
Show Me The Bugs!

Jerry McGuire 
Pest Control LLC

1075 West Creek Rd. 
Rochester Mills

724-417-5370 
412-862-7422

jerrymcguire37@gmail.com
jerrymcguirepestcontrol.com

Lic.# BU13377

11 am to 9 pm daily, closed WednesdaysJoe’sJoe’s
DRIVE IN

WE’RE OPEN FOR THE SEASON!
HOT DOGS, CHEESEBURGERS, FRIES,  

ICE CREAM, AND SO MUCH MORE! 
DINE-IN OR  
TAKE OUT

Bottom of Indiana Hill, Punx’y • 814-938-5760 
SERVING YOUR FAVORITE ICE CREAM TREATS TIL 9PM 

NOW HIRING: Call Joe at 814-541-9684 to set up an interviewjoesdrivein.com
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On the cover: Marlene Lellock and Robert  
Cardamone are Punxsutawney's 2024 Woman 

and Man of the Year, Jael Miller learns life  
lessons on the wrestling mat, and Big Run's 

peeper mascot Gina Welsh will welcome  
banquet goers at the Big Run War Memorial 

building. (photo of Gina by Gloria Kerr;  
all others submitted)  

‘Punxsutawney Hometown’ magazine 
 © Copyright 2024 — All Rights Reserved.  

Schedule your advertising in our next  
edition! We reach 100% of the local and  

area homes and businesses!  
- Concentrated Circulation - 

 8,100+ copies of Punxsutawney Home-
town magazine are direct-mailed to 
homes in Punxsutawney and surround-
ing towns and areas, giving our advertis-
ers nearly 100% coverage . . . we deliver 
to every home and business! (As always 
— our circulation is verified — mailing 
and printing statements available.)

Punxsutawney  
Proud, Boosting  
our Hometown!

We are the only  
Punxsutawney-owned media! 

 

All material submitted becomes the property  
of Punxsutawney Hometown magazine. 

Mary Roberts......................(814) 952-3668 
Tracey Young......................(814) 938-9084 
hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com 

Mailing address: 
129 Aspen Rd., Punxsutawney, PA  15767  
Copies of Punxsutawney Hometown magazine 
are available at the Punxsutawney Chamber of 

Commerce, downtown or our newsstand in  
the parking lot of the BP Railroad Building,  

N. Penn St., Punxsutawney. 

Yearly Subscriptions: $39 — First Class Mail 
www.punxsutawneymagazine.com

H&H 
Supply, Inc.

814-938-4489
Rt. 36, Punx’y
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Mary L. Roberts  
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Tracey Young  
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Dr. Gloria Kerr 
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100 West Main St., Big Run (@ the Blinker Light)

Check Facebook for Friday Specials 
Pick up for Friday Dinners 4:30-6:30pm 

 

(814) 952-5914

Catering and  
Friday Night Dinner Specials

he Big Run Peeper Committee is busy 
preparing for the 30th annual Spring 
Peeper Banquet to be held at the Big 

Run War Memorial on Sunday, March 17, 
2024. The public is welcome to attend and 
help celebrate spring’s arrival. Tickets are 
available from committee members as well as 
at Reagle’s Notary in Big Run and Biggie’s 
Quality Meats at 6036 US Route 119. 
Attendees can expect an enjoyable time with 

good food served by Shannon’s Catering, door 
prizes, a short program, and music performed 
by the Canoe Ridge Band. Following a social 
hour at 5 p.m., the banquet will be served at 6 
p.m. Adult tickets cost $20, tickets for children 
under 12 are $7, and children under 5 are free. 
No tickets will be sold at the door. 

History of the Peeper Banquet 
The word “peepers” is a folk name for frogs 

whose high-pitched chirping call in and near 
their watery or swampy breeding sites marks 
the beginning of spring. According to the 
Peeper Committee’s last banquet program, 
“The observance of the phenomenon of the 
Big Run peeper frogs first was celebrated in 
the 1920s by a friendly guessing game among 
customers of the local barbershops and then 
in the community. Individuals would write 
down their guess as to when the first sounding 
of the peepers would be heard. Whether or not 
prizes were awarded is, at present, unknown.” 
Sometime in the 1980s, Big Run resident 

John London (1932-2012) resurrected the 
spring peeper observance. He began publiciz-
ing the results of his annual treks to the edge 

By Gloria Kerr 
for Hometown magazine

T
of wetlands on the west side of 
Big Run to report the date on 
which he first heard the spring 
peepers chirping.  
Townspeople, always eager for 

winter to be over and fun-loving 
to boot, embraced his yearly re-
ports and looked forward to 
them. Collaborating with other 
community-minded members, 
London was instrumental in or-
ganizing a Peeper Committee to 
sponsor the first Peeper Banquet 
in 1994. According to Big Run 
mayor Joe Buterbaugh and his 
wife, Rose, the purpose of the 
banquet is twofold: “to get over 
the winter doldrums” and to spark 
“community camaraderie.” 

The original Peeper Committee 
members were Cathy Sones, 
president; Sara Fox, vice presi-
dent; Laura Lynn Yohe, secretary; 
and John London, treasurer; 
along with members Elmer 
LeRoy McElwain, Joseph Buter-
baugh, Emma Wingert, and Dee 
Hollis. The group formalized its 
organization in January 1995 
with an address at PO Box 431, 
Big Run, PA 15715. An annual 
banquet has been held since 
1994. 
The Peeper Committee Now 
Currently serving on the Peeper 

Committee are Joe and Rose 
Buterbaugh, Josephine “Josie” 
and Chuck McElwain, Gina 

Welsh, who wears the peeper mas-
cot costume, and Scott and Chris-
tine Fox, all community-minded 

citizens. According to Buterbaugh, Josie 
McElwain is the backbone of the current 
group. She sets the menu, gathers and buys 
door prizes, and keeps track of ticket sales. 
Her husband, Chuck, a member of the Big 
Run Area Volunteer Fire Company, handles 
the money. To advertise the March 17th ban-
quet, Scott Fox hung a large banner at the War 
Memorial building on February 4. Scott’s 
wife, Christine, was honored as the Big Run 
Citizen of the Year at last year’s banquet. 
Meanwhile, Rose Buterbaugh has been busy 
making posters to distribute in Big Run, 
Sykesville, Punxsutawney, and surrounding 
small communities. 

Peeper Banquet Program 
Long-time Big Run mayor Joe Buterbaugh 

has emceed the banquet program since the 
first one in 1994. One of his duties is reading 
the proclamation that Big Run’s spring peep-

- Continued on page 9

The Peeper Banquet Committee: (seated, l. to r.) Christine Fox and 
peeper mascot Gina Welsh, Josie McElwain; (standing, l. to r.) Scott 
Fox and Big Run mayor Joe Buterbaugh. (photo by Gloria Kerr)

ers have begun chirping, thus heralding the ar-
rival of spring. 
Buterbaugh also welcomes banquet guests, 

including many members of Jefferson County 
political offices, from county commissioners 
to the Brookville courthouse row offices. 
Many of these contribute to the evening’s 
wealth of door prizes to support this commu-

Big Run’s 2024 Spring Peeper Banquet

Recipients of Big Run  
Citizen(s) of the Year Award 

 1994: John Cherpesh, John London, 
 Emma Wingert 

1995: Big Run’s WW II Veterans of 
VFW Post 9044 

1996: Cordray ‘Cork’ Wilson,  
Charles ‘Chuck’ Fox 

1997: Robert ‘BoBo’ Davis 
1998: Ralph Hoover 
1999: Clyde ‘Gene’ McKee 
2000: Big Run Area Volunteer  

Fire Company 
2001: Rev. Gerald Holmes 
2002: Joseph Buterbaugh 
2003: Sara D. Fox 
2004: Helen Yount 
2005: Rose Buterbaugh, Pauline Gray 
2006: Bob Wingert, Sr. & Faye Weber 
2007: Rev. Marjorie Doriani, John Niver 
2008: Josie & Chuck McElwain 
2009: Brenda Shumaker 
2010: Bob Schaffer 
2011: Velma Bowser 
2012: Robin McKee 
2013: In Memory of John London 
2014: In Memory of Chuck & Sara Fox 
2015: Gina Welsh (Frog Lady) 
2016: ‘Sham’ Hollopeter 
2017: Kirby Kendall 
2018: Jim Casaday (Standard Pennant) 
2019: Bob (Norm) Weaver 
2020: Eugene Yeager &  

Yeager Sanitation 
2021: COVID pandemic, no banquet 
2022: Wayne McKee 
2023: Christine Fox

The peeper mascot Gina Welsh and Big Run volunteer fire-
fighter Chuck McElwain listen for the first spring peepers 
chirping in the wetlands behind the Big Run Volunteer Fire 
Company’s event center on Thompson Street in Big Run. 
(photo by Gloria Kerr) 

814-938-6768

PUNX’Y  
TREE SERVICE

FULLY INSURED
104 Dunlap Ave. 
Punxsutawney

& STUMP REMOVAL 
TRIMMING & REMOVAL

Chamber of  
Commerce member
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Mon.-Fri. 8-5 
Sat. 8:30-3

814-583-7859

1970 Point Ave.  
TROUTVILLE

Bulk Foods, Herbs,  
Fabrics, Kitchenware,  

Toys, Ice Skates, Puzzles 
Gifts & More! 

Walker 
Family Dentistry

814-938-8554   or 814-938-5800

203 CLEARFIELD AVE., PUNX’Y 

ronald j. walker III, DMD 

jordan walker, DMD 

SEPTIC  
SERVICE 

LLC

SEPTIC  
SERVICE 

LLCKen’sKen’s

OFFICE: 814.618.5669 
CELL: 814.952.4894

• Septic Tank Service • Portable Sinks  
   & Restrooms • RV Holding  
   Tanks Serviced

590 Spruce Alley

Something to Smile About

814-249-7200 

Hello, Punxsutawney!

Alan and Mellissa Rupp, owners
25 years in the business, 

You will not find more 
reliable service! 

CHANGE A LIFE IN 2024!
BECOME  

A  
FOSTER 
PARENT!

DuBois (814) 375-1314 
Punxsutawney (814) 938-4408

FOSTER CARE  
& ADOPTIONS

www.LifeSpanFamilyServices.com

Prompt,  
Professional 

Support.

Stop by one of these  
locations to learn  

how you can make a  
difference in a child’s life.

ecently, our beautiful dog, Alfredo, 
passed away. We thought he was 
sleeping, but we couldn’t wake him 

up. He died right where he loved every-
thing. Right by my 
chair where he al-
ways rested, near his 
food bowl, near the 
kitchen with all kinds 
of good treats, and 
near his sister, who 
was right beside him 
as he probably 

snoozed as he crossed the Rainbow Bridge. 
And as I cried for days, I asked myself, 
“How could a 20-pound furball take up so 
much space in my home and in my heart?” 

I wondered why I felt his passing so 
deeply, and I felt like my whole heart 
broke in half. To those of you who ever 
grieved over your pet, I think you will un-
derstand.  
We got him about 14 years 

ago, after our former wiener 
dog, Auggie, passed. We 
loved her so much and 
when she died on a Friday 
evening, we cried non-stop. 
Two days later, my husband 
and I couldn’t take the pain 
anymore, and we drove to a 
breeder in Ohio. There, I 
picked out my girl, Lillie. 
She was black and tan – just 
like Auggie. I stopped cry-
ing for a while that day, and 
held her as she rested her 
furry, little black head on 
my chest. 
Then, Phil called me over 

to this little pen that sat on a 
table. “Mary,” he shouted 
from across the room, “you 
gotta see this dog.” 
I was dead set on buying Lillie (the runt 

of the litter), but nevertheless, I walked 
over and figured that I would take a peek. 
And there he was – Alfredo. A little, red-
dish-brown, 4-pound long-haired doxie 
with a face that would melt your heart into 
butter. He was truly the most beautiful dog 
I thought I had ever seen. His tail wagged 
when he saw me that day, and it never 
stopped wagging for 14 years. 
So, we brought them both home with us – 

two puppies. It was a long car ride and an 
equally memorable journey because they 
vomited the whole way home. 

By Mary Ellen Pollock-Raneri 
for Hometown magazine

R
I remember pulling over by a place where 

the road crew stored salt and other equip-
ment. A State policeman also pulled behind 
us, and we wondered what we had done 
wrong. He approached the car and asked if 
we had a problem. 
 My husband answered, “We have two 

puppies we just bought, and they are vom-
iting everywhere.” 
The policeman kind of smiled, backed up, 

and said, “Good luck and see you later!” 
Leaving was a wise move on his part. 
It sure was one heck of a ride home. Did-

n’t matter! We loved them both, and those 
two dogs brought us the gift of peace and 
joy and love again. We would never forget 
or stop loving our little Auggie (to this day, 
we still get tears in our eyes when we think 
of her); however, these two furry friends 

seemed to soften the grief and mend the 
broken windows in our hearts. I truly 
believe that sometimes God sends you 
gifts from Heaven, and these two little 
guys were our presents that day. 
We didn’t have any more time to 

grieve when those two fur-puppies en-
tered our home. The “wrassling” 
matches went on for most of the day be-
tween the two of them. For some rea-
son, little, but feisty, Lilly used to 
thump her brother pretty well when 
they played tackle. Then again, Alfredo 
chewed almost every stick of furniture 
in the whole house. I swear that he must 
have been a chewing magician – we 

never saw him do it except on a couple of 
brief occasions. Not only did Alfredo 

chew wood, but he also had a penchant for 
fabric. For instance, he (and his accom-
plice, sister Lilly) chewed a hole in the bot-
tom of the couch – crawling up through the 

hole and claiming the springs and inside of 
the sofa as their “clubhouse.” I remember 
hearing scratching and thought it was 
UNDER the couch. Nope. Inside. Al-
fredo’s head popped out just like the ar-
cade game, “Whack-A-Mole.” 
My mother loved and protected them and 

simply got material and sewed a whole 
new bottom on our couch. Every day, good 
ol’ Mom also “unintentionally” dropped 
pieces of her sandwich and the pupperz 
magically found them. She always made 
sure they got their dinner promptly at 5 
p.m. and their water bowl was pristine and 

Our 20-Pound Gift

Alfredo, our beloved pet, always looking dapper! 
(submitted photo)

Lilly (black) and Alfredo (brown) supervise all the goings-on in the 
garage in the summertime. (submitted photo)

- Continued on page 6

EAT IN • TAKE OUT 
FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY 
814-938-6540 ext. 2227

March 1-22 
4-7 p.m.

Every Friday during

$16 Dinner: includes Baked  
Haddock or Deep Fried Cod, 2 sides 

plus coleslaw and dessert 
$6 Kids Menu: Fish sticks and fries 

Add a bowl of soup for $4  
(chowder or tomato bisque) 

under 5 eat free

FISH DINNERSLent
  

SSCD Auditorium  
Sponsored by Catholic Daughters  

314 N. Findley St., Punx’y

located at 1538 Young Road, Punx’y 
Call or Text Rich Brown at 814-591-0819 for inquiries or questions

814.938.2100
www.rdbrownmemorials.com

PPeeaacceeffuull  PPeettss  CCrreemmaattiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess

Est. 1988
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Friday, March 15th AT 7:30 pm 
Saturday, March 16th AT 7:30 pm

 
Tickets at door: 

Adults $10    Seniors $9     
Students (5-17)  $5

at the Presbyterian Church  
of Punxsutawney 

106 E. Union St., Punxsutawney

"Do Not Go Gentle."    Comedy/DramA     by Suzan Zeder  

Produced by special  
arrangement with 

The Dramatic Publishing 
Company of Woodstock, IL

210 W. Mahoning St., Punxsutawney, PA

- LIFE INSURANCE -  
- MEDICARE - 

- Annuities -

#SFSPUNXSY

“Planning for tomorrow TODAY”

MAX FAIRMAN 
Licensed Agent 
814-952-3174 www.retirewithsuccessfs.com

Dr. Nathan C. 
STEBBINS

Caring for the EYES of your family
Mon. 8-6 • Tues. 8-5:30 • Wed. 8-7:30 

Thur. 8-2 • Fri 8-5 • Sat. by Appt.

200 S. Findley St. 
 Downtown Punxsutawney

• Contact Specialist • Ocular Disease  
• Developmental Vision • Emergencies 
• Diabetic Eye Care • Infant Eye Care  
• Pediatrics • Special Needs Patients  Full Service Optical &  

Complete Line of Contact Lens 
Options for the Enitre Family

MOST INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED 938-5920

Continued from page 4
Our 20-Pound Gift

filled to the brim. Oh – and I remember 
when she “accidentally” dropped about a 
half a chicken breast (no bones, thankfully) 
on the floor. I never knew who to scold, so 
I just sighed and gave up. 
Yes, Alfredo was always right there by 

both of us – mysteriously appearing from 
his slumber as soon as he heard a bag rat-
tle or a cheese wrapper crinkle. He was at 

the fridge waiting for his raw carrot snack, 
by the stove, in the bathroom, by the sink, 
near the table, in my chair – just every-
where. I remembered all the times I had to 
walk around him in my path. Yes, my little 
golden boy was always near my feet in the 
kitchen – no matter where I was and what 
I did. I mumbled, “Excuse me, Alfredo,” 
about 100 times a day as I tried to get past 
him. 
Then, suddenly, both our dogs were 14 

years old. I truly don’t know where the 
time flew and hid. One day, they weighed 
4 pounds and then 14. The pieces of their 
lives flickered in my brain like those im-
ages from an old slide projector. When I 
found our little boy on the floor that fate-
ful day, I couldn’t stop thinking about him 
splashing in his little plastic pool, or him 
tearing open packages on Christmas morn-
ing. I pictured him lying in the sun on the 
wooden planks of the porch or snoozing by 
the patio door in the morning light. I re-
membered the way his thick fur felt on his 
neck, and how I played with this little 
spike of hair that stuck out on the top of his 
head. I could still smell the corn chip odor 
of his toes and the funky breath he had in 
the morning. I recalled his funny little 
loppy gait when he ran for a carrot snack. 
And I will never forget that little grin he 
had when I put on a funny hat or danced 
with him in the kitchen, his tail wagging 
like a big dust mop. I must admit that I 
cried my eyes out for days and days and 
tried to figure out why it felt like someone 
broke every window in my heart. 
Our dog was always happy to see us 

when we entered the room. While some 

humans may “ghost” you or not take your 
calls or ignore your texts – my dog was 
thrilled every time I called his name. He 
sat with me even when my hair was dirty, 
or I wore old clothing that was out of style, 
or when I wore this goofy Elmer Fudd hat 
in the winter. He pushed open the bath-
room door with his nose, and was the only 
creature allowed in my inner sanctum. He 
loved me even if I didn’t brush my teeth, 
and he seemed to love me more if I was 
crying or sad. Even if I was frustrated with 

him creeping around 
underfoot when I 
baked or tried to 
sneak food out of the 
fridge – my dog still 
mustered up a good 
tail wag and looked at 
me with a profound 
love – I could never 
ask for more. 
So now I know – I 

know why my heart 
feels like it is break-
ing. It’s because we 
loved each other so 
much. It’s because we 
did most everything 
together. Every day. It 
was love in the purest 
and simplest form. 
That’s what many of 
us experience with a 
pet. Love and com-
panionship. No 
strings attached. They 
never hurt our feel-
ings or never betray 
us. There is nothing 
complicated. No lies 

or deceit. Nothing fake 
or false. They rely totally on us, and we 
take care of them. In return, they are the 
one creature who loves us unconditionally 
and forever and ever, until they cross the 
Bridge to their next life. 
I think today’s society tends to avoid pain 

and grief, if they can – they encourage 
folks to “shake it off.” Some folks might 
think, “It’s just a dog.” Some might en-
courage us to get a new dog while others 
advise us to never get a dog – it’s too in-
convenient for a busy lifestyle. About four 
days after our dog passed, we had one 
friend who asked us if we were finding 
some “normalcy” yet. The answer is, 
“No.” Nothing is normal. Nothing is like it 
should be, and it probably won’t be for a 
while. Please excuse our grief, but we are 
not sorry to show it or talk about it. See, 
love is love, and a broken heart is a broken 
heart. 
These days, we are grateful that we still 

have lovely Lilly, our other dog. She cud-
dles us both, and we cry together as we 
both wander from room to room. Some-
times, my husband sits and stares at the 
spot where our beloved companion had his 
last nap, and I see a tear roll down his 
cheek. I wonder if Lilly knows why we are 
all so sad. Yes. We will need time to re-
member and reflect on the life of our 
beloved Alfredo, our gift, who brought us 
boundless joy and love for many years. 
May he enjoy his carrot snacks, peanut 
butter treats, snoozes in the morning sun, 
and splotches of cookie dough by the Rain-
bow Bridge. We will always love him. Till 
we meet again. 

