Opening sentences

One thing | have asked of the Lord,

this is what | seek:

that | may dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life;

to behold the beauty of the Lord

and to seek Him in His temple.

Call: Who is it that you seek?

Response: We seek the Lord our God.
Call: Do you seek Him with all your heart?
Response: Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Call: Do you seek Him with all your soul?
Response: Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Call: Do you seek Him with all your mind?
Response: Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Call: Do you seek Him with all your strength?
Response: Amen. Christ, have mercy.

Declaration of faith

To whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life,

and we have believed and have come to know
that You are the Holy One of God.

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ,

King of endless glory.

Canticle

Christ, as a light

illumine and guide me.

Christ, as a shield

overshadow me.

Christ under me;

Christ over me;

Christ beside me

on my left and my right.

This day be within and without me,
lowly and meek, yet all-powerful.

Be in the heart of each to whom | speak;
in the mouth of each who speaks unto me.
This day be within and without me,
lowly and meek, yet all-powerful.

Christ as a light;

Christ as a shield;

Christ beside me

on my left and my right.



Come Thou Fount

Come Thou fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it
Mount of Thy redeeming love

Here | raise my Ebenezer

Hither by Thy great help |I've come
And | hope by Thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home

Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He to rescue me from danger
Interposed His precious blood

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be

Let Thy goodness like a fetter

Bind my wandering heart to Thee
Prone to wander, Lord | feel it

Prone to leave the God | love

Here's my heart, Lord take and seal it
Seal it for Thy courts above



Death in His Grave

Though the earth cried out for blood
Satisfied her hunger was

Billows calmed on raging seas

For the souls of men she craved
Sun and moon from balcony

Turned their head in disbelief
Precious love would taste the sting
Disfigured and disdained

On Friday a thief

On Sunday a king

Laid down in grief

But woke with the keys
Of hell on that day

First born of the slain

The man Jesus Christ laid
Death in his grave

So three days in darkness slept

The morning sun of righteousness
But rose to shame the throes of death
And overturn his rule

Now daughters and the sons of men
Would pay not their dues again

The debt of blood they owed was rent
When the day rolled anew

On Friday a thief

On Sunday a king

Laid down in grief

But woke holding keys
To hell on that day

The first born of the slain
The man Jesus Christ laid
Death in his grave



Romans 5:12-21

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and
so death spread to all because all have sinned— 13 sin was indeed in the world before the law,
but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to
Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the
one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass,
much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For
the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many
trespasses brings justification.

18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19 For just as by the one man’s disobedience
the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.
20 But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; but where sin increased, grace
abounded all the more, 21 so that, just as sin exercised dominion in death, so grace might also
exercise dominion through justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 8:1-8

8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is
set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

The Message

5:20-21 All that passing laws against sin did was produce more lawbreakers. But sin didn’t, and
doesn’t, have a chance in competition with the aggressive forgiveness we call grace. When it’s
sin versus grace, grace wins hands down. All sin can do is threaten us with death, and that’s the
end of it. Grace, because God is putting everything together again through the Messiah, invites
us into life—a life that goes on and on and on, world without end.

8:5-8 Those who think they can do it on their own end up obsessed with measuring their own
moral muscle but never get around to exercising it in real life. Those who trust God’s action in
them find that God’s Spirit is in them—Iliving and breathing God! Obsession with self in these
matters is a dead end; attention to God leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free life.
Focusing on the self is the opposite of focusing on God. Anyone completely absorbed in self
ignores God, ends up thinking more about self than God. That person ignores who God is and
what he is doing. And God isn’t pleased at being ignored.



Leader

The table of bread is now to be made ready.
It is the table of company with Jesus,

and all who love him.

It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world,
with whom Jesus identified himself.

It is the table of communion with the earth,
in which Christ became incarnate.

So come to this table,

you who have much faith

and you who would like to have more;

you who have been here often

and you who have not been for a long time;
you who have tried to follow Jesus,

and you who have failed;

come

It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.

ALL

Loving God,

through your goodness

we have this bread and juice to offer,

which has come forth from the earth

and human hands have made.

May we know your presence

in the sharing,

so that we may know your touch

and presence in all things.

We celebrate the life that Jesus has shared
among his community through the centuries,
and shares with us now.

Made one in Christ

and one with each other,

we offer these gifts and with them ourselves,
a single living act of praise.

Amen.

Blessing

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,

wherever He may send you.

May He guide you through the wilderness,

protect you through the storm.

May He bring you home rejoicing

at the wonders He has shown you.

May He bring you home rejoicing

once again into our doors.

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen



