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Welcome to the second edition of the 2023 Cardinal.  The goal 
is to publish quarterly and so far, so good.  The Commission 
invites you to bring article ideas to us for consideration for the 
next issue of the Cardinal. New topics welcome! 
 

We are excitedly preparing for our Founders’ Day celebration 
coming soon on Sunday, April 23rd. Your Public Works team 
has rejuvenated the Town’s smoker and will be our cooks for 
the day. To ensure all is well, the Staff and I did a test run 
luncheon, and I have to say – Yum!  SwampFox will be  
playing and I hope the beat of the music will be a siren call for 
everyone to come join the festivities. Several outside organiza-
tions, including the Sherriff’s Mounted Patrol and West  
Melbourne’s Touch a Fire Truck! will be joining us.  Activities 
for all ages and free raffle drawings throughout the event. New 
Town T-shirts will also be for sale! Details are posted on the 
Town website as well as Dayton and Town Bulletin Boards. 
Bring a dish to share and help celebrate the vision of our 
Founders and the incorporation of our Town.  The Commis-
sioners will also be hosting the Ice Cream Social Saturday 
evening, April 22nd.  BYOBanana if you want a split! 
 

I had the pleasure of hosting my first Mayor’s Town Hall on 
March 18th with ~25 residents participating in a relaxed but 
informative conversation.  We touched on a myriad of issues 
such as: our aging Town infrastructure, tree removal guidelines 
and permit processes, unsafe structures, our options with  
Brevard County Sherriff’s Office (BCSO) moving forward, 
and the potential re-zoning of Campbell Dr. Many discussions 
initiated by residents reinforced the purpose and essential role 
of Code Enforcement. It was a learning experience for  
everyone. 
 

Leadership from the BCSO will be joining us for our second 
Law Enforcement Workshop scheduled for Saturday April 29th 
at 10am in the AHF Hall.  BCSO will be there to address resi-
dents’ questions as we discuss the differences between continu-

ing under Contract or moving to coverage under a Special  
Municipal Taxing Unit.  These options will have a profound 
effect on the Town Budget, your taxes, and patrol presence in 
the Town.  The decision of what type of coverage and the  
relationship we have with BCSO in the future is a decision for 
all residents.  Please encourage your neighbors and friends to 
attend these workshops. Our goal is to inform and educate; to 
provide the information necessary for residents to make the 
right decision for themselves and our Town.   
 

This issue also contains information to help prepare for the 
upcoming hurricane season, which seems to start earlier and 
earlier each year. The Town is starting our preparations, and I 
encourage you to take the time now to ensure you have a plan 
as well.  As always, we are looking for additional volunteers to 
help with the Street Captain program. Information can be 
found on our Town Website (melbournevillage.org).   
Neighbors looking out for neighbors is the best way to ensure 
we make it through difficult times safely. Let me know if you 
want to join this important volunteer program.  
 
Thank you.  Let’s keep the conversation going!  -Sue 

SAVE THE DATE! 

HURRICANE SEASON SPECIAL EDITION—PULLOUT INSERT PAGES 5 & 6 

FOUNDER’S DAY GUIDE INSIDE!  
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Calm Before the Storms 
By Bridget Foster 

As the hurricane season approaches, the Town is taking steps to prepare for potential disasters and to mitigate damages in the 
event of a major storm. As always, we are implementing a range of measures to ensure that residents are equipped to cope with 
the effects of severe weather conditions. 
 

The preparation process begins with taking measures to lessen the impact of a hurricane or other significant rain event. Our  
Supplemental Emergency Management Plan lays out the steps for the Town to prepare for and respond to a significant storm. 
This includes yearly clearing of brush and trees, maintenance of town culverts and swales, securing a contractor for tree removal 
after a storm, and generator maintenance so that post-storm, the Town office can begin to focus on storm response and inter-
agency communication.  
 

