BRIAN TURNER featuring the MID-COLUMBIA MASTERSINGERS.

E An evening of poetry and music with award-winning poet and veteran,

BRIAN TURNER

Turner is the author of two poetry collections, Here, Bullet which won the 2005
Beatrice Hawley Award, the New York Times “Editor’s Choice” selection, the
2006 PEN Center USA “Best in the West” award, and the 2007 Poets Prize,
among others; and Phantom Noise, which was shortlisted for the 2010 T.S.
Eliot Prize in Poetry. He is also the author of a memoir, My Life as a Foreign
Country, which made Powell’'s Best Nonfiction of 2014 list. Turner served
seven years in the US Army, including one year as an infantry team leader

in Iraq with the 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division.

About the Poet
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PROGRAM

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
PoOETRY FROM THE IRAQ WAR

“Here, Bullet,” seven songs for voice, chorus, and piano, music by Reginald Unterseher
Leslie W. Green, tenor
1. Here, Bullet
2. Ashbah
3. Sadiq
4. Eulogy
5. Jameel
6. The Hurt Locker
7. To Sand

POETRY OF THE VETERAN EXPERIENCE

A conversation about the veteran experience
Brian Turner, Ted Miller, Stella Williams, Reginald Unterseher

“Phantom Noise,” from DREAMS OF THE FALLEN, music by Jake Runestad
PoETRY OF LOVE AND LoOss

“On This Harvest Moon,” music by Reginald Unterseher

Sponsored by Arts Foundation of the Mid-Columbia, Mid-Columbia Mastersingers, and Amentum

THANK YOU
Dahami Uduwana, sophomore at Kamiakin High School
Joyce Donais, English teacher at Kamiakin High School
Daishaundra Loving-Hearne with Urban Poets Society
Shalom United Church of Christ

Mip-CoLUMBIA MASTERSINGERS

Reginald Unterseher, Associate Conductor
Benjamin Walley, Piano

SopPraNO Arro TENOR Bass
Mary Dann Clarissa Fraley Derek Hughes Nelson Green
Jacqueline Green Lisa Hill Jeff Markillie Glenn Holmes
Molly Holleran Amber Johnson Stephen Miller Daniel Jordheim
Mitzi Holmes Ellen Kathren Ted Miller Timothy McCall
Samantha Schneider Tanya Knickerbocker Matthew Monroe Weston Walker
Elida Wadsworth Erin Patterson Matt Smith Aaron Welling

WWW.MCMASTERSINGERS.ORG




Brian Turner, Poet

Brian Turner is the author of five collections of poetry including Here, Bullet (2005), winner of
the 2005 Beatrice Hawley Award, the New York Times “Editor’s Choice” selection, the 2006
PEN Center USA “Best in the West” award, and the 2007 Poets Prize; and his most recent, The
Wild Delight of Wild Things (2023). He is also the author of the memoir My Life as a Foreign
Country, which made Powell’s Best Nonfiction of 2014 list.

My Life as a Foreign Country (2014) follows the experience of one soldier in one recent war—
the preparations, actions, homecomings, and infinite aftermath—but then explodes from those
narrow limits. Turner’s account combines recollection and imagination and leaps centuries

and continents to seek parallels in the histories of other men. The result is an opportunity to
enter the head of a man still stalked by war, to experience conflict with new definition and
lasting effect. Benjamin Busch calls the memoir a “brilliant fever dream of war’s surreality, its
lastingness, its place in families and in the fate of nations. Each sentence,” he says, “has been
carefully measured, weighed with loss and vitality, the hard-earned language of a survivor who
has seen the world destroyed and written it back to life.” Jen Percy in the New York Times Sunday Book Review declared, “My
Life as a Foreign Country is a triumph of form and content, and a praiseworthy example of how the empathetic imagination can
function beautifully in nonfiction writing.... History can only be served by this kind of attention.”

Turner served seven years in the US Army, including one year as an infantry team leader in Iraq with the 3rd Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division. Prior to that, he was deployed to Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1999-2000 with the 10th Mountain
Division. In his poetry and prose, Turner conveys both elegant and devastating portraits of what it means to be a soldier and a
human being.

In addition to his poetry and memoir, Turner is the editor of The Kiss and co-editor of The Strangest of Theatres anthologies. A
musician, he has also written and recorded several albums with The Interplanetary Acoustic Team, including 11 11 (Me Smiling)
and The Retro Legion’s American Undertow.

Turner’s poems and essays have been published in The New York Times, The Guardian, National Geographic, Harper’s, among
other fine journals, and he was featured in the documentary film Operation Homecoming: Writing the Wartime Experience, which
was nominated for an Academy Award. A Guggenheim Fellow, he has received a USA Hillcrest Fellowship in Literature, the Amy
Lowell Traveling Fellowship, the Poets’ Prize, and a Fellowship from the Lannan Foundation. His poems have been published and
translated into Arabic, Chinese, Dutch, French, German, Hebrew, Italian, Polish, Serbo-Croatian, Spanish, Swedish, and more.