• • •

Alfredo and Lilly inspire my writing! (submitted photo)
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938-711031 Universal Dr., Punx’y

Auto • Home 
Business • Life

Jacque Perry

www.jacqueperry.com

JACQUE PERRY  
           INSURANCE

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

We provide smart, easy insurance solutions that 
help you stay focused on what matters most.

• FRESH MEATS 
• DELICIOUS  
   BAKERY ITEMS 
• FRESH PRODUCE 
• AMAZING  SERVICE

We’ll even help  
you to the car!

53 Taylor St., Brookville 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Mon.-Sat. 8 am - 8 pm 
Sunday 8 am - 7 pm 
849-8395  

www.hometownmarket.biz

Quality Products at  
everyday low prices

Hometown Market  
Gift Cards are great 

for any occasion!

B&H 
TIRE SERVICE
3959 River Rd., Worthville
(Take Rt. 36 North to Coolspring, turn 
first left on Worthville-Coolspring Rd.)

ALL BRAND 
TIRES

NEW • PASSENGER • FARM • TRUCK

Auto Repair, Tire Accessories, Batteries, Balancing, 
Shocks, Brake Linings, Exhaust, Oil Change,  

State Inspection, Four Wheel Alignment

849-5460

UPS ship & drop off service 

Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to noon

QUALITY & EXCELLENCE SINCE 1970

Thurs. - Fri. 
Noon to 8 pm, 

Sat. 10 am to 6 pm, 
Sun. Noon to 5 pm

LLC
New Line of Ariat, Carolina & Double H  
Clothing for Men & Women, Work & Hunting 

Boots by Rocky, Wolverine, Georgia,  
Danner, Red Wing & Muck

Military Discount  
with Military ID

814-845-7853 
3802 Gipsy Rd. 
Gipsy, PA 15741 

30 East Main St., Brookville 
 814-849-8313 

www.brookvillegmdealer.com

ith decades of dedication to her town 
through both her career and commu-
nity service, Marlene Lellock was 

named as Punxsutawney’s Woman of the 
Year. The award was bestowed upon Lellock 
at the annual Groundhog Banquet, held on the 
eve before Groundhog Day. 

According to Lellock, she attended the ban-
quet at the request of the board of directors of 
the Punxsutawney 
Weather Discovery 
Center, her former place 
of employment for nine 
years. The board had 
told her that Jen 
Carfagno, of The 
Weather Channel, 
wanted to make a pres-
entation to the center on 
behalf of those at The 
Weather Channel who, 
over the years, had been 
inducted into the Mete-
orologist Hall of Fame. 
Lellock said that she 
hadn’t planned on going 
to the banquet this year; 
but, wanting to help the 
weather center, she 
agreed to go. Unbe-
knownst to Lellock, she 
was to be recognized as a guest of honor at the 
event that evening.  

“There was a conspiracy to get me there,” 
she jokingly added about the surprise. “Of 
course, my family knew and kept it a secret.” 

The Punxsutawney Groundhog Club’s Inner 
Circle member A.J. Dereume, “Rainmaker,” 
introduced Lellock to the roomful of attendees 
as the award recipient, to which Lellock ex-
plained that she was “totally shocked.” 

Lellock believes that Punxsutawney is a 
lovely small town, set in a beautiful part of the 
state. She elaborated by saying, “I have always 
thought it has so much potential because of its 
location and because of Punxsutawney Phil 
and his worldwide fame,” adding, “there are 
some pretty great people who live here!” 

Lellock resides in Punxsutawney with her 
husband, Jeff, and their two sons, Casey and 
Carter, but she hasn’t always lived in the 
“Home of the Groundhog.”  

Lellock explained that she was born in Flint, 
Michigan, and spent her early childhood there 
with her parents and two brothers. Then, when 
she was going into eighth grade, Lellock’s par-
ents decided to make the move to Punx-

sutawney, back to the hometown of Lellock’s 
mother.   
She said, “By then, my brothers had both 

graduated high school – one was in college, and 
one was working – so they decided to stay in 
Michigan. My parents and I moved here with-
out them in 1972.”  
Lellock graduated from Punxsutawney Area 

High in 1977 and went on to earn a BS in busi-
ness administration from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania. Her educational experience, cou-

pled with her love of her 
town, influenced Lellock to 
spend most of her career 
locally in two key roles: 
She worked as the director 
of the Punxsutawney 
Chamber of Commerce 
from 1999 to 2013 and as 
the director of the Punx-
sutawney Weather Discov-
ery Center from 2013 to 
2022.  
Lellock said, “During 

those years, I was also in-
volved with many local 
and county organizations 
that strived to improve and 
enhance our community. 
During those years, there 
were many opportunities to 
bring business to the com-
munity, undertake projects 

that moved the town forward, and to acquire 
grant funding to subsidize improvement proj-
ects. I was always in favor of taking advantage 
of as many of these opportunities as possible, 
and, along with the committees, boards, and 
people that I worked with, we did just that.” 
Lellock has been involved with  the following 

organizations and committees: PRIDE: Punx-
sutawney Revitalization Group; Punxsutawney 
Rotary; Punxsutawney Tourism Committee; 
PRDC; Punxsutawney Community Founda-
tion; Northwestern PA Visitors Bureau; the Irv-
ing Club; and the Jefferson County Hotel Tax 
Committee. 
Since her retirement, Lellock has kept busy 

with her hobbies of gardening and punch hook-
ing, as well as by teaching classes two to three 
days a week at the Punxsutawney Community 
Center as an instructor for Silver Sneakers. 
“It means a lot to be recognized for the many 

years of effort I put into enhancing Punx-
sutawney,” Lellock said of her distinguishment. 
“I am also proud and grateful to be a part of the 
amazing group of women who have been 
named Woman of the Year.” 

• • •

By Jennifer Skarbek 
for Hometown magazine

W

Lellock Named as Punxsutawney 
Woman of the Year

Marlene Lellock and her family are proud to call Punxsutawney “home.” Pictured (left to right) 
are Casey Lellock, Jeff Lellock, Marlene Lellock, Carter Lellock and his fiancee, Megan Strawcut-
ter. (submitted photo)

Marlene Lellock’s friends at the Silver 
Sneakers class that she teaches cele-
brated her award in their own light-
hearted way. (submitted photo)
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Come Grow With Us. 
Marion Center Bank - Member FDIC 

www.marioncenterbank.com 
     Like us on Facebook                 Follow us on Twitter

Big Run 
  814.427.2051 Punxsutawney 

 814.938.0271

A hometown bank you can count on . . .  
both today and in the future!

1-800-556-6262

Celebrating the Legend and Tradition 

of the Big Run Peepers

MEMBER FDIC

SALES & INSTALLATION
Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-2

and 
More!

CARPET 
LAMINATE 

 HARDWOOD 
VINYL 

CERAMIC TILE 
LVT

300 E. Main St., Big Run • 814-427-2041

SCREEN PRINTING • EMBROIDERY • BANNERS 
PENNANTS • CHENILLE • PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Now offering  
LASER  

ENGRAVING  
and  

WIDE FORMAT  
PRINTING!

109 W. Main St. Big Run, PA 15715  / www.standardpennant.com 

 
814.427.2066 / 800.527.2066 / info@standardpennant.com 

The Canoe Ridge Band will perform at the Peeper Banquet: (l. to r.) 
Nathan Perrone, mandolin; Josh McCullough, bass fiddle; Ryan 
Sutter, fiddle; Jim McCullough, banjo; and Ronnie Perrone, guitar. 
(submitted photo)

This year’s Peeper Banquet 
guest speaker is retired art 
teacher and Punxsutawney 
historian S. Thomas Curry. 
(photo by Gloria Kerr)

Continued from page 3
Big Run’s 2024

nity event. Everyone who buys a banquet 
ticket is eligible to win a door prize, as the 
number on each ticket is entered for the prize 
drawings – lots of them! 
The banquet is funded only by ticket sales, 

so all contributions from politicians, local 
businesses, and citizens are much appreciated. 
The Peeper Committee prints and hopes to sell 
200 tickets each year, but the COVID pan-
demic affected sales for the past two; Buter-
baugh says only 95 tickets were sold last year. 
Still, the committee is optimistic that atten-
dance will rebound this season. Kirby 
Kendall, owner of the Big Run printing busi-
ness Kendall’s Kreations, has always donated 
all the banquet programs and tickets. Before 
Eugene Yeager’s retirement in 2023, Yeager 
Sanitation was another generous Big Run 
donor.  
The Punxsutawney Spirit and Hometown 

magazine are also important banquet support-
ers. Besides helping to publicize Big Run’s 
one big celebration each year, Spirit staffers 
solicit a generous number of door prize dona-
tions along with sponsor advertisements for 
the event. Door prizes, many of them, are 
awarded right after the dinner catered again 
this year by Shannon’s Catering in Sykesville. 
Part of this year’s program will be music per-

formed by the Canoe Ridge Band of five 
members who will bring some of the best tra-
ditional, progressive, and gospel bluegrass 
sounds to the War Memorial event. Playing 
his grandfather Bill Neal’s fiddle, Ryan Sut-
ter, who heads the group, has competed in fid-
dle competitions since he began playing 14 
years ago. Sutter has earned the title of Penn-
sylvania State Fiddle Champion in 2016, 
2018, 2019, and 2022. 
Jim McCullough, a 2019 high school gradu-

ate and the band’s banjo player, is an avid out-
doorsman and undefeated Elk Bugling 
Champion at the Benezette Elk Expo. Man-
dolin player Nathan Perrone is another tal-
ented, young musician who bought his first 
mandolin in 2020; after teaching himself to 
play it, he won the mandolin division of the 
Pennsylvania State Old Time Fiddlers’ Con-
test in 2021. Nate says he “loves the woods, 
hunting, a good book, and sports.”  
Canoe Ridge Band member Ronnie Perrone 

began playing the guitar when he was 8 years 
old. Mostly self-taught, aside from several 
years of piano lessons, he loves playing music 
with his siblings and the outdoors. Joshua Mc-
Cullough, the final band member who plays 
the bass fiddle, graduated high school in 2023. 
Josh, who can play several stringed instru-
ments by ear, is an outdoorsman who loves 
video games. 
To close out every banquet program, the 

Peeper Committee invites a noteworthy 
speaker from the area to entertain. A crowd fa-

vorite was Terry Fye who passed away in 
2020. A gifted wordsmith, Fye was invited nu-
merous times to share his good humor, clever 
way with words, and positive outlook with the 
audience. Another repeat guest speaker has 
been Ed McGinnis. This year’s speaker is S. 
Thomas Curry, retired art teacher and Punx-
sutawney historian extraordinaire. 

Big Run Citizen(s) of the Year 
A much-anticipated part of the banquet pro-

gram is the announcement of the individual, 
or sometimes more than one, recognized for 
their selfless service to the community in some 
capacity. Over the 30 years that the banquet 
has been held, the Spring Peeper Committee 
has honored owners of local businesses, min-
isters of town churches, the World War II vet-
erans of Big Run’s former VFW Post 9044, 
Big Run’s volunteer firefighters, and ordinary 
citizens who’ve contributed to Big Run’s busi-
ness, social, and community spirit. (See the 
entire list in sidebar.) 
Christine Fox was honored as Citizen of the 

Year in 2023, partly in recognition of Fox’s 
work with the town’s food bank referred to as 
B.R.A.N.C.H.H., an acronym for the Big Run 
Area New Community Helping Hands. Hav-
ing served as president of the Big Run Beta 
Sorority chapter, she’s also very involved with 
the Punxsutawney Area Schools PTO and 
serves as its current vice president. Along with 
her husband, Scott, she’s a member of the 
Lindsey Fire Department and works on 
fundraisers for Lindsey and other Punx-
sutawney fire companies.  
In addition, Fox has been independently ac-

tive in sponsoring fundraisers for those in need 
– fire victims, families suffering the loss of a 
child, and cancer patients. Chris and Scott’s 
own young daughter has been battling cancer 
for several years. Asked how she felt about 
being honored as Citizen of the Year, Chris 
said, “I was shocked! I was pretty surprised 
that my husband, Scott, and 11-year-old 
daughter, Lyndsay, kept it from me.” A work-
ing mother, Chris is an emotional support aide 
in the Punxsutawney Area School District. 

Banquet Tickets Available 
Big Run’s Spring Peeper Banquet is all about 

welcoming spring and having a good time. 
Think about joining the crowd at this casual 
get-together to enjoy good food, good music, 
and good fellowship, and meet local dignitaries 
whose names appear on your election ballots.  
To get tickets for this year’s Peeper Banquet 

on March 17, also St. Patrick’s Day, call any 
of these Peeper Committee members: Josie 
McElwain at (814) 427-2310 or (814) 952-
8027; Joe Buterbaugh at (814) 427-6095 or 
(814) 249-1385; Scott Fox at (814) 952-5101 
or his wife, Christine, at (814) 952-1538. 
Tickets are also on sale at Reagle’s Notary in 
Big Run across from the Family Dollar Store 
and at Biggie’s Quality Meats on Route 119 
near Stump Creek. Ticket prices: adults are 
$20, children under 12 are $7, and children 
under 5 are free. 

• • •
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203 E. MAIN ST., BIG RUN, PA

Over 50 Years Experience Providing 
Fast, Easy, & Efficient Service for  

All Your Notary Needs.

AUTO • BOAT • ATV 
Registration 

Transfers • Renewals

MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 9-6 
WED. 9-5 • SAT 9-1

HEAVY TRUCK REPAIR 

5304 Rt. 119 

Big Run , PA 

 

814.427.5228 
814.952 .4972

Providing  
Assisted Living, 

Nursing Care 
and Retirement 

to Seniors in  
Big Run, PA  

Personal  
Care Home

“Home Away From Home"

429 Union Street, Big Run 
814.427.5265 

Peace’s

66TH 
DISTRICT

SUPPORTING OUR  
LOCAL TRADITIONS!

Paid For By Brian Smith
BRIAN SMITH

PA STATE  
Representative

Always Looking  
for Welders & Machinists 

257 Caroline Street 
Punxsutawney 

814-427-2555 
www.starironworks.com 

A friend of the  
Big Run Peepers!

• NOW OFFERING STANDING SEAMS! •

Buy direct from the  
manufacturer, no middle man!

CONTRACTORS WELCOME 
DELIVERIES  
AVAILABLE 814-427-2921 

• 40 Year Warranty  
• 21 Colors 

444 Rt. 410, Punx’y

Manufacturer of Roofing & Accessories

We accept Visa,  
Mastercard & Access Card

6036 Rt. 119, Punx’y 
North of Big Run 

 814-427-2363 

John Biggie, Jr.
Tues. - Thurs.; 8 to 5; Fri. 8 to 5;  
Sat. 8 to 4; Closed Sun. & Mon.

THE PLACE WHERE GREAT MEALS BEGIN

Specializing  
in the finest 
quality Beef, 

Pork, Chicken & 
Smoked Meats

• PACKAGE DEALS 
• DAILY SPECIALS

ORDER ONLINE: www.biggiesqualitymeats.com

100% Born  
& Raised in 
the USA beef  
REAL AMERICAN 

BEEF  
not the other stuff. PA8019

LOCAL Products…  
LOCAL People!

Quality Window  
& Door Products 
…with Installation  

Done RIGHT!

FREE Estimates  
814-938-7303

www.burke-sons.com 
110 GASKILL AVE., PUNX’Y

hile the month of February guaran-
tees Punxsutawney a moment of 
worldwide attention each year, the 

month of March has become an opportunity 
for Big Run to garner publicity with the emer-
gence of the Big Run peepers.  
For many years, until his death in November 

2012, John London had recorded the early 
peeps of the tiny frogs in the center of his 
beloved hometown. His ceremonial record-
ing of the moment to announce spring was 
not widely known, not until 1993, anyway, 
when London’s particular 
way of weaving a story 
caught the attention of a re-
porter for an area newspa-
per. That printed story 
eventually went nationwide 
over the wires of the Asso-
ciated Press.  
In Big Run, as with many 

small towns, residents’ lives 
were interwoven with na-
ture and weather by the experiences of hunt-
ing, fishing, and trapping. Stories of 
encounters and conquests would become leg-
endary.  
As early as 1888, one story had appeared re-

lating to “the wilds” of the area of Big Run, 
the quiet little settlement of about 1,000 resi-
dents.  
It was late September 1888 when news sto-

ries were appearing around “some gigantic 
animal resembling a gorilla” reportedly run-
ning at large through the forests near Big Run.  
The creature’s tracks were described. They 

measured 16 inches in length, wide at the toes 
and having long nails or claws.  
In early October, another news item gave an 

account of the appearance of these strange 
footprints in the vicinity. By that time, the 
footprints had been examined by “principal 
citizens” of Big Run who described them as 
“resembling in some degree a human foot-
print.” However, human footprints were dis-
counted as these strange footprints had toes 
that were too long and “the foot too wide in 
front and too narrow behind.”  
Those who trailed the footprints in the 

nearby forest for weeks later reported seeing 
a strange creature walking along the woods 
“near the old Kramer oil well,” a “monster of 
hideous mien.”  
To one eyewitness, it appeared “to be a 

man” with long, shaggy hair all over his body, 
with “tremendous, long arms, and an enor-
mous mouth, filled with huge, white teeth.” 
This sighting was in broad daylight, the news 
story reported. The veracity of the witness 

never was questioned. The story stated, “Mr. 
Depp is a perfectly reliable young man, not 
given to exaggeration.”  
Later in October, George Schwem, propri-

etor of the McClure Hotel in Big Run re-
ported a sighting, printed in the Big Run 
Commercial Gazette. His description was of 
a “form . . . tall and bent, his hair long and 
straggly, and he wore a sheep skin over his 
broad shoulders, with the wooly side out.”  
At that time, the creature was seen gather-

ing chestnuts.  
In another incident, in the summer of 1918, 

a snake story emerged in the newspapers. Out 
of Big Run, Onondaga (now 
Robertsville) and that vicin-
ity there began the report of 
a “monstrous reptile” in the 
Mahoning Creek.  
The snake was first sighted 

in late August 1918 in the 
water across from Alahoe 
Park (between Robertsville 
and Foxburg, adjacent to 
Big Run). There, it swam up 
and down the creek five or 

six times, the eyewitnesses reported. The 
news story described the sighted creature as 
“some sort of a snake or some such reptile, 
30 or 40 feet long with a head the size of a 
man and a body as thick as a man’s trunk at its 
heaviest part.”  
In another sighting, a man claimed, “It has a 

head as big as a cow and a body as long as 
Main Street in Big Run.”  
It had been observed on the bank of the 

creek, wriggling in the mud and creating a 
path “almost wide enough and deep enough 
to form a new channel for the creek.” Many 
of the excited men of Big Run went gunning 
for the creature. In one attempt, dynamite was 
exploded to force it out of hiding for crack 
huntsmen to blow it out of existence.  
After another week, the monster snake was 

spotted in the “swamp south of the Punx’y 
brewery.”  
On that same day, it reportedly was seen in 

Sawmill Run in the West End of Punx-
sutawney. That report was discounted be-
cause Sawmill Run was not considered big 
enough to hold the reptile described in the 
weeks before. Each of the “credible” sight-
ings were attributed to a dozen persons by 
name.  
Living in Big Run at the time of this giant 

reptile news story was local squire Quint 
(Q.S.). 
Reams was considered a foremost naturalist. 

In his response to the many reports, he said, 
“The impossible doesn’t happen, you know.” 

By S. Thomas Curry 
of Hometown magazine

W

Wild Tales from Big Run

- Continued on next page
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CLEANING 
SERVICESFM

814-427-5255 or 800-525-5283

GO WITH THE PROS
• Carpets • Upholstery • Duct Cleaning 

• Tile & Grout • Oriental Rugs • Wood Floors 

Call for  
a Free  

Estimate

Ready  

for  A  

Spring  

Cleaning?

