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A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where you can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the spiritual
seeker and seasoned disciple
to find their home in God with
us. If you are looking for a
spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER

PENTECOST

JULY 23, 2023
10:00 A.M.

Introduction to Today’s Worship

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in
the world? In the parable of the wheat and
the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow
together until the harvest. With Paul, we long
for the day that all creation will be set free
from bondage and suffering. Having both
weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place
our hope in the promises of God, and from the
Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of
justice and mercy.



Welcome!

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this place and in this
liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the liturgy should you have any
questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign the guestbook located in the Narthex and
introduce yourself to the Pastor or to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm
welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and kneeling) in Lutheran
worship, you are invited to be seated at any point, according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For those who desire
it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the Education Building.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) are located
outside the church office door, immediately behind the Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are
located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call from the Pastor,
please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education Building.

Pew Pads are on the end of each pew (near center aisle), please sign and pass so that we
have a record of your attendance and communion.

St. James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Joseph Beasley any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel Go to www.youtube.com search for
stjameslutheranconcord and subscribe.

STEWARDSHIP: Would you like to help|etc. Also, all hands are needed to help
matching our members to their gifts? The|decorate this Sunday after church, as
Stewardship Committee is looking for you.|well. Thanks to all who have signed up to
Contact Beth Huss if interested. volunteer.

WELCOME: We welcome Pastor David
Nelson today to lead worship with us.
Pastor David is a retired Lutheran pastor
who has served as chaplain for Lutheran
Services for the Aging and has served
various parishes in the NC Synod.

VBS VOLUNTEERS: Any VBS volunteers
that have questions or would like additional
information, please stop by the fellowship
hall right after church this Sunday, July 23.
Christine Lovelace and LeeAnn Miller will
be there to answer any questions you may
have about your group, rotation schedules,
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(GATHERING

WELCOME
OPENING VOLUNTARY
The Peace May Be Exchanged Dan Locklair
Congregational Responses in Bold
(Stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast
love endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the *# Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN

O Worship the King HANOVER
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1 Oh, wor - ship  the King, all - glo - rious a - bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what  tongue can re - cite?
4 Frail chil - dren  of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 0 mea - sure - less might, in - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow’r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in  the air, it shines in the light,
in you do we trust, nor find  you to fail,
while an - gels de light to hymn you a - bove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change-less de - cree,
it streams from the  hills, it de - scends to the  plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler cre - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with  praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er, re - deem -er, and friend.
with true ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted
in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Sit)
YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME / CHILDREN’S CHURCH
FIRST READING ISAIAH 44:6-8

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God,
through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

A reading from Isaiah, the forty-fourth chapter.

hus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the

first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. "Who is like me? Let them
proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old
the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I
not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides
me? There is no other rock; I know not one.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 86:11-17 (Read Responsively, congregation in bold)
HTeach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.

2] will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.

13For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.

14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people
seeks my life; they have not set you before their eyes.

15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.

16Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant,
and save the child of your handmaid.

17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to
shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.
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SECOND READING ROMANS 8:12-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as
God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and
creation from bondage to death and decay.

A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter.

o then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the

flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. *For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, "and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may
also be glorified with him. 8] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 1°For the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 2°for the creation was subjected to
futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 2that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of
the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in
labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes
for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
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HoLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;2but while everybody was
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done
this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them? 29But he
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with
them. 39Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.’” 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his
disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” 3"He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is
the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children
of the evil one, 3%and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are angels. 490Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 4'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears
listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)

SERMON Someday...I'll... Pastor David Nelson
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HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ST GEORGE'S WINDSOR
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I Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.

2 Al the world is God’s own field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;

4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi- nal har- vest home.
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from his field shall in that day all of - fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup - plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - ri-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.

but the fruit - ful ears to store in his gar -ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!
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APOSTLE’S CREED

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and

hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.

A brief stlence.

O God, you call your church to announce the gospel of reconciliation and truth both near
and far. Guide your church as it seeks your wisdom and shares it, trusting your Spirit
bearing witness among us. Today, we especially pray for Rev. Horace Free and our
brothers and sisters in Christ at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Andrews, NC. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You brought forth all creation and called it good. Direct policymakers to protect lands and
seas. Bring rain to sun-parched fields and protect areas impacted by natural disasters.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You desire peace among nations and peoples. Guard our neighborhoods from hatred,
watch over police officers and firefighters, and teach us to advocate for those who live in
fear. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You are gracious and merciful, comforting those who suffer any affliction especially those
we name out loud and in the silence of our hearts. Sustain your people living with HIV/
AIDS, provide shelter for all who are unhoused, and release any who are unjustly
imprisoned. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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You name each of us as your children. Guide our hospitality ministry to welcome all, our
education ministry to equip us for faithful living, and our social ministry to enact the
gospel in our community. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You send faithful people to proclaim freedom from bondage and to renew your church.
Encourage us by the witness of the faithful departed, so that we live into that same
hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

(This can be done verbally with ne physical contact, if desired)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Sit)

ANTHEM Awaken Me to Pray David Lantz, I11

Awaken me to pray, O my Father, when the night 1s long, O my Lord.
Hear my earnest plea, God remember me. Awaken me to pray, O my Lord.

