religious community. Like Paul, we

practices along with preaching

_ with struggle with our own selfish desires and seek
and music to inspire you to

. i God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be
follow Jesus in your daily life. A «
We waleotne both ths anitiusl refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me,
seeker and seasoned disciple all you that are weary.” Gathered around word,
to find their home in God with water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.
us. If you are looking for a
spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.



Welcome!

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this place and in this
liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the liturgy should you have any
questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign the guestbook located in the Narthex and
introduce yourself to the Pastor or to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm
welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and kneeling) in Lutheran
worship, you are invited to be seated at any point, according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For those who desire
it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the Education Building.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) are located
outside the church office door, immediately behind the Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are
located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call from the Pastor,
please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education Building.

Pew Pads are on the end of each pew (near center aisle), please sign and pass so that we
have a record of your attendance and communion.

St. James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Joseph Beasley any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel Go to www.youtube.com search for
stjameslutheranconcord and subscribe.

SUMMER OF SERVICE: On July 16 after| AED/CPR REFRESHER TRAINING The
worship, we will meet in the fellowship hall | Health and Safety Team is coordinating
for a lite lunch and then we have several | AED/CPR training for individuals at St.
service activities planned. Our main project |James. This is a refresher course in CPR
will be collecting food for the Blessing Box.|and wuse of the AED device. (No
This is a multi-generational event so|Certifications) We would like to have as
everyone is invited. Please sign up to help |many people trained to handle an
with planning. emergency, if it arises, when you are at the
church. The sessions will be on
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS TOGETHER |Tuesday, July 18 at two different times: 1:30
SURVEY: Be sure to complete the survey|— 3:00 pm and 6:00 — 7:30 pm.

insert today.
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(GATHERING

WELCOME
OPENING VOLUNTARY
Prelude in F Major Johann Seb. Bach
Congregational Responses in Bold
(Stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast
love endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name  CORONATION
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1 All  hail the pow’r of Je - sus’name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 O seed of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car-nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all
The God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all
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5 Letev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe
on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.
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6 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
we at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all.




GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon
you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
(Sit)

YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME / CHILDREN’S CHURCH
FIRST READING ZECHARIAH 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant
with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

A reading from Zechariah, the ninth chapter.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a
colt, the foal of a donkey. 1°He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the
nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the
earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your
prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSAILM 145:8-14 (Read Responsively, congregation in bold)

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,
and his compassion is over all that he has made.
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,
and tell of your power,
12to0 make known to all people your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.
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13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling,

and raises up all who are bowed down.

SECOND READING ROMANS 7:15-25A

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be
wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

A reading from Romans, the seventh chapter.

do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I

hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer
I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 8For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that
is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. °For I do not do the good I want, but
the evil I do not want is what I do. 22Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but
sin that dwells within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies
close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in
my members. 2¢Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

e ——— —— ==
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Al-le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.
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HoLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that
wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus spoke to the crowd saying: 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17“"We played the flute
for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 8For John came
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19%the Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 25At that time Jesus said,
“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for
such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and
no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28“Come to me, all you that are weary and
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)
SERMON Pastor Craig
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HYMN OF THE DAY I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say KINGSFOLD
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1 I heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
31 heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up -on  my breast”

the liv -ing wa - ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright”

0 u i . , e
)" A ] P> I I | | | | | I
o " —— - P I i
D1 | ] ! o | hd p~ ]
I J—— | | | o
I came to Je - sus as 1 was, so wea -y, worn, and sad;
1 came to Je - sus, and 1 drank of  that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus, and 1 found in him my star, my sun;
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1 found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now 1 live in him.
and in that light of life I'll walk till trav-"ling days are done.

APOSTLE’S CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God of the covenant, you call ministers to proclaim your gospel of grace throughout the

world. Inspire pastors, deacons, church musicians, and all ministers of your word

especially Rev. Linda Nelson and our brothers and sisters in Christ at Lutheran Church

of the Living Word in Laurinburg, NC as they carry out your work. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, you reveal your goodness through all you have made: rivers and seas,
plants and animals, and endangered species. Prosper the work of conservation
organizations, botanical gardens, zoos, and wildlife sanctuaries. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire that all the peoples of the world live in peace. Guide
government leaders at all levels—national, state/province, and local—to work for justice,
mercy, and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you bring healing to those who are sick, consolation to those who are
grieving, and well-being to those who are distraught. Send skilled caregivers to all in
need especially those we name out loud and in the silence of our hearts. Make your
presence known among all who suffer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of rejoicing, you have brought us together this day to worship around word and

sacrament. Encourage children in their learning and growing, and watch over those who

are absent today. Lead us all to places of renewal and refreshment. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of all faithfulness, through the witness of the faithful departed you reveal love in
action. Embolden us by their example to build up the beloved community in all the
contexts we encounter. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who

reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE (This can be done verbally with no physical contact, if desired)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Sit)

ANTHEM Fairest Lord -Jesus Anonymous

1 Fairest Lord Jesus,
ruler of all nature,
O thou of God and man the Son,
Thee will 1 cherish,
Thee will I honor,

thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.