He lives in Orlando, Florida, with his dog, Dene, the world’s sweetest golden retriever.

VETERANS AND MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES

Wounded Warrior Project:
https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/programs/mental-wellness

US Dept of Veterans Affairs:
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov

Veterans Crisis Line:
Dial 988 then press 1
24/7 confidential crisis support for veterans and their loved ones
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net
800-273-8255 then press 1
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Reginald Unterseher, Composer

Reginald Unterseher is Music Director and Composer-in-Residence at Shalom United Church of
Christ, Richland, Washington. His works are published by Oxford University Press, Walton Music,
MusicSpoke.com, and his web site, as well as in the Justice Choir Songbook.

He was the Washington State Music Teacher’s Association’s “Composer of the Year” for 2013.

Mr. Unterseher’s compositions are regularly performed throughout the world and have been
featured at regional and national ACDA and MENC conventions in the US as well as at Carnegie
Hall in New York City.

Reginald Unterseher has always been drawn to composing pieces about the natural world and
current events. His career path has careened between being a ski instructor, an opera and music
theater performer, an at-home dad to three children, a conductor, and voice teacher. He has served
WA ACDA and NW ACDA in several R&R roles over the last 20 years. He is a founding member
of Northwest Choral Publishing. Reg has had more of his compositions performed in a nuclear reactor than any other composer in
history, living or dead.

He was born in Walla Walla, Washington in 1956.

Jake Runestad, Composer

Considered “one of the best of the younger American composers” (Chicago Tribune), EMMY ®-
winning and GRAMMY ®-nominated composer and conductor Jake Runestad has received
commissions and performances from leading ensembles and organizations such as Washington
National Opera, the Los Angeles Master Chorale, the Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra, the
Dallas Symphony Orchestra & Chorus, the Pacific Symphony & Chorale, True Concord Voices

& Orchestra, the Netherlands Radio Choir, the Philippine Madrigal Singers, Seraphic Fire, the
Santa Fe Desert Chorale, and many more. “The Hope of Loving,” the first album dedicated to
Jake’s choral music, recorded by professional American choir Conspirare, received a GRAMMY®
nomination. In 2019, Jake became one of the youngest composers ever awarded the prestigious
Raymond C. Brock commission by the American Choral Directors Association. “Earth Symphony,”
Jake’s ground-breaking choral symphony written with librettist Todd Boss, earned a 2022 EMMY®
Award for musical composition. Jake’s visceral music and charismatic personality have fostered

a busy schedule of commissions, residencies, workshops, and conducting engagements, enabling him to share his passion for
creativity, expressivity, and community with musicians around the world.

Dubbed a “choral rockstar” by American Public Media, Jake is one of the most frequently performed composers of concert music.
His thoughtful and compelling works “that speak to some of the most pressing and moving issues of our time” (Star Tribune), have
been heard in thousands of performances across the globe. Jake Runestad holds a Master’s degree in composition from the Peabody
Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins University where he studied with Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Kevin Puts. Find out more
at: JakeRunestad.com

Leslie W. Green, Tenor

Tenor Leslie W. Green is in high demand as a soloist in the Northwest and beyond. Praised for

his seemingly effortless, expressive singing, Mr. Green performs a wide variety of literature
ranging from Bach arias to contemporary art songs. A lover of choral singing, Green has appeared
throughout the Northwest with many of the finest ensembles including Bach Cantata Choir,
Portland Symphonic Choir, Resonance Ensemble, and many more. He is a long-time member of
the internationally recognized professional ensemble Cappella Romana, performing in numerous
concerts, multiple recordings, two appearances at the prestigious Utrecht Early Music Festival, and
multiple tours to destinations across Europe, the United States, and Canada.

Les works in Information Systems at the University of Portland, enjoys running, reading, video
.+ games and generally being curious about the wider world.
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‘ballet ASTERSINGERS SYMPHONY
Info & tickets at MCAF-TC.ORG

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
/V Joe Francik, President
Emilia Keener, Vice President
Clarissa Fraley, Treasurer
/V Jennifer Rodriquez, Secretary

Ellen Kathren, Past President
Ana Armijo

MID—COLUMBIA e pazato
ASTERSINGERS

Dusty Howard
Transforming lives through the power of choral music Daphne Jackson
Talitha McCall
ADDRESS
1177 Jadwin Ave, Ste 110

Richland WA 99352 STAFF

OrricE HOURS ARrTIsTIC DIRECTOR Justin Raffa

Monday-Thursday 10am-2pm MANAGING DirecTOR Lori Fregin

AssociaTE ConpucTor Reginald Unterseher

509-460-1766
info@MCMastersingers.org
www.MCMastersingers.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
’! AccoMPaNIST Benjamin Walley
!'{_‘l‘_ A\
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MY Chaomr DirecTOR Debi Teague
MY CHoir AccompaNiST Amy Talbott
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THANK YOU TO OUR MASTERSINGERS DONORS!

