
  

The Parish of the Holy Cross 

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 +  

www.pothc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset 

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST 

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 A.M. (Chapel) 

Saturday: 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday: 8:00 A.M. + 9:30 A.M. + 11:30 A.M.  

 

WE CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION 

Saturday: 3:45 P.M.—4:30 P.M.  

or call Father Michael for an appointment. 

WE CELEBRATE BAPTISM 

Baptisms are generally celebrated twice each month 

 at 1 P.M.  Please contact the Parish Office for more 

information. 

 

WE CELEBRATE WEDDINGS 

Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 

months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIST! 

VISION STATEMENT:  Holy Cross is a vibrant Catholic community striving to maintain a  

spirit of welcome to all, serving as a guiding beacon to nourish and sustain prayer, work and play. 

Come and pray with us! 

First Sunday of Advent – December 1, 2019 
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We are here for you! 

 

631.265.2200 + Fax 631.265.2229 + pothc@optonline.net 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday - Friday  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  (closed 12:15-1:00 PM)  

Deacon Ralph Rivera 
Pastoral Minister 
 

Mrs. Tricia Clarke 
Coordinator of Religious Education 
 

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry 

PASTORAL TEAM 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Mrs. Jane Wirth 
Parish Secretary 

Mr. Roberto Maza 
Mr. Vincent Matula 
Custodians 

Mrs. Mary Inghilterra 
Weekend Sacristan 

Mrs. Mary Pannone 
Religious Education Secretary 
(hcreled@optonline.net) 

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Music Minister 

Mrs. Barbara Shipman 
P/T Asst. to the Pastor 

Mass Intentions Schedule 
 

Week of December 1st, 9AM Mass 

Mon.    Anthony Brady 

Tue.    Dudek Family (living) 

Wed.    Nina Makowicz 

Thu.    Clare Cummings & Nina Makowicz 
 

Saturday, December 7th, 5 PM Mass 

Henri-Robert Lamarque, Gaetana DiMondo, Tony 

Corry, Cynthia Vargas, Brenda Zurbuch, Maria 

Eannacone, John Minchilli 
 

Sunday, December 8th, Second Sunday of Advent  

8:00 AM People of the Parish  

9:30 AM Jack Hough 

11:30 AM Frank Schiavone, Nicholas DeSantis,  

    Marci Fish, Vincent DeStefano, Lucy  

    Blass, Catherine DiLoreto 

New Life  
in Christ 
New Life  
in Christ 

Celebrants for Next Weekend’s Masses 

    December 7th/8th 
  

  5:00 PM    Fr. Michael 

  8:00 AM  Fr. Michael 

  9:30 AM  Fr. Michael 

  11:30 AM  Fr. Michael 

 

Scripture Readings for December 8, 2019 
  

  +  Isaiah 11:1-10 

  +  Romans 15:4-9 

  +  Matthew 3:1-12 

Remembering Our Sick 
 

Almighty and Eternal God, You are the 

everlasting health of those who believe in You… 
 

Please pray for those in our parish who are sick, 

their families and caregivers: 
 

    George V. Daly   Phil Graziose    

    Lorraine Lombardo Shirley Nocerino  
 

If you would like to have the name of your loved 

one listed in our prayers for the sick for 4 weeks, 

please contact the Parish Office at 631-265-2200 

or email to pothc@optonline.net . 

Mrs. Judith Pickel 
Pastoral Associate 

 
Mrs. Mary Anne Mc Culloch 
Coordinator of Parish Outreach 
 

Ms. Alexandra Roecklein 
Youth Minister 

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann 
Pastor 
 

Mrs. Michele Hahn 
Pastoral Associate 
 

Mrs. Barbara DeStefano 
Business Manager 
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Enjoy the Leftovers 
by Father Michael 

   Due to an early deadline for the holiday, this article is being written before 
Thanksgiving.  However, I think it is a reasonable expectation to believe my title has 
some truth to it.  In some ways, the leftovers can be even better than the meal itself.  
I hope everyone had a day that was filled with moments of gratitude for the blessings 
of your life.  I am grateful to Fr. Frank who was able to celebrate our morning Mass 
on Thanksgiving so that I could be with my sister in Florida. 
 