2 Fair are the meadows,
fairer still the woodlands,
robed in the blooming garb of spring:
Jesus 1s fairer,
Jesus 1s purer
who makes the woeful heart to sing.

3 Fair is the sunshine,
fairer still the moonlight,
and all the twinkling starry host:
Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer
than all the angels heaven can boast.

4 Beautiful Savior!
Lord of all the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor,
praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine.

OFFERING (Offering plates presented at the altar)  (Stand)

OFFERING PRAYER
God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with
these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

I —  ——  —— S - - - I — 3
s 1z < o & | g1 7 —— I —&
> - I | = [~ I = - d- l?
Ho -1ly. ho - ly. ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and mi_,gTI,
0] . . |
e e e e s e s e m e e e e e
J - £ |~ - |__—;l-_\_\__l'_'_l__';l
ho - ly. ho - 1ly. ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and might,
- S B et S B
j — | = e B —— — —
heav-en and carth are full. full of your glo - ry.
0 |
A1 1 I | = e F——71 2
e
Ho - san - na im  the high - est, ho- san-na in the high - est
P b . I 1 =t I — ——
Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord.
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Ho - san - na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us:
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you desire to
receive Communion, please proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle. The ushers will
direct you. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake of wine,
white grape juice is available. Those who do not commune may come forward for a
blessing. After communing, please use the oulside aisle to return to your seat. Communion
will be brought lo persons in the pews who are unable to come forward to the altar. Please
aduvise an usher if yvou wish the pastor to do so.
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LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our
dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed

F bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve  CHESTERFIELD
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I The Spir-it  sends us forth to  serve; we go in
2 We go to «com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let us go to serve in  peace, the gos - pel
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
joy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim. God’s Spir it has em -
n . ] }
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to the poor, Gods fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a  dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we 2o in Je - sus’  name.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Fugue in F Major

Johann Seb. Bach

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE  704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................ Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton... Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF
Rev. Craig Saltzer, Interim Pastor
csaltzer@triad.rr.com
336-225-7T889
Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sjne.net
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill“sinc.net
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music
scottfop@gmail.com
Mike Holt, Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
tfh1990@yahoo.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Debbie Davis, President
Jon Miller, Vice Pres., Mutual Ministry
Chris Miller, Secretary, Social Ministry
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Chip Blackwelder, Property
Kim Haberman, Evangelism
Samantha Hillegass, Parish Fellowship
Elizabeth Hurley, Worship & Music
Beth Huss, Stewardship
Frank Irvin, Finance/Christian Ed
Pat McDonough, Youth
Wendell Overby, Property
Dee Pieschel, Social Ministry

OFricE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all information to the church office by
Wednesday 10:00 am to kei ]

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

10-Jul Casey Gale

11-Jul Margaret Fink
11-Jul George Patterson
11-Jul Thomas Propst, Jr.
15-Jul Margaret Ford
15-Jul Mark Weisel

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor:
Jodi Ramirez

Communion Assistant:
Jodi Ramirez

Acolyte/Crucifer:
Jodi Ramirez /
Logan Whisnant

Greeter: Sylvia Corl

Ushers: Dale Merrell,
Gretchen Walker, Robert
Davis, Lex Patterson,
Samantha Hillegass

Building Supervisor:
Chip and Ann Blackwelder

Videographer:
Ann Blackwelder

Nursery Attendant:
Campbell Overby

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and
Receipts for July 2, 2023
$3,625.14
($7,371.00 needed weekly)
Attendance 74

PRAYER LIST
¢ Lutheran Church of the
Living Word, Laurinburg,
NC
Patsy Black
Tom Grady
Tom Ridenhour
Barbara Merrell
Lorene Ledford, mother of
Deb Black

TR E R

CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 9
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship

Monday, July 10
10:30 am Quilting Group

Tuesday, July 11
5:00 pm Executive Committee
6:00 pm Church Council

Wednesday, July 12
2:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Ladies Choir

Ensemble

Saturday, July 15
8:30 am Leah's Hope Trailer

Sunday, July 16
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship
11:20 am Summer of Service
Lunch and Projects




