3/24/2018

Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Laguna Beach,

I am a supporter of Citizens of No Plane Noise in South Orange County (CNPN) and I hereby request that the City of Laguna Beach participate with CNPN in a mini coalition to resolve our concerns about jet noise and pollution in South OC.

Despite the Settlement agreement signed by the OC Board of Supervisors, the noise and pollution impacts from the FAA NextGEN project continues to cause unacceptable jet noise and pollution in South Orange County that needs to be addressed in the manner set forth in the Petition signed by over 825people (so far) in South OC.

The proposed mini coalition will be comprised of representatives of CNPN, Aliso Viejo, Dana Point, Laguna Beach, Laguna Niguel, San Juan Capistrano and the County.  This coalition can be disbanded after the issue is resolved.

I also request that the City of Laguna Beach pass the enclosed Resolution demanding immediate action from the Board of Supervisors to implement the recommendations set forth in the March 2018 Petition of the Citizens of No Plane Noise in South Orange County.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely

________________
Your Name
Resident of Laguna Beach



RESOLUTION NO. 2018 - ______

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA BEACH, CALIFORNIA, SUPPORTING THE MARCH, 2018, PETITION FROM THE CITIZENS OF NO PLANE NOISE IN SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY TO THE ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISIORS TO MITIGATE THE NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF AIR FLIGHTS FROM JOHN WAYNE AIRPORT OVER LAGUNA BEACH

WHEREAS, Laguna Beach residents experience commercial and general aviation overflights from departures from John Wayne Airport; and 

	 WHEREAS, as a result of the FAA’s Metroplex/NextGEN project of 2017, the jet noise and number of flights from John Wayne airport are such that they currently impact the community’s right to a peaceful and quiet environment; and

WHEREAS, the City hosted a regional community forum with Orange County Supervisors Lisa Bartlett and Todd Spitzer along with John Wayne Airport staff on May 15, 2017, to answer questions regarding the Metroplex Project and impacts on the community; and

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, the 400 community workshop attendees were comprised of City of Laguna Niguel and Laguna Beach City Council members, Laguna Niguel and Laguna Beach residents, residents of surrounding communities, and other public officials including Orange County Supervisor Todd Spitzer and Congressional Representative, the Honorable Dana Rohrabacher; and

WHEREAS, the Supervisors led the public to believe that actions would take place that would address the public’s concerns, including positive action from the County’s lawsuit against the FAA regarding the NextGEN project’s faulty Environmental Assessment, but this did not occur; and

WHEREAS, in January, 2018, the Orange County Board of Supervisors settled their lawsuit against the FAA and the settlement agreement failed to address the public’s concerns about noise from the planes in South Orange County from John Wayne Airport; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has already implemented the Metroplex/NextGen Project and the settlement agreement essentially endorses the NextGEN’s operational changes despite community concerns; and

WHEREAS, the implemented changes have exacerbated the airplane noise experienced by the Laguna Beach community; and

WHEREAS, the overflight issue is a regional issue; and

WHEREAS, the County of Orange is an airport proprietor and owns and operates the John Wayne Airport for a substantial profit and has certain responsibilities under common law as a profitable landlord to not allow their tenants to hinder the surrounding neighbors’ right to peaceful enjoyment from any public nuisances such as pollution and noise of the planes departing from or arriving to the John Wayne Airport; and 

WHEREAS, numerous residents have reached out to the City with complaints regarding airplane noise over their homes; and

WHEREAS, according the FAA regulations, airport proprietors must minimize their noise liability; therefore state and local governments, acting as airport proprietors, have authority to adopt reasonable nondiscriminatory restrictions on access that do not impose on undue burden on interstate commerce; and

WHEREAS, the County of Orange has adopted a General Aviation Ordinance Noise Ordinance 2-30-1 in order to restrict aircraft noise generated by planes using the airport but this ordinance is limited to only the areas immediately adjacent to the John Wayne airport; 

WHEREAS, the City has met with representatives from Citizens for No Plane Noise of South Orange County; and

	 WHEREAS, Citizens for No Plane Noise of South Orange County has been collecting signatures on a Petition to the Orange County Board of Supervisors and have so far received over 730 signatures requesting certain actions be taken by the Supervisors to address the community’s concerns.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Laguna Beach as follows:

1.  The City Council finds the noise of overflights unacceptable.

2. The City Council objects to the practice of a “concentration” of flights along a tight flight track at a low altitude on departures from John Wayne Airport causing excessive noise that impacts Laguna Niguel, Aliso Viejo, Dana Point, San Juan Capistrano and South Laguna Beach.

