
ORDINANCE 22-28 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE HOLDEN BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCES, 

CHAPTER 94: BEACH REGULATIONS (SECTION 94:03 FRONTAL DUNE POLICY 

AND REGULATIONS) 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY the Mayor and Board of Commissioners of the Town of Holden Beach, 

North Carolina, that Chapter 94: Beach Regulations (Section 94.03 Frontal Dune Policy and 

Regulations) be amended as follows. 

 

Section One: Amend Section 94.03(C)(2)(a) to read as follows: 

 

(2) Frontal Dune Policy and Restrictions: 

 

   (a) Whenever property owners elect to construct a walkway across the 

frontal dune on their property, to provide pedestrian access to the beach strand, the following 

specifications shall apply. (Note: the same criteria applies when property owners seek to apply for 

town approval of an encroachment agreement to construct a walkway over public property adjacent 

to their residence.) 

 

    1. The walkway shall be constructed only of building materials 

approved by the N.C. State Building Code North Carolina Residential Building Code. The walking 

passageway shall be no wider than four feet. The underside of the walkway across the frontal dune 

shall be a minimum of 18 inches and a maximum of 36 inches above the crest of the sand. 

Exception: Town owned CAMA accessways may utilize a 6- foot walkway. 

 

    2. The first step down to the beach strand shall be placed no 

farther seaward than the beginning of the downward slope of the dune. or the existing line of 

escarpment determined by averaging the downward slope or escarpment line for the property in 

question and those properties directly adjacent. 

 

    3. Steps shall be of open tread construction with a maximum 

riser height of 8.25 inches and a minimum tread depth of 9.00 inches and shall meet the 

requirements of the N.C. State Building Code. North Carolina Residential Building Code.  

 

    4. In accordance with N.C. State Division of Coastal 

Management’s enforcement of the Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA), the walkway access 

to the beach strand over the frontal dune shall be conclusively presumed to entail negligible 

alteration of the dune. The walkway shall be raised on posts or pilings a minimum of two feet and 

a maximum of five feet depth into the dune. In no case shall the walkway be permitted if it will, 

in the opinion of the Local CAMA Permit Officer, diminish the dune’s capacity as a protective 

barrier against flooding and erosion. 

 

    5. Except for handicap ramps, steps from the walkway to the 

beach strand shall be placed only perpendicular to the frontal dune line. 

 



   6. No structure other than the one four-foot-wide wooden 

walkway shall be located south of the landward toe of the frontal dune. This applies to 

decks, gazebos, sitting areas and other additions that a property owner may desire to make 

to the allowed walkway. Structures (other than the one four-foot walkway) that exist when 

this section is adopted may remain in place temporarily; however, all such structures must 

be removed no later than December 31, 2003, in order to be in compliance with this section. 

A building permit is required if there are any repairs needed to walkway load bearing 

surfaces, such as supporting posts. Adding additional lengths to supporting posts shall 

constitute a repair. Exception: Town owned CAMA accessways may utilize a 6-foot 

walkway. Exception: Property owners with lots that have more than 300 feet from the 

seaward toe of the frontal dune to the last line of natural stable vegetation, as determined 

by the local CAMA officer, may install a single walkway with a maximum width of four 

feet;  the walkway shall be a minimum of three feet high with a maximum height not to 

exceed four feet; and shall terminate at the last line of natural stable vegetation. Walkways 

shall be permitted and built-in accordance with all federal, state, and local building 

requirements. Exception: swimming pools maybe located south of the town’s designated 

frontal dune, placement of pools and decking shall not extend more than 50 feet from the 

established seaward toe of designated frontal dune. This exception only applies when the 

CAMA dune is more seaward than the town’s frontal dune. 

 

Section Two: The Town Clerk is directed to forward this ordinance to American Legal Publishing 

for inclusion in the next published supplement to the Holden Beach Code of Ordinances. 

 

This the 20th day of December, 2022. 

 

             

       J. Alan Holden, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

      

Heather Finnell, Town Clerk   

 

 

     

 


