
  

 

The Parish of the Holy Cross 

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 +  

www.holycrossrc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset 

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIST! 
Vision Statement:  Holy Cross is a vibrant Catholic community striving to maintain a spirit of 

welcome to all, serving as a guiding beacon to nourish and sustain prayer, work and play. 

Come and pray with us! 

We celebrate Eucharist 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM; Saturday 5:00 PM; Sunday 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM 

The 9:00 Weekday Mass & Sunday 11:30 Mass are livestreamed on Facebook. 
  

We celebrate Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM; Wednesday after 9:00 AM Mass 

Sixth Sunday of Easter - May 5, 2024 
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WE ARE HERE FOR YOU! 

 

631.265.2200 + Fax: 631.265.2229 + Email: parish@holycrossrc.org 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 9 AM - 4 PM (closed 12:15 - 1 PM) 

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry 

PASTORAL TEAM 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Mrs. Jane Wirth 
Parish Secretary, ext.122 

Mr. Roberto Maza 
Custodian 

Mrs. Mary Pannone, ext.111 
Religious Education Secretary 
(mpannone@holycrossrc.org) 

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Music Minister/Webmaster 

 

New Life  
in Christ 
New Life  
in Christ 

 Upcoming Mass Intentions  
 
Week of Sunday, May 5th, 9AM Masses 
Mon.  Christian Johannesen (living) 
Tue.  Sean Romeo (living) 
Wed.   William Ciccarelli (living)  
 
Ascension Vigil Mass, Wednesday, May 8th, 7 PM 
Torsten Jacobsson 
 
Ascension Mass, Thursday, May 9th, 9 AM 
Dora Libretti 
 
Saturday, May 11th, 5 PM Mass 
All Mother’s Day Mass Remembrances 
 
Sunday, May 12th, Seventh Sunday of Easter 
8:00 AM All Mother’s Day Mass Remembrances 
9:30 AM All Mother’s Day Mass Remembrances 
11:30 AM All Mother’s Day Mass Remembrances  

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann 
Pastor, ext.115 

Mrs. Judith Pickel 
Pastoral Associate, ext.116 

Deacon Joseph Maffeo 
Pastoral Minister, ext.124 

Mrs. Michele Hall 
Pastoral Associate, ext.120 

Mrs. Tricia Clarke, ext.112  
Director of Religious Ed. 

Mrs. Kelley Mowat, ext.113 
Coordinator of Parish Outreach 

Ms. Karina D’Angelo 
Business Manager, ext.110 

If you would like to have the name of your loved 

one listed in our prayers for the sick,  

please call 631-265-2200 x122. 

Remembering Our Sick 
 

Please pray for those in our parish who are sick, 
their families and caregivers: 

 

  Bob Alderdice    Theresa Arzillo 
  Alejandro Astegiano  Jo Barry 
  Kathy Barry     Barbara Bombace 
  Cole Brennan    Ann Callari 
  Judy Carlson    William Ciccarelli 
  Jason DeLuca    Manuela Diaz  
  Ann Egan      Vincent Esposito  
  Ralph Farino    Yolanda Fattarusso 
  Sienna Fricke    Linda Heinrichs  
  Debbie Jablinowski  Lauren Kaiden 
  Kristen Kennedy   Roberta Lamb 
  Carol Leahy     Gerald Losquadro 
  Charlotte Lynch   Viola Malek 
  Jeanne Marie Malley  Olivia Melia 
  Loretto Narducci   Darin Pitkanen 
  Patricia Pitkanen   Carina Ranieri  
  Rob Remhild    Liam Richards 
  Sean Romeo     Elaine Ruane  
  Casey Schultz    Kathy Schwinn 
  Dolores Serri    Barbara Sherry 
  Celeste Sichenze   Tracy Southard  
  Bill Tanner     Grace Van Epps  
      Peter Warns 

Stephanie Matula 
Office Support Staff 
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A SACRAMENTAL TSUNAMI 
by Father Michael 