Awaken me to pray, O my Father, when I leave your side, O my Lord.
When my footsteps roam, bring me safely home, awaken me to pray, O my Lord.

Awaken me to pray, O my Lord, when the trials come, O my Lord,
Give me strength to stand, hold me by the hand, awaken me to pray, O my Lord.

OFFERING (Offering plates presented at the altar) (Stand)

OFFERING PRAYER
God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with
these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you destre to
receive Communion, please proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle. The ushers will
direct you. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake of wine,
white grape juice is available. Those who do not commune may come forward for a
blessing. After communing, please use the outside aisle to return to your seat. Communion
will be brought to persons in the pews who are unable to come forward to the altar. Please
aduvise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.
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LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation

HD 1:|LéL i dl 7= m ) : | I ! I E i I I f !
(7 i — = " — h—1 — -
5 o
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
n “ i } I }
A —T—r —— J 2+ — ———
@ Ll C'-Jl' ~ Gl- d [#] ]I ‘ UI I d ) _Lt
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
0 4 . ; .
¥ g I { ; > ; ] I - .
§ (e S —— [7) d g I © » = i 4 F _IPW
O—] Ao = | ]
mer -cy on  us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
.1. . —— —F ..|..- N — =
T —
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our

dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed

7 bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound NEW BRITAIN
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Fanfare Jaques-Nicolas Lemmens

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!

COPYRIGHT

THE PEACE MAY BE EXCHANGED Contributors: Dan Locklair

AWAKEN ME TO PRAY Contmbutors: John ParkerDavid Lantz 111 Tune and Text Copyright @ 1999 hy Glory Sound, a div. of Shawnee Press,
Ine.

FANFARE Contributors: David Paxton, Jacques Lemmens Tune © 1988 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of the Lorenz Corporation
MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All vights veserved,

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS002140
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 684
CoNCcORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE T04.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James.................Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith.........Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

Rev. Craig Saltzer, Interim Pastor
csaltzer@triad.rr.com
336-225-7889
Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sjne.net
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sine.net
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music
scottfop@gmail.com

Mike Holt, Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
tfh1990@vahoo.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator |

krad3700@gmail.com
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Debbie Davis, President
Jon Miller, Vice Pres., Mutual Ministry
Chris Miller, Secretary, Social Ministry
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Chip Blackwelder, Property
Kim Haberman, Evangelism
Samantha Hillegass, Parish Fellowship
Elizabeth Hurley, Worship & Music
Beth Huss, Stewardship
Frank Irvin, Finance/Christian Ed
Pat McDonough, Youth
Wendell Overby, Property

Dee Pieschel, Social Ministry

OrriCcE HoOuRs
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

ematl all information to the church office by

ednesday 10:00 am to keith@

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
23-Jul Holden Downs
23-Jul Jill Trott

25-Jul Laurie Miller
25-Jul Justin Monk
26-Jul Kirby Bryn
26-Jul Elizabeth Hurley
26-Jul Al Pieschel
27-Jul Janet Patterson
27-Jul Michael Rinker
29-Jul Luke Baker
29-Jul Noah Clifton
29-Jul Julianna Popovici
29-Jul Jim Steel

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Lector/Intercessor:
Margaret Garrison

Communion Assistant:
Anne Hodges

Acolyte/Crucifer:
Noah Dixon

Greeter:
Barbara Albright

Ushers: Dale Merrell,
Gretchen Walker, Rohert
Davis, Lex Patterson,
Samantha Hillegass

Building Supervisor:
Chip and Ann Blackwelder

Videographer:
Ann Blackwelder

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and
Receipts for July 16, 2023
$4,634.27
($7,371.00 needed weekly)
Attendance 91

sinc.net

FLOWERS

The altar flowers today are
given by Gretchen Walker to
the Glory of God and in
thanks for all of the ushers at
St. James Lutheran Church
who are always willing to
serve weekly and when called
on for funeral services.

PRAYER LIST
¢ St. Andrew’s Lutheran
Church, Andrews, NC
Patsy Black
Tom Grady
Tom Ridenhour
Barbara Merrell
Pastor Craig Saltzer
Family of Lyn McEachern
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CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 23
9:00 am Evangelism Comm.
9:15 am Parish Choir

10:00 am Worship

11:30 am VBS Setup

Monday, July 24
10:30 am Quilting Group
3:00 pm VBS Setup

Tuesday, July 25
3:00 pm VBS Setup

Wednesday, July 26
7:00 pm Ladies Choir
Ensemble
3:00 pm VBS Setup

Thursday, July 27
3:00 pm VBS Setup

Sunday, July 30
9:15 am Parish Choir

10:00 am Worship
5:30 am VBS




