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) Captain Ray Burkshire
some| islands and it was about 40
mmu before T saw him =2gain, But
this time his light did not look right.

*It looked too red 50 T look a belter
P £ »s lookj through the binoculars and it
Lt I Pheen:;:‘l.: appearedtnbelnr:sowel\m:ed around,
th! we had covered half the distance T
jthat there was a fire on board and I
was{ concerned about all those people
because ' the skipper had told me earlier
two-way radio that he would be

lbm in from Merasheen. ; -
’ge arTived at the schooner -2 andfdld
anyone about so we went to
Island, about a mile away, to see
ﬂ!heyhadgnnemmmu:edﬂrx There

©of " Placentia;-~ -Was no snghl of them so we went | back to

tagain and we were

St. Joha's; | Ahe
o ,.vhen I spotted sm-nd.hmg on

One m&s’ vidim's b@ fy found;

missing

waters in the bay was the biggest factor
in their finding the gistressed peaple.

“Usually the radar will not pick up
anything' small unless the weather is
calm," he told this reporter.

“In another 10 or 15 minutes they
would all have been gone.”

He said the water is about 50 fathoms
in the area where the mishap took
place.

TheDelRwhadacmwnlnveand
the remaining people were friends: and
families of fishermen who were using
the 25-mile-long Merasheen Island as a
summer ﬁshmg base. They had gone to
the island Monday and were on their
way home when the blaze broke out.

“The fishermen want their women to
visit - you do these things to oblige these
fishermen,” Mr. Petite, owner of the Del

reason why women and duldren were
aboarg the schooner.

The Del Roy is one of several vessels
used in carrying fish from the islands in
the bay to the plant at Arnold’s Cove.

Mr, Petite said the vessel was not
intended to carry passengers. She was
fitted with a dory bus the lifcboat had
been left on the wharf at Arnold's Cove.
‘The schooner was powered by vwo £
horsepower motors. t

It is believed that this was. !he itirst
time the fishermen’s families had been
back to Merasheen Island since | ithey |
moved to Placentia four or. five yea)s

schocner came in contact with the dory
or .he wake of the vessel overturned the
small craft."

p.m. Thursday and it was an hour and a
half later before the survwms were
picked up. (

The federal minister said lh: Ber(ha
Je

discovering the burning schooner but it
became ‘'scrambled” and;'all of the
message did not get out. However, he
said part of the message was plc}.ed up;
by a, Cape Breton. station who advised -
the Air, Sea Rescve Centre:in Halifax,
Nova Scotia.

the
fisheries patrol vessel Acadian sighted
the charred remains of the Del Roy “but
as_they approached it shpped benealh
Roy, said in explaining the. probable | the surface.”

RCMP helicopter, and the provincial
government’s - jet ranger helicopter ‘as

W
owne-l by the provincial government,

longiiners took part in the ' search

said their craft. was.dispatched to the
area about
aboug-12 hours later ‘yithout spotting .
ansthing

gsumes

The blaze was diseovered about 11

ce sent off a distress signal after

“An'’ RCMP ‘spokesmnn “said.

The RCMP. patrol vessel SL-uwol‘{ an

L as a Twin Otter aircrait, also; .,

ador helicopter from the Air Se.
Centre and a number of local'

V, Evans’of the rescue centre

:30:a.m..and arrived back

ago under the
program.
Meanwhile, Tmnspan Mm’ster‘!)on
Jamieson has announced that a full-scale
inquiry will be held into the msaspl:- A
limin: JAnquiry ‘was held ay
= az—‘hrnmd s~ Coves~and .
Jamieson released some of the details
surrounding the cause of the accident. .
Captain Evans and his 16-year-old son
Clarence were in the wheelhouse of the
Del Roy when the" captain MMM
the radar had gone blank. The u)wect
and informed lbe chief mynesd lhe

“Was good a'nd the water wasclau i 3 G i R e
onxy & cool breeze blowing.' :
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