   My doctors have been more than encouraging me to be mindful of my diet.  Not 
only is there the hope of knocking a few notches off the scale, but also of keeping 
those ever-important biometric numbers (or whatever they call it) balanced.  I have 
to say, I made great success over the past two months.  But, it is remarkable how 
easily that progress can be lost over a few bountiful feasts.  Oh well, today can 
always be a new start for anything we want to accomplish.  I hope to be back on 
track quick enough. 
 
   Today the Church begins a new Liturgical Year.  The season of Advent comes 
along at a unique, and some may say, untimely moment in the calendar.  The 
Church invites us to a time of prayerful anticipation.  We are called to embrace 
solitude and a peaceful spirit during the weeks of Advent.  As sensible and beautiful 
as that may seem, many people find there are other factors that unfold at this time of 
year that may make that difficult.  For many, the traditions and expectations of 
preparing for Christmas prove to be additional work and require energy and focus.  
We come to church and see a simple advent wreath, and then we go home to a list 
of tasks and chores that include decorating, shopping, card writing and all sorts of 
other activities.  Many of these things can be blessings unto themselves, but they 
take effort.   
 
   As so often is the case, we need to try to keep things in balance.  The spiritual 
journey will often be a tug-of-war between where we find ourselves and where we 
feel we ought to be.  We need to avoid guilt, embarrassment, or feeling as though 
we are a failure when we recognize that dichotomy.  We trust in a loving God who 
calls us to greatness and holiness but also shows mercy and patience when it may 
take a while to get to where we want to be.  May the beginning of this new Church 
year be an opportunity for you to grow closer to the Lord and realize the many ways 
in which He is abundantly present in your life. 
 
   Thank you to all the helping hands last week after the 11:30 Mass.  We were able 
to change all the song books in record-setting time of about 13 minutes.  Many folks 
even took the old books home so that they could be recycled.  Happy Advent! 
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Holy Hour for Peace 
  
We offer our Holy Hour on the 
first Saturday of the month from 
3:45 to 4:45PM in the Worship 
Area.  The next one will take 
place on Saturday, December 
7th.  Please come and spend 
some time before the Blessed 
Sacrament praying for God’s gift of peace to 
touch our wounded world.   

Anointing of the Sick 
 

You are strongly encouraged to receive this 

Sacrament if you are having upcoming 

surgery, are dealing with a chronic or 

debilitating illness, are suffering from 

addiction, mental health issues or frailty.   
  

The Sacrament will be offered after the 9:30 

Mass this Sunday, December 1st. 

   Pray for Our Military 
 

 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

We thank the men and women who 
serve in our military for their service.  We 
will continue to pray for them through 
2019.  Please let us know at any time 
during 2019 if their service is finished, 
their title has changed, or you would like 
continued prayers through 2020. 

  
May God bless all who serve our nation.  
Pray for Peace! 

PFC Anna Brady 
Cpl. Richard J. DeKanchuk, USMC 
SA Anthony J. DeNicola 
FC2 Lane Dyar 
SSG Daniel Frost 
MIDN Jonathan A. Goohs Jr., USNA 
WO Christopher Kaminsky 
Sgt. Michael J. Knipper, USMC 
SSGT Ryan Mauldin 
Lt. Ryan Montvydas 
IT1 Jason Mulderig 
LCpl. Michael Palagonia, USMC 

 

We pray for the following 
parishioners whose 

funerals were celebrated 
at Holy Cross in 

November: 
  

Trina C. Bozzo 
Maria Eannacone 

  
May they rest in peace,  

and may their loved ones be consoled.  

Giana Lee Barone 
Cameron James Chambers 

Mila Juliana Gregorio 
Milanya Skye Manalili 

Lorenzo Charles Saladino 
Matthew Jonathan Steketee 

Avery Linda Ventimiglia 

Holy Cross welcomes 

these children  

Baptized in November 

PARISH NEWS 
The Bread and Wine for the 

week December 1st-7th 

 have been donated in loving 

memory of our parents: 

Phil & Loraine Hoos & 

Frank & Agnes Salemi 
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PARISH OUTREACH 

       Reminder: The Angel tags are coded as follows: 

  

BLUE: Families of the Holy Cross Outreach Program 

RED: Our friends at Olsen’s Rest Home (please wrap gift) 

PURPLE: Talbot House, the Catholic Charities crisis center for those 

struggling with addiction 

GREEN: Toys for children in the Brentwood area serviced by Pronto 

ORANGE: Mercy Haven, an organization that provides community 

residence housing for those living with mental illness  

  (please wrap gift) 

PINK: Supermarket cards to enable a family to have a special meal 

Important Reminder 
         For All Our Shoppers 

  

  

Next weekend, December 7th/8th, will be your 

LAST OPPORTUNITY to return your angel gifts or 

gift cards.  Remember to indicate the amount of 

the gift card on the envelope or on the card itself. 