We also must raise awareness about the town’s Street Captain program and are looking for volunteers to ensure its effectiveness. 
The Street Captain program is a team of residents who reach out to neighbors before and after a hurricane. Officially activated 
once a Hurricane Watch is initiated in our area, these dedicated volunteers will contact each person in their zone in order to note 
whether they are staying or leaving for the storm, whether they have any health needs (which may require uninterrupted access 
to electricity, for example), or whether they need help in preparing for the storm. Once the storm passes, the Street Captains 
touch base once again in their assigned zone to let residents know which help is available and where/how to access it.  
 

We have developed a robust disaster response plan to coordinate the efforts of all Villagers in the event of a hurricane. This plan 
includes detailed procedures for providing shelter, access to power in order to charge electronics, and a place to take a break 
from the heat. Other provisions such as clean water, batteries, ice, laundry services, and possibly generators for those with the 
greatest health needs will be available as well as part of the volunteer Street Captain program. When the Town  
begins its post-storm response, these activities will shift over to the AHF Hall, if needed.  
 

In conclusion, the Town is taking the threat of hurricanes seriously and is taking proactive steps to prepare for the worst-case 
scenario. It is vital that residents are informed and equipped to cope with the effects of severe weather conditions, and the Town 
is well-prepared to manage a hurricane-related emergency if and when it occurs. 
 

Take a moment to identify your street captain by referencing the map on the town website (melbournevillage.org) under the tab 
“Storm Center.” And please consider joining the Street Captain program.  The more volunteers, the more successful the pro-
gram. It’s simple to do and so rewarding! If activated, you contact your list of residents using a short information-gathering form 
and pass that information to the Head of the Street Captains. If you’d like more information about joining the Street Captains, 
contact Sue Ditty via NextDoor, email at sditty@yahoo.com or phone (321) 626-7554.  

Aging Trees in Town  
By Sue Ditty 

It is no surprise that we see many trees that have reached their age of maturity and are dying off in this green  
sanctuary we call home. It is a testament to our stewardship of the environment that we are reaching this point in the 
growth cycle of our pine and hardwood trees. However, now we must prepare for and address the dead and dying 
trees within the Town.  
 
 

Dangerous or dead trees are divided into two categories: Public Nuisance and Private Nuisance. Any “problem” tree 
on the islands and the rights-of-way belonging to the Town are considered a public nuisance and will be removed by 
our Public Works department or a contractor hired by the Town. If you are concerned about a tree, or other issue, 
please complete a work order for our Public Works team. Work order forms are available on the home page of the 
Town’s website. (https://melbournevillage.org/)  
 
 

Diseased or dead trees on residential property are the responsibility of the resident(s). The Town has a document to 
provide guidance regarding the responsibilities and liabilities for trees in areas close to, or on property lines,  
particularly those that are at risk of falling or landing on your or your neighbor’s property (car, shed, house). As  
always, we are all best served when we work together to resolve these types of issues, but we now have this  
informational document highlighting important topics from both a legal and insurance standpoint for your reference. 
This document, Guidance for Residents on Trees, is available at the Town Office.  
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News from Brevard County Sheriff’s Office 

Staying Safe on the Roads 
By Bridget Foster 

The Brevard County Sheriff’s Office is pleased to report that Melbourne Village remains one of the safest communities in 
Brevard County.  Our Deputies have responded to routine calls for service, and have had no matters of significance to report 
for this quarter!! 
 

Please continue to look out for one another and report any unusual person(s) or circumstances.  As we often say, if you see 
something, say something!  Our efficiency of service is inseparably linked with the residents and what is reported.   
Crime Prevention Tips- Please be sure to keep your vehicles locked and secure all valuables contained within.  Although 
there have been no reported vehicle burglaries this quarter, this type of crime is common and will typically increase as sum-
mer approaches.  Most burglars are looking for the easiest opportunity and are not likely to force entry, which typically  
causes unwanted noise and attention.  Additionally, please do not give personal information to individuals over the phone.  
Law enforcement and Federal agencies will not solicit monetary payments over the telephone and no reputable business, or 
business exchange, will ever request that you make purchases of gift cards of any type to facilitate money exchanges. We 
ask that you continue to report any scams of this nature to the Sheriff’s Office.  
 