   This weekend begins what I am sure will be a hectic, exhausting, but life-giving 
week here at Holy Cross.  On Saturday we had our first two First Holy Communion 
celebrations.  Next Saturday we have our final two.  On Monday, Bishop Romero, 
who is one of the auxiliary bishops of our diocese, will be visiting to celebrate 
Confirmation for 130 of our young people.  In addition to all these special 
celebrations, we also have our usual array of daily and weekend Masses and 
Confessions.  On Saturday is our monthly Holy Hour.  Sunday is the regularly 
scheduled Anointing of the Sick and Baptisms.  The past few weeks have been 
unusually slow for funerals, so we will probably get a few of those as well.  The 
pews will not even have a chance to cool off this week from all the use they will 
get.   
 
   It is impossible to get through a week like this without the support and 
commitment of our Pastoral Team, Staff, and countless dedicated parish ministers.  
For some, the journey has been years as catechists teaching the same group of 
children from First Communion all the way through to Confirmation.  For others, it 
was a few hours of outdoor work to beautify the courtyard for these special 
occasions.  Whatever the contribution, I thank all those who lend a helping hand 
for these important moments in the lives of our parishioners.  
 
   Some good news is that I got the squirrel out of my attic.  I thought for certain 
there were several who moved in, but it was determined to be just one.  The pest 
control company was able to capture him and move him to a different location.  
The entrance into the attic now has a temporary patch on it.  Is there anyone out 
there good at replacing siding as well as some pieces of vinyl soffit?  I would love 
to have a chitchat with you.  The bad news is that as quickly as the squirrel went 
away, I am now dealing with at least one mouse in the house.  I have my have-a-
heart trap set.  So far, I caught one who I moved to greener pastures.  I’m not sure 
if there are more.  Who knows who will move in next week? 
 
   We have not been able to livestream since April 22.  We are not sure what the 
difficulty is, but it appears that the Facebook format is no longer cooperating.  We 
understand there are some at home who appreciate this connection to the parish 
as they are unable to otherwise attend.  We are considering other options such as 
creating our own YouTube channel.  While we are trying our best to resolve the 
situation, it will not likely be addressed for another few weeks until we can 
schedule a time when those who know about these things are able to get together.  
I’m sorry for the inconvenience.   

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will take place after the 9:30 Mass. 
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Weekly Calendar 
Saturday, May 4th       10 AM & 1 PM 

• FIRST COMMUNIONS     Worship Area 

• HOLY HOUR      3:45-4:45PM Worship Area 

 
Sunday, May 5th       After 9:30 Mass 

• ANOINTING OF THE SICK   Worship Area 

• CHILDREN’S LITURGY  11:30AM Fr. Joe Room 
• BAPTISMS      1PM Worship Area 
 
Monday, May 6th          11 AM & 1 PM 

• CONFIRMATIONS       Worship Area 

• KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  7PM Fr. Joe Room 

 
Tuesday, May 7th      10 AM 

• IN STITCHES       Fr. Joe Room 

• COMM. REHEARSALS 5&6 PM Atr., Wor. Ar. 

• ADULT CONF. CLASS   7PM Fr. Joe Room  

 
Wednesday, May 8th     11:30AM-2:30PM 

• SENIORS         Atrium 
• ASCENSION VIGIL     7PM Worship Area 
 
Thursday, May 9th      9 AM 

• ASCENSION MASS      Worship Area 
(The Parish Office is closed for the Holy Day.)  
 
Saturday, May 11th       10 AM & 1 PM 

• FIRST COMMUNIONS     Worship Area 

 
Sunday, May 12th      9:30 Mass 

• BAPTISM GATHERING    Wor. Ar., FJ Rm. 

Scripture Readings for May 12, 2024 
 

     +  Acts 1:15-17, 20, 20-26 
 +  1 John 4:11-16 
 +  John 17:11-19 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Celebrants for Next Weekend’s 
Masses, May 11th/12th  

 
 
 

5:00 PM  Fr. Michael 
8:00 AM  Fr. Michael 
9:30 AM  Fr. Frank/Dcn. Joe 
11:30 AM  Fr. Frank/Dcn. Joe 

Blood Drive - July 10, 2024 
 

Our annual Blood Drive will be held on 
Wednesday, July 10, 2024.  Just an early reminder 
that a 56-day interval is necessary between 
donations.  To participate in the Holy Cross Blood 
Drive this year, your last day to give blood in other 
drives must be before May 15th.  More information 
will follow in the weeks to come.  Thank you! 

