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A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the
Evangehca[ lutheran Church in America

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where you can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the spiritual
seeker and seasoned disciple
to find their home in God with
us. If you are looking for a
spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

JULY 30, 2023
10:00 A.M.

Introduction to Today’s Worship

s Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to

more deeply know the treasures of faith.
In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images
that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that
becomes a sheltering home, yeast that
penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a
net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek
the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is
that God’s grace finds us first!



Welcome!

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this place and in this
liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the liturgy should you have any
questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign the guestbook located in the Narthex and
introduce yourself to the Pastor or to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm
welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and kneeling) in Lutheran
worship, you are invited to be seated at any point, according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For those who desire
it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the Education Building.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) are located
outside the church office door, immediately behind the Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are
located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call from the Pastor,
please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education Building.

Pew Pads are on the end of each pew (near center aisle), please sign and pass so that we
have a record of your attendance and communion.

St. James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Joseph Beasley any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel Go to www.youtube.com search for
stjameslutheranconcord and subscribe.

STEWARDSHIP: Would you like to help | BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: The
matching our members to their gifts? The|Blessing of the Backpacks will be on
Stewardship Committee is looking for you.|Sunday, August 6th. Bring your school
Contact Beth Huss if interested. backpacks for a blessing and to receive a tag.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Vacation
Bible School begins this evening and runs
through Tuesday evening. It begins with
dinner being served at 5:30 pm.
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(GATHERING

WELCOME
OPENING VOLUNTARY
Préambule Louis Vierne
Congregational Responses in Bold
(Stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast

love endures forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN How Great Thou Art O STORE GUD
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us
into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Sit)
YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME / CHILDREN’S CHURCH
FIRST READING 1 KINGS 3:5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for:
wisdom to govern the people well.

A reading from 1 Kings, the third chapter.

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask
what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast
love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. "And now,
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I
am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the
midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be
numbered or counted. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great
people?” 10t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 1'!God said to him, “Because
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 2I now
do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSAILM 119:129-136 (Read Responsively, congregation in bold)
129Your decrees are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them.
130The unfolding of your words gives light;

it imparts understanding to the simple.
131With open mouth I pant,
because I long for your commandments.
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132Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as is your custom toward those who love your name.
133Keep my steps steady according to your promise,
and never let iniquity have dominion over me.
134Redeem me from human oppression,
that I may keep your precepts.
135Make your face shine upon your servant,
and teach me your statutes.
136My eyes shed streams of tears
because your law is not kept.

SECOND READING ROMANS 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the
Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is
able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter.

he Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but

that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches
the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God. 22We know that all things work together for good for
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also
called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also
glorified. 3'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with
him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is
God who justifies. 3¢Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 33Who will separate
us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all
day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 3’No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, 3nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
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HoLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is
near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s
lives.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

esus put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 33He told them another parable:
“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that
he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the
good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels
will come out and separate the evil from the righteous °and throw them into the furnace
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. >1“Have you understood all
this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)

SERMON Pastor Craig
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HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision SLANE
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COMMISSIONING OF VBS STAFF

Today we give thanks for those who will be leading VBS and pray that God will bless and
empower them. We ask them to come forward and gather around the font.

PASTOR TO VBS TEACHERS AND HELPERS:

You have recognized God’s call in your lives.

Will you share with your students the light of Christ which shines in your life?

Will you endeavor to develop your gifts for teaching so as to continue to pass on the
Christian faith?

Will you be faithful to the task, taking seriously the commitment of time and talent?

Will you take seriously your role as learner, studying diligently the Scriptures and VBS
lessons for each day?

VBS TEACHERS AND HELPERS:

We have heard God’s call to teach and lead Vacation Bible School for our church.

We teach, reflecting the light of Christ so that all may see it and rejoice.

We teach, trusting in God’s support, sustaining grace and empowerment for this task.
We teach, relying on prayer and the presence of the Holy Spirit.

We teach, inviting others to recognize and respond to God’s call in their lives.

We teach, depending on our church family to uphold us in prayer, love and support.

PRAYER

Loving God, vou have entrusted us with the message of your power, grace, justice, and
love. We ask for your guidance, that we may be teachers and learners together. Believing
that you are in our midst, we set apart those who would serve in our Vacation Bible
School. May they serve yvou in nurturing the spiritual growth of all who are entrusted in
their care. Bless each one gathered here, enabling them to be channels of your grace. We
pray all these things through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

All say: Amen!

APOSTLE’S CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O God, you call your church to announce the gospel of reconciliation and truth both near
Almighty God, we pray for the church and all servants of the gospel. Equip rostered and
lay ministers to proclaim that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus. Today, we especially pray for SAM Chris Bass and our brothers and sisters in
Christ at Philadelphia Lutheran Church in Granite Falls, NC. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard the environment, clean
polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the tiny mustard seed, and send
advocates for sustainable practices. Hear us, O God.