Shumaker 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

814-938-5421 
EAST UNION ST. • PUNXSUTAWNEY
Brenda D. Shumaker, Supervisor

814-427-4358 
WEST MAIN ST. • BIG RUN

Jason Sunderland, Supervisor

814-938-3433
creativegardencc@gmail.com 

ENROLL TODAYu

FOR MORE INFORMATION���

816 Airport Rd. 
Punxsutawney 

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Creative Garden

3 Play-based learning   
3 Outdoor play 
3 Early Childhood  
      Certified Teacher 
3 Curriculum prepares  
      children for their future

FREE PA  
PRE-K COUNTS   

(Ex: family of 4  
can make up  
to $93,600)

We’re proud to serve our  
local farms, both big & small!

Yoder’s Feed Store

Natural Feed 
Made On-Site!

2499 ROCK DUMP RD., REYNOLDSVILLE 
814-427-2719

WE DELIVER LOCALLY!

Full Line of Feed 
Bedding Shaving 

Happy Horse Bedding 
Fencing 

Plastic & Net Wrap 
Mineral and Lick Tubs

Also available at these locations: 
Biondi’s Feeds - 2082 Old State Rd., Johnsonburg, PA 

2180 Longwell Rd., Brockway • 288 Valley Rd., Commodore

Jim Stellabuto’s
EVERYTHING 
UNDER FOOT

We have everything you need for your shower system in stock!
Mon.-Fri. 9-5 • Saturday 9-2

930 Beaver Dr., Beaver Grove  
DuBois 814-371-9432   www.everythingunderfoot.com 

• COMPLETE  
   PREFABRICATED 
   SHOWERS 
• Waterproofing 
• Drains  
• Floor Warming

Get  
Started  
TODAY!

INNOVATIVE INSTALLATION  
SYSTEMS FOR TILE & STONE

ndiana University of Pennsylvania will 
receive $17.6 million in funding for two 
projects – the Academy of Culinary 
Arts’ long-range facilities plan and the 

health sciences cluster and proposed col-
lege of osteopathic medicine – as part of 
the 2023–2024 State System of Higher Ed-
ucation capital allocations budget for the 
university. The capital fund allocation 
budget was approved by the State System 
of Higher Education Board of Governors at 
its meeting on February 8. 
The allocation includes $17.1 million for 

the IUP Academy of Culinary Arts aca-
demic building replacement project and 
$500,000 for a facilities feasibility study 
for academic facilities for IUP’s health sci-
ences cluster and proposed college of os-
teopathic medicine. 
“I’m very pleased with the Board of Gov-

ernors approval for these capital funds for 
IUP,” IUP Council of Trustees Chairman 
and Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education Board of Governors Vice Chair 
Sam Smith said. 
“The Academy of Culinary Arts is an 

amazing program, with extremely talented 
and dedicated faculty and staff, and they 
have been the glue keeping the program 
moving forward, despite a facility that is 
well past its prime,” Trustee Smith said. 
“The students, staff and faculty need and 
deserve a facility that reflects the excel-
lence of the program and its promising fu-
ture,” he said. 
Academy students currently have classes 

at the 37-year-old facility on Gilpin Street 
in Punxsutawney and at the Fairman Center 
(the former J.B. Eberhart building) in 
downtown Punxsutawney. 

The $17.1 million will continue the 
progress on the Academy of Culinary Arts 
long-range facilities plan, approved in 
March 2022 by the Council. The Acad-
emy’s long-range plan is focused on pro-
viding state-of-the art facilities and 
providing new opportunities for increased 
enrollment by locating all the educational 
facilities for the Academy to new or reno-
vated buildings in downtown Punx-
sutawney adjacent to the Academy’s 
Fairman Centre along West Mahoning 
Street. 
Specifically, this funding will be used for 

construction of the new, 45,000-square-foot 
educational and multipurpose commercial 
facility in downtown Punxsutawney adja-
cent to the Academy’s Fairman Centre. De-
sign is underway for this Department of 
General Services project, which includes 
demolition of properties gifted to IUP that 
are adjacent to the Fairman Centre. Demo-
lition of those vacant buildings is projected 
to begin in the fall. 
The buildings set for demolition are at 

105, 115, 117, and 119 West Mahoning 
Street (these buildings were gifted to IUP 
from the Foundation for IUP in 2018); and 
buildings at 131 and 133 West Mahoning 
Street, the Dorothy Miller property, that 
were acquired and gifted in part by building 
owners Jesse J. Miller and Duane A. Miller 
in 2021. All of these buildings are adjacent 
to the Fairman Centre. The master plan also 
includes recommendations for enhanced 
use and increased impact of the Fairman 
Centre, more efficient planned space use 
within the culinary building (dual use 
kitchens), and improved delivery vehicle 
access and vehicular traffic flow. 

• • •

I

IUP Academy of  
Culinary Arts to Receive  
$17.1 Million Allocation

s it turns out, Hometown’s First 
Christmas Baby of 2023 – the first 
baby born at Punxsutawney Area 

Hospital on Christmas or the closest day to 
Christmas – was a Groundhog Day Baby, 
born on February 2, 2024! 
Octavia was born during the revelry that 

surround Punxsutawney’s unique celebra-
tion of Groundhog Day. Octavia is the 
daughter of Wyatt Patterson and Shylynn 
Smicklo of Punxsutawney. Congratulations 
to the proud parents! 
As the first official baby of the New Year, 

Octavia and her parents will receive gifts 
from the following: the New Anchor Inn, 
the Christian Book & Gift Shop, Punx-
sutawney Area Hospital, Punxsutawney 
Shop ’n Save, and Marion Center Bank. 
Welcome, Octavia, to an exclusive club 

whose members were born on Groundhog 
Day! 

• • • 
 

A

First Christmas Baby of 
2023 is a Groundhog Day 

Baby of 2024

Wyatt Patterson and Shylynn Smicklo of Punx-
sutawney are the proud parents of newborn 
daughter, Octavia, born on Groundhog Day 
2024.

Continued from previous page
Wild Tales

Reams opined the “monster snake” was a 
long line of muskrats chasing each other up 
and down the creek. After all, it was the sea-
son when muskrats did their cavorting, he 
claimed. And, in another explanation, he said, 
“It must be muskrats, because that’s about the 
only kind of animal that can get by in the sul-
phuric waters of the Mahoning Creek.”  
By the end of March or early April, those 

who awaited the sounds and sights of the Big 
Run “peeper” will have made their report, and 
the story from the swamp in central Big Run 
will have been recorded. The most celebrated 
legend of Big Run will have had its day in the 
spring sun.  

• • •
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Punxsutawney • 938-8110 • www.lundylawpa.com

Jeffrey Lundy & Jay P. Lundy

Law Firm ofLaw Firm of

LUNDY & LUNDYLUNDY & LUNDY
Over 50 Years of Combined Real Estate Experience

• Buying or selling a home, farm or land 
• Closings, title searches, title insurance 

• Right of ways • Property disputes   
• Subdivisions • Coal, Oil and Gas 

Stephanie Sandy began her career at the 
Punxsutawney Area Hospital Rehabilita-

tion Department in 
1980. As the Physical 
Therapy/Occupational 
Therapy and Speech 
secretary, Stephanie is 
responsible for receiv-
ing orders, scheduling 
appointments, and ver-
ifying insurance for 

patient services. She 
works closely with patients and providers 
to ensure the highest quality of care is de-
livered during each appointment.  
“It’s a privilege to treat my family, 

friends, and community,” she said of her 
nearly 44-year career. “At PAH we are a 
family and share the same philosophy of 
advocating for our patients and making 
them feel welcome and comfortable.  
“We coordinate services for in-patient, 

outpatient, and transitional care,” she con-
tinues. “We help our patients regain 
strength, mobility, and the ability to return 
to their lives and activities. We all love 
being a part of that.”  
Throughout her time at PAH, Stephanie 

has seen the hospital grow and expand, a 
testament to its Proud Past, Solid Future. 
“We are blessed to have our hospital,” she 
said. “PAH remains an important resource 
for our community and continues to shine 
and lend a helping hand.”  
Stephanie and her husband, William, are 

both lifelong residents of Punxsutawney. 
In her free time, she enjoys reading, walk-
ing, and cross-country skiing. Stephanie 
is also a member of SSCD Church and a 
Board Member of Friends of the Library. 
Thank you, Stephanie, for your amazing 

44 years of service. We appreciate your 
dedication to the Punxsutawney Area 
Hospital.  

—The PAHF 

Punxsutawney Area  
Hospital Foundation  
Employee Spotlight

Carpet & 
Upholstery 
Specialistsof Indiana

www.servicemasterclean.com 

724-465-7008 
Toll Free 1-888-440-7008

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Carpet Cleaning 

• Janitorial and  
Construction Cleanup  

• General Housecleaning 
• Wet Furniture Cleaning 

• Coal • Delivery 
• Screened Topsoil  

• Limestone & Gravel 
• Retaining Walls  

• Patio Pavers • Bark Mulch

EarthWorx

435 Route 36, Brookville and  
2171 Woodland-Bigler Hwy., Woodland 

849-9679 & 857-7679

Jael Miller during the 
national Tournament of 
Roses match in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in September 2023. 
(submitted photos)

Jael wrestled at the 2023 National Tournament of Roses meet in 
Indianapolis in 2023. 

ny athlete, regardless of the sport, 
knows the importance of being 
coachable – of taking advice and 

criticism to make the necessary adjustments 
to improve and become more competitive. 
Punxsutawney Area High School varsity 

wrestler Jael Miller says that taking those bits 
of wisdom and making small changes lead to 
the biggest differences in her performance on 
the mat. 
Beginning when she was 5 years old and 

following in the footsteps of two older 
brothers, John Mark and Joshua, Jael’s path as 
a wrestler was almost 
predetermined. Wrestling runs 
in the family; Jael’s younger 
sister, Hope, 9, wrestles as well. 
The number of females in 

youth wrestling is on the rise. 
High school teams are seeing a 
significant increase in the 
number of female wrestlers 
competing, up 71 percent from 
2018–2020 (flowrestling.org). 
Jael says that though she’s the 

only female competing on her 
high school team, five girls on 
the junior high team will 
hopefully move up to strengthen 
the varsity team moving forward. 
“There are three other schools in District 9 

with females competing, and the number of 
all-girl teams in Eastern Pennsylvania is 
significant,” explains Jael. 
Being in the minority doesn’t bother Miller 

much – probably due to growing up with older 
brothers who also wrestle – but she admits that 
wrestling against the opposite sex does present 
challenges. “It’s sometimes a challenge to find 
respect from males,” she confesses. “Some of 
them don’t take me seriously until they see me 
wrestle. And even then, it’s still a struggle.” 
With three Pennsylvania state titles under her 

belt, Jael isn’t done proving herself. Future 
goals in wrestling are to continue with the 
sport through college, where she hopes to 
major in agricultural sciences – “definitely 
something within the sciences” – and she has 
her sights set on making it to nationals and 
hopefully someday to the Olympics. At 
present, she’s researching the colleges she’s 
most interested in, looking at all aspects of the 
wrestling programs, coaching, and the majors 
available. Jael is excited to expand her 

experience to “new areas.” 
Jael has overcome more than 

needing to prove herself to the 
guys during her years of 
wrestling; last year, she suffered 
an injury, requiring surgery, then 
rehabilitation, to get back into 
shape. According to Jael, she is 
completely back to normal 
“other than occasional aches 
and pains.” The injury doesn’t 
cause her any problems and 
didn’t set her back in any of her 
training. 
That said, however, wrestling 

is a physical sport that can take 
a serious toll on the wrestler’s body. “You 
have to work through all the aches and pains,” 
Jael explains, “but it’s rewarding to keep going 
– to see the changes you make from one 
tournament to the next.” 
To other females considering trying 

wrestling as a sport, Jael would tell them, “It’s 
a process. Don’t expect to go out and compete 
against the best. But it’s also a fulfilling sport; 
what you put into it, you’ll get back out of it.” 
“Keep at it,” she concludes. “Keep working 

until you get it. Critique the small thing that 
makes big changes.” 

• • •

By Danielle Merrow 
of Hometown magazine

A

Little Changes Make  
a Big Difference

Jael and her little sister, Hope, on their second 
day of the 2023-24 school year. 

Jael Miller competed at Nationals in 2022, 
where she placed sixth in the Age 16 and Under 
division and took eighth place in juniors.

Jael wrestled at the 2023 
National Tournament of Roses 
meet in Indianapolis in 2023. 

CRW  Home Center
313 Martha St., Punxsy 

 814-938-3850 
crw.doitbest.com  
Mon. - Fri. 7-5; Sat. 7-2 

“Punxs’y’s Best Kept Secret”

Three Prim Sisters 
Candle Co.       

• SOY CANDLES • WAX MELTS  
• SCOOPABLE WAX •  RUSTIC DECOR 

• HANDCRAFTED GIFTS  
• CUSTOM STOVETOP BOARDS 

• AND SO MUCH MORE!

Follow us on Facebook threeprimsisters 
392 Laska Rd., Punxsutawney  

814-952-1030 
Thurs-Sun 11-4 or by Appt. 
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W. Mahoning St., Punxsy Plaza 
938-2380 

Dine In or Carry Out 
Call for delivery times 

Hours: Sun. - Thurs. 11 am to 9 pm 
Fri. & Sat. 11 am til 10 pm

Pizza Town
Lenten 

Specials
 
 
 
 
 

Crab Rangoons 
Crispy Wonton filled with crab meat  
and cream cheese. Served with side  

of sweet chilli sauce. $6.95  
Lobster Roll 

Buttery Lobster in a soft bun. Best  
Lobster Roll south of Maine! $6.95  

Paesano Loaded  
Bread Boule 

Our freshly baked Paesano bread filled  
with your favorite Soup. $7.95 
Chicken Noodle, Wedding Soup,  

Lobster Bisque (+ $1.00)  
Jumbo Beer Battered  

Fish n’ Chips 
Fresh caught and fried to a golden  

crisp. Served with fries, side 
salad and fresh bread. 

$12.95 

Pasta with Creamy  
Alfredo Sauce 

Delicious Fettuccine pasta  
tossed in Alfredo sauce. Served  
with fresh bread and side salad. 

  Small $8.99  Large $11.99 
Make it Cajun for $0.95 

Add shrimp, lobster or chicken $1.85 ea.  
 

Beer Battered Cod  
Sandwich & Fries 

Reel in this fresh catch on your  
favorite warm house bread served  

with crisp lettuce and tomato 
and a side of our crispy golden fries. 

 
$10.95   

Add Cheese .50 
 

Seafood Pizza  
It’s back by popular demand!!  
Made with our lobster infused  

cream sauce, mozzarella cheese and  
your choice of shrimp, lobster, chicken. 

$2.25 per topping  
$15.50  

Please inform your server of any 
seafood or shellfish allergie.

Check Us Out On The Web: www.hometownmarket.biz

HUNDREDS 
OF DIGITAL 
COUPONS 

AVAILABLE!

welcome  
Punxsutawney!

169
lb.

Pride of the Farm

Turkey 
Breast

2/$5

Fresh

Strawberries
1 lb. cont.

399
lb.

Lamagna

Provolone or 
Mozzarella 

Cheese

599
bag

Sunkist

Navel 
Oranges

8 lb. bag

199
lb.

Boneless Skinless
Chicken Breast

Family Pack

349
lb.

95% Fat Free
Cooked Ham

399
lb.

Boneless Beef
Top Round Roast
or London Broil

299
lb.

Whole Boneless
Pork Tenderloin

WITH AN ADDITIONAL $50.00 PURCHASE & HOMETOWN REWARDS NUMBER
EXCLUDING MILK,TOBACCO & ALL ITEMS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 

WITH AN ADDITIONAL $50.00 PURCHASE & HOMETOWN REWARDS NUMBER
EXCLUDING MILK,TOBACCO & ALL ITEMS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 

LIMIT 2 LIMIT 2NON-REWARDS MEMBERS PAY 2/$4 NON-REWARDS MEMBERS PAY 2/$3

77¢
ea.

Nickles
Italian Bread
20 oz.

47¢
ea.

Fresh Express
Iceberg 

Garden Salad
12 oz.

FINAL PRICE FINAL PRICE

BONUS BUY ITEM WITH $50.00 PURCHASE & HOMETOWN REWARDS

8LB.
BAG

Spring is just around the corner!Spring is just around the corner!

welcome  
Punxsutawney!
to our Hometown Market family of stores
now five locations to serve you better!

Nickles
Italian Bread
20 oz.

Fresh Express
Iceberg 

Garden Salad
12 oz.

citizen with community involve-
ment encompassing career, volun-
teerism, and faith, lifelong 

Punxsutawney resident Robert Carda-
mone was named as the 2023 Punx-
sutawney Man of the Year at the annual 
Groundhog Banquet held the evening 
prior to Phil’s prognostication.  
The award was presented 

to Cardamone by last year’s 
recipient, Jeff Grube. Car-
damone said that he had at-
tended the event because 
Inner Circle member Rob 
McCoy had reserved a table 
for a group of their friends 
who typically gather a few 
times per month. Hence, 
Cardamone admitted that he 
was surprised to learn that 
he was being recognized by 
the Groundhog Club for his 
dedication to his hometown.  
Cardamone said his reac-

tion was one of “surprise, 
undeserving, not worthy of 
this recognition, but of course apprecia-
tive.” He said that he has never become 
involved in an activity for the recogni-
tion, adding, “My motive is building re-
lationships, mentoring and motivating 
others, and being a part of the solution 
and making things happen.” 
Growing up on the southside of Punx-

sutawney with his four siblings, Carda-
mone graduated from Punxsutawney 
Area High School before earning a BS in 
education and an MEd in educational 
psychology at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania. Likewise, he served in the 
United States Army Reserve where he re-
tired as a colonel. Cardamone’s profes-
sional portfolio also includes several 
decades at Community Action, Inc., 
where he served as director, in addition 
to a decade as a part-time instructor at his 
alma mater, IUP. Despite his retiring 
from Community Action, Cardamone 
said that he returned there full-time dur-
ing 2023 to assist while another col-

league was experiencing health issues. 
Even though Cardamone has worn many 
hats throughout his career, he has always 
found time to help in his community. 
Cardamone currently serves on Punx-

sutawney Area School Board, Jeff-Tech 
Operating Committee, Punxsutawney 
Area Chamber of Commerce, Inc., 
Board, Punxsutawney Area Regional De-
velopment Corporation Board, SSCD 
Parish Council, Punxsutawney Commu-

nity Collaboration Commit-
tee, Jefferson County Tax 
Committee, where he served 
as a chairperson and is an 
Ambassador & Tech Con-
nect Host for TechSoup 
Global which helps non-
profits leverage technology. 
Cardamone has also been 
involved with the following: 
Punxsutawney Youth Com-
mission; Punxsutawney 
Area Community Founda-
tion Board; PRIDE Board; 
and the Workforce Boards 
of Northwest and North 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Of his devotion and dedi-

cation to work and community, Carda-
mone stated, “I thrive on building 
relationships, mentoring others as I was 
mentored, and problem solving. I believe 
the community needs to be involved in 
problem solving and not expect single 
entities and/or stove pipe problem solu-
tions (e.g., borough council, the chamber, 
the school district, etc.). I believe the 
community at large should be stakehold-
ers in community problems.” 
In his free time, Cardamone said that he 

is taking classes on Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), adding that technology is his “go-
to.”  
To Cardamone, the award that he re-

ceived means that his colleagues and 
community believe he has made a differ-
ence to the future of the local institutions 
and communities, and that makes it all 
worthwhile. 

• • •

By Jennifer Skarbeki 
for Hometown magazine

A

Cardamone Named  
as Punxsutawney  

Man of the Year

Robert Cardamone

n Friday, March 1, Punx-
sutawney’s Shop ’n Save will 
change its name to Hometown 
Market. The renaming was ex-

pected after McAneny Brothers pur-
chased the store from the Krise family 
in 2023. Hometown Market is a fam-
ily-owned, four-store chain with stores 
located throughout central Pennsylva-

nia, including Brookville. 
A two-week Grand Opening celebra-

tion will begin on the day of the name 
change, featuring a variety of money-
saving deals. A highlight of the cele-
bration will be the giving away of a 
John Deere zero-turn, riding lawn 
mower. 

• • • 
 

O

Punx’y Shop ‘n Save  
Has a New Name
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED. 
YOUR MONEY STAYS HERE!