   Banns of  Marriage  
    Firs t  Time  
     
 Liliana Lopez & Joseph Donlon  

Ascension of the Lord 
 
The Parish Office is closed on Thursday, May 
9th, for the Ascension of the Lord.  Mass times 
are Wednesday at 7PM and Thursday at 9AM. 

Dress a Girl Around the World 
  

There will be no Dress a Girl 
meeting in May.  Please join us 
for our next gathering on 
Tuesday, June 18th, from 1pm 
to 3pm in the Atrium.  Call 
Outreach for details.  

The Bread and Wine for the 
week May 5-ll have been 

donated in loving memory of 
Joseph Santamaria 

 by his family. 

Mother’s Day Mass Remembrances will 
appear in the bulletin on Mother’s Day. 
 
This weekend at the offertory we will also be 
collecting for Catholic Schools.  
 
Next weekend we will be collecting for Catholic 
Communications.  Thank you for your support! 
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 PARISH NEWS 
Pray for Our Military 

 
 

  

  
  

  

  
  

  
We thank the men and women who serve in 
our military for their service.  We will 
continue to pray for them through 2024.  
Please let us know if their service is finished 
or their title has changed.   
  
May God bless all who serve our nation.  
Pray for Peace! 

Sgt David Basler 
Cpl Brian S. Brophy Jr., USMC 
Cpl Richard J. DeKanchuk, USMC 
FC2 Lane Dyar 
AS Brandon Ferrara 
MIDN Jonathan A. Goohs Jr., USNA 
WO Christopher Kaminsky 
Sgt Michael J. Knipper, USMC 
SSGT Ryan Mauldin 
PFC Ryan McCoy, USMC 
Lt  Ryan Montvydas 
Cpl Michael Palagonia, USMC 

We remember and pray for the 
following Holy Cross parishioners 
who passed away recently: 
  

  James Graziano 
 Elizabeth Longobardi 

 

May they rest in peace,  
and may their loved ones be consoled.  

Hallie Rae Brown 
Christopher Daniel Buscemi 

Julianna Abbey Chu 
DeAnna Grace Dilieto 

Nico Vincent Dima 
Hunter Jay Indart 

Gavin Crew Johnson 
Anthony Robert Longo 
Lorenzo Jayce Remo 

Emilina Jacquelene Constance Wrobel 

Holy Cross 

Welcomes These 

Children Baptized in 

April 

 

Follow-up to Parish Mission 

Almost as good as having Fr. Albert Haase, OFM, here in person, 

please join Jude Pickel for Fr. Albert’s 6-part DVD series, 

“Catching Fire, Becoming Flame” 

 Wednesday, May 15, 22, 29, June 5, 12, 26, 7:00 – 8:00 PM 

and Thursday, May 16, 23, 30, June 6, 13, 20, 1:30 – 2:30 PM. 

Please fill in and return to the Parish Office by May 13 (Please print) 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name: __________________________________________ Phone:______________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

I will attend _____ Wednesday evenings    ______ Thursday afternoons 
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LITURGY BYTES 
Importance of the Eucharist 

 
With the beginning of First Holy Communion celebrations here at Holy Cross, 
I thought a few reflective thoughts about the greatest gift we have been given 
would be in order. 
 
The bishops of the United States created a three-year plan to revive and foster Eucharistic 
devotion in the hearts of us, the faithful.  Believing in the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist is what makes Catholics different from other Christians.  At Mass, the bread and wine 
are truly transformed into Christ’s Body and Blood.  We call this the Real Presence.  There is 
absolutely no doubt that Jesus is present under the forms of bread and wine.  The bread and 
wine ARE NOT symbols.  Each week we have the opportunity to receive Jesus at Mass.  The 
Mass is the summit and source of the Christian life.  Yet, you and I both know many have fallen 
away from joining us at Mass on weekends.  Why? 
 