With that being said, the Sheriff’s Office is pleased to bring to your service our 1600 plus member force of highly trained 
patrol units, investigators, and specially assigned deputies. These specialty units include, but are not limited to, Criminal In-
vestigative Services, Traffic Enforcement, Community Relations, as well as SWAT Team response. All of these are availa-
ble to your community should the need ever arise.  
 

Thank you, again, for welcoming us into this community. It is truly an honor to serve such kind and hospitable people and 
we look forward to our future in partnership together!! 

Did you know that in Florida, the bicycle is legally defined as a 
vehicle and the bicyclist as a driver? Did you also know that no 
one, not even a pedestrian, automatically has the right-of-way in 
Florida? It is the responsibility of all drivers, cyclists, and pe-
destrians to demonstrate consideration and courtesy toward one 
another. While following traffic regulations forms the basis of 
this respect, the rules themselves are essentially a set of guide-
lines that promote predictability among all users of our roads. 
  
Florida laws for cyclists and pedestrians are designed to pro-
mote safety and prevent accidents on the roadways. In order to 
help residents refresh their understanding of the rules and laws 
related to bicycle and pedestrian safety, below is a summary of 
the relevant portions of Title XXIII, Chapter 316 of our Florida 
Statutes relating specifically to cyclists and pedestrians. Please 
take a moment to refamiliarize yourself and remind your chil-
dren and grandchildren of these important points: 
  
Cyclists: 

· Must obey all traffic laws, including stop signs and traffic 
signals. 

· Must use hand signals to indicate turns and stops. 

· Must ride as close as possible to the right-hand edge of the 
roadway, except when passing another cyclist, making a left 
turn, or avoiding a hazard. 

· Under the age of 16 must wear a helmet. 

· Must have a front light and a red rear light or reflectors 
when riding after dark. 

 Pedestrians: 
· Have the right of way only in crosswalks, where all drivers 

(including cyclists) must yield. 
· Must walk on the left side of the roadway, facing oncoming 

traffic. 
· Must use crosswalks where available. 

· Must wear reflective clothing or carry a light when walking 
on the road after dark. 

  

Headlamps tend to blind oncoming drivers at night and make 
them less able to react to the situation.  If you are carrying a 
flashlight and walking your dog, shine the light down on you 
and your dog, not at the oncoming car. It's important for cyclists 
and pedestrians to use common sense and be aware of their sur-
roundings to 
prevent acci-
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Culverts and Ditches and Swales, Oh My! 
By Sue Ditty 

Way back in the day, the Founders planned this community and divvied up the land to create residential plots to the best of 
their ability, which included consideration for drainage and stormwater runoff origins and impacts. Much has changed over the 
past 60 years or so, including paved roads, more homes with non-permeable space, and increased tree canopy as this area  
converted from pasture to a primarily pine and oak hammock. While not a perfect system, our drainage is designed to function 
as a percolating ditch and swale system that slows the detrimental environmental impact of stormwater. The runoff in our 
ditches and swales is not meant to flow like a river, but to channel water towards the feeder ditches that end in the lateral and 
main canals, with some intentional standing water after the storm(s) have passed. 
Always a source of discussion and confusion around Town is who owns what and who is responsible for the maintenance of 
the culverts, ditches, and swales. Ditches are the deep channels dug for high water volume areas and are designed to carry 
more water away, while swales are the softer channels found in higher elevation areas with less runoff (or ditches that have 
filled in over the years) and are designed so that water that is directed to them flows slowly, if at all, fills the swale and 
“percolates” for a time after a rain event. 

It is the responsibility of the Town to maintain the ditches and swales on Town property, in Town right-of-ways (ROWs), and 
to likewise maintain the culverts under the roads to the ensure proper flow to the canals. However, it is the residents who own 
the culverts from pipe end to pipe end under their own driveways. The Town cannot service nor clean out residents’ culverts. 
These must be maintained by the homeowner. 