• Parts • Paint 
• Hoses  

• & much more

110 SOUTH GILPIN STREET • PUNXSUTAWNEY

938-6363

MIDTOWN AUTO PARTS

Call Reuben at 
814-249-2250 

LEAVE MESSAGE 

5” Gutters, 
Lots of colors!

 FREE ESTIMATES
1245 Schreckengost Rd. 

Mayport, PA 16240

Ringgold Seamless 
    Gutters

Gutters & Leaf Guard

• Heavy Gauge .018 
• 100% Aluminum 
• Handles Downpours

GRICE GUN SHOP

paid for 
USED GUNS

216 Reed St., CLEARFIELD 
814-765-9273

C A S H

NO MILITARY OR OBSOLETE

COOK FOREST, 
PA

IF YOU LIKE DEER...YOU’LL LIKE IT HERE!

HAPPY GROUNDHOG DAY!
814-752-6334

• 21 DEER 
• OPEN 7 DAYS A 
  WEEK MOTHER’S 
  DAY THRU  
  HALLOWEEN

a local company 

serving local people 

 since 1877 . . . 

PATRONS 

MUTUAL FIRE 

INSURANCE 

COMPANY
647 PHILADELPHIA ST. 

INDIANA, PA 15701 

724-465-4922
toll free 1-800-326-0084 

www.patronsmutualpa.com

• Electronic Filing  
• Notary Public 
• Bookkeeping  
• Accounting 
• Temporary Tags
76 Harvest Lane, Punxsutawney

DDaarrlleennee  

      SSttuucchheellll
YEAR-ROUND  SERVICE

Please call for  

an appointment   

814-938-7070

REGISTERED TAX RETURN PREPARER

SALES 
SERVICE 
PARTS 

BO & JANESSA 
YOUNG, OWNERS

Mon-Sat 9-5

www.lowmasterandwardeninc.com

Top of Fairview Hill, 1 mi. S. of Punxsy on Rt. 36

814-938-7420

LLOOWWMMAASSTTEERR  
&&  WWAARRDDEENN

APPLIANCES

FREE DELIVERY & LIFETIME SERVICE  
WITHIN 30 MILES

K Carpentry 
& Construction
KK  CCaarrppeennttrryy  
&&  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

814-952-0859 
814-952-4543
881144--995522--00885599  
881144--995522--44554433

METAL ROOFING, VINYL SIDING, 
PORCHES, POLE BUILDINGS  

& REMODELING

FULLY INSURED 
QUALITY AMISH WORK

PA# 
146398

or the writer, and for many Home-
town readers and natives of Punx-
sutawney, the Punxsutawney 

Centennial Book of 1949 is a valued 
source of information about the early 
years of Punxsutawney. The book was 
published to celebrate the town and the 
decades before 1949. At a price of $2.00, 
one could reasonably expect that the 
book was in every home at that time. In 
1949, the writer was a pre-teen, with 
years ahead for growth, junior and sen-
ior high schooling community events, 
and involvement – years to gain memo-
ries with the centennial book to refresh 
the memories. 
The recent December 2023 Hometown 

story “Milking in Punxsutawney Area 
History” featured the brief histories of 
Chambers Dairy, Sanitary Dairy, and 
Kromers Dairy, information available 
then by Punxsutawney residents in 
1948–1949 and by the Centennial Book’s 
staff researchers when the book was 
being prepared for publication. 
Research in the microfilmed copies of 

the Punxsutawney Spirit in Punx-
sutawney’s Memorial Library added 
more information to the story. In the 
issue, the writer reached out to readers 
for memories about the three dairies and 
to readers who have experiences and 
memories about the area’s dairy farms 
that supplied the cow’s milk to the local 
Punxsutawney dairies.  
It all began on the farm: milk the cows, 

pasteurize the milk, deliver the milk to 
neighborhoods and area grocery stores 
by the “milk man.” 
A few facts stirred readers’ memories. 

One response was from a humble friend 
in Punxsutawney, whom the writer will 
identify as “Dan.” He is a dedicated col-
lector of memorabilia from Punx-
sutawney’s past, especially objects 

advertising Punxsutawney’s industries 
and businesses. Standing out is his ex-
tensive collection of glass milk bottles 
from Punxsutawney dairies and area 
dairy farms. The variety of bottles were 
round and square, pints and quarts, col-
orful screen labels of orange, red and 
green, and embossed letters (letters 
raised from the surface). Included among 
the items was a listing (c. 1945) of 
dairies and dairy farms in Jefferson 
County, a valuable reference for future 
research. 

Punxsutawney’s Chambers Dairy 
Two paragraphs in the 1949 Centennial 

Book about the Chambers Dairy” gave a 
brief history and said that it started in 
1914 as the Chambers Bros. Dairy. The 
last paragraph began “Chambers’ Dairy 
is now (1949) located at 515 East Ma-
honing Street in a modern building.” The 
building remains as a part of the archi-
tectural landscape on the heavily traf-
ficked East Mahoning Street. Important 
written information was gathered from 
available sources to broaden the story to 
interested readers. 
Significant information was shared by 

email. Punxsutawney native Doug 
Chambers enriched the statement in the 
December story that stated, “While it is 
unknown where Chambers Dairy was lo-
cated in the early years ....” He provided 
information that began with the history 
of Chambers Dairy as his grandfather 
was the founder of the dairy. The infor-
mation also included the years of his fa-
ther Robert W. Chambers, Jr. 
In the interest of history, Doug shared 

that “the dairy [Chambers’ Bros Dairy] 
was started in the ground floor (rear) of 
324/326 N. Findley Street, the 2-story 
red brick apartment building where Park 
Ave. intersects with N. Findley St. When 
Robert assumed full ownership of the 
dairy, after his brother Fred left to start 

By S. Thomas Curry 
of Hometown magazine

F

Milking Memories from 
Punxsutawney’s Milk History

The Chambers Dairy (above) 
was the first dairy in Punx-
sutawney, founded in 1914 in 
a building on North Findley 
Street. The opening of a new 
dairy building in late 1948 
was photographed as a time 
in history for the 1949 Punx-
sutawney Centennial Book. 
(photocopy from Punx-
sutawney 1949 Centennial 
Book)

Glass milk bottles of various sizes with embossed names or screened color names were delivered 
to neighborhood homes and mom-and-pop stores and have become collectibles. A view of a 
Chambers Dairy bottle in distinctive orange color is a part of a local collectors many milk bottles. 
(photo by S. Thomas Curry)

- Continued on next page
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RideATA

Call Today
Sign Up is Easy

1.866.282.4968

Punxsutawney

• 85% DISCOUNT Door to Door 
  on ATA Call a Bus & ATA Countywide

PWD & Seniors 65+

Seniors 65+
• RIDE FREE on ATA Fixed Routes

Chambers Hardware [1920], the dairy 
moved a little further up N. Findley 
Street to the ground floor (rear) of 402 
N. Findley St. My grandparents lived at 
the same address, on the first and second 
floors of the same building.” 
Doug added that it was in 1948, when 

his father Robert W. Chambers, Jr., re-
turned from World War II, that the new 
glazed tile building was built at 515 East 
Mahoning Street. It was there where he 
grew up and matured in East End Punx-
sutawney.  
Groundbreaking for the new building 

was March 9, 1948, located almost di-
rectly opposite the Episcopal Church on 
the corner of Lane Avenue and East Ma-
honing Street. The first floor of the mod-
ern building was the dairy and a dairy 
store. Two apartments were on the sec-
ond floor. The Chambers Dairy moved 
into the building from its 402 N. Findley 
Street site. At the time it opened in De-

cember 1948, nearby was constructed a 
glazed tile, modern looking self-service 
Lauer’s Super Market with two wide 
glass picture windows and fluorescent 
lighting., since 
The dairy advanced from the years of 

milk delivery by horse and wagon. It 
purchased its first delivery truck in 1927. 
Years later, “somewhere in the late 
’30s,” as Doug remembers being told, 
his father picked up a truck in Ohio and 
drove it back to Punxsutawney. The fam-
ily record indicates his grandfather cus-
tom-designed the body that was built on 
a white chassis. It was built at the Ger-
stenslager Company in Wooster, Ohio, 
where carriages, automobiles and truck 
bodies were manufactured. At that time, 
of course, autos and trucks were built 
with “stick-shifts.” 
As the old building from 1949 is stand-

ing at 515 East Mahoning Street, passed 
daily by many automobiles and walkers, 
its dairy history has become a history as 
a necessary laundromat for the area. For 
40 years, since 1980, it was the East End 

Laundromat under the management of 
Bill Ward. 

Memories of Working for  
Chambers Dairy 

Doug Chambers helps us to recall back 
when it was Chambers Dairy. He shared 
these words, “When the building was 
built in 1948, the front door on the left 
was originally where the dry cleaning 
and alterations are now, was the dairy of-
fice. What is now the front room of the 
laundromat, where the washing ma-
chines are located, was originally a dairy 
bar/luncheonette that was run by my 
grandparents. The middle room where 
the dryers are located, plus the area be-
hind the dairy bar and office, (the mid-
dle of the building) was originally where 
the milk processing, pasteurizing, ho-
mogenizing, and bottling occurred. The 
refrigeration room was also in that area. 
On whole length of the back of the build-
ing were for garages doors where the 
milk delivery trucks were garaged.”  

Bob Chambers became owner of Cham-
bers Dairy after the death of his father, 
Robert Chambers, Sr., in 1954. Through 
shared information and memories from 
Doug Chambers about the family busi-
ness, his father stopped bottling milk in 
the late 1950s. “He then took on a Seal-
test franchise,” he said, and the dairy be-
came known as the Chambers Sealtest 
Dairy. The dairy closed in 1970. 
Brief employment experiences at 

Chambers Dairy after 1955 have recently 
been shared by Hometown readers. 
Punxsutawney native Edwin Shaffer, an 
East Ender who lived on Rockland Av-
enue, graduated from Punxsutawney 
High School in 1955. And while a stu-
dent at Penn State, he was employed in 
the summer of 1958 before his gradua-
tion in 1959.  
He recalls the experience of driving a 

“stick-shift” milk truck for his deliver-
ies. He recalled the inconvenience of the 

With many dairy farms around Punxsutawney to supply milk to dairies, a Milk Receiving Plant was 
built in 1928 in the Elk Run section on land behind the BR&P Railroad YMCA. The pictures provide two 
views: one in 1938 with men working in the foreground and the other in 1949 with the plant and a tanker 
truck. (1928 photo courtesy S. Thomas Curry; 1949 photocopy from Punxsutawney Centennial Book)

Over its many years, Chambers Dairy transformed from milk bottle delivery by horse-drawn wag-
ons to trucks. Seen is a wagon in the early 20th century and a 1938 delivery truck. The 1949 Cham-
bers Dairy building had four garages on the rear of the building. (photo from Punxsutawney Spirit; 
1938 photo courtesy of Doug Chambers)

Continued from previous page
Milking Memories

- Continued on next page
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1&2 Bedroom Apartments for those aged
55 and over. Rent includes all utilities, even
cable television! Tenant responsible only for
telephone/internet. Relax and enjoy our game

room, library, fitness room, spacious
community rooms & parking garages.

407 East Mahoning Street, Punxsutawney, PA 15767
(814) 938-5474 or www.graystonecourt.com

a division of
Jeff S. Long Construction

The Ultimate Retirement Community

Court

Experience

the Luxury

You Deserve!

stick-shift to the driver’s right when get-
ting in and out of a running truck, and up 
and down hills. His deliveries for Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday were to in-
dividual homes, mostly north of 
downtown in Punxsutawney. In the 
neighborhood stops, he “picked up 
empty bottles in an insulated box by 
their front door.” He said that sometimes 
the owner had a note in the box request-
ing additional items. But otherwise, he 
replaced the empty milk bottles with full 
ones.  
On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 

Ed delivered to stores north of Punx-
sutawney that extended to Oliveburg, 
Coolspring, Summerville, etc., and on to 

Brookville. At the “mom and pop” stores 
in every town he had to check for any 
spoiled milk and gave the store credit if 
he found any. He returned to the Dairy to 
dump the clumpy, curdled, milk into 
large stainless containers. Ed remem-
bered that the spoiled milk “was sold to 
farmers to feed the pigs.”  
Ed shared his experience as a young 

driver of a delivery truck in the rural 
areas. His deliveries included shifting 
gear along the winding up-and-down 
hills to farms, often carrying milk bottles 
down dirt roads to farmhouses, deliver-
ing whole milk, pasteurized milk, skim 
milk, and chocolate in wire cages.  
In the 1960s many dairies began to in-

troduce square paper cartons to replace 
bottles. The square shape allowed more 
milk to be carried and displayed than did 

Continued from previous page
Milking Memories test Dairy. Paul was a 17-year-old. He 

shared, “It was my first job and Bob 
Chambers was my first boss, and he had 
a lasting impression on me ... I used Mr. 
Bob Chambers as my standard of what a 
supervisor was to be to the people who I 
would supervise.” 
In his brief summer experience, Paul 

had a retail route of a couple large stores, 
such as the A&P in Punxsutawney. How-
ever, as he recalled, most stops were 
“small mom & pop stores all over 
Punxs’y. At that time, these stores were 
almost on every block and in every gas 
station.” He added, “I drove a medium 
size box truck that wasn’t refrigerated. 
Which meant that it had to be loaded at 
4:30 a.m. before the run started. Bob 
showed me how to load the truck from 
the cooler. He told me where the stops 
were and introduced me to the owners of 
the shops. He showed me how to fill out 
the billing. All the math for the billing 
was done in your head or on a scratch 
pad. No money was collected by me.”  
A fond memory of that summer was 

that Bob Chambers always treated him 
like an adult. To support that feeling Paul 
shared a particular moment with the de-
livery truck, “I cut a corner too close and 
spilled cases of cottage cheese all over 
the inside of the truck. All he said to me, 
in a calm voice, was to clean up the mess 
and not to worry about it. Try to not to 
do it again.” Paul recalls that his pay in 
1965 was the minimum wage of $1 an 
hour. He concluded his recollections of 
the experience with these words, “At the 
end of the summer we shook hands, and 
we remained friends for years. Bob 
Chambers was the best first boss you 
could ever have!” 
(After 1965, Paul went off to the Viet-

nam War as an Army Military Police-
man. He returned to Punxsutawney and 
became a Pennsylvania Park Ranger. 
Later he became Park Ranger Supervisor 
at Clear Creek and Cook Forest State 
Parks. He and his wife reside on Rock-
land Avenue.) 

Another Moment in Punxsutawney  
Milk History 

While attention can be given to the milk 
dairies in Punxsutawney history, another 
history developed in the late 1920s when 
a headline in the Punxsutawney Spirit 
read “MILK STATION HERE IS CER-
TAIN.” In April 1927, enough area farm-
ers had agreed to sell their milk through 
Pittsburgh’s Dairymen’s Cooperative As-
sociation.   
The farmer’s agreement to supply the 

required gallons of milk ensured the con-
struction in Punxsutawney of a Milk Re-
ceiving Station. In March 1928, 150 
signatures from farmers had been signed 
for the contract. The involved dairymen 
in the Punxsutawney market were from 
areas of Sprankle Mills, Oliveburg, 
Panic, Valier, and Big Run. In December 
1929 the building in the Elk Run section 
of Punxsutawney was completed, with 
700 gallons of milk received daily from 
farms around Punxsutawney. It was built 
along the siding of the BR&P Railroad 
west of Ellsmore Ave and south of Graf-
fius Avenue. It was behind the BR&P 
Railroad YMCA on Ridge Avenue. 
Of particular interest was a 1961 news 

story in the Punxsutawney Spirit that 
identified the plant as the “Sealtest Re-

the glass bottles. The disposable paper 
cartons were cheaper than the glass bot-
tles and reduced the cost of the milk for 
consumers. 
(After graduation from Penn State in 

1959 Punxsutawney native Ed Shaffer 
worked for General Motors for 38 years, 
retiring in 1997 as an aeronautical engi-
neer. He started with testing aircraft jet 
engines, then testing engines and cars for 
GM. He presently lives in Metamora, 
Michigan, and visits his hometown as 
often as possible.) 
Another valuable summer job experi-

ence at Chambers Dairy was shared by 
Paul Stoll. Paul graduated from Punx-
sutawney Area High School in May 1965 
and had a part-time job at the dairy after 
graduation. At that time the East End 
dairy was identified as Chambers Seal-

- Continued on next page
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MOST  
INSURANCES  
ACCEPTED

Hundreds of  
Satisfied Patients

FREE VARICOSE 
VEIN SCREENING

      Monday, March11 
 

      OTHER DATES AVAILABLE 

          Appointments Fill Fast! 

724-349-6677
Call to Make Your  

                       Appointment  

                         TODAY! 
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
in Treating Varicose Veins

Minimally Invasive Office Procedures: 
• Venaseal (glue)  

• Vein Closure • Laser Closure  
• Sclerotherapy (vein injection)

1265 Wayne Avenue, Suite 106, Indiana, PA  
Premier vein  

services

YESHWANT G. PHADKE     
M.D., F.A.C.S., ABVLM, RPhs

www.vein-doc.comCHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
Certified by The American Board of  Venous and Lymphatic Medicine;  

Certified General Surgeon; Member of American Venous Forum

Erase varicose veins with the latest minimally 
invasive techniques, and start loving YOUR LEGS!

Spring is just  
around the corner!

Continued fromprevious page
Milking Memories

he Punxsutawney Challenger League 
is a division of the Punxsutawney 
Groundhog Little league. The Chal-
lenger League is a program for de-

velopmentally and physically disabled 

youths and adults to enjoy the full benefits 
of Little League participation in an athletic 
environment structured for their abilities. 

This is a league where those with special 
needs play an adaptive ball game where the 
rules are adjusted to accommodate all lev-
els of playing ability. The Challenger 
League has two divisions, the Junior 

League, which 
includes youths 
from ages 5 
through 18, and 
the Senior 
League, which 
includes players 
from 15 years 
through adult-
hood. Players 
the ages of 5 to 
18 can play in 
the Junior divi-
sion or the Sen-
ior division.  

This league gives children and youth the 
opportunity to enjoy playing baseball on 
the same fields as their siblings, friends, 

T

Punx’y Challenger League  
Provides Opportunity

ceiving Station” and that milk produc-
ers in a six-county area shipped to it. It 
received 17,000 gallons of milk a day, 
200 to 1,500 gallons per farm, accord-
ing to the story. The plant ran regular 
bacteria and butterfat tests on all milk 
received. The milk was then transferred 
by tank trucks to Pittsburgh, a Sealtest 
Food Division. 
Doug Chambers, in his memories, had 

noted, “My dad had stopped bottling 
milk in the late 1950s and took on a 
Sealtest franchise. The Sealtest products 
originally came out of Altoona, and then 
Pittsburgh, until the dairy closed in 
1970.”  
In the Spirit’s 1961 Sealtest Milk Sta-

tion feature, it was reported that Seal-
test products were distributed in 
Punxsutawney and Jefferson County by 
the Chambers Dairy in Punxsutawney, 
managed by Robert W. Chambers. The 
Sealtest products were delivered to 
homes and stores in three trucks. Seal-
test ice cream was delivered in the area 
by Sealtest trucks. 
It’s history. The number of dairy farms 

has decreased. Fewer small farms, 
larger dairy farms. Farms became more 
automated. Milking cows by hand has 
been replaced by robotic milking. Mom-
and-pop stores are in the past. Milk is 
not delivered to homes. Pick up your 
milk in cartons or plastic bottles at the 
supermarket! 

• • •

and fellow classmates. The League also 
uses “buddies,” volunteers who assist any 
player who may need help on the field, 
whether swinging the bat, running the 
bases, or playing in the outfield. The use of 
buddies is optional but is also a useful tool 
in incorporating friendships with others 
while learning new skills. 
The Challenger games are played at the 

Punxsutawney Little League complex and 
at Heindl Stadium, DuBois, at the Little 
League complex there. There is no regis-
tration fee charged for Challenger League 
players. To register your player or to vol-
unteer to be a buddy, please visit 
https://www.punxsutawneygroundhoglit-
tleleague.org/. If anyone has questions, 
please call Anna Rugh (814-938-6655), 
send an email to knopick@ hotmail.com or 
visit the Punxsutawney Challenger 
League’s Facebook page (https://m.face-
book.com/p/Punxsutawney-Challenger-
League-100064153144602/). 