/Mmzfmw
$10,000-$24,999

Charles Eaton
Fox Vance Family Foundation
Washington State Department of Commerce

Con Bric

$6.,000-$9.,999

Washington State Arts Commission

$2.,400-$5,999
Arts Foundation of the Mid-Columbia
Steve & Bonnie Baker
Michael Galgoul and NLee Prince
Kevin & Donna Glass*

Ted & Tina Miller*
Women Helping Women Fund Tri-Cities

Esbressive
$1/800-$2.399

Casie Davidson*
Lester & Kathy Payne*
Mary Peters
STCU

Aecellrand s

$1,200-$1,799

Laurel & Lynn Adams
Amentum
Gene Gower*
Scott Rodgers & Britt Hanson*
Lisa Hill
Ronald & Diane Johnson*
Timothy & Stephanie McCall*
Joyce McClanahan
Boyce Burdick & Margo McGowan
William & Maja Shaw
Steven & Julie Wiley*

Visit www.MCMastersingers.org
or call 509-460-1766 to join our

family of donors!

Cuntalile

$600-$1,199

Lucinda Borneman*
Benita Brown*
Mary Dann*
Elizabeth Erickson*
Joe & Rebecca Francik™
Jamie Goad*

David & Sylvia Harris*
International Bicycle Polo Federation
Jonathan & Candice Jones*

Dan & Ellen Kathren*

Bryan & Emilia Keener*
Miriam Kerzner*

Gregery Levy*

Jeffrey & Meng Markillie*
Talitha McCall & Paul Danz*
Ann Nash
Ann Roberts
Joel & Debra Rogo
Valerie Silva*

United Way of Benton & Franklin County
Reginald Unterseher & Sheila Dunlop*

Sostenute

$300-$599

Elaine Ballou
Jim & Linda Bauer
Sharon Burns - First Aid Ed*
Cassandra Cyprien
Jonathan & Erin Dickey*
Brian English*
Gregory & Catherine Exarhos
Clarissa Fraley*
Richard & Danica Garcia
Annette Gordon
Jeremiah Griffith*
Hole In The Ocean, Inc.*
Amber Johnson*
Tanya Knickerbocker*
Kerry Lorenzo
Anne Nolan
Fred & Connie Raffa
Evan & Joan Rosenberg
Michael Sackschewsky*
Edward Siciliano
Tri-City Family Expo
Weston & Mary Beth Walker
John Williams*
Thomas Weber

1AL
$180-$299

Amazon Smile Foundation
Michey & Luana Beary
Eric & Hannah Bonham*
Carla Chiotti
Ruth Ann Hickey
John Masulonis & Alex Roeder*
Matt & Theresa Monroe
Larry Morris
Ann Roseberry
Michael & Patricia Scott
Barbara Tanner
Chuck & Beverly Torelli
Scott & Jessie Wagnon™

Dolle

$100-$179

Elaine Bacon*

Carl Baker*
Emma Barnes*
Melinda Brown

Dan Clark
April Connors
Paul Davis
Kay Deffenbaugh*
Chris & Nancy Doran
Steve Ghan*
Glenn & Mitzi Holmes*
LeAnne Johnson

Jeff Kissel*

Joshua Maloney
James & Martha Mather
Joe McCall*
Maximiano Mendez*
Jim & Beverly Noyce
Carson & Holli Roach*
Chris Rose
Matt Smith
Anna Tadlock
Muriel Templeton
Richard Walling
Carolyn Williams
Charles & Kathleen Wilson*

*Continuo Donors make a regular monthly contribution

WWW.MCMASTERSINGERS.ORG




TRI-CITIES

COLUMDIf

CHORALE

Columbia Chorale
Returns!

All singers 16 years of age and over
are welcome. No auditions or prior
experience required.

Rehearsals held weekly on Tuesdays
from 6:30-8:30 PM at Kennewick
First Presbyterian Church

Marianne Larsen, director
Cheryl Cannard, accompanist

For more information, contact us at
chorale@mcmastersingers.org

Grades 4-6, Thursdays at 4:00 at ACT

Register online at academyofchildrenstheatre.org




CoLUMBIA CHORALE & MASTERSINGERS YOUTH CHOIR
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FripAY, APRIL 14 AT 7:00PM
SATURDAY, APRIL 15 AT 2:00PMm

KENNEWICK FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2001 W. KENNEWICK AVENUE

SUGGESTED DONATION $10, K-12 STUDENTS FREE

~— AN AID-COLUMBIA A7
iMASTERSlNGERS /’/{”‘Wﬂ’

s
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