The Town had a comprehensive Stormwater Study done years ago for guidance, but the ditches in particular have not been 
maintained to the degree needed. In the past several years and to date, Public Works has begun working on highest impact are-
as throughout the Town, and we have seen some improvement. This effort will be an annual, revolving program of  
reclamation, with most of the work being done during the dry winter months to minimize ripping up the soft wet ground during 
rainy season. It is important that residents help improve water flow and ensure that their culverts are cleaned out so water can 
flow in the desired direction to the feeder ditches. It is an ongoing group effort for the Town and residents as we improve 
stormwater handling and work to minimize flooding of our streets and homes. 

Planning a home project and wonder if you need a permit? The 
simple answer is, “most likely, yes.”  This answer is of course 
dependent upon the scope of work to be done. In most cases, 
work that includes an addition of structure to a property’s ex-
isting footprint, tree removal, roof repair, fencing, driveways, 
electrical, mechanical, or plumbing modification that would 
include repair or replacement would indeed require a building 
permit. The Florida Building Code also stipulates that building 
permits are required for replacement of garage doors, exterior 
doors, windows and sliding glass doors, as well as screen en-
closures that include framing and/or modification. Screen re-
pair itself would not require a permit. 

If your project requires a contractor or tradesman, be sure to 
acquire if they will obtain the permit or whether that is left to 
you, the homeowner. This cost may be included with your pro-
posal. Whether your contractor or tradesman obtains the permit 
or leave it for you to do, the ultimate responsibility for permit 
application falls to the homeowner. The permit must be ac-
quired and the inspections scheduled through our Town office 
before the work can begin. Permits are also applicable to an 
Owner/Builder and are subject to adherence to the same build-
ing code standards. This information  is also available in the 
Town office.  

A building permit is a very important document that performs 
several functions: 

· It is the law in our Town to abide by the set building ordi-
nances. 

· The permitting and inspection process ensures safety for 
yourselves and neighbors. 

· Permitted work helps to protect and improve property val-
ues. 

· Having proper permits makes selling your property easier, 
should you ever choose to do so. 

· Homes with unpermitted work may not qualify for Home-
owners’ Insurance. 

· Most Homeowners’ Insurance policies have a clause stat-
ing they will not cover damages from unpermitted and un-
inspected work/projects. 

 
If you are unsure or require assistance, a list of projects or 
work requiring permits has been made available on our website 
under “Permits,” or by having a discussion with our Town’s 
Deputy Clerk before work is to begin. Work without a permit 
and final inspections may be subject to removal or other un-
seen costly expenses which may also include fines. 
 

It only takes a few moments to ask questions. Find out before 
you begin. By following code guidelines, your completed pro-
ject will meet the minimum standards of safety and will be less 
likely to cause injury to you, your family, your friends, or fu-

“Do I need a permit for that?”  
By Norton Muzzone 
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BE PREPARED!  
Hurricane Supply List  

o Prescription Medicine  
     (two-week supply)    
o Cash (ATMs may not work after the 
     storm)  
o First Aid Kit    
o Ice Chest and Ice   
o Battery-operated Radio and Clock    
o Spare Batteries   Flashlights / Lan- 
      tern   
o Manual Can Opener    
o Toilet Paper    
o Diapers and Wipes    
o Plastic Sheeting / Tarp    
o Duct or Masking Tape    
o Nails, Rope, Lumber, Tools    
o Plastic Garbage Bags   
o Insect Repellent, Sunscreen    
o Disinfectant   Soap and Detergent    
o Bleach for Sterilization  
     (unscented with hypochlorite, the  
      only active ingredient)    
o Tincture of Iodine, or Water Purifica- 
      tion Tablets    
o Rain Gear    
o Fire Extinguisher    
o Fuel for Generators and Cars    
o Propane or charcoal (for grills)    
o Waterproof Matches / Sterno    
o Books, Magazines, and Games    
 

During hurricane season, supplies are key to protecting your family. Don’t wait until the a 
storm is in the forecast to stock up and make preparations. Here’s a list of things to have   
on hand:  

o Non-perishable food  
o Powdered or canned milk  
o Canned meat/ fish  
o Canned soups, vegetables  
o Shelf-stable foods: pasta, rice 
o Cereal   
o Crackers, cookies  
o Pet food and medicine 
o Baby Food/Formula    

TIP: Set aside at least 
one gallon of water per 
person per day. For a 

family of four that 
would be 28 gallons for 

a one week supply 
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· Stay inside until the hurricane passes. 
Make sure the storm completely passes 
before going outside your house.  