• • •
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205 Chestnut Street, Punxsutawney, PA • (814) 938-4224 • www.sscdschool.com

Saints Cosmas and Damian School
♦ All Faiths Welcome 
♦ Small family-like atmosphere 
♦ Character values taught 
♦ Bussing available from local districts 
♦ Earn up to $127,532* with one  
   dependent and qualify for scholarships 
   *increases with each dependent 

ALL OTHER  
GRADES  

Have Open  
Registration  
Throughout  

Spring

Preschool Registration  
begins February 29, 2024
Kindergarten Registration  

begins March 6, 2024

Initial Scholarship deadline is April 15!!! 
DON’T DELAY, CALL TODAY!!!

The triangles on the map indicate known Native American Towns. Image from the “Indian Trails of 
Pennsylvania,” by Paul A.W. Wallace, published by the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Com-
mission. (image courtesy of the Punxsutawney Area Historical & Genealogical Society)

he most remarkable growth of the Punx-
sutawney area occurred between 1884 and 
1889. Punxsutawney had been a known, in 
the earliest history of the area, as a Native 

American town of the Lenni Lenape people for 
about 200 years. The location of the town, near well-
traveled original trails and trading routes as well as 
artifacts found in the area, gives credence to the pos-
sibility that it may have been inhabited long before 
that by other native peoples as far back as the Pale-

olithic era. During all this time, Punxsutawney was 
a relatively small settlement. The Punxsutawney 
and Luthersburg Pike and the road to Kittanning fol-
lowed the Great Shamokin Path of the original oc-
cupants of the area. After 1806 when the Native 
Americans left the Punxsutawney area settlers of 
European extraction began to arrive. Settlement in 
the town of Punxsutawney began in 1818 and the 
town was registered by David Barclay at the Indiana 
Courthouse in 1821. 
“Booming the Town,” an article in the Punx-

sutawney Spirit on September 5, 1888, noted the 
growth in population, primarily settlers of European 
ancestry to 1880 Census. The population had in-

creased to 674 individuals. Between 1880 and 1888 
the population increased by an outstanding 148 per-
cent. 

The Board of Trade, a forerunner of the Chamber 
of Commerce, had surveyed the area in 1888 and 
found the population in the area had increased to 
10,000: There were 4,000 in the combined boroughs 
of Punxsutawney (3,200) and Lindsey (800), also 
known as Clayville. Surrounding the boroughs were 
newly unincorporated mining communities. Begin-
ning with Walston in 1882 these mine towns were 
developed, and by 1888 they had a total population 
of 6,000 – Walston (3,500), Adrian (1,800), and Ho-
ratio (700). 

The catalyst of this growth was the Buffalo, 
Rochester and Pittsburg Railroad and a second rail-
road, the Bells’ Gap extension of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, which was under construction. This boom 
and amazing growth were beginning to reshape the 
Punxsutawney area. 

The impact on the Punxsutawney area was dra-
matic. The rapid expansion in population changed 
all areas of the local economy as well as the com-
munity infrastructure maintained by borough, town-
ship, and county government. 

The Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburg Railroad, 
which began operation in 1883, had rapidly become 
a necessity. Local businesses quickly took advan-
tage of the railroad and benefited from them. “One 
of the freight agents at the Punxsutawney station 
says that he don’t know whether Weber, at the 
Checkered Front sells his clothing or gives it away, 
but he does know that he receives more clothing and 
hats than all the other stores combined.” (Punx-
sutawney Spirit, July 1, 1885) 

Weber had come to Punxsutawney in 1883 and 
started a clothing business in a small building on the 
northwest corner of the intersection of Mahoning 
and Gilpin streets. His business grew so fast that by 
1885 he relocated to a larger building on the origi-
nal Cristian Miller property, located on the north-
west corner of the intersection at Mahoning and 
Findley streets. He painted the old wooden building 
in a red and white checkerboard design and adver-
tised it as the “One Price Clothing Store.” His busi-
ness continued to grow and in 1905–06 he replaced 
the Checkered Front Store with the brick three-story 
building built on the lot. Today, Fairlady & Com-
pany occupies the corner store front once occupied 
by Weber’s store, and the Punxsutawney Chamber 
of Commerce occupies the other store front in the 
building. 

The September 15, 1886, Spirit announced “A Big 

Coal Sale.” Ten properties ranging in size from 32 
acres to 261 acres for a total of 1,624 acres, for 
which $97,275 was paid. Eleven were sold outright 
for $70,250, and the coal rights were purchased 
from another seven properties, for $25,220. 
The properties were on the north side of the Ma-

honing Creek, in the vicinity of Hughes’ Mill. Hor-
atio G. Fisher, of the Berwind White Coal Mining 
Company, was the purchaser, and by 1888, the Ho-
ratio Mine was open and contribute to the economy 
of the area. 
William G. Carmalt hosted a 

farewell basket picnic with 
friends on October 13, 1886, at 
the Pine Grove Farm. The farm 
was established by his parents, 
pioneers Isaac P. and Hannah 
Gaskill Carmalt, in the 1820s and 
was part of the Underground 
Railroad through Punxsutawney. 
The following week the 160-acre 
family homestead, underlaid with 
a 7-foot vein of coal, to the 
Rochester and Pittsburgh Coal 
and Iron Company and relocated 
to Phoenixville, Chester County. 
The surface land on the farm 
would eventually become the 
Punxsutawney Country Club, 
which continues today.  
Railroad Companies continued 

to purchase rights-of-way 
through land and property on 
which to build the necessary 
structures to support railroad op-
erations. In 1887, 15 acres, near 
the Clayville depot of the Buf-
falo, Rochester & Pittsburgh, was 
purchased from J.U. Gillespie 
and five acres on the south side 
of the creek from M.J. Dinsmore. 
In January 1887, R.G. Ford agent 
for Clearfield & Jefferson Rail-
way Operating Company affili-
ated with the Philadelphia and 
Northwest Railroad, was secur-
ing rights-of-way for the Bell’s 
Gap Railroad extension on the 
south side of Mahoning Creek. 
The site was chosen in what is re-
ferred to as the East End, near the iron bridge. 
By the spring of 1889, the increased population 

and the lack of expansion space on the campus of 
the Punxsutawney Public Schools prompted the 
Clearfield & Jefferson Railway to offer the Punx-
sutawney School Board a plot of level ground, 
across Mahoning Creek, near the upper iron bridge. 
In 1890, an eight-room school building was con-

structed on the land. The building was later named 
the Mary A. Wilson building in honor of Miss. Wil-
son, who had taught primary students in the public 
schools for 50 years from 1857 to 1908. This new 

school building served the com-
munity until 1938 when it was 
condemned and torn down by 
laborers of the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA). In 
1949, with the post-World War 
II population increase, a new 
modern school facility was built 
on this school lot. It retained the 
name of Mary A. Wilson School 
and served as an educational fa-
cility for elementary students 
until 2010, when it was closed 
by the School Board. Today the 
Mary A. Wilson School build-
ing has been converted by 
Greystone Court into a senior 
housing facility with recreation 
rooms for the residents. 
The booming the town in the 

five-year period from 1884 
through 1889 has left many im-
provements and memories 
which have lasted the test of 
time in the Punxsutawney area. 
This article has been prepared 

by the Coal Memorial Commit-
tee of the Punxsutawney Area 
Historical & Genealogical So-
ciety. Resources used in prepar-
ing his article are from PAHGS, 
Punxsutawney News @ News-
papers.com., and the Library of 
Congress. Direct comments to 
PAHGS, P.O. Box 286, Punx-
sutawney, PA 15767. Individu-
als desiring to honor a coal or 
coal-related industry worker in 
2024, are encouraged to pur-

chase their tile by June 30, 2024. A Coal Memorial 
tile may honor persons who worked in any aspect of 
the coal industry, including railroads and ancillary 
services. Additional information and forms may be 
found online at www.punxsyhistory.org or may be 
requested by an email to: punxsyhistory@out-
look.com, or call (814) 938-2555 and leave a mes-
sage. 

• • •

By Coal Memorial Committee 
for Hometown magazine

T

Punxsutawney’s Remnants  
of the Early Coal Boom

Pine Grove Farm, established by Isaac Phipps 
and Hannah Gaskill Carmalt, was underlaid by 
a 7-foot vein of coal and was purchased by the 
Rochester & Pittsburg Coal and Iron Company. 
The surface of the 160-acre farm became the 
Punxsutawney Country Club and Golf Course. 
(photo from Caldwell’s 1879 Atlas of Jefferson 
County, courtesy of PAHGS)

This building was constructed in 1905–06 by 
John A. Weber to replace the Checkered Front 
One Price Clothing Store he operated on the 
lot originally owned by Christian Miller. The 
building was purchased by E. Swartz from Mrs. 
Emma Weber after the death of her husband. 
Mr. Swartz, and later his son ‘Ted’ Swartz op-
erated a Men’s Clothing Store in the facility 
until his retirement in 1980. Currently the build-
ing houses Fairlady and Company in the cor-
ner store at 101 West Mahoning Street and the 
Punxsutawney Chamber of Commerce in the 
second storefront at 102 West Mahoning 
Street. (photo Courtesy PAHGS)

The school building, on the left in the picture, 
was constructed on the lots donated by the 
Clearfield and Jefferson Railway Company. The 
school was named for Miss Mary A. Wilson, 
who taught primary school in Punxsutawney 
for 50 years. In 1938 the building was con-
demned and torn down. In 1949, when the 
school district needed additional school rooms 
the “new” Mary A. Wilson School was built on 
the property. Today the school has been incor-
porated into the Greystone Apartments, Senior 
Living Facility. (photo courtesy of PAHGS)
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Downtown Punxsutawney, next to McDonald's 814-938-3112

CHECK OUT OUR "GOOD READS"

B's Books offers a good variety of reading for your winter 
pleasure: a wide selection of CLASSICS, ROMANCE,  
MYSTERY/SUSPENSE, WESTERNS, BIOGRAPHIES, 

CHRISTIAN FICTION, INSPIRATIONAL RESOURCES, 
SCIENCE FICTION, HISTORY AND CHILDREN’S BOOKS.

Look for Presidents at B's Books

B’s Books, etc.
OPEN: 

Mon. 9:30-1:30 
Closed Tues. 

Wed. & Thur. Noon-4:30 
Fri. 10-4 • Sat. 10-2 

hile February is necessarily a time 
each year for members of the 
Punxsutawney Area Historical & 

Genealogical Society to concentrate on 
Groundhog Day, it also is a time to or-
ganize activity and educational plans for 
the year going forward, particularly sum-
mer programs for young people. 
In 2023, the Society scheduled, for the 

first time, programs for two age groups, 
focused on our Native American heritage. 
The longer, more intense program, His-
tory Hunters, geared to those aged 11–14 
(roughly grades 6–9), utilized a lineup of 
resource persons with good information 
to share, culturally related activities and 
a field trip. Younger participants, age 6–
10 (roughly grades 1–5), shared in the 
field trip and enjoyed a wide range of age-
appropriate relevant activities. 

For 2024, the focus is early settlers to 
the region whose family histories tell their 
stories in detail. Activities will include 
some hands-on work with settler tools and 
lifestyles, and the field trip will feature a 
visit to an 1800s property to check out the 
barn, wagons, tools as well as a short hike 
to get some perspective on early settlers’ 
travel to our region. 
With all this planning already underway, 

Society members were happy to be in-
vited to the first-ever Student Activities 
Expo, set for March 4 at 6 p.m. in the 
Punxsutawney Area Elementary School 
Cafeteria. Representative Brian Smith 
and the Punxsutawney Area Elementary 
PTO are co-sponsoring this event to 

which families with children interested in 
summer activities are invited. 
Several Society volunteers will be on 

hand at the PAHGS table to talk about the 
programs for youth while also channel-
ing, in costume, the Rev. David Barclay, 
his son-in-law, Dr. John Wildman Jenks, 
Nancy (Mrs. Jacob) Hoover, and Mary 
(Mrs. Obed) Morris. The stories of these 
families and others are core to the pro-
gramming for History Hunters and inform 
activities for the younger History Day-
campers. 
This whole exercise fits right in with a 

different way to study one’s own geneal-
ogy. Many persons enthusiastically re-
search their roots to document their 
eligibility for the national societies of the 
Children of the American Revolution 
(CAR), Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR), or Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR) or as a member of a 

M a y f l o w e r  
family. Histo-
rians, includ-
ing McKnight 
of Jefferson 
County, often 
focus on the 
first settler in 
a specific 
community or 
township. A 
different but 
entertaining 
perspective is 
to trace one’s 
family tree 
back to see 
which ances-
tor in a family 
was first to ar-
rive locally 

(somewhere within the Punxsutawney 
Area School District). It may be that 
someone reading this is actually the first 
in their family to get here. Congratula-
tions! You are number one. Others have at 
least two lines to research, maternal and 
paternal and maybe more if stepparents 
are involved. At the level of grandparents, 
there are at least four surnames to check 
out. With great-grandparents there are 
eight or more. Learning these families’ 
stories can be very rewarding, and the So-
ciety recommends it highly and can help 
with that. Contact the Society at (814) 
938-2555 or punxsyhistory@outlook.com 
to plan a time for your search. 

• • •

By Marty Armstrong  
for Hometown magazine

The 1830 log home of Obed Morris, Young Township, was once located a significant distance from 
and across Route 36 from the modern Punxsutawney Area Hospital. Drawn from memory by the Rev. 
James Reed Morris, AM, PhD., for inclusion in his Morris Family History compilation c. 1922. (image 
from the collection of Marty Armstrong)

A postcard notice to Punxsutawney Elementary School students inviting them 
and their families to a Student Activities Expo scheduled for 6 p.m., March 4, 
at the elementary school cafeteria. (submitted image)

W

• Anecdotes abound in regard to 
George Washington, and his famed 
wooden teeth is among them. However, 
that story is an enduring myth and not 
reflective of reality. Various historians 
and groups, including the National Con-
stitution Center, note that George 
Washington’s dentures were not made 
of wood, but rather a combination of 
ivory, gold and human and animal teeth, 
among other materials. 
• Two former presidents and founding 

fathers passed away within hours of 
each other. John Adams, who suc-
ceeded Washington as the nation’s sec-
ond president in 1797, and Thomas 

Walker 
Family Dentistry

814-938-8554    

or  814-938-5800

203 CLEARFIELD AVE., PUNX’Y 

ronald j. walker III, DMD 
jordan walker, DMD 

ACME 
MACHINE & 

WELDING CO.

46 Anchor Inn Rd., Punx’y 
814-938-6702

George Washington 
First President 1789-1797 

Party Affiliation: Federalist  
Fact(s): In May 1775, he was  
elected commander in chief  

of the Continental Army.

Thomas Jefferson 
Third President 1801-1809 

Fact(s): At age 33, he drafted the  
Declaration of Independence.

John Adams 
Second President 1797-1801 

Fact(s): His son, John Quincy,  
became president. He was the  

first Vice President.

A hometown bank you can 
count on . . . both today and 

in the future!

www.marioncenterbank.com

Big Run 
  814.427.2051

MEMBER FDIC

Punxsutawney 
 814.938.0271

Jefferson, who served as the third pres-
ident of the United States between 
1801 and 1809, each died on July 4, 
1826. The two one-time friends and 
then foes ultimately reconciled prior to 
their deaths. 
• President John F. Kennedy, who 

served as the thirty-fifth U.S. president 
until his assassination in 1963, was the 
first American president born in the 
twentieth century. It will likely be awhile 
before the first U.S. president born in 
the twenty-first century takes office, as 
the nation’s current president, Joe 
Biden, was born just 25 years after JFK.   

• • •

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT U.S. PRESIDENTS

Researching Histories,  
Finding Stories



• Home & Industry • Reverse Osmosis 
• Salt Delivery Service • FREE Water Analysis 

• Culligan Preferred Credit 

114 Horatio St., Punx’y 
938-2240 or 1-800-828-4267

Sales 
Rental 
Service
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HERE TO HELP WITH
STRUGGLES. everyday 

Shannon Sottile is a registered representative of Lincoln Financial 
Advisors Corp. Securities and investment advisory services offered 
through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer (member 
SIPC) and registered investment advisor. Insurance offered through 

Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Mosaic Wealth 
Consulting is not an affiliate of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. 

CRN 5620011-041223

Scan here to learn more:

Member FDIC

www.marioncenterbank.com

Big Run Branch: 814.427.2051
Punxsutawney Branch: 814.938.0271

Marion Center Bank
Your Hometown Bank Since 1905.Your Hometown Bank Since 1905.

Bill Hawk, OwnerPA# 017948

HAWK
CONSTRUCTION

● New  
    Construction  
● Additions  
● General Remodeling 
● Ditchwich & Bobcat Services 
● Roofing, Siding, Soffit/Fascia 

814-590-3459

Asphalt Paving s Grading  
Line Painting s Topsoil &  
Compost s Sealcoating 

Chip Sealing s Crack Filling 
FREE Estimates! 
Phone: 849-8838  

or Toll-Free (877) 4-Paving 
www.jeffersonpaving.com 

Quality, Integrity and Professionalism... 
Making life smoother. 

PA# 012900

814-952-4543

• Collision Repair 
• Rust • Painting

2091 Porterfield Rd., Rossiter, PA

RIDGE AUTOBODY

s we all live our busy lives, it is not un-
common for an individual’s health and 
wellness to not be a main priority in 

our daily lives. Often, as a society, we do not 
seek guidance from medical professional 
unless we are currently experiencing an 
issue. 

Primary care providers (PCPs) manage 
day-to-day health needs of patients and are 
a central point of contact for healthcare 
needs. By creating a long-term relationship 
with a PCP, you are more likely to be health-
ier and generally have lower medical costs 
because of the preventative measures like 
screenings a PCP can offer. A PCP can teach 
you ways to stay healthy, and of course, 
treat you when you’re sick. A PCP is also a 
conduit to help you get more advanced care 
when you need it. Finding the right PCP for 

you or your loved one takes time but does 
improve your wellbeing in the long run. 

The Punxsutawney Area Hospital (PAH) 
is hosting an open house of the primary care 
office and new pediatric office to introduce 
the talented medical team that serves the 
community. PAH is excited to announce a 
new pediatric service line at the facility as 
well. Dr. Clark Simpson, Chief Medical Of-
ficer, states, “As medical leadership at the 
Punxsutawney Area Hospital, it is my job to 
evaluate the needs of the community and 
work diligently to recruit medical special-
ists that can help support those needs. Pedi-
atrics is an area of health that many 
members of our community are passionate 
about. I am overjoyed to introduce Dr. 
Diana Dutra of the PAH team in Pediatrics, 
and I look forward to the youngest members 
of our community receiving care from such 
a talented and personable physician.” 

Establishing a PCP is important at all ages 
of life for prevention and condition man-
agement. According to the American Acad-
emy for Pediatrics, patients generally 
transition from a pediatrician to a PCP 
around age from ages 18 to 21. 

The Open House will take place on 
Wednesday, March 20 between 4 p.m. and 6 
p.m. on the PAH campus. The offices for 
Primary Care and Pediatrics are in the Med-
ical Arts Building, which can be accessed 
by using Entrance 3, the Rapid Care En-
trance. Children are encouraged to attend 
with their loved ones. Not only can they 
meet these providers, but they can also par-
ticipate in a free Egg Hunt as well. RSVPs 
are not required to attend, and attendees can 
come at any point between 4 p.m. and 6 
p.m. 

The PCPs who will be present are Phillip 
States, MD; Amanda Greenblatt, CRNP; 
Michael Kacsmar, CRNP; Nicole Pomeroy, 
CRNP; Melissa Powell, CRNP; Keli Simp-
son, CRNP; Erin Cessna, PA-C; and Angela 
Shaffer, PA-C. Diana Dutra, DO, from the 
newly established Pediatric Office, will be 
on site to meet any individuals seeking pe-
diatric care. 

For more information about PAH’s Pri-
mary Care Service, please call the office at 
(814) 938-7066. For more information 
about Pediatrics, please contact their office 
at (814) 938-5065. 

