CITY OF THOMPSON FALLS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, February 12, 2024

The City Council meeting was held at the City Hall,
108 Fulton Street, Thompson Falls, MT

Council Members Present:

Raoul Ribeiro, City Council President

Hayley Allen-Blakney, City Council Vice President

Katherine Maudrone

Earlene Powell

Shawni Vaught

Larry Lack

City Officials Present:

Rusti Leivestad, Mayor

Chelsea Peterson, City Clerk/Treasurer

Tim Goen, City Attorney

Police Chief, Chris Nichols

Police Officer, Jason Thorton

QOthers signed in: Sign in sheet attached.

Rusti Leivestad opened the meeting at 6:02 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.

Chelsea Peterson made note of who was present.

The Council passed a motion 6-0 to approve setting the agenda. (Ribeiro, Allen-Blakney)
The Council passed a motion 6-0 to approve the Consent the agenda. (Powell,

Lack)

Standing Committee Reports- The Streets and Alleys Committee met February 1, 2024 to
look into placing a stop sign at the corner of Woodland Street and Preston Avenue. The
committee decided to leave it a Yield sign.

Community Decay Update — None

Information: None

ACTION TAKEN
1. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve Resolution #841 regarding the Montana

Local Government Review & Establishing a study commission. (Allen-Blakney)
Public Comment: Kristen Wing asked where to find the information. It was
explained that the information will be in the upcoming Mayors Corner in the
Sanders County Ledger and for further information she could find information on
the mt.gov website. Gunner Junge asked if this is where you can change from
nonpartisan to partisan. Mark Sheets said that the Form of Government could be



changed during this process. Melinda Thompson asked if the Wards can be changed.
Kristen Wing asked about the $25,000 that would be taxed to the taxpayers and if it
was for one year. It was explained that it would be spread over two years but will
levy for all next Fiscal cycle FY2025. Barb Mosher asked if she can sit on the
committee without being a resident. She was informed per the State Law no you
have to be a resident.

The Council made a motion 6-0 to table the fee schedule. (Powell, Vaught)

. The Council made a motion 6-0 to table the Public Records Resolution & Policy &
Forms. (Ribeiro, Vaught)

. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Auditor Contract. (Ribeiro, Lack)

. The Council made a motion 6-0 to table the Wastewater Project Request for
Reimbursements Phases 1 & 2. (Ribeiro, Maudrone)

6. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Wastewater Phases 1 & 2 Change
Order #16. (Maudrone, Lack) Public Comment: Asked if the work that was
happening downtown was being paid for by just the people on the hill and she was
informed that the residence downtown have been on the sewer system since the
1990’s and have been paying the loans for the lagoon, sewer system and O&M.
Melinda Thompson had questions about her sewer system. Tamra Shear asked for a
timeline and process for the Storm Water project.

7. The Council made a motion 6-0 to approve the Wastewater Project Request for

Reimbursements for Phases 3 & 4. (Ribeiro, Vaught) Public Comment: Beth Junge

asked when construction will start. She was informed that it should be going out to

bid this late Spring with construction to follow. Barb Mosher asked if the city has to
accept the lowest bid and was informed that no the city does not have to award to
the lowest bidder but the construction company has to meet all the criteria set forth
by the city engineer. Dean Johnson asked about the lawsuit with Razz Construction
and was informed that the city cannot talk about pending litigations.

w

U

Unscheduled Public Comment:

Tamara Shear- said there were problems with the road on the corner of Maiden Lane and
Broad Street.

Cindy Bronner - apologized to Council for being rude or if she upset the Council. She also
said that she is a fact finder, wants to expose the truth, is passionate about the people and
what she shares on social media. She wants to set the record straight from the meeting
minutes in December that she is not a CPA and never said she was.

Kristin Wing- had concerns about the water test form that was mailed out and wants to
know why the EPA wants to know, has concerns about EPA condemning houses and
doesn’t want to fill out the form. Tod Wakefield explained that he is also having to do this,
and it is a good thing because if someone has lead pipes there will be grant funding availabie
to help people out.



