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President’s Message
Written by: Dawn Watts

President's report Jan 2023

As we step into the new year, Ohio Deaf Friends of the Library (ODFL) looks forward to collaborating with our new Board
members, which include two Library advisories Alison Ratcliff of London Public Library and Nancy Levin of Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public Library. We appreciate their dedication and commitment to volunteering their time to
work with our mission and vision for the next two years.

I want to express my sincere gratitude to our “Brother” Charles “Chuck” Williams who has been committed to our non-profit
organization, ODFL from the beginning until 2023. He, 92 years old, decided to step down from the Board, but he will
continue to attend our monthly board meetings. Additionally, I am forever grateful for all of our board members who have
donated their time to work with us from 2020 to 2023. With joy, I have seen each one of them expand their knowledge and
experience as they attended and participated in our bylaws meetings while updating our bylaws procedures. They will always
be in my heart and mind. I will never forget their service.

On December 28th, the new ODFL board members and I had an opportunity to meet and discuss our new ideas for this year
and 2025. For example, we want to continue to support a bill, a US House of Representative resolution by US
Congresswoman, Joyce Beatty for the National Deaf History Month, April 1 to 30. At the same time, here in Ohio, we will
continue to celebrate Ohio Deaf History Month from March 13 to April 15.

Also, Hands/Voices, a non-profit organization, and ODFL will sign a collaboration agreement for our 4th Annual Students’
Art Drawing Contest, which will be at the Columbus Art Museum. This is a huge historical event for us! We want the
children to have a good time socially during this event as they learn the rich art history. They will also demonstrate their
drawings after a brief lecture on Deaf culture and history. This will take place on Sunday, March 3rd from 10 am to 5 pm.

Dawn KWatts

Dawn K Watts
ODFL President

www.ocdclibrary.org
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Happy Martin Luther King Jr. Day!

I have decided to stick with love.

Hate is too great a burden to bear.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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ODFL Volunteer Appreciation
Writen by: Dawn Watts Edited by: Juanita Hall

ODFL Volunteer Appreciation certificates were mailed out to our board members. I wanted to thank each ODFL volunteer
who tirelessly committed their time and energy as a volunteer for the past three years from 2020 to 2023. Each one of you is
appreciated for your hard work.

Many thanks to the following:
● Lillian Arsea-Pokorny
● Debbie Brown
● Rick Burke
● Bev Cain
● Megan Anderson

Christian
● Chris Cooley
● Bob Donaldson-Pirc
● Regis Gilchrist
● Juanita Hall
● William Kerek
● Andrew Knox
● Lori Luk
● Tim McNutt
● Marsha Moore
● Deborah Ozanich
● Judy Patterson
● Angie Potosky
● Brad Race
● Allison Ratcliff
● Kimberly Savage
● Malia Schneck
● Christine Stepien
● Gail Teltser
● Martin Teltser
● Paul Wearing
● Chuck Williams
● Donna Williams * Please accept my apologies for any misspellings on the certificates.

THE DEAF READER PAGE 4



Vol. 1 January 2024

Medical Mutual Outstanding Senior Volunteer
Awards - Chuck Williams
Written by: Dawn Watts & Juanita Hall

We have exciting news that our ODFL board member, Charles “Chuck” Williams received the Medical Mutual Outstanding
Senior Volunteer Awards on October 26, 2023! For more than 30 years, Medical Mutual yearly gives this award to “spotlight
on some of the most impactful yet unsung heroes across Ohio” to “celebrate adults 60 years of age and older who selflessly
give of their time and talent to help the people and communities around them” (2023 Outstanding Senior Volunteer Awards,
2024). Chuck was recognized for his selfless hard work in fighting for the Deaf’s civil rights, such as implementing ASL
interpreters in Cleveland Hospital. He also helped the Deaf Black people fight for their rights in the courthouse.

Congratulations Chuck!

Reference

2023 Outstanding Senior Volunteer Awards. (2024). Medical Mutual. Retrieved from
https://www.medmutual.com/About-Medical-Mutual/Outstanding-Senior-Volunteer-Awards.aspx
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Job Postings

Columbus Speech & Hearing Center
SSP/CN Part-time job positions in the Statewide of Ohio

https://columbusspeech.org/what-is-the-ssp-statewide-pilot-program/

There are still more SSP job positions in the statewide of Ohio for 10 DeafBlind people. It will be 16 hours per
month for a DeafBlind person.

Dawn Watts will give training on how to work with DeafBlind people.

Please contact Dawn K Watts, Ohio Statewide SSP Coordinator at dwatts@columbusspeech.org or Julie Felts,
Program Manager at 614-261-5429

More news from the Columbus Speech & Hearing Center

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/in%3Atrash+columbus+spee/FMfcgzGwJckHGRfHpGsDpGlWWCXvjd
nC
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Please register online if you can. Here is a link to the registration:

https://events.heightslibrary.org/event/11757253
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Gallaudet University Football Helmet
Written by: Dawn Watts

https://caplinnews.fiu.edu/gallaudet-university-deaf-foot-players-helmet/

After Gallaudet Homecoming weekend, Art Roehrig met Harry
Knight during his Southwest flight to Columbus, Ohio from
Washington, DC. Harry is a former pro football quarterback for the
Oakland Raiders. Harry Knight met a Deaf lady at the same flight
where he learned about Art. Deaf lady explained to him that he
used to play football for Gallaudet University. She also told him
about Gallaudet’s helmet for their Deaf quarterback that allows
real-time communication through the helmet. This helmet is the
first prototype developed by AT&T. Landed on Columbus, he met
Art. Harry and Art were thrilled to meet each other and have been
communicating with each other by email since their meeting. Art
told Harry that he loves Green Bay!
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Columbus Art Museum

“Community Day for 2024” on Sunday, January 14th from 10 am to 5 pm. Hands/Voice sponsors
will provide ASL interpreters.