• • •

A

The following members of Punxsutawney Area Hospital’s Primary Care and Pediatrics staff will 
attend their offices’ Open House and Egg Hunt: (l. to r.) Diana Dutra, DO; Erin Cessna, PA-C; An-
gela Shaffer, PA-C; Melissa Powell, CRNP; Keli Simpson, CRNP; Amanda Greenblatt, CRNP; and 
Phillip States, MD. (submitted photo)

Punxsutawney Area Hospital  
Primary Care & Pediatric Office 
Hosts Open House and Egg HuntJohn Kness, Agent

Mon-Fri 8:30-5, Sat 9-12 
407 S. Main Street, DuBois

814-371-6756
Nancy C Gotwald, Agent

Mon-Sat by Appointment only 
2725 Rt. 36 N, Punxsutawney

814-938-7311

AUTO • HOME • FARM • LIFE • HEALTH  
FLOOD • RECREATIONAL TOYS • COMMERCIAL  

•WORKERS COMPENSATION • & MORE

Our family protecting  
yours, since 1932

45TH ANNUAL

SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2024 at Sykesville Town Hall 
 Registration 1:30pm • Run/Walk 3pm 

Pre-Register by April 12 or on Day of Run/Walk

RUN/WALK 2 MILES OR RUN 5 MILES

FUN • GAMES • FOOD • PRIZES  
LARGE RAFFLE TABLE 

FOR MORE INFO, REGISTRATION FORMS...  
Bill Cuba Jr. at 814-591-6800 
or Pat Mowrey 814-591-0949 
or email carlajcarc@gmail.com or see 

www.jcarc.org or our Facebook page 

STROLL  
& ROLL RACE 

a short race for those 
with disabilities who 
cannot participate  
in the longer walk  

or run.   
SCAN QR CODE 

TO DONATE

Proceeds are used to provide children and adults 
with special needs in Jefferson and Clearfield 

Counties four free summer camps.

Casteel Chiropractic
DR. IAN CASTEEL 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
X-Rays (on your first visit) 

 Accepts Most Insurance 
MON., WED. & FRI. 8:30-1 & 2:30-7  

CLOSED TUE. & THUR.

410 East Mahoning St.  938-4400 

Our job is to keep your spine in 
line for a better, healthier you!

"We address the cause, not the symptom"
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Thursday, March 14th: St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at 11 am 
Thursday, March 28th: Easter Bunny Hop & Rock & Roll at 
10:30 am with DJ Randy! Easter Treats at 11 am! Take a chance  
on our Easter Basket Fundraiser! You might be a winner! 
 

BINGO WITH KIM FROM 
EMBASSY AT HILLSDALE 
Thursday, March 7 at 12:30 pm  

 
NUTRITION EDUCATION 

Wed., March 27 at Noon "Meet the Dietary 
Guidelines For Americans”  

2ND ANNUAL CHILI COOK OFF 
 Thursday, March 12 at 11 am 

Sign up by the 7th to enter!  
Judging done by Chef Cliff Klinger.  

Prizes awarded to the winners!
BLOOD PRESSURE  

SCREENING BY ANEW 
Thursday, March 21 at 11 am  

  HYMN SING WITH KAY  
   Thursday, March 21 at 11 am  

EASTER FUN - Thurs., March 28 
Easter Bunny Hop & Rock 'N Roll  

with DJ Randy at 10:30 am  
Easter Treats at 11 am 

Easter Basket Fundraiser at 12:30 pm
OPEN JAM SESSION 

Starting Tues., April 9th 
from 10 am until Noon 

BREAKFAST Mondays from 9:30 - 11 am  
March 4: Pancakes & Sausage  
March 11: Cinnamon Apple French Toast  
March 18: Irish Colcannon & Eggs 
March 25: French Toast & Sausage

FUN EVENTS 
March 5: Bring in a picture of YOU as a child. 
Fun starts at 10:30 am 
March 6: Discover what your name means 
10:30 am/Oreo Cookie Day at 12:30 pm 
March 13: Hunt For the Pot Of Gold 10:30 am 
/Farkle at 12:30 pm 
March 20: Join Us For Plinko at 12:30 pm

BINGO - Check center schedule  
for dates & times   

FITNESS CLASS - Wed. at 11 am  
with Fitness Instructor Carole 

SEWING CLASS with Marlene 
Monday, March 4 at 11 am  
CHAIR YOGA with Jeril   

Thursday, March 26 at 10 am 
 

EASTER CRAFTS  
Mon., March 18 at 11 am and  
Tues. March 19 at 10:30 am  

with Gail & Phyllis  

he DAISY (Diseases Attacking the 
Immune System) award is part of a na-
tional nursing recognition program 

called the DAISY Foundation, founded in 
November 1999 by the family of J. Patrick 
Barnes who died at age 33 of complications 
of idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura. 
The nursing care that Patrick received 
while hospitalized profoundly touched his 
family. Today, The Foundation proudly 
honors nurses wherever they practice, in 
whatever role they serve, and throughout 
their careers – from nursing student 
through a lifetime of selfless service. The 
mission of the DAISY Foundation is to ex-
press gratitude to nurses and recognize 
them for the extraordinary compassionate, 
skillful care they provide patients and fam-
ilies. By honoring compassionate nurses, 
the Foundation reinforces the importance 
of compassion in health care. 
Alicia Hawk, the most recent DAISY re-

cipient from Punxsutawney Area Hospital 
(PAH), has been in the nursing field since 
1998. She has been a nurse technician, a li-
censed practical nurse (LPN), and for the 
past 21 years, a registered nurse (RN). Ali-
cia received her diploma in practical nurs-
ing from Indiana Career and Technology 
Center, an Associate of Science in Nursing 
from Lock Haven University, and a Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing from Clarion 
University. 
“Alicia Hawk is a tremendous nurse at 

PAH and is a highly respected team mem-
ber. She cares for PAH patients as a mater-
nity nurse and as a nursing supervisor 
leading staff,” said Paula Spack, Vice Pres-
ident of Patient Care Services at PAH. “We 
are thrilled to present the DAISY award to 
Alicia and recognize that PAH excels at 
nursing care because of nurses like Alicia.” 
When asked what her favorite thing about 

being a nurse is, Alicia said, “Being a nurse 
gives you an opportunity to positively im-
pact someone’s life during a vulnerable pe-
riod. To know you made a difference by 
providing someone with compassion and a 
little extra love is incredibly rewarding.  

“I do not consider being a nurse a job or a 
career; it’s not my work – it is my passion,” 
she added. 
Any nurse who works for PAH is eligible 

to be nominated for this prestigious award. 
Nomination forms can be found in various 
locations at the hospital. They are given to 
patients upon discharge, and the electronic 
form can be found on www.pah.org. The 
nomination forms are reviewed three times 
a year. Each nominated nurse will remain 
anonymous during the review, which is 
completed by an internal committee of the 
hospital. 
“Satisfaction is what I gain every day 

when I am working at PAH. Knowing that 
through all the physical and emotional 
stressors of being a nurse, I am making a 
difference is what really matters” contin-
ued Alicia. “I do not feel that I did anything 
extraordinary to receive this award.  I was 
just being me. I am incredibly honored and 
grateful to have been chosen as a DAISY 
Award Recipient.” 
The DAISY Foundation has created a spe-

cific set of guidelines to follow to deter-
mine what qualifies a nurse for a DAISY 
award. Alicia was nominated by a patient 
she cared for at PAH in the Expecting You 
Maternity Department. This patient experi-
enced Alicia’s kindness, compassion, and 
skill. Although Alicia may feel that she did 
not do anything extraordinary, she made a 
lasting impression on this patient and their 
family, went above and beyond what is ex-
pected of her, and truly made a difference 
in the life of this patient. PAH is proud to 
recognize her as a DAISY Award recipient. 
Nominations can be submitted at any 

time, there is no cutoff date for considera-
tion. DAISY recipients receive a pin, a 
“Healers Touch” sculpture, reduced prices 
for educational advancement opportunities, 
access to seminars and journals, and dis-
counts for various conferences for the en-
tire length of their career. For more 
information about the DAISY Award or to 
make a nomination, please visit 
https://www.pah.org/. 

• • • 
 

T

Punxsutawney Area Hospital’s newest Daisy Award recipient, Alicia Hawk (center), holds the 
“Healer’s Touch” sculpture while surrounded by family members (from left): her parents, Rick 
and Abby Snyder; her daughter, Idella Hawk; and her husband, Bill Hawk. (submitted photo)

Punxsutawney Area Hospital  
Recognizes Alicia Hawk as 

Newest DAISY Award Recipient
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Kathy Bouch 
REALTOR® 
(O) 814-938-3031 
(C) 814-590-1390 
kbouch@TPRSold.com

The Preferred Realty

Call me for all of your 
home buying and selling needs!

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Hometown Community 
Happenings

rom the staff of Hometown magazine and 
the Community Calendar at Punx-
sutawney.com, here is a list of events com-

ing up in our area: 
 n Hometown’s Super Football Contest Named 
Russ Bishop of Punxsutawney is the winner of 
Hometown’s Super Football Contest – the final 
football contest of the season! Russ predicted that 
the AFC’s representative – in this case, the Kansas 
City Chiefs – would win the Super Bowl, which 
was played on February 11, and that 47 total points 
would be scored. Russ was most certainly happy 
that the game went into overtime! Russ plans to re-
deem his gift card at Fox’s Pizza Den. Congratula-
tions, Russ! 
 n The Big Run Spring Peepers Banquet will 
be March 17 at the War Memorial. Tickets are re-
quired. Contact one of the committee members for 
more information.  
 n Punx’y Memorial Library’s Youth Pro-
grams have started. Visit or contact the library for 
registration information.  
 n The Salvation Army’s Club 3:16 youth pro-
gram has begun. Call 938-5530 or visit their Face-
book page for registration information. 
 n Free Income Tax Preparation is offered by 
Jefferson-Clarion Community Action’s VITA pro-
gram. Income limits do apply. Call (814) 226-4785, 
ext. 107, for more information.  
 n Support the Punx’y Memorial Library with 
the purchase of a T-shirt or hoodie. More informa-
tion can be found at www.punxsutawneylibrary.org 
or visit the library’s Facebook page.  
 n The Presbyterian Church of Punx’y is hold-
ing Mahjong Mondays, 10 a.m. to noon.  
 n The Punx’y Memorial Library will be guided 
by the action of the Punx’y school district during in-
clement weather. If the schools are on a 2-hour 
delay, the library also will be. If the schools are 
closed for the day, the library will decide by 11:30 
a.m. whether to open at noon or stay closed. The 
library will post a sign on the doors and updates on 
social media and its website.  
 n The Jefferson County History Center will 
open the Bowdish Railroad Display from noon to 
3 p.m. on the last Saturday of the month. 
 n Feb. 29: “Green Light” program for those 
with special needs, noon to 2 p.m., at First Church 
of God. Those attending must be accompanied. 
Call Dawn McKenrick at 939-1979 for informa-
tion.  
 n March 1: Blood Drive, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., at 
Cobblestone Hotel & Suites, benefits American 
Red Cross.  
 n March 1: Punx’y Hometown Market opens at 
the former Punx’y Shop ’n Save. The staff of 
Hometown magazine wishes them well in this new 
chapter of the store’s history. 
 n March 1 & 2: Grange’s Helping Hands free 
clothing. Friday, noon to 4 p.m., and Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at Grange Church of God.  
 n March 1, 2 &3: “Annie,” presented by the 
PAHS Drama and Musical Theater clubs, at 7 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday; 2 p.m. Sunday, at the PAHS au-
ditorium. Seating is $15 reserved, $10 general.  
 n March 2: Pancake & Sausage Breakfast, 7 to 
11 a.m., at Big Run War Memorial. Price is $8 for 
those 12 & over; $5 for 11 and under. Proceeds 
benefit Big Run Recreation. 
 n March 2: Free Carnival for veterans, active 
military & their families, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 
DuBois VFW Post 813, presented by Clearfield-
Jefferson Drug & Alcohol Commission. 
 n March 2: Dr. Seuss’ Birthday Celebration, 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m., at Punx’y Memorial Library. 
Seuss characters will be on hand to read with, and 
a Seuss-themed photo op area will be available all 
month. All ages welcome. 
 n March 2, 6, 16 & 20: Book donations accepted 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Punx’y Memorial Library. 
Limit 2 boxes or bags per person.  

 n March 4: Student Activities Expo at Punx-
sutawney Area Elementary School, 6 p.m. 
 n March 4, 11, 18 & 25: Adult Coloring Club at 
Punx’y Memorial Library. Bring your own sup-
plies or borrow some from the library. 
 n March 5: Blood Drive, 12:30 to 6 p.m., at 
Reynoldsville American Legion. Benefits the 
American Red Cross. 
 n March 5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, & 28: “Green 
Light” program for those with special needs, 
noon to 2 p.m., at First Church of God. Those at-
tending must be accompanied. Call Dawn McK-
enrick at 939-1979 for information.  
 n March 6: Evening Prayer Lenten Service, 
6:30 p.m., at First English Lutheran Church. 
 n March 6: Lenten Service, 7 p.m., at Woodland 
Ave. UMC, with DS Sung Chung. The theme of 
the UMC services is healing and refreshments will 
be offered. Offerings benefit the Crosstown Min-
istries Food Pantry. 
 n March 6 & 20:  Bingo at the Big Run Event 
Center, benefits the Big Run Area Vol. Fire Co. 
Doors open at 4 p.m., early bird games start at 6 
p.m. and regular games, at 6:30 p.m. Food & bev-
erages available. 
 n March 8: “Arrival” from Sweden, the music 
of Abba, at the Punx’y Area Community Center. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., showtime 7 p.m. Tickets on 
sale at the PACC office 9 a.m. to noon or go to tdk-
entertainment.com for information.  
 n March 9: Solid Rock Bundles of Blessings 
Free Clothing Ministry, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the 
parsonage next to Solid Rock Community Church, 
102 Church St., Big Run. Donations accepted by 
pre-arrangement only. 
 n March 9: Big Run B.R.A.N.C.H.H. food dis-
tribution, 11 a.m. to noon, at First Christian 
Church of Big Run.  
 n March 10: All You Can Eat Breakfast, 7 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Perry Township Vol. Fire Co. Adults, 
$10; kids, $5; under 5, free.  
 n March 10: Daylight Savings Time begins. 
Turn your clock ahead one hour. 
 n March 11: Catastrophic Book Club, 5:30 
p.m., at Punx’y Memorial Library. This month’s 
book is “The World Played Chess” by Robert 
Dugoni. Call the library at 938-5020 to reserve a 
copy.  
 n March 12: Blood Drive, noon to 5 p.m., at 
Sykesville Town Hall. Benefits American Red 
Cross. 
 n March 13: Friends of the Library meeting, 
6:30 p.m., at the Punx’y Memorial Library. New 
members welcome.  
 n March 13: Evening Prayer Lenten Service, 
6:30 p.m., at First English Lutheran Church. 
 n March 13: Lenten Service, 7 p.m., at Frost-
burg Hopewell UMC, with Pastor Jacob Penvose. 
 n March 15 & 22: Fish Dinner, 4 p.m., at 
Rossiter Vol. Fire Co., benefits the fire company. 
 n March 15 & 16: Punxsutawney Theatre Arts 
Guild show, “Do Not Go Gentle,” by Susan L. 
Zeder, 7:30 p.m., at Punx’y Presbyterian Church. 
 n March 16: Drop-In Storytime, 3 p.m., at 
Punx’y Memorial Library. Parents/guardians must 
remain in the library with their children under age 
10. 
 n March 16: BRANCHH Craft & Vendor 
Show, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Big Run War Memorial. 
Big Run Beta Sorority will run the kitchen. Pro-
ceeds from the Betas will benefit the community. 
 n March 16: Heart & Soul Metaphysical Expo 
of Punx’y, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Gobbler’s Knob, 
presented by Alena of Celebrate Every Step. $5 ad-
mission or bring a non-perishable snack item for 
Snacks to Grow On. 
 n March 17: St. Patrick’s Day! Wear some 
green. 

F

On-Line services available for  
Gift Shop & Genealogy 

FIND US AT: www.punxsyhistory.org 
EMAIL:  punxsyhistory@outlook.com 

Punxsutawney Area Historical & Genealogical Society, Inc.
Native American &  

Early Settler Exhibit, 
Groundhog Museum, 

Winslow Genealogical 
Suite, Tibby Library  

and Gift Shop Life Style  
1820-1950; 

Home,  
Service, Faith,  

Childhood,  
and more 

LATTIMER HOUSE 
400 W. Mahoning St.

BENNIS HOUSE 
401 W. Mahoning St.

NEW HOURS:  
Thurs., Fri. & Sat 1-4 p.m. 

*Advance appt. required for Genealogy Research

814-938-2555 

- Continued on next page

220 N. Jefferson Street 
814-938-1008

Punxsutawney area 
Community Center
• Movies Weekly  
• Fitness Center  
• FaCility rentals

HOURS: Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sat. & Sun. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Now  
located  
in the 

Punxsy 
Plaza!

See our Humidor filled with  
Imported Hand Rolled Cigars

569 W. Mahoning Street 814-938-0922

PLAY HERE... 
WE PAY HERE!

GREAT SELECTION AND GREAT PRICES ON...
CIGARETTES • SNUFF • TOBACCO 

CIGARS • VAPES • PIPES • KRATOM

MONEY ORDERS • ATM MACHINE

GO WITH 
THE PROS

Why Call FM Cleaning?

Carpet is the single biggest investment 
in your home. Treat it with respect!

• Carpets • Upholstery  
• Tile & Grout • Wood 
• Oriental Rugs • Floors  
• Duct Cleaning

Call For A 
Free Estimate

FMCLEANING  
SERVICES

814-427-5255 or toll free 1-800-525-5283

We promise you good old-fashion service, 
a commitment to quality at affordable 

prices with a 100% guarantee!
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588 W. Mahoning St. 
Punxsutawney

Let us take care of your vehicle 
We offer a full line of 

Auto Repairs 
WE'VE GOT TIRES!

CARULLI AUTO 
SALES & SERVICE

938-9584

www.hometownmarket.biz

Fresh Bakery, Deli & Fruits 
We Sell Only U.S.D.A. Choice  

Beef, Pork, Lamb and Veal

938-2821

FULL SERVICE 
SUPER MARKET

Groundhog Plaza, Punx’y

Mon.-Sat. 7 am - 9 pm 
Sun. 7 am - 6 pm

TRY THE REAL TASTE OF BEEF

Ted’s  
Meat Market

large selection of local farm fresh beef & pork

814-653-2147 CREDIT CARDS  
ACCEPTED

No water or chemicals added to our fresh products

Owned & Operated by Ted Palumbo & Sons

Mon-Wed 8-5, Thur-Fri 8-6; Sat 8-12 
1 1/4 mi East of Reynoldsville on 4th St. 
or 6 mi West of DuBois on Wayne Road

• Package Deals • Party Trays • Meat & Cheese 
• Old-Fashioned Sugar-Cured Hickory Smoked Ham

Have a 
GREAT  

Festival 

814-618-5653 
207 Hampton ave., Punx’y 

orDer online at  
foxspizza.com/store/pennsylvania/ 

punxsutawney-pa  
Closed Mon. • Tue. - Thurs. 10:30-8,  

Fri. & Sat. 10:30-9 •  Sun.11-8 

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

Home 
of the 

Big 
Daddy

GIVEAWAY RULES 

1. Complete the coupon on this page. 

2. Guess the winning team and the total number of 
points you think will be scored in the Penguins vs. 
Sharks Game and enter the guesses in the spaces  
provided on the coupon. 

3. Enter one of the participating advertisers on this page 
in the space provided to redeem your coupon should 
you be the contest winner. 

4. Clip and forward the coupon to: ‘Penguins Hockey 
Contest,’ c/o Hometown magazine, 129 Aspen Road, 
Punxsutawney, PA 15767.  PLEASE MARK 
YOUR TEAM PICK & TOTAL 
POINTS ON THE OUTSIDE OF 
THE ENVELOPE. 

5.  All entries must be received by 4 p.m. Monday, 
March 11. 

6. No purchase necessary to participate.  All entries  
must be original magazine coupon (no photocopies).   

7. In the event two or more contestants correctly pick 
the winning team and total number of points, one winner 
will be randomly selected and awarded the winning prize. 
In event two or more contestants tie for closest to the 
total score, one winner will be randomly selected to win 
the $20 certificate.  Each issue we will give one $20  
certificate. 

8. Hometown magazine retains the right to make any 
final decisions regarding the contest, and by submitting an 
entry, contestants agree to abide by the rules of the con-
test.

Penguins vs. Sharks 
Thur., March 14 • 7 p.m.