Because of COVID, some drifted away and were satisfied watching the livestream at home.  For 
a short period, this was welcomed, and many felt it was better than nothing.  However, just 
sitting and watching seems empty without the experience of coming forth to receive Jesus in 
your hands.  Even those who are homebound have the opportunity to receive Our Lord at least 
once a week, thanks to those Eucharistic Ministers who serve our parish’s homebound.  I am 
certain there are many others, not homebound, who continue to remain at home instead of 
attending Mass in person.  If you know someone who is homebound because of illness or age 
and would like to receive Our Lord, please contact the Outreach office.  We have many 
Eucharistic Ministers who would be happy to bring that person Communion each week.  Also, 
for those who might wish to serve as a Eucharistic Minister for the weekend Masses, we always 
need your assistance.  Think about it and be sure to speak to Fr. Michael. 

Have a blessed, thankful, and healthy week ahead! ~~Michele Hall 

     The Mystics 
 
On May 13th, 20th and June 3rd at 1:30 or 7 PM we will be discussing 
three male mystics.  Come join us to listen and discuss St. John of the 
Cross, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, and Thomas Merton. 

 



7 

 
REKINDLE YOUR LOVE OF THE EUCHARIST…. 

 
In late May, both New York and Brooklyn will be having 
Eucharistic processions throughout their Dioceses.  Click 
below for specific information. 
 
•             Archdiocese of New York - May 22 – May 26, 2024 

Overview ⋮ Seton Route - Archdiocese of New York ⋮ Blackthorn ⋮ Events 

 
•               Diocese of Brooklyn – May 26 – May 27, 2024 

Overview ⋮ Seton Route - Diocese of Brooklyn ⋮ Blackthorn ⋮ Events 

 

Locally for us, on Memorial Day weekend, you will have the 
opportunity to participate in the processions for our region.  If 
you are interested in experiencing a part of the processions, 
click on the links highlighted above to register and receive 
further information.   A segment of the procession will leave the 
archdiocese of New York, via the Brooklyn Bridge and connect 
with a parish in the Brooklyn diocese.  Wouldn’t that be a 
beautiful experience as the Eucharist is carried over the bridge? 
 
In fact, throughout the United States, these pilgrimages will be 
happening ending with a Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis 
in the month of July.  Check out the website for more 
information: 
 

    https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/ 

  

https://events.blackthorn.io/en/DnDCa1K7/g/seton/seton-route-archdiocese-of-new-york-4a2PDnqpSC/overview
https://events.blackthorn.io/en/DnDCa1K7/g/seton/seton-route-diocese-of-brooklyn-4a2PDnqpSH/overview
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A HOLY SPIRIT NOVENA 
In Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1:14), St. Luke writes of the first Novena  
(nine days). Mary and the disciples prayed while awaiting the Holy Spirit.  
Together, the Parish Community of the Holy Cross beginning on  
Ascension Thursday (May 9), will pray each day leading up to  
Pentecost weekend.  We will pray for a new outpouring of  
the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit on our families and our parish  
community.  Each gift is accompanied by a prayer to  
be said at home.  Let us pray also for our country  
and our world. 

 
 
 
 
 

Adapted from “Come with Your Grace,” Praying for the Gifts of the Holy Spirit,   
Pentecost Reflections by Mitch Finley 

 

 
 
May 9 - Wisdom 
Come Holy Spirit, fill us with the clear light of your Wisdom. 
Help us to pray for what we need to follow Jesus faithfully. 
Help us to use the gift of Wisdom to serve one another. Help 
us to see that Wisdom is a gift to all those you have gathered, 
not just a few. Give us the Wisdom to embrace the truth  
wherever we may find it. Amen. 

 
May 10 - Understanding 
Come Holy Spirit, make alive in us the gift of Understanding, that we 
may grasp how immeasurable is your love for us, for the earth, for all 
creatures. Help us to understand how we might better live our faith in 
our ordinary, everyday lives. Guide us as we struggle with the difficult 
moral and spiritual issues of our time. Amen. 