Your merey is great.

Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who govern the ability to
discern between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and protect those facing
danger. Promote peace across the world and in our towns and neighborhoods. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing from war, shelter any
who are in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve, and heal the sick especially
those we name out loud and in the silence of our hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy God, we pray for this congregation, both those gathered today and those absent
from our assembly. Grant safety to travelers and refreshment and safety for children
attending summer camps or community programs. Give direction to any experiencing
life transitions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give thanks for your saints who now rest from their labors. Inspire us
by their witness to treasure the gospel, and continually nourish us with your grace. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all ereation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

(This can be done verbally with no physical contact, if desired)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
(Sit)

ANTHEM Awaken Me to Pray David Lantz, ITT

Awaken me to pray, O my Father, when the night is long, O my Lord.
Hear my earnest plea, God remember me. Awaken me to pray, O my Lord.

Awaken me to pray, O my Father, when I leave your side, O my Lord.
When my footsteps roam, bring me safely home, awaken me to pray, O my Lord.

Awaken me to pray, O my Lord, when the trials come, O my Lord,
Give me strength to stand, hold me by the hand, awaken me to pray, O my Lord.

OFFERING (Offering plates presented at the altar) (Stand)

OFFERING PRAYER
God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with
these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be
fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you desire to
receive Communion, please proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle. The ushers will
direct you. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake of wine,
white grape juice is available. Those who do not commune may come forward for a
blessing. After communing, please use the outside aisle to return to your seat. Communion

will be brought to persons in the pews who are unable to come forward to the altar. Please
advise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.

LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
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PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet
table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is
our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos

and speaks in the smallest seed

+ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN (Next Page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Allegro-Maestoso in B-flat Olive Russell Nelson

The Liturgy Has Ended,; The Service Begins!
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SENDING HYMN
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO BOX 634
CoNcORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE  T704.786.0166

WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................. Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF
Rev. Craig Saltzer, Interim Pastor
csaltzer@triad.rr.com
336-225-T889
Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sinc.net
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill“sinc.net

Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Musie
scottfop@gmail.com

Mike Holt, Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
tfh1990@yahoo.com

Kathryn Radeliffe, Nursery Coordinator

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Debbie Davis, President
Jon Miller, Vice Pres., Mutual Ministry
Chris Miller, Secretary, Social Ministry
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Chip Blackwelder, Property
Kim Haberman, Evangelism
Samantha Hillegass, Parish Fellowship
Elizabeth Hurley, Worship & Music
Beth Huss, Stewardship
Frank Irvin, Finance/Christian Ed
Pat McDonough, Youth
Wendell Overby, Property
Dee Pieschel, Social Ministry

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please ematl all in

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

30-Jul
30-Jul
30-Jul
31-Jul
31-Jul
31-Jul

Jay Cruse
Hudson Davis
Kyle Moran
Amy Clifton

Jo Ann Fowler
Allison Hinson
31-Jul Jill Irvin

31-Jul Derek Myers
01-Aug Hillary Pruette

02-Aug Maureen Hollmeyer

02-Aug Callie MacFarlane

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Lector/Intercessor:
Christine Ruff

Communion Assistant:
Ann Blackwelder

Acolyte/Crucifer:
Noah Pittard

Greeter:
Jean Beasley

Ushers: Dale Merrell,
Gretchen Walker, Robert
Dawvis, Lex Patterson,
Samantha Hillegass

Building Supervisor:
Chip and Ann Blackwelder

Videographer:
Ann Blackwelder

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and
Receipts for July 23, 2023
$5.428.34
($7,371.00 needed weekly)
Attendance 82

FLOWERS

The altar flowers today are
given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of

Norma Mosley by

her

family for her birthday on
August 7.

> > b > > e

PRAYER LIST
Philadelphia Lutheran
Church, Granite Falls, NC
Patsy Black
Tom Grady
Tom Ridenhour
Barbara Merrell
Pastor Craig Saltzer
Larry Brayboy, friend of
Nancy Faggart
Family of Donnie Miller,
brother-in-law of Doug

MecAnulty

CALENDAR THIS WEEK
Sunday, July 30

9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship

5:30 pm VBS

Monday, July 31
10:30 am Quilting Group
5:30 pm VBS

Tuesday, August 01
5:00 pm Executive Comm.
5:30 pm VBS
6:00 pm Property Comm.

Wednesday, August 02
7:00 pm Ladies Choir

Ensemble

Sunday, August 06

9:15 am Parish Choir

10:00 am Worship