Hometown magazine ‘Penguins Hockey Giveaway’: 
Complete, Clip, Drop off or Mail to: Steelers Football Contest 

c/o Hometown magazine, 129 Aspen Road, Punxsutawney, PA 15767 

Name __________________________________  
Address ________________________________  
Zip ____________________________________  
Phone __________________________________  
Coupon for Game of Thur., March 14 

Step 1: Guess the Winning Team: 
      __ Penguins vs.   __ Sharks 
Step 2: Guess the Total Points that will be 
Scored in that Game: _______ Total Points 
Step 3: Should I win, I would like to redeem 
my merchandise certificate at: 
(List b  usiness from this page) _____________________

TO QUALIFY FOR THE CONTEST YOU MUST MARK YOUR TEAM PICK & TOTAL POINTS ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE  ENVELOPE. ONLY ONE ENTRY PER ENVELOPE.

(“From Our Past,” researched by S. Thomas 
Curry, features items of interest from past edi-
tions of Punxsutawney and area newspapers.)             
February 17, 1904 — Dr. Johansson, of 

Walston, had a narrow escape from serious 
injury last Saturday night as he was alight-
ing from a street car near the City Hotel. 
Dr. Johansson was facing east and just as 
he stepped from the street car, Dr. Walters 
came up behind in his automobile. The ma-
chine was being sent along at a rapid clip 
and before it could be stopped a collision 
occurred. Dr. Johansson was tossed into the 
air and he came to earth again at a point 
several feet from where he was standing. 
Upon making an inventory of his injuries 
none of them were found to be a serious na-
ture. A number of bruises were quite 
painful. (Punxsutawney Spirit) 
Note: The City Hotel was located on the 

corner of East Mahoning and South Gilpin 
streets facing west toward the Public Park 
which is now named Barclay Square. 
March 4, 1903 — The Eutopia Society of 

Reynoldsville, consisting of a number of 
ladies, together with their husbands paid a 
visit to Punxsutawney last Friday evening 
and took supper at the Pantall Hotel. They 
made the trip via the trolley road in a spe-
cial car and the supper served was specially 
ordered for the occasion. It was to be re-
gretted the weather was so bad that the vis-
itors could not get out to see Punxsutawney 
by electric light, (Punxsutawney News) 
Note: A Eutopia Society in early 1900s 

believed in a more perfect society where 
pain and poverty are eliminated. 
March 10, 1886 — The frog that has been 

thumping his cold nose against the ice all 
winter, will soon have an opportunity of 
giving some of his melodious spring solos. 
After a rest of months, he will be able to 
appear before the public with his voice very 
much improved in strength and volume. 
(Valley News) 
Note: This frog lore is the source of in-

formation for the Big Run Peepers celebra-
tion in late March. 
March 11, 1914 — From Horatio to near 

Valier, a large load of young people jour-
neyed in a tally ho last evening with Clyde 
Allabran as pilot. The thirteen youngsters 
and chaperones enjoyed a luncheon, music, 
games, etc. at the home of John Postle-
waite. (Punxsutawney Spirit) 
Note: In the early 1900s with dirt roads, a 

popular people-mover was a “tally ho.” It 
was a large carriage pulled by two or more 
horses, especially for special occasions. 
March 19, 1902 — This is the sassafras 

season, when the small boy hies himself 
forth with mattock and gunny sack and digs 
up the medicinal root and sells it at 5 cents 
per bunch. A man’s afflictions are many, 
and to escape them he drinks sassafras tea 
in the spring time. It cleans his blood and 
makes him to rise up at the voice of the 
bird, buoyant with vigorous life. What gin-
seng is to the Chinaman, sassafras is to the 
American. (Punxsutawney News)  

• • •

 n March 17: All You Can Eat Breakfast, 7 a.m. 
to noon, at McCalmont Township Fire Hall in Anita. 
Adults, $10; kids 5-12, $5; kids 4 & under, free. 
 n March 19: First Day of Spring! 
 n March 20: Mr. Rogers’ Birthday Celebration, 
4 to 6 p.m., at the Punx’y Memorial Library, a fun 
family night of stories, songs, videos, and sidewalk 
chalk. Wear your cardigans! 
 n March 20: Drive-Through Community Din-
ner, 4 p.m., at Punx’y Presbyterian Church. Enter 
the alley off East Mahoning St. beside the hotel and 
drive toward Union St. Meals will be handed to the 
driver. The meal will include an entrée to heat at 
home and a dessert.  
 n March 20: Evening Prayer Lenten Service, 
6:30 p.m., at First English Lutheran Church. 
 n March 20: Lenten Service, 7 p.m., at Punx’y 
Grace UMC, with Pastor Ronnie Cox. 
 n March 23: Smicksburg Spring Open House, 
various businesses around town.  
 n March 23: Hunter-Trapper Education 
Course, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Heritage House, 
Brookville. See the PA Game Commission website 
for registration information. 
 n March 24: Palm Sunday.  
 n March 24: Crosstown UMC combined Palm 
Sunday service with children’s play, 10 a.m., at 
Punx’y Grace UMC. 
 n March 24: Easter Egg Hunt, 1 p.m., at Rossiter 
ballfield, sponsored by the Rossiter Vol. Fire Co. 
 n March 26: Book Sale at Punx’y Memorial Li-
brary, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., give a donation. 
 n March 26: Punx’y Memorial Library will host 
author Robin Lee Behl, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., who 
will discuss her book, “Price Per Barrel: The Human 
Cost of Extraction,” which features Punxsutawney 
in chapter. 16.  
 n March 28: Crosstown UMC Holy Thursday 
service, 7 p.m., at Woodland Ave. UMC. 
 n March 29: Good Friday. 
 n March 29: Spring Windsock Craft, self-
guided, at Punx’y Weather Discovery Center, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., with paid admission. 
 n March 29: Crosstown UMC Good Friday 
service, noon, at Frostburg Hopewell UMC. 
 n March 30: Mentored Youth Trout Day in PA, 
8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. See the PA Fish Commission 
website for license requirements. 
 n March 31: Easter Sunday! Celebrate the 
Risen Christ! 
 n March 31: Easter Sunrise services, 6:45 a.m., 
at Frostburg UMC & 7:30 a.m. at Punx’y Grace 
UMC. 
 n March 31: Easter Worship services: 9 a.m. at 
Woodland Ave. & Hamilton UMCs, 10 a.m. at 
Punx’y Grace UMC, and 11:15 a.m. at Frostburg 
and Valier UMCs. 
 n April 6: First Day of Trout season, get your 
fishing license.  
 n The Run or Walk for Someone Special will 
be April 14. Contact The Arc of Jefferson & 
Clearfield Counties for more information. 
  n Tickets may be available for the Big Run Area 
Vol. Fire Co.’s Spring Gun Raffle on April 6 at 
the Big Run Event Center. Check with any fire-
fighter. 
 n The Citizens Band of Punx’y will begin re-
hearsals for the 2024 season on April 2, from 6:30 
to 8 p.m., at First English Lutheran Church. New 
members are welcome. Rehearsals will continue 
Tuesday evenings.  
 n The Punx’y Memorial Library no longer has 
access to Heritage Quest. Patrons will be able to ac-
cess genealogy sources provided by POWER Li-
brary’s My Heritage Library Edition located on the 
library’s website. A valid library card is needed.  
*If your church will celebrate a milestone anniver-
sary, such as the 50th anniversary of its founding, 
please let Hometown know about it. Such longevity 
should be recognized with a story! You can email 
Hometown@punxsutawneymagazine.com. 

• • •

Continued from previous
Hometown Community 
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$3999Sale

48" Cargo Deluxe 
Gun Case

CDGC48-1

MARCH 15-16-17

$17999
SALE

RFL Mark II 
22LR

26700
$1399
SALEBlazer Brass 

9mm 15gr FMJ
9AP

$14999
SALE

Vantage 4-12x40 

14139

DUPLEX  
RETICLE

(814) 765-4652 • 1-800-838-2627 (BOBS) 
www.bobsarmynavy.com

SALE HOURS: Friday 9-9, Saturday 9-5, Sunday 11-4

229 East Market St. 
Downtown Clearfield 

STOP IN FOR GIVEAWAYS & PRIZES
SIGN UP FOR THE ONE GUN A DAY  
& CHAMPION GUN SAFE RAFFLES 

No purchase needed, must sign up in store

CABIN FEVER SALE IS BACK!!

Visit us on  
Facebook

NOW CELEBRATING 75 
YEARS IN THE COMMUNITY

COME IN AND CHECK OUT OTHER SUPER DEALS

$800
SALE

Mesquite  
Shotgun Case

44307-EV

$1199
SALE

Pistol Rug BD600SRN
Serenity camo 

25% OFF

CAMPING & FISHING 
10% OFF Select Brands

25% OFF SELECT 
CLOTHING

V2  
Bowfishing Kit

Bowfishing 
Reel

7026

1193

CROSSBOW BAGS 40% OFF
UP TO 20% OFF   

$49999
SALE

223wylde  
AR-15

223WYBR0009 

$999
SALE

SCPM556BAGBL 

$32999
SALE

Axis 243 Compact 20”

57245 

$34998
SALE

HG Charger 
22LR Pistol04931 

$31599
SALE

with Target and Case 31128 

30rd 556 
Magazine

10/22 Carbine 
22LR 

CHAMPION 
SAFES

CHECK IN STORE FOR EXCLUSIVE DEALS

25% 

OFF

25% 

OFF

SELECT BOOTS
40% OFF

ALL INSULATED BOOTS
25% OFF

While supplies last. Sale price in store only - no ordering products at sale prices.

25% OFF
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Finger foods • Deli, Cheese & Relish trays 
Sandwiches • Cakes • Cookies  

       Wine • Balloons • Flowers & more  
www.hometownmarket.biz

F.O. Eagles 1231 
Punxsutawney 

We are the perfect place for your next gathering. 

Upstairs or  
Downstairs 

 depending on the 
number of guests 

~ Minimum 50 
 up to 215 persons 

WEDDING RECEPTIONS • SHOWERS  
BANQUETS • CLASS REUNIONS 

NOW BOOKING FOR 2024-25
238 E. Mahoning St. 

Punxsy 
Call Michele DeHaven  

938-9976

Specialty Cakes & Cookies  
for All Occasions  

CATERING FOR ANY SIZE  
OF GATHERING 

HOMEMADE FAMILY RECIPES 
 

Weddings 
Parties

Graduation 
Funerals

126 W. Mahoning St.  
Downtown Punxsutawney

Roseman’s
FLORIST & GIFTS

Your personal florist.
We don’t just create bouquets  

– we create emotions.  
We care for your important moments 

whatever the occasion,  
our flowers will make it special. 

814-938-7364

Mark & Bobbi Young, Owners

lans for another Punxsutawney The-
atre Arts Guild (PTAG) season are un-
derway. The troupe, just one year 

away from a milestone anniversary, prepares 
an exciting 2024 season starting off with 
“Do Not Go Gentle.” The comedy/drama, 
by Suzan Zeder, is a very thought-provok-
ing and moving piece. The performances are 
scheduled for March 15 and March 16, 
2024, at the Presbyterian Church, located at 
the corner of Union and Findley streets. 
Showtimes are set for 7:30 p.m. Tickets pur-
chased at the door as well as 2024 Patron 
Tickets are honored. 
“Do Not Go Gentle” is described as fol-

lows: Lillian Boedecker Barron is 84 years 
old, vibrant, funny, wise, and recently de-
ceased! During her lifetime, Lillian shared 
a special, long-distance bond with her 
granddaughter, Kelly, and suffered an es-
trangement from her son Windsor, a colonel 
in the Air Force, as he moved his family 
from base to base all over the world. After 
her death, Lillian discovers that she cannot 
“move on” until the rifts are somehow 
mended.  
Windsor and Kelly come from overseas to 

settle Lillian’s affairs and are aghast to dis-
cover that the walls of her house have been 
painted with wild, sometimes humorous, 
sometimes horrific murals and drawings. As 
they unravel secrets of the paintings, the two 
make astonishing discoveries about them-
selves and a special relationship between 
Lillian and a neighborhood child. 
This powerful, poignant play explores the 

wonder of words and the transformative 
power of art as it offers humor and hope to 
anyone who is, or has ever been, a grand-
parent, parent, or a child. The cast of the 
show, already in rehearsal, are Debra Dins-
more, Ilona Fye, Michael Shaffer, Peyton 
Stewart, Morgan Barrett, and Beckett Can-
non. 
Guild president Jef Dinsmore states, “This 

first play of the season offers up a range of 
characters of different ages, which is always 
nice. Plus, it easily lands comedic moments 
to what on the surface looks like a sad story. 
The word ‘sad’ is the last word I would use 
to describe this play. It tells us all how to 
make the most of life, how to love, to for-
give, and to be emboldened to tell our story. 
This play is enriching theatrical storytelling 
at its best and we dare you to come experi-
ence it.” 
He continues, “It is always a challenge to 

rally the troupe back into action for a new 
season; each year it gets harder to do as our 
numbers dwindle. Volunteerism is not what 
it used to be, here or anywhere. This year we 
managed to get three great titles that will 
hopefully engage our talent pool, energize 
our directors, and draw in eager audiences. 
It all leads off with ‘Do Not Go Gentle.’” 
Dinsmore goes on to say, “But that is not 

all. PTAG hopes to present two more titles 
in 2024, pending royalty approval. Coming 
off a successful run of ‘Drinking Habits’ by 
Tom Smith last summer, the troupe hopes to 
stage ‘Drinking Habits 2: Caught in the Act’ 
in 2024. The final offering the troupe hopes 
to stage is entitled ‘The Gospel According 
to Thomas Jefferson, Charles Dickens and 
Count Leo Tolstoy: Discord’ by Scott Carter. 
This battle of wits is brilliant! More on these 
shows later in the year.” 
All three shows in the Theatre Arts Guild 

season are for the town’s enjoyment. Those 
interested can either subscribe to the whole 
season by becoming a patron or tickets can 
be bought at the door on show nights. For 
more information about “Do Not Go Gen-
tle” and the 2024 season contact the Punx-
sutawney Theatre Arts Guild via 
www.punxsytheatre.org, by contacting any 
Guild member, or by calling Mr. Dinsmore 
at (814) 938-0378. Theater is alive in Punx-
sutawney! 

• • • 

P

Theatre Arts Guild  
Begins 49th Season

he Punxsutawney Community Center will 
be the place to be Friday evening, March 
8, as ARRIVAL from Sweden: The Music 
of ABBA takes the stage. The doors will 

open at 6 p.m., and the show will start at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are on sale at the Community Center, 
220 North Jefferson Street, from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Ticket prices are $50, $60, and $70 (not in-
cluding administrative and processing fees). For 
more information about the concert, please call 
(814) 938-9632 or visit the website of TDK En-
tertainment (tdk-entertainment.com). 
ARRIVAL from Sweden was founded by 

Vicky Zetterberg in 1995 in Gothenburg, Swe-
den, and soon became one of the world’s most 
popular ABBA tribute bands. Since its start in 
1995, the band has toured in 70 countries and 
has appeared on TV and radio shows all over 
the world. Since 2005, ARRIVAL from Swe-
den has made 86 successful tours in the United 
States. 
ARRIVAL from Sweden: The Music of 

ABBA has sold out arenas and venues all over 
the world and is the best and most authentic 
ABBA tribute show. ARRIVAL members sing 
hits like: “Dancing Queen,” “Mamma Mia,” 
“Does Your Mother Know,” “Take A Chance,” 

“SOS,” “The Winner Takes It All,” “Knowing 
Me Knowing You,” and many more!  
This production offers all the features of a 

great ABBA show: lovely costumes, talented 
musicians, and breathtaking singers. Millions 
of people all around the world have celebrated 
this show as the best ABBA show in the world; 
in fact, this is the only ABBA show the world 
needs! ARRIVAL from Sweden is the closest 
anyone will ever get to seeing ABBA itself! 

• • • 

T

ABBA Tribute Show  
Coming to Punx’y

Rt. 310, Elk Run Ave. 
Punxsutawney 

The Area’s Favorite Family Restaurant

FEATURING 
ITALIAN 

AMERICAN 
CUISINE  

BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE!
938-8060Tuesday - Saturday 11 am - 9 pm 

 Closed Sunday and Monday 

ASK ABOUT OUR PRIVATE DINING ROOMS FOR 
YOUR PARTY, RECEPTION OR SPECIAL EVENT - CALL TODAY!

Check out these local 
                 businesses 
                  for your 
                wedding 
                planning 
                 needs &  

               much more

5820 Rt. 119 Hwy. North 
Home, PA 

724-397-2089

The “Home” Made 
restaurant
& catering

Tuesday- Sunday  
8 am to 7 pm 

 Closed Mondays

Check Out 
Our Daily 

Specials on 
Facebook!
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Michael G. McIntyre, Jr. of New Washington 
October 20, 1971 - January 19, 2024 
Michael was born to Michael G., Sr., and Judith K. 

(Metcalf) McIntyre. 
Mike attended Calvary Baptist Church. He was a 

self-employed truck driver and owned 
McIntyre Supply, Sales and Service. He 
also was a mechanic and truck driver 
for Hugill Sanitation. He was proud 
when he reached the 3-million-mile 
driving milestone, driving over 5 mil-

lion miles in his lifetime. Mike loved spending time 
with his family and helping others. 

He is survived by his wife Tara (Kaspick) McIn-
tyre; two daughters, Mallory McIntyre and Mandie 
McIntyre; two sons, Zack McIntyre and Dalton 
McIntyre; a grandson, RJ; his father, Michael G. 
McIntyre, Sr.; a sister, Sherri VanTreas; a niece Sarah 
VanTreas; and a nephew, Tyler Harrison. 

He was preceded in death by his mother, Judith K. 
(Metcalf) McIntyre, and his first wife, Angela McIn-
tyre-Silva. 

McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Edward D. Leasure of Marion Center 
June 14, 1948 - January 20, 2024 
Ed was a Veteran of the Vietnam War, serving two 

different tours with the United States 
Army.  He was a member of the Indi-
ana VFW, Post 1989 and Franklin Coon 
and Fox Hunting Club. Ed worked for 
IUP in the maintenance department. 

Ed enjoyed being outdoors, hunting, 
fishing, gardening, camping,  bluegrass music festi-
vals, NASCAR, and dirt track racing. One of Ed’s 
favorite things to do was to grow out his beard and 
dress as Santa. (His wife would dress as Mrs. Claus.) 
Everywhere he went; he made new friends. He loved 
visiting with his family and friends, especially his 
nieces and nephews and their children. 

He is survived by his wife, Betty (Reitz) Leasure, 
and her son, Dan Phillips.  

Ed has a daughter, Gretchen Anderson; four grand-
children, Jonah Guiterrez and Emily, Andrew, and 
Isacc Anderson; and two great-grandchildren. Ed is 
survived by four sisters, Elaine Harkins, Mona Belle 
Davis, Beckie (Tim) Nicholson, Debbie (Chris) Bar-
ber; a brother, Robert “Bob” (Lois) Leasure; and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, and extended family. 

Ed was preceded in death by his parents, Harry and 
Mary Belle (Ryen) Leasure; three brothers, Clifford 
“Bud,” Dennis “Duck,” and Kenneth Leasure; a sis-
ter, Sylvia “Sis” Work; and a niece and three 
nephews. 

McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Jonathan R. Pierce of Rossiter 
April 24, 1989 - January 23, 2024 
Jonathan was a 2008 graduate of the Punxsutawney 

Area High School, then attended McCann School of 
Business earning an associate degree in medical lab-

oratory technology. Jonathan worked as 
a lab technician at the Punxsutawney 
Area Hospital.  
He valued his relationship with Jesus 

and was an active member of the First 
Church of God in Punxsutawney. He 

volunteered his time at the church with the audio and 
video crew during services, with Caring and Shar-
ing for Kids, was a counselor at Celebrate Recovery. 
In his youth, he was a Make-A-Wish child and a 
Hunt of a Lifetime recipient. According to his 
nephew Miles, he was a perfect uncle. Jonathan en-
joyed playing video games, cooking, baking pies, 
and playing games with his cousins, painting and 
tending his vegetable garden with his father.  
Jonathan was a longtime EPP and cancer survivor. 