  

Our Outreach committee will be sorting the gifts 

on Sunday, December 8th, after the 11:30 Mass.  Unfortunately, gifts 

that come in after December 8th may not go to the people in need 

of them.  Thank you for understanding our need to have all Angel 

items returned by Sunday, December 8th, so that they can be 

distributed that week. 
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AN OUTREACH THANKSGIVING THANK-YOU! 
 

This year 52 beautiful baskets were distributed to our families in 

need.  We are so grateful for the volunteers who shopped and created 

these one-of-a-kind baskets! The families who received baskets were 

overwhelmed by the generosity of our parish community. 

 

We also appreciate the volunteers who worked on Basket Day, on sign-up weekend and 

those who gave monetary donations and gift cards. Special thanks go to Susan Lampach, 

Donna Akuntius, Joellen May and Liz Shea who pulled the whole project together. We 

thank Boulevard Bagels who provided sustenance for our workers during the Basket 

distribution! 

 

May the blessings of Thanksgiving remain with you and your families during the coming 

year. 

 At our 9 AM Mass on Thanksgiving Day, Father Frank Eisele blessed the bread for 
parishioners to take home to their Thanksgiving tables.  We would like to thank 
Handy Pantry located at 279 Smithtown Boulevard, Nesconset for their generosity in 
donating this bread!   

THANK YOU! 

PARISH OUTREACH 

Outreach Food Pantry 
 

Next Saturday and Sunday, December 7th/8th, will be our monthly Food Drive for our 
Parish Outreach Pantry.  Our pantry is quite stocked, but the following 
items would be most helpful: 

 

 
  

 
Please don’t forget to check expiration dates!  It will greatly assist the 
volunteers who stack the pantry with your donated goods.  Thank you! 

 Cookies 
 Pasta Sauce 

 Spaghetti (the only 
pasta needed) 

 Tuna 
 Meals in a Can 
 Tissues 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone!  Are you in high school?  Do you want to make new friends as you 

play fun games?  Do you want to build more of an understanding about yourself and 

your faith? 

  

If you answered "Yes!" to any one of those questions above, then you MUST check 

out the Holy Cross Youth Group.  You will be glad you did!  The Holy Cross Youth 

Group is the perfect opportunity for you to continue to grow in your faith and build 

relationships with others in the parish.   

 

Here are our upcoming events:  

  

 December 1:  No Youth Group meeting because it’s Thanksgiving weekend. 

We hope everyone had a blessed Thanksgiving! 

 

 December 8:  We will be having a Youth Night from 6 to 8PM and will wrap 

Christmas gifts to bring to Nursing Home residents.  

 

 December 15:  Youth Day Event!  We will attend the 

11:30 Mass, and then after Mass we will visit the 

Nursing Home and deliver the gifts we wrapped the 

week before. 

 

So, if you are thinking about coming to the church to see what we are all about, do 

it!  You will not regret it.  Come with a friend or family member, and join us as we 

continue to grow in the endless love of Christ. 

  

If you have any questions or concerns, or if you are thinking about joining us and you 

would like more information, then please do not hesitate to contact Allie Roecklein, 

Coordinator of Youth Ministries, at hcyouthgroup15@gmail.com or call the parish 

office.  Thank you! 

mailto:hcyouthgroup15@gmail.com
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To Our Catechists, Co-Catechists, Volunteers & Helpers, 
in Thanksgiving for all those who give their gifts to our parish,  
whose ministry is God’s assurance that the Good News will be  
heard and that young people will be nurtured in the faith. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

For your gracious hospitality in opening your hearts and homes to our children, 
for your faithfulness and joy, for your patience and understanding, for the lives you have 

touched...We Thank You!!   The Parishioners of the Parish of the Holy Cross 

Level 2 

Stephanie Adu-Amanfoh 

Melanie Calefato 

Linda Creighton 

Patti Daly-Matonti 

Jennifer Draney 

Amber Lerner 

Nicole Mammolito 

Jillian Marquart-Legg 

Thomas Mayer 

Raymond Muchow 

Jenine Naples 

Beth Rivalsi 

Lorraine Sarling 

Kathleen Schulz 

April Walker 

 