 
May 11 - Counsel - Discernment 
Come Holy Spirit, nourish in our hearts the gift of Counsel, that we 
may know when to speak and when to be silent. By your gift of 
Counsel, strengthen in us our ability to advise and guide one another, 
as we respond to your guidance in our lives. Help us, as a community 
of faith, to Counsel our society in ways of love, not condemnation. 
Amen. 
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May 12 - Fortitude - Courage  
Come Holy Spirit, fill us anew with your gift of Courage.  Help us to see that  
life's sufferings and troubles are temporary. Help us always to see the light  
at the end of the tunnel. By your gift of Courage, may we face each new  
day with determination to act in all things with love. Amen. 

 
May 13 - Knowledge 
Come Holy Spirit, increase in us your gift of 
Knowledge, that we may know you more 
intimately.  Help us to see more clearly what to 
believe and what not to believe.  We live in such 
a complex time!  When our limited human 
knowledge reveals so many gray areas between 
right and wrong, help us to recognize how you 
would have us act so that our behavior may show 
forth your infinite love. Amen. 

 
May 14 - Piety - Reverence 
Come Holy Spirit, renew in us your gift of Reverence that we might 
treat one another with honor and respect.  In our homes, help us to 
be respectful toward one another.  In our relationships at work and 
with people we don't know, help us to show respect.  Help us, above 
all, to have a faith that is deeply reverent. Amen. 

 
May 15 - Fear of the Lord - Wonder and Awe in God's Presence  
Come Holy Spirit, increase in us the gift of Wonder and Awe in your 
Presence.  Help us to see with the eyes of faith God's tremendous 
love for us. Through this gift, deepen the spirit of prayer in our lives, 
and help us to share more generously our time, talent and treasure. 
Amen. 

 
May 16 - The Home Church 
Come Holy Spirit, bring a new birth to the families that make up our 
parish community. Heal and renew marriages, parent-child 
relationships, and all the human intimacy that constitutes family life. 
Help family members feel God's love for them through their love for 
one another.  Amen. 

 
May 17 - The Parish Church  
Come Holy Spirit, open our hearts to receive and use the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit in our parish. Help us to see and respond to the needs of 
all people. Help us to support and encourage the variety of gifts 
found in our parish.  Above all, help us all to be the Body of Christ in 
the world.  Amen. 
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TAKE A CHANCE! 

Spring Cash Fling 
 
For many years the Cash Calendar was a part of the Holy Cross routine, and this fundraiser 

provided some additional financial support to the parish.  At this time, it is unlikely that we 

have enough parishioners attending Mass on a weekly basis to support a monthly drawing, 

so we will continue as we have done for the past few years with our quarterly drawing.  

 

• $10 per ticket 

• Tickets are available for purchase through March, April and May.   

• Drawing will be held May 30th. 

 

This is the pay scale which will be offered: 
  

 1 Prize @ $250 

 2 Prizes @ $100 

 10 Prizes @ $50 

 15 Prizes @ $25 

 

• This formula was based upon selling 250 tickets @ $10 each.  If more than 250     

  tickets are sold, the number of prizes will be increased.   
 

• Please use the tear-off tickets below.  You may return your entries by placing them in 

an envelope and depositing it in the basket on weekends, or returning them to the 

Parish Office.   
  

Thank you for your support! 
 

Spring Cash Fling 
Name  _______________________________ 

Address  _____________________________ 

Town  _______________________________ 

Phone   ______________________________ 

Spring Cash Fling 
Name  _______________________________ 

Address  _____________________________ 

Town  _______________________________ 

Phone   ______________________________ 

 

Spring Cash Fling 
Name  _______________________________ 

Address  _____________________________ 

Town  _______________________________ 

Phone   ______________________________ 

 

Spring Cash Fling 
Name  _______________________________ 

Address  _____________________________ 

Town  _______________________________ 

Phone   ______________________________ 
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