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Season

Transforming lives through the power of  choral music

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 3:00 PM

ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH, KENNEWICK

Reginald Unterseher
Carlo Gesualdo+

Special Event:
Recital of Unterseher Songs

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 3:00 PM

RICHLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY



www.smartandconnell.com

Tri-Cities
309 North Delaware St. 
Kennewick, WA 99336
Phone: (509) 735-5555
Fax: (509) 735-2073

Yakima
501 North 2nd Street
Yakima, WA 98901
Phone: (509) 573-3333
Fax: (509) 576-0833

“Your case is our cause!”

Workers’ Compensation   •
Personal Injury •
Automobile Accidents•

Pension and Permanent •
Total Disability

First 
Consultation 

FREE!

INJURY LAWYERS

Academy of Children’s Theatre
213 Wellsian Way, Richland

(509) 943-6027
academyofchildrenstheatre.org

Shrek, the Musical
Oct 11, 12, 18 & 19, 2013

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Dec 6, 7, 13, 14, 2013

Midsummer Night’s Dream
Jan 24, 25, 31 Feb 1, 2014

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing
Feb 28, Mar 1, 7, 8, 2014

Aladdin
April 25, 26, May 2, 3, 4 2014

2013-2014 Season

For information on tickets, classes, auditions
and other events, please visit our website.

Concert Program

Please silence cell phones. 

FEBRUARY 21 & 22 CONCERT PROGRAM ORDER

Song of  a Dream (2012)       Reginald Unterseher (b. 1956)

Baci soavi e cari, Book 1                       Carlo Gesualdo de Venosa (1560-1613)
Ecco, morirò dunque, Book 4
Se te fuggi, io non resto, Book 5
Correte, amanti, a prova, Book 5
Candido e verde fi ore, Book 6
Moro, lasso, al mio duolo, Book 6
Mille volte il dí moro, Book 6

Tristis est anima mea, Tenebrae Responses for Maundy Thursday          Gesualdo

INTERMISSION

The Tyger (2006)             Unterseher

Full Fathom Five (2002)             Unterseher

O Vos Omnes, Sacrae Canciones I                         Gesualdo

[If  You Can Read This] (2014)            Unterseher

Glory, Peace (2011)             Unterseher

The Peace Prayer of  St. Francis (2002)           Unterseher

In Monte Oliveti, Tenebrae Responses for Maundy Thursday           Gesualdo

Soprano

Nitza Brooks
Mary Dann

JoLyn Glenn
Alicia Gorton
Molly Holleran

Jill Madison
Wendy Newbury

Alto

Erin Dickey
Terri Geluso

Lisa Hill
Kelli Kruse
Kathy Payne

Tara Swanson
Libby Watrous

Tenor

Paul Dann
Paul Davis

Ron Johnson
Jeff  Markillie

Ted Miller
Matt Monroe
Sam Purvine

Bass

Mark Barton
Joseph Haws

Jeremy Neufeld
Scott Rodgers

Will Talbot
Reg Unterseher
Bob Watrous

Chuck Wojnowski

Artistic Director

Justin Raffa

Conducting Intern

Jeremy Neufeld

Rehearsal Accompanist

Tara Swanson



REGINALD UNTERSEHER is Music Director and Composer-in-Residence at Shalom United 
Church of  Christ, Richland, Washington. His works are published by Oxford University 
Press, Walton Music, and at ReginaldUnterseher.com and NWChoral.com.

He was the Washington State Music Teacher’s Association’s “Composer of  the Year” for 
2013.

Mr. Unterseher’s compositions are regularly performed throughout the world and have 
been featured at regional and national ACDA and MENC conventions in the US as well as 
at Carnegie Hall in New York City.

He has served as Repertoire & Standards Chair for Men’s Choirs for the Northwest Division 
of  the American Choral Director’s Association, and is in demand as a choral and vocal 
adjudicator and clinician. Mr. Unterseher is a past Artistic Director of  Consort Columbia 
(now Mid-Columbia Mastersingers), founder and past Chorus Master of  Washington East 
Opera, and an active member of  Male Ensemble Northwest.