· Stay tuned to local radio for weather up-
dates.  

· Your smartphone can be your best friend 
in a hurricane — with the right websites 
and apps, you can turn it into a powerful 
tool for guiding you through a storm’s ap-
proach, arrival and aftermath.  

· Don’t use a landline phone during if you 
hear thunder.  

· Do not use candles or kerosene during the 
storm. 

· Keep windows closed. It is a myth that 
opening a window on one side of the 
house will equalize pressure.  

· If your house begins to sustain damage, 
cover yourself with a  mattress and pil-
lows. If your safe room is the bathroom, 
get in the bathtub and cover with a mat-
tress.  

 
 

DURING AND AFTER THE STORM 

DURING THE STORM  

TIP: When hurricanes strike Central 
Florida, there is an increased risk of 
tornadoes and storm surge. Be alert 
to these fast moving weather changes 
by keeping your radio turned on and 
tuned in. Add a weather app to your 

phone for warnings, such as the 
WESH2 weather app. 

AFTER THE STORM 

· Use extreme caution. There may be dan-

gerous situations all around you!  

· If your house is damaged, move carefully 

to get out. Do not return until inspected by 

officials.  

· Always supervise children.  

· Do not drink the tap water until officials 

have announced it’s safe.  

· Avoid driving if possible because of debris 

and road blockage.  

· At intersections with traffic lights out, treat 

it as a 4-way stop and use extreme cau-

tion.  

· Phone lines and cell towers will be dam-

aged or overloaded. Try making calls at 

“off peak’ times.  

· If power remains out for and extended pe-

riod, FEMA will set up relief stations to 

provide free ice, water and other neces-

sary items.  

· Reach out to your TMV street captain to let 

them know your status.  
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Come out and celebrate our 66th ANNUAL FOUNDERS’ DAY! 
Sunday, April 23rd from 12-4pm 

******This event will be wheelchair and walker accessible! ****** 
NEW TMV T-Shirts for Sale ($20 ea) 

 
 

Founders’ Day Weekend at a Glance 
 

SATURDAY APRIL 22 

BYOBanana Ice Cream Social 7-8pm at the Hester Wagner Community House. 

Bring a banana to make yours a SPLIT! Or enjoy a Root Beer Float! Or have it in a cup  

or a cone with lots of fun toppings! Served by your Commissioners. 

 

 
SUNDAY APRIL 23 

Live Music   12-4pm 

SWAMPFOX back by popular demand playing Rock & Blues favorites! 

 

Fun & Games   12-4pm 

Putt Putt Golf challenge, TMV “Toilet Bowl” Football Toss, Giant Jenga, Corn Hole, Tug-of-War  

and BUCKET-DUNK THE MAYOR!  

 

Food Service begins at 1pm 

Smoked Chicken by our very own Public Works guys!  
Grab & Go Hot Dogs 

Sodas, lemonade, tea, bottled water & sparkling water provided. This is a BYOB event!  

Residents are asked to bring a side dish or a dessert to share.  

 

Desserts from 1pm until they’re gone! 

Marie’s Sweet Treats Ice Cream Truck will bring a variety of frozen items donated by Debbie Seiler! (Thank you, Debbie!) 

Also enjoy some “Happy Birthday TMV” Cake! 

 

Just For the Kids    

Coach Reed of Lil Sports & Fitness is rejoining us for ONE HOUR ONLY from 2:30-3:30pm  
to provide the kids with a Ninja Warrior Course Challenge! The kids enjoyed him so much during our last two Summer Camps! 

Tell your kids and grandkids he’s back!!! 

West Melbourne Fire Department Touch-a-Truck Experience from 12-4pm unless called out! 

 

Raffle Prizes  12:30-3:30pm 

You must be present to win!  