3.   The City Council objects to the implementation of the NextGEN project without a meaningful dialogue with the FAA about the impacts on the community.

4. The City Council expresses concern regarding the noise impacts of overflights have on the Aliso Viejo community.

   The City Council finds it is in the best interest of the community to support the Petition of March 2018 proposed by Citizens for No Plane Noise of South Orange County designed to reduce airplane overflight impacts to the residents of South Orange County.

6. The City Council expressly supports the following actions be taken by the Orange County Board of Supervisors:
Address the adverse effects upon South OC that their non-action has created by whatever means necessary.
Expand noise limits under Ordinance 2-1-30 into South OC under the new flight path.
Request that the planes fly farther out over the ocean to gain altitude before turning back to cross-land.
Request that all planes fly much higher and cross-land at a minimum of 18,000 ft. to minimize the noise impact in South OC.  

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED


_____________________________________
                          Mayor


            ATTEST:



_____________________________________
City Clerk


EXHIBIT A

MARCH, 2018, PETITION FROM THE CITIZENS OF NO PLANE NOISE IN SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY 

STOP THE PLANE NOISE FROM JOHN WAYNE AIRPORT  
Petition to the  
 Orange County California Board of Supervisors 
 
For over two years residents of Laguna Beach, Laguna Niguel, Dana Point, San Juan Capistrano and Aliso Viejo have been under siege from low flying aircraft from John Wayne Airport, owned and operated by the County of Orange.  These planes are flying a targeted and narrow flight path that has created non-stop noise, a public nuisance and destroyed residents’ quiet enjoyment of their homes.  This has created stress, physical and emotional illness, significant pollution and a loss of property values.  Since this new flight path was implemented in March 2017 it has worsened significantly. 
 
South Orange County residents appealed to the Orange County Board of Supervisors for relief from the noise.  The Board of Supervisors advised us they would address the issue.  In November 2016, they joined with Newport Beach to sue the FAA to do an environmental impact study.  When we asked for updates we were told the Supervisors couldn’t discuss it until the lawsuit was over.  The lawsuit was settled in January 2018. This settlement did NOTHING to address South County residents’ concerns.  In fact, this settlement formalized the flight path that has been causing all the noise, pollution and health/safety issues in our area.  We, the residents of South Orange County were not represented and our best interests were entirely ignored by our Supervisors. 
 
We are requesting that the Supervisors: 
Address the adverse effects upon South OC that their non-action has created by whatever means necessary. 
2.	 Expand noise limits under Ordinance 2-1-30 into South OC under the new flight path. 
3.	Request that the planes fly farther out over the ocean to gain altitude before turning back to cross-land.
4.	 Request that all planes fly much higher and cross-land at a minimum of 18,000 ft. to minimize the noise impact in South OC.  

Flying farther out over the ocean and crossing land at a higher altitude is what we were told was the solution at a May 2017 meeting by one of the Supervisors and that they would work for that solution.  This did not occur. 

 If you have been adversely impacted by the Supervisor’s inaction on our behalf in South Orange County, please sign the petition and let your voice be heard.  Our interests have been ignored and we bear the brunt of this egregious flight path change. 

Citizens for No Plane Noise	NoPlaneNoise.us    Facebook.com/Citizens-for-no-plane-noise-oc


EXHIBIT B

NOISE AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AREA OF CONCERN IN SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY FROM JOHN WAYNE AIRPORT OVER FLIGHTS
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