He was documented numerous times in medical 
journals where his procedures were groundbreaking. 
He was known to say, “As long as this helps one per-
son, it’s worth it.” Jonathan was an organ donation 
advocate. He received his liver transplant from 
Colleen and his kidney transplant from his sister, 
Jaimie.  
He is survived by his parents, John B. and Penny 

(Janocha) Pierce; a sister, Jaimie A.  (Matthew) 
Pierce Hedrick; a nephew, Miles James Hedrick; and 
grandmother, Patricia “Bubba” Janocha. He is also 
survived by many loving aunts, uncles, extended 
family members, and his cat, Carmel. 
He was preceded in death by his maternal grandfa-

ther, John “Judda” Janocha; paternal grandparents, 
Harold Pierce and Clara Jane (Shields) Pierce; and an 
uncle, Jim Janocha. 
McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Ruth E. Rummerfield 
July 8, 1965 - January 24, 2024, 
On October 15, 2011, Ruth married E. Jerry Rum-

merfield, who survives. 
Ruth served in the United States Army Reserves. 

She enjoyed spending time with her grandchildren, 
cooking, and knitting. She attended the Grange 
Church of God. 
In addition to her husband, she is survived by two 

sons, Steven J. Belisky, and Brandyn (Tiffany) 
Belisky; seven grandchildren, Landyn, Bayleigh, and 
Chase Belisky, Emma and William L. Belisky, Gage 
Matthews, and Cameron McKeal; and four brothers 
and three sisters. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, Lois L. 

(Gromley) and William O. Smith. 
Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
www.deeleyfuneralhome.com. 

u 
Sara B. Kitchen of Mahaffey 
September 10, 1937 - January 26, 2024 

 Sara was a beautician. She is survived 
by two sons, Ronald E. (Kerri) Kitchen, 
Jr., and Robert K. Kitchen; a daughter, 
Debra J. ( Edward) Solley; 10 grand-
children; 16 great-grandchildren; three 
great-great-grandchildren; and a sister, 

Beatrice Hilliard. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, John M. 

and Mildred (McMurry) Spaid of Spangler; her hus-
band of 68 years, Ronald E. Kitchen; and eight sib-
lings. 

McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Andrew J. “Jack” Lingenfelter of Punxsutawney 
July 4, 1932 - January 26, 2024 

Jack was first married to Deanna 
(Chapman) Lingenfelter, who preceded 
him in death on June 21, 1993. He then 
married Beverly (Roseman-Smith) Lin-
genfelter on June 10, 1995, who sur-
vives. 

Jack served in the United States Army. 
He was a 1949 graduate of the Punxsutawney High 

School. He was a member of the Grace United 
Methodist Church of Punxsutawney. Jack worked 
for  T.W. Phillips Gas and Oil and retired as superin-
tendent in 1996. 

Jack served as Chairman of the Sesquicentennial 
Celebration, a founding member of the Chamber of 
Commerce, served on the Punxsutawney Hospital 
Board, was instrumental within the Weather Discov-
ery Center. He coached for the Groundhog Little 
League and was awarded with the Punxsutawney 
Man of the Year in 1991. 

In addition to his wife Beverly, surviving relatives 
include two children, son Dr. Kyle (Suzanne) Lin-
genfelter and daughter Stacey (Dale) Kopnitsky; 
three step-children, David Smith, Julie (Mike) 
Dickey, and Daniel (Mindy) Smith; four grandchil-
dren, Taylor (Katlyn) Kopnitsky, Austin Kopnitsky, 
Nathan Lingenfelter, and Mia Lingenfelter; eight 
step-grandchildren, Zak Dickey, Alyson Dickey, 
Alexis Serian, Tiana Smith Snyder, Janessa Smith 
Geer, and Isaiah, Olivia, and Adin Bish; one great-
granddaughter Eleanor Kopnitsky; two step-great-
granddaughters, Natalie and Maya Snyder; a brother 
Bruce Lingenfelter; and step-sister Claudia Marchese 
and husband Tony. 

In addition to his first wife, Deanna, and his par-
ents, Eleanor (Mann) Lingenfelter King and Neff 
Parnell Lingenfelter, Jack was preceded in death by 
three brothers, Robert, Ronald, and Richard Lingen-
felter. 

Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
www.deeleyfuneralhome.com. 

u 
Theola M. Amundson of Punxsutawney 
January 26, 1930 - January 27, 2024 
Theola retired in 2006 after working for 50 years 

as an optometric technician. She worked for Dr. 
Douglas P. MacMillan for 47 years and then 3 years 
with Dr. Nathan Stebbins.  She wrote two optometry 
manuals and was the past president of the Pennsyl-
vania Pari-Optometric Association. 

She attended the United Church of Christ and en-
joyed cooking, knitting, crocheting, reading, and 
loved spending time with her family. 

She is survived by  daughter, Bobbie Tinker; grand-
daughter, Thea (Patrick) Richardson and grandson 
Adam Mohney; three great-grandchildren, Hunter 
Richardson, Katherine Richardson, and Lily Mohney. 

In addition to her parents, Nellie E. (Hobba) and 

Earl K. Payne, she was preceded in death by six sib-
lings, Alva Hunter, Maxine Novak, Ken Payne, John 
Payne, James Payne, and William Payne. 
Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
www.deeleyfuneralhome.com. 

u 
Tina M. Frye of Marion Center 
August 19, 1978 - February 2, 2024 
Tina was born to Dennis and Mary 

(Rupert) Frye. 
Tina’s passion was her family. She 

loved her children and visiting with her friends.  
Tina is survived by four children, Kerry L. Frye, 

Austin M. Frye, Ashley M. Frye, and Dustin J. Frye-
Gardner; her father, Dennis Frye; three sisters, Dawn 
Farewell, Krissy Frye, Michelle Brooks; two broth-
ers, Jay Frye and Shawn (Melinda) Frye; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. 
McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Rev. Rodney O. Doughty of Punxsutawney 
August 18, 1953 - February 2, 2024 
Rev. Doughty  attended Mt. Vernon College and 

graduated from Asbury Theological Seminary. He 
was in the ministry for over 35 years and was called 
into the ministry at a young age. He followed his ma-
ternal grandparents and uncle into the role of pastor. 
He pastored Steffey Chapel, Covode, Cloe, and 
North Point Methodist churches.  
Rodney was a lifelong member of the Punx-

sutawney Central Fire Department with his passion 
being with the fire police. He enjoyed spending time 
with his grandchildren, especially his granddaughter 
Bella.  
He is survived by his wife, Brenda (Hayden) 

Doughty; a daughter, Amanda (Dwight) Doughty 
Snowberger; a son, Paul A. Doughty; three grand-
children, Steven Snowberger, Deborah Snowberger, 
and Bella Pearce; and a sister, Barbara (Kevin) 
Waronek; and several nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, Ralph and 

Helen (Jenkins) Doughty.  
McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Ralph J. Bunnell of Punxsutawney 

November 24, 1953 - February 7, 
2024 
Ralph was a 1971 graduate of the 

Punxsutawney High School then 
earned a degree in social studies from 
IUP in 1977. Ralph taught high school 

in Honduras in the ’70s. He worked as a manager at 
Wolf’s Furniture store, a salesman at Johnston Fur-
niture, was the owner of Harl-Bunnell Shoe Store 
from 1989 to 1996, served as a manager for the Orig-
inal Mattress Factory in the Pittsburgh, and then 
moved back to the Punxsutawney area and worked 
part-time at Wendy’s. 
He loved to run and helped coach cross-country and 

enjoyed working with the kids. Ralph was a great 
salesman and enjoyed talking with people.  
In addition to his wife, Florence E. “Flo” Bunnell, 

he is survived by several cousins, nieces, nephews, 
and in-laws. 

Providing Families the Best Care at Their Worst Time

Affordable Selections 
Advanced Planning 

Life Insurance Waldron 
FUNERAL HOME

McCabe 
FUNERAL HOME INC.

114 Maple Ave. , Punxsutawney  
 814-938-0400

831 Market Street, Mahaffey  
814-277-9911

Andrew R. Philliber  
Supervisor, Owner, Funeral Director 

Andrew R. Philliber 
Funeral Director

mccabewaldronfh.com
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Alex J. Park  
Owner,  

Funeral Director  
Supervisor  

"Serving the community we live in."

33 Hillcrest Dr., Punxsutawney 

(814) 938-5400 
www.deeleyfuneralhome.com

Jacob T. d’Argy 
OWNER /  FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Kelsey E. Makin 
SUPERVISOR /  FUNERAL DIRECTOR  

Call to make an appointment to prearrange, meet staff  
members, tour any of our facilies or for any other questions.

dargyfh.com  
 117 N. Jefferson St.,  

Punxsutawney

814-938-8200

Shawn (Dana) London. 
In addition to his parents, Delores D. (Burkett) and 

Irvin M. London, he was preceded in death by a 
daughter, Amber London, and a brother Doug Lon-
don. 
Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Malcolm B. “Bud” Dunkel, Jr. of Punxsutawney 

September 20, 1930 – February 9, 
2024 

Malcolm B. “Bud” Dunkel, Jr., 93, a 
son of the late Malcolm B. Dunkel, Sr., 
and Alma Dasher Dunkel, passed away 
February 9, 2024, peacefully with his 

wife, Minta, and daughter, Kathy, at his side. 
Bud and the former Minta Belle Cessna married on 

March 5, 1955. 
Bud graduated from Penn State University in 1952 

with a degree in art education. He then enlisted in 
the U.S. Air Force during the Korean War and at-
tended the U.S. Air Force Aviation Cadet Program. 
Bud graduated as a jet fighter pilot in 1954. Stationed 
in Guam, Bud was joined by Minta, and they started 
their family. In 1957, Bud settled in Punxsutawney 
with his wife and young son, taking over the opera-
tions of Dunkel Roofing Company from his father. 
Bud was the owner/operator of Dunkel Roofing 
Company for 35 years. 
Bud served on many boards and committees dur-

ing his lifetime as a resident of Punxsutawney. It was 
not unusual for him to become president of the or-
ganization in which he served. These organizations 
and committees included: the March of Dimes, the 
American Red Cross, Kiwanis Club, Punxsutawney 
YMCA, the Punxsutawney Planning and Zoning 
Commission during the early stages of the Punx-
sutawney Master Plan, the development of Harmon 
Park Recreation Area, the Committee to Lobby the 
Punxsutawney Borough Council to provide the first 
millage specifically used for recreation, the Chair-
man of the Property Tax Assessment Program in Jef-
ferson County, the House Committee Chairman of 
the Punxsutawney Country Club Board of Directors, 
the Barclay Park Bandstand Committee, the Barclay 
Park Trust Committee, and the Punxsutawney 
Groundhog Club Inner Circle. Bud was named the 
Punxsutawney Man of the Year in 1997. 
Bud also served on the council of the First English 

Lutheran Church, where he taught Sunday School 
classes for youth and adults. 
In addition to his wife, Minta, Bud is survived by 

four children and their spouses, all of Punxsutawney: 
Douglas (Melissa) B. Dunkel; Kevin (Terri) L. 
Dunkel; Kathy (Richard) L. Fairman; and Thomas 
(Kimberly) A. Dunkel; 11 grandchildren, Dina and 
Ben Crana; Mary and Justin Travis; Chelsey Dunkel; 
David and Alicia Dunkel; Amy and Reggie Weaver; 
Amanda and Travis Stom; Max and Sami Fairman; 
Emily and Eli McDivitt; Katelyn and Bob Wingert 
; Cooper Fairman; and Caroline Dunkel and Spencer 
Levy; and 15 great grandchildren. Bud is survived 
by a sister, Elizabeth (Levi) Miller, along with sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 
 In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death 

by his sister Helen Matulas and her husband, Vince. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Doris R. 
(Crawford) and J. Richard Bunnell; a brother, Paul 
Crawford; in-laws, Frank and Jane Harl; and broth-
ers-in-law, Bob Billings and Jim Dunlap. 
Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Gail Rolls, 85 of Littlestown 
Gail passed away on February 7, 

2024 
Gail attended Saints Cosmas & 

Damian Roman Catholic School then 
graduated from the Pittsburgh Hospital 

School of Nursing. She worked in Maryland at Fred-
erick Memorial Hospital, Frederick County Public 
Schools, and the Frederick County Health Depart-
ment. She is remembered for her dedicated volunteer 
work as an athletic trainer at Governor Thomas 
Johnson High School and the impact she made 
spearheading the importance of having a paid ath-
letic trainer at all high school sporting events in Fred-
erick County. Gail was inducted into the Alvin G. 
Quinn Sports Hall of Fame in 1997. 
She enjoyed visiting and collecting lighthouses and 

seashells, she belonged to the U.S. and Outer Banks 
Lighthouse Societies, taking trips to clean the Fres-
nel lenses. She would frequently be seen with a cam-
era draped around her neck.  
Gail is survived by her children, Elaine Berry (Ron 

Cekovich), Dave (Niccole) Rolls, Emily (Jerry) 
Kephart, and Ellen (Arthur) Rollman; sister, Judy 
Sisk; grandchildren, Dave Berry, Megan (Tivoli) 
Berryoung, Nicholas Shelley, Hollister (Andrew) 
Bowling, Jarrett (Jordan) Rolls, Sara Kephart, Dal-
ton Kephart, Patrick Rollman, Madison  (Dontae) 
Angus, and Greyson Rollman; great-grandchildren, 
Olivia Berry, Liam Shelley, Colton Shelley, and 
Hannah Shelley. A special mention to nephew 
Randy Rolls, who lived nearby. 
She was preceded in death by her husband of 63 

years, Eugene “Gene” Rolls; parents Ray and Helen 
Oliver; and brother, Gordon “Skeeter” Oliver of 
Pittsburgh. 
McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
Russell G. London of Punxsutawney 
October 18, 1956 - February 8, 2024 
Russell was a graduate of the Punx-

sutawney High School, Class of 1974. 
He was a farmer beginning with dairy 
farming until 2016 and switching to 

raising beef cattle. 
He was a member of the New Beginnings Church 

of Punxsutawney and served on the Board of Direc-
tors for Patron’s Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 
Russell enjoyed woodworking and spending time 
with his family and grandchildren. 
In addition to his wife, Renda J. (Plyler) London, 

he is survived by two children, daughter Kara (Ryan) 
Smith and son Corey (Shannon) London; five grand-
children, Damien Smith, Brianna Smith, Ali Smith, 
Alyssa London, and Jase London; two brothers, 
Meade (Linda) London and Scott (Leanne) London; 
and two nephews, Shannon (Amanda) London and 

Continued from previous page

Deeley Funeral Home, Inc. 
www.deeleyfuneral home.com 

u 
DonnaBelle Neal of Sportsburg 
February 17, 1937 - February 16, 2024 
DonnaBelle was a member of Hopewell Methodist 

Church in Frostburg. She and her late husband, Clif-
ford, owned and operated a local business before her 
retirement. DonnaBelle loved her family and en-
joyed attending fairs, horse races, and auctions.  

She is survived by a son, Randal C. (Suzie) Neal; 
two grandsons, Kevin (Taylor) Neal, Eric (Holly) 
Nea; five great-grandchildren, Maven, Ivy, Sienna, 
Hazel, and Hank; a sister-in-law, Karen Muth; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her parents, Richard 
B. and Alice (Frye) Muth, and her husband, Clifford 
Neal. 

McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
John F. Niel, Jr. of Smicksburg 
September 20, 1933 - February 17, 2024 
John served with the United States Army and was 

stationed in Korea. 
John was a member of the Local 310 

Carpenters Union and Life Member of 
the National Rifle Association. He en-
joyed fishing, hunting, and gardening.   
He is survived by a nephew, Gregory 

(Roxanne) Stiteler; a niece, Linda Bingaman; and 
numerous great nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, John 
Frank Niel, Sr., and Letha (Cochran) Niel; three sis-
ters, Mildred “Mim” Stiteler, Natalie “Ann” Stiteler, 
and Janet “Dick” Niel; and a niece, Karen McKain.  

McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 
James Nelson “Spooks” Kreps 
of Punxsutawney 
January 15, 1945 - February 17, 2024 

Jim attended Purchase Line High 
School. He served in the United States 
Army during the Vietnam War from 
1965 to 1967 while stationed in Korea. 
He was honorably discharged with the 
rank of SP5. Jim worked for Fairman 

Drilling Company retiring after 60 years. He was a 
member of the Punxsutawney VFW, Post 2076, 
Punxsutawney Moose Lodge 954, Walston Club, 
and a Lifetime Member of the NRA. Jim battled 
Alzheimer’s disease and was cared for at Knicker-
bocker Villa in Clearfield,  where he had the best 
caregivers.  

He is survived by a daughter, Jamie Beach; three 
granddaughters, Arizona Miller, Maiya Beach, and 
Hope Beach; siblings, Wilma Wright, Ruth Coleman 
Maranda, Joan (Dan) Barr, John (Kathy) Gould,  and 
Jay (Lil) Gould; and his good friend and favorite 
aunt, Dorothy Bennett; and numerous nieces and 
nephews and former wife, Roxanne. 

He was preceded in death by parents, Anna (Harry) 
Gould and George Kreps; maternal grandparents, 
Cecil and Lillie (McClinsey) Wolfe; paternal grand-
parents, Andrew and Melva (Thomas) Kreps; broth-
ers-in-law, Donald Wright, Norman Coleman, and 
Wayne Maranda; and a nephew, Harry Gould.  

McCabe Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.mccabewaldronfh.com) 

u 

John C. Stamler of Rossiter 
April 25, 1935 - February 18, 2024 
John was a graduate of the Rossiter High School. He 

worked as a coal miner and owned the Rossiter Water 
Company. John enjoyed playing cards, telling stories, 
hunting, and metal detecting. He was a member of the 
Rossiter American Legion for 67 years. 

John is survived by two sons, John P. Stamler and 
Dennis (Desiree) Stamler; five grandchildren, Jason 
Stamler, Marcella (Jeff) Titus, Nicole Stamler, Joseph 
(Catherine) Stamler and Megan Stamler; five great-
grandchildren, Payton, Madison, and Allison Stamler 
and Liam and Noelle Titus; and a good friend, Linda 
Unsworth. 

In addition to his parents, Anna (Maddox) and Chris-
tian Stamler, he was preceded in death by a brother, 
Daniel Stamler, and an infant brother, Samuel. 

Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Dale E. Minick of Punxsutawney 
December 4, 1947 - February 19, 2024 
Dale enjoyed spending time with his family and 

grandchildren. He retired as a groundskeeper for the 
Punxsutawney Country Club. 

Dale is survived by two children, daughter, Amanda 
Minick, and son, Jason Minick; two grandchildren, 
Emily and Michael Rockwell; two sisters, Shirley 
(Ed) Dinger and Janet Barnet; two brothers, Don 
(Norma) Minick and Wayne (Tracie) Minick; several 
nieces and nephews; and sisters-in-law, Lois Richards 
and Velma Smouse. 

In addition to his wife Bonnie I. (Himes) Minick, 
and parents Martha (Lingenfelter) and Floyd Minick, 
he was preceded in death by a brother, Lee Minick, 
and several brothers and sisters-in-law. 

Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Jamie D. Van Camp of Punxsutawney 
December 16, 1954 - February 23, 2024 
Jamie enjoyed golfing, fishing, games, cooking, 

family, and God. He has a passion for photography 
and developed his own photos in his home. 

He worked for many years in retail management 
with Kmart and most recently for Home Depot. 

Jamie is survived by two children, Jesse Van Camp, 
and fiancée, Angela O’Dell, and Hillary (Lyle) Wa-
chob; 10 grandchildren, Rachel, Dakota, Ethan, 
Keely, Rylee, Mackenzie, Emma, Maverick, and 
Addy, and Lyric Wachob; four great-grandchildren, 
Colton, Hadley, Penelope and Carter; and three sib-
lings, Candy Morgan, Robin Miller, and Todd 
Yentsch. 

In addition to his parents, Jayne (Van Camp) and 
Richard Yentsch, he was preceded in death by his 
grandparents, Robert and Evelyn Van Camp, and a 
grandson, Declan Wachob. 

Deeley Funeral Home Inc. 
(www.deeleyfuneralhome.com) 

u 
Please visit the websites of the funeral homes listed 

to view the complete obituary, sign their guestbooks, 
plant a tree, and offer your condolences. 

u 
If you have a loved one who has passed away and 

would like to publish the obituary in Punxsutawney 
Hometown magazine, please contact us at home-
town@punxsutawneymagazine.com or call (814) 
952-3668.  

uuu
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