Level 3 

Michele Alderdice 

Diane Anderson 

Christina Clifford 

Linda Creighton 

Susan Cunningham 

Rene DiPeri 

Colleen Feulner 

Nicole Heller 

Barbara Hoos 

Nicole Kearnes 

Kristin King 

Susan Kurka 

Megan Maloney 

Sally Marselle 

Jaime McGrade 

Kellyann Messner 

Tracy Reilly 

Monica Scali 

Jacqueline Siino 

Nicole Taylor 

Angela Wichtendahl 

 

Level 4 

Laura Albanese 

Jeannine Bernardo 

Cheryl Crispo 

Kathleen Delaney 

Jennifer Draney 

Rita Dychkowski 

Darlene Gatien 

Nicole Heller 

Marie-Line Lubin 

Mariel Lupo 

Lorraine Maass 

Serena Marz 

Kristin McNamara 

Elizabeth Pelan 

Diane Rorick 

Kelly Ruggiero 

Cari Sacks 

Jennifer Saidens 

Monica Scali 

Dawn Thelian 

Erin VanDeusen 

 

Level 5 

Nicole Barkman 

Gabriella Bieler 

Nicole Chwalek 

Christina Clifford 

Kimberly Crawford-Arbocus 

Jennifer D’Agostino 

Theresa DiCocco 

Angelica Dunleavy 

Lisa Eger 

Christine Farrugia 

Colleen Feulner 

Angela Furci-Campagna 

Jennifer Intintoli 

Regina Mackay 

Josephine Matula 

Heather Morreale 

Kathleen Nasta 

Elena Phillips 

Vanessa Rivoire 

Lauren Romano 

Christine Svercel 

Mary Ann Visnius 

Melissa Wright 

Jaclyn Young 

 

Level 6 

Lisa Abrams 

Scott Abrams 

Laura Albanese 

Heather Brid 

Lori Canalini 

Tricia Clarke 

Kevin Clarke 

Joanna Fennell 

Jennifer Gabetta 

Elizabeth Gil 

Kerri Holland 

Danielle Hroncich 

Marc Hroncich 

Jennifer Hughes 

Toni Ann Jata 

Rosalinda Kamor 

Donna Keller 

Jennifer Mack 

Michael Mack 

Christopher Mennella 

Vinessa Monaco 

Susan Moulton 

Tricia Renkowski 

Cari Sacks 

Amber SanFilippo 

Allaire Sheehy 

Nicole Taylor 

Melissa Valentine 

 

Level 7 

Nicole Barkman 

RoseMarie Corso 

Kimberly Crawford-Arbocus 

Diane Cullinan 

Theresa DiCocco 

Eileen DiSpirito 

Sandra Fantauzzi 

Christine Farrugia 

Edward Friedman 

Lori Friedman 

Angela Furci-Campagna 

Kathleen Garbarino 

Angela Hardina 

Victoria Gramarossa 

Lynne Landron-Byrne 

Lisa McCarty 

Janine Mehlinger 

Theresa Mequia 

Jeanine Mezzanotte 

Roseann Mozian 

Kristy Pagliari 

Elena Phillips 

Kristie Scarabino 

Robin Sokol 

Robert Sokol 

Christine Svercel 

Kristin Trojcak 

Jarrod Trojcak 

Mary Ann Viscusi 

Loretta Volino 

Jaclyn Young 

 

Level 8 

Vicky Bakos 

Gabriella Bieler 

Laura Burns 

Jeneane DeRobertis 

Kim DiStefano 

Jovanna Fedor 

Edward Friedman 

Lori Friedman 

Denise Greening 

Ellen Greenwood 

Denise Grillo 

Mary Ann Harris 

Carla Harste-O’Hara 

Dana Heffernan 

Jennifer Hughes 

Jennifer Mack 

Michael Mack 

Sharon Marotta 

Cathleen McQuade 

Kelly Phaneuf 

AnnMarie Photos 

Kristin Prete 

Elisa Russell 

Jennifer Sinatra 

Mary Story 

 

Catechetical Placement  

Coordinators: 

 

Level 2 & Level 8 

Karyn Gillan 

 

Level 3 & Level 5 

Jennifer Mack 

 

Level 4 

Robin Sokol 

 

Level 6, Level 7 & Special Needs 

Tricia Clarke 

 

Office Volunteers: 

Virginia Brindisi 

Rosaria Nastasi 
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Christmas 2019 Schedule 

The Nativity of the Lord 
 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Saturday, December 21st, 2019:  5:00 pm 
 

Sunday, December 22nd, 2019 

8:00 am, 9:30 am & 11:30 am 

 

Christmas Eve Masses 

Tuesday, December 24th, 2019 

4:00 pm, 6:00 pm & 10:00 pm 

 

Christmas Day Masses 

Wednesday, December 25th, 2019 

8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 noon 

 

Solemnity of Mary 

Tuesday, December 31st, 2019:  5:00 pm 

Wednesday, January 1st, 2020:  10:00 am 

 

Confessions 

Saturdays in Advent:  3:45 pm to 4:30 pm 

  Monday, December 16th, 2019 after 9:00 am Mass & 

6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

Monday, December 23rd, 2019 after 9:00 am Mass 
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CASH CALENDAR 

  Parish of the Holy Cross 
     December 2019 
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MEETINGS THIS WEEK 

Saturday, November 30th      5 PM  

 ANGEL GIFTS COLLECTED     Atrium 

 ADVENT WREATH BLESSING    Worship Area 

 

Sunday, December 1st       All Masses  

 ANGEL GIFTS COLLECTED     Atrium  

 ADVENT WREATH BLESSING    Worship Area 

 ANOINTING OF THE SICK  10:30AM Worship Area 

 

Monday, December 2nd      4 - 6 PM  

 SPECIAL NEEDS CLASSES     Atrium 

 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS   7PM Fr. Joe Room 

 

Tuesday, December 3rd      10 AM  

 IN STITCHES         Fr. Joe Room 

 

Thursday, December 5th      10 AM  

 SCRIPTURE STUDY       Fr. Joe Room 

 SPECIAL NEEDS WORKSHOP  7PM Fr. Joe Room 

 

Saturday, December 7th      9AM-12PM 

 WREATH/CENTERPIECE PICK-UP     Atrium 

 HOLY HOUR       3:45-4:45 PM  Worship Area 

 ANGEL GIFTS COLLECTED   5PM Atrium 

 

Sunday, December 8th       All Masses  

 ANGEL GIFTS COLLECTED     Atrium 

 YOUTH NIGHT      6 - 8 PM  Atrium  

Congratulations to the following  
November Cash Calendar Winners!  

CASH CALENDAR 

Next weekend, at the offertory, we will 

also be collecting for the Retirement 

Fund for Religious.   

 

Your gift provides vital support for senior 

Catholic sisters, brothers and religious 

order priests.  Thank you for your support 

of this important collection! 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 

 

Thank you for your generous support 

of the 2019 Catholic Ministries Appeal. 
 

If you haven’t done so already,  

please be sure to complete your pledge.  
 

There’s still time to make a gift.  
Please remember that all new pledges 

must be in by December 31, 2019 and 

paid in full by January 31, 2020. 

11/1/19  $50  MaryEllen McCutchen 

11/2/19  $50  Nicholas Lombardo 

11/3/19  $50  Carol McGuire 

11/4/19  $50  Chris Kaminsky 

11/5/19  $50  Kathleen DeWeever 

11/6/19  $50  Constance Lipnicki 

11/7/19  $50  Linda Spahr 

11/8/19  $50  Joan Turner 

11/9/19  $50  Myra Plescia 

11/10/19  $50  Parish Outreach 

11/11/19     $500  Constance Lipnicki 

11/12/19  $50  Tracey Conter 

11/13/19  $50  Barbara Heitman 

11/14/19  $50  Mary Estock 

11/15/19  $50  J & D Grass 

11/16/19  $50  Jack, Addie, Charlie Pitman 

11/17/19  $50  Frank McCutchen 

11/18/19  $50  Lisa Karras 

11/19/19  $50  Henrietta Renken 

11/20/19  $50  Nancy Buonora 

11/21/19  $50  Mary B. Cornell 

11/22/19  $50  Anthony Fumai 

11/23/19  $50  Pam Pavone 

11/24/19  $50  The Mulderig Family 

11/25/19  $50  Catherine Wright 

11/26/19  $50  Theresa Minerva 

11/27/19  $50  Maryann DeNapole 

11/28/19  $50  Carol Volpe 

11/29/19  $50  Kathleen T. Donnelly 

11/30/19  $50  Frank Gargiulo 

Date   Amount       Name 
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