 

Vendor Booths 
WastePro, Brevard County Sheriff’s Office, The American Homesteading Foundation, 

Voter’s Registration and Vote-by-Mail signup, and Town Beautification Committee 

 

And a Special Appearance by 
The Brevard County Sheriff’s Office Volunteer Mounted Patrol! 

Come meet and take photos with the horses! 

 

FOUNDERS’ DAY IS TOWN SPONSORED. ALL EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS, RENTERS, AND 
THEIR FAMILIES! 



 

 8 

If interested in volunteering, please contact 
the Town Office. 

66th Founder’s Day is April 23! 
Noon to 4pm 

 

Don’t miss this year’s Founder’s Day celebration! 
So many activities and these brand new town t-

shirts will be available to purchase ($20).  
 

See the flyer on page 7!  

      

Did you know that the Town has many active Boards and Com-
mittees that rely on resident volunteers, many of which are in the 
need of new members? Some meet regularly and others only as 
needed. Please contact the Town Office to learn more or if you 
are  interested in volunteering. They are: 
 
Beautification Committee  
Reports on methods, concepts and specific plans to improve the 
general appearance of the planting and landscaping of public 
property in Melbourne Village. Meets as needed. 
 
Board of Adjustment 
Established to hear appeals of decisions rendered by zoning ad-
ministrators. Interpret unclear provisions in the zoning ordinance. 
Decide on variance applications by landowners to permit  
buildings or land uses which vary from the zoning regulations. 
 
Code Enforcement Board 
Enforces Town codes and ordnances, including, but not limited to, 
occupational license, fire, building, zoning, litter, environmental, 

animal control, abandoned property, land use, sign codes and ordi-
nances. Meets as needed. 
 
Finance Committee  
Provides financial analysis, advice, and oversight of the Town 
budget. Their sole responsibility is to ensure the organization is 
operating with the financial resources it needs to provide  
programs and services to the community. Meets monthly. 
 
Town Review Board  
Designed to maintain those features of residential neighborhoods 
specifically identified by Town residents and the Town Commis-
sion as core community value. (Ord. 2012-01) They merged with 
Planning and Zoning and fulfill those duties as well, including 
conducting and preparing the comprehensive planning program or 
portions thereof for the Town. Meets as needed. 

Town Staff prepares for Founder’s Day!  
The smoker is fixed and the recipes tested! 
 L to R: Chanda, Bill, Jeff, Heather, Marissa 

— 
See you April 23!  

TMV Staff 
Ready for Founder’s Day!  
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Town of Melbourne Village 
555 Hammock Road 
Melbourne Village, FL 32904 

Solid Waste Collection Information 
WastePro Contact Information 

321-837-0055 

Monday Recycling and yard trash. Place yard waste 
in containers or cut to 4-foot lengths. 

Wednesday and Saturday Regular garbage,
regular  household    rubbish. 
 
Large Items If large appliances (stoves and       
refrigerators, with doors removed) and furniture are
not picked up within a few days, please contact Waste 
Pro. 
Reminder: Do NOT place large piles of yard waste di-
rectly beneath power lines or next to mail boxes. The 
clam truck cannot be operated under power lines. If you 
must place yard waste in plastic bags, do not seal them 
(leave them so they can be easily opened). The best op-
tion is to containerize small items whenever possible. 

Contacting Town Officials 
Letters should be addressed to the Mayor, Vice-Mayor, 

Commissioner, or Commissioners: 
Town of Melbourne Village 

555 Hammock Rd 
Melbourne Village, FL 32904 

M-F 9:30am-3:30pm 
phone: 321-723-8300 

 Website: www.melbournevillage.org  
Contact the Office and Commissioners at  

officeadmin@melbournevillage.org 
Written communication (including email) with Town 
Officials pertaining to Town business is considered

public record.  
Regular Town Commission Meetings are held        
at 6:30 pm on the 4th Tuesday of every month       

at the Town Office unless noted. 

The Town Commission 
MAYOR  Sue Ditty 
   mayor@melbournevillage.org 
VICE MAYOR  Valerie Calenda 
COMMISSIONERS Fred Anderson 
   Bridget Foster 
   Gary Ingram 
   David Jones 
   Norton Muzzone 