MidColumbiaMastersingers.org

FEBRUARY 23 RECITAL OF UNTERSEHER SONGS

Sigh No More, Ladies (2013)
~

Vanessa Vega, soprano
Tara Swanson, piano

Hanford Songs: Four Poems by Kathleen Flenniken (2013)
Again I’m Asked if  I Glow in the Dark

Interlude for Dancers
Augean Gray (IV. from Augean Suite)

Rattlesnake Mountain
~

Molly Holleran, soprano
Mary K French and Heather Hull Hart, violin
Amelia Kittson, viola; Michelle Cameron, cello

PAUSE

The Way Summer Fades (2011)
~

Mitzi Lundberg, soprano
Tara Swanson, piano

Here, Bullet (2013)
1. Here, Bullet

2. Ashbah
3. Sadiq

4. Eulogy
5. Jameel

6. The Hurt Locker
7. To Sand

~
Les Green, tenor

Mid-Columbia Mastersingers
Tara Swanson, piano

Recital Program

MidColumbiaMastersingers.org

JUSTIN RAFFA came to the Tri-Cities from Tucson, where he received an M.M. in choral 
conducting at the University of  Arizona. As a graduate student, Justin conducted the UA 
Faculty/Staff  choir during his second year and served as the head conductor of  the University 
Singers in his fi nal semester. At the close of  his tenure, Justin received Outstanding Graduate 
Student Leadership Awards from both the Graduate & Professional Student Council and the 
Center for Student Involvement & Leadership, in addition to being nominated for the 2008 
Arizona Governor’s Arts Award.

In Arizona, Justin was an active member of  the Arizona Music Educators Association and 
served on the Arizona Choral Directors Association state board as Repertoire & Standards 
Chair for Community Choirs. Justin served as Minister of  Music at Rincon Congregational 
United Church of  Christ and taught elementary school choral music in private schools. During 
the 2007-08 season, Justin was selected as the fi rst assistant conductor of  the Southern Arizona 
Women’s Chorus and guest conducted the Wieck Chamber Singers and Orchestra as well as the 
Dutchess County (NY) Elementary Honor Choir.

Justin began his professional career as a teacher in Bisbee, AZ, where he oversaw the high 
school choral department and theatre arts curriculum, in addition to directing the Bisbee 
Community Chorus and serving on the board of  the Bisbee Arts Commission. Originally from 

South Jersey, Justin is a graduate of  Westminster Choir College of  Rider University in Princeton, NJ, where he received a B.M. in music 
education with a vocal concentration and was awarded the Rider University President’s Award at graduation. As a student, Justin studied 
conducting and group vocal technique with James Jordan, whom he rejoined forces with during the summer of  2007 as an instructor 
for Westminster’s Vocal Institute. Justin also served as a founding member of  The Actors Company at Westminster, where he had the 
opportunity to perform onstage and conduct in several musical productions.

Justin has sung as part of  the Berkshire Choral Festival, Spoleto Festival USA, Voces Novae et Antiquae, the Tucson Symphony Orchestra 
Chorus, the Berwick Chorus of  the Oregon Bach Festival, and continues to perform as a founding member of  the Tucson Chamber 
Artists. As a member of  the Westminster Symphonic Choir under Joseph Flummerfelt, Justin sang with some of  the world’s leading 
conductors and orchestras, including Riccardo Muti and Sir Neville Marriner with the New York Philharmonic and Riccardo Chailly with 
the Royal Concertgebouw. Currently, Justin sings with Male Ensemble Northwest and Chor Anno, two regional ensembles made up of  
professional choral musicians in the Pacifi c Northwest, alongside his friend and voice instructor Reginald Unterseher. This season, Justin 
will serve Male Ensemble Northwest in an additional capacity as its new board President.

Since his arrival in the Tri-Cities in August 2008, Justin has endeavored to build increased collaboration within the local performing 
arts community. In addition to his role with the Mastersingers, Justin served for fi ve years as Orchestra Manager of  the Mid-Columbia 
Symphony and Chorus Master of  the Oregon East Symphony in Pendleton. Justin has also served as an actor, music director and board 
member with Mid-Columbia Musical Theatre, music director with Columbia Basin College Summer Showcase productions, conductor 
of  the Three Rivers Children’s Chorus, and Music Director at All Saints Episcopal Church in Richland. Additionally, Justin has served 
as an adjudicator for local festivals and competitions through the Columbia Basin Music Education Association and Washington State 
Educational Theatre Association. Justin currently serves the local board of  the American Choral Directors Association as Repertoire & 
Standards Chair for Community Choirs in Washington State.

Justin is a passionate advocate for the arts in the community, and the City of  Richland Arts Commission honored him with the 2012 
award for Outstanding Individual Contribution to the Arts. He is a board member with the Arts Center Task Force, whose goal is to 
build a much needed Performing Arts Center for the Tri-Cities. Justin is also a member of  the Richland Rotary Club, and can be seen as 
a frequent performer and emcee for numerous charitable events across the Tri-City community. He was recently awarded the Washington 
State 2013 Outstanding Emerging Choral Conductor award and was selected as a member of  the Leadership Tri-Cities Class XIX. Justin 
lives with his partner Molly Holleran, singer and voice teacher extraordinaire, and their long-haired dachshund Coda.

Congratulations, Justin!
The Mastersingers are proud to announce that our 

Artistic Director Justin Raffa has been named 

2013-14 Friend of Music
by the Columbia Basin Music Educators Association