Gunner Junge - gave a letter from Steve and Jill Fairbanks regarding if the exercise business
they have on Preston Avenue can continue and be sold as an exercise business. They were
informed yes in the current and proposed zoning exercise businesses are allowed in the
permitted uses.

Katherin Maudrone- Congratulated Barb and John Mosher for getting a grant for their
electric buses.

Helen Jensen - asked if the pool will be open this year.

MAYORS REPORT —

Met with a couple of veterans regarding the Memorial at Ainsworth Field. They have some
questions and concerns about the maintenance responsibilities. I've been reviewing the
MOU to get clarification.

Chelsea, Erica and I had a Zoom meeting with Ascent and Avista regarding the pool.
Discussion about helping fund swimming lessons for young people or other possible ways to
support usage.

Teleconference with Great West and Rural Development on status of Phases 1&2 for final
completion, Phase 3&4 in final design to be to DEQ in March, Water Project in final design
to DEQ by May.

Had meeting with TRACS, and Chris Nichols regarding costs for MOU.
Zoom meetings for New Officials, a 5-week series.
Microsoft Team meeting for Government Review

Attended a Zoom with DOT regarding Safe Streets ~ some ideas discussed were Radar
Signs and traffic problems at elementary school when people pick up their children.

A letter was sent to all water users regarding EPA guidelines. The letter included a test
form to determine the service line material where it enters the home at the service meter. If
you have any questions about this or need help, contact city hall for assistance.

Will be going to Montana Municipal Elected Officials Workshop in May.

I have reviewed the Wayfinding Plan, met with Kayla Mosher about my comments. An
updated plan should be available for final review next month.

ATTEST:

Chelsea Peterson, City Clerk/Treasurer



City of Thompson Falls City Council Mectings

Monday, Fe 12, 2024 @ 5:15 P.M.
Agenda:

Public Comment to be taken on agenda items,
Gohgwa&ewhoklonhg&dhmummaksmcmmmmemsmhwspedﬁcmy&cdm 10-01-18
Adding Daycares to residential areas
Adding Short Term Rentals in residential areas (Airbnb’s and Bed & Breakfast)
Taking off the Adult Shops
Storage Units
Parking Lots
Elcctric Charging Stations for Electric Buses and other vehicles
and

R o

AGENDA
OPEN MEETING
ROLL CALL OF THE COUNCIL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
SET THE AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA: Claims, Minutes, Financial Reports, Court Report, Water Shut-off
List/ Arrangements
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
INFORMATIONAL: None
ACTION ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS: or Rusti Leivestad will t the Agenda Item uniess otherwise li
1. Resolution regarding Montana Local Government Review & Establishing a study commission —
Public Comment
Fee Schedule - Public Comment
Public Records Resolution & Policy & Forms ~Public Conment
Auditor Contract - Public Comment
Wastewater Project Request for Reimbursements Phases 1 & 2 - Public Commeut
Wastewater Project Request Change Order #16 - Public Comment
Wastewater Project Request for Reimbursements Phases 3 & 4 - Public Comment
UNSCHEDULED PUBLIC COMMENT - 3 minutes
MAYOR'’S REPORT
ADJOURN

Ne AW

**ThﬂemaybeissmdismsseddmingﬂlcmeeﬁngwhichmynmbeustedmmagmhIfadecisionisrequiudonitcmsof
significant interest, it will be scheduled for another date/time and posted within the required 48-hour notice. This schedule is subject
todungewiﬂloutnoﬁcebmwiﬂbepostedwiﬁﬁnthcreqtdud&hmnoﬁm.lfyonhave any questions, plcasc contact 406-827-
35517.
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Zoning Committee Meeting
City Hall, 108 Fulton Street, Thompson Falls, MT
Monday, February 12, 2024 @ 5:15 P.M.
and
Public Hearing regarding updated Fee Schedule
ity Hall, 108 Fulton Street, Tho on F MT
Monday, February 12, 2024 @ 5:55 P.M.
and
Regular City Council Meeting at the
City Hall, 108 Fulton Street, Thompson Falls, MT
Monday, February 12, 2024 @ 6:00 P.M.
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