On March 3rd, Hands/Voices and Ohio Deaf Friends of the
Library will have a special event, 4th Annual Students’ Art
Drawing Contest at the Columbus Art Museum.

More announcements will be posted on Facebook: Ohio
Deaf Friends of the Library.
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Ohio Deaf History Month’s 6th Anniversary:
March 13 to April 15, 2024

There will be an exhibit for the Ohio Deaf History Month near next to the Governor’s office at the Ohio

Statehouse. We will have an exhibit to educate the people and the visitors to learn more about Deaf Culture and

History.

Any questions, please let us know at dabohio1960@gmail.com.

Co-Chairpersons Debbie Brown and Danny Lucero

Image Source: Google Images
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National Association of Interpreters in Education
(NAIE)

Ohio Ambassador needed!

Colleen Ticherich of NAIE State Ambassador Ohio

She is looking for a working educational interpreter

living/working in Ohio who is interested in becoming

the next State ambassador for NAIE! If you are

interested, please reply to her at ohio@naiedu.org,

and she can chat with you and will connect you to the

application process!
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Center for Black Deaf Studies
Please join us in giving to the Charles V. Williams
Scholarship Fund, which provides financial support for
tuition scholarships for Black deaf or Hard of Hearing
students seeking a degree from Gallaudet University. The
first preference for awarding of the scholarship shall be
given to Black Deaf Students from Ohio.

https://gallaudet.edu/development/fund/charles-v-williams-scholarship-fund/

Photo: Chuck V. Williams with his daughter and son-in-law

THE DEAF READER PAGE 16

https://gallaudet.edu/development/fund/charles-v-williams-scholarship-fund/


Vol. 1 January 2024

Albuquerque, New Mexico: New Apartment for
Deaf Community

https://www.krqe.com/news/albuquerque-metro/new-apartment
-complex-designed-for-deaf-community-now-open-in-albuquer
que/
A new apartment complex opened its doors for the first time
this week with a mission to help those who are Deaf,
DeafBlind, or Hard of Hearing find a home that meets their
needs. It’s a new affordable housing option located off of
Central Ave., called the PAH! Hiland Plaza and was built to
offer low-cost, income-based housing.

https://www.pahhiland.com/
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Lenora Culpher
Written by: Dawn Watts and Juanita Hall

ODFL expressed their gratitude

for the recent $1,300 donation for

Lenora Culpher’s gravestone.

Lenora was the first Black

DeafBlind/Native American who

graduated from the Ohio School

for the Deaf in 1919.

Lenora Culpher was Brent Bostelman’s

godmother. Last summer, 2023, he

donated the photos and other personal

memorabilia from Lenora to Gallaudet’s

Archives.

THE DEAF READER PAGE 18



Vol. 1 January 2024

William “Dummy” Hoy
Written by: Dawn Watts

Steve Sandy will go to Coopertown, New

York to the Hall of Fame. He is still hoping

for William “Dummy” Hoy’s name to be

listed in the Hall of Fame Player in the near

future. Baseball Hall of Fame players must

be named on 75% of the ballots to earn a

spot in sports' most famous museum, and

those who reach the threshold will join

manager Jim Leyland for July's induction

ceremony in Cooperstown, New York. The

2024 ballot features 14 holdovers and 12

first-timers, who all last played in 2018.

Hopefully, William "Dummy" Hoy will be

on the list of Baseball Hall of Fame Player,

again. The vote will be on Dec 3, 2024.

Then final selecting will be on July 27, 2025.

Good Luck, Steve Sandy.
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Keivonn Montreal Woodard | Primetime Emmy Award
Nomination for Outstanding Guest Actor!
Keivon Montreal Woodard Gallaudet University

Here is some exciting news from Gallaudet Universty (Weinstock, 2024) as written by Robert Weinstock,

Last summer, Kendall Demonstration Elementary School student Keivonn Montreal Woodard was
nominated for the Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Guest Actor in a Drama Series for his
performance as Sam in the HBO drama series The Last of Us. The Emmy Awards will be held on Monday,
January 15, but some of the awards have already been announced. Keivonn did not win, but his castmate,
Nick Offerman, who played the role of Bill, did. Keivonn is also a very good ice hockey player, and
recently had the opportunity to meet Washington Capitals players, including Alex Ovechkin, at the
Capitals’ training facility in Arlington, Virginia. Congratulations to Keivonn!

Reference

Weinstock, R. (2024, January 11). Keivonn Woodard: Film star, Emmy nominee, aspiring hockey player. Gallaudet
University.https://gallaudet.edu/university-communications/keivonn-woodard-film-star-emmy-nominee-aspiring-hockey-play
er/?utm_campaign=Hi5&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=289777341&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_f7SxAyZvlNkslG8My72UNOUubaY
xe-8K8VOZBrC0vlI2kNX6JXUt99YltZ88OABfg2YDjEkrTzQfyluehoxF52mNq1Q&utm_content=289777341&utm_source

=hs_email
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ODFL Board meeting on the April 18, 2024,

by Zoom link meeting, find it in the website

Minutes meeting on the website: www.OCDC.library.org

If you have any issues regarding this newsletter, please contact the Director,
Editor, or Co-Editor at Thedeafreader@gmail.com
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