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Monday, September 18, 2023 1 Complete No Hike

Monday, September 25, 2023 2 Complete No Hike

Monday, October 2, 2023 3 Complete No Hike

Monday, October 9, 2023 4 Complete No Hike

Monday, October 16, 2023 5 Complete No Hike

Monday, October 23, 2023 6 Complete 251 McDowell 

Sonoran 

Preserve

A Hike - McDowell SP - East End Mountain Short Circuit 

(PCHC # 251)

A 12.9 2700 Rough 5 88 Neal Wring 7 REGULAR START TIME: 6:30 AM

HIKE LEADER: Neal Wring

DESCRIPTION: This hike is a 12.9 mile counter clockwise loop hike with an elevation gain of 2700 feet. A long, strenuous hike on excellent trails with 

sweeping views.  From the Gateway Trailhead, take the Gateway Loop Trail south, then climb the Bell Pass Trail to its highpoint.  Continuing the Bell Trail, 

connect to the East End Trail. Climb to the junction with the Tom Thumb Trail. Turn left and climb upwords to the junction with the Tom Thumb spur trail. 

Turn right here for an inandout to visit Toms Thumb. On return to the Tom Thumb Trail turn right and then left at the next junction towards the Lookout. 

After visiting the Lookout return to the Tom Thumbs Trail. Turn left and return to the parking lot via Toms Thumb Trail, Windgate and Gateway North Loop 

Trails. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Optional upandback rough track to East End Peak adds 0.6 miles and 300 Elevation Gain.

TRAILHEAD NAME: Gateway Trailhead, McDowell Sonoran Preserve TRAILS: Gateway Loop, Bell Pass, East End, Tom Thumb Trail, Lookout, Windgate, 

Gateway Loop Trail

FEES AND FACILITIES: No park fees. Restrooms at trailhead. Water at trailhead.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: to McDowell Sonoran Preserve: Gateway Trailhead: Head south on PebbleCreek Parkway, take I10 East (left), then take Highway 

101 North all the way around to Scottsdale.  Exit at Princess/Pima Bell Road (exit #36).   Continue straight through the light to get to Bell Road.  Turn east 

(left) on Bell Road and go approximately 1.4 miles.  Turn north (left) onto Thompson Peak Parkway.  Turn right into trailhead parking 0.5 mi. up the road.  

DRIVING DISTANCE: 88 miles

URL PHOTOS: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/McDowellSonoranPreserve/Gateway-Bell-East-Peak-Toms-Thumb-Gateway-Loop/A-HikeToms-Thumb-

15-Mile-LoopLynnW2020-2021

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/McDowell-Sonoran-Preserve/i-WxTgCXz

URL GPX: https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgywFpJqBF4azWILr4VSRq87kZWj?e=TQE8Qd

PCHC TRAIL ID: 251

SUGGESTED DRIVER DONATION: $7

Monday, October 30, 2023 7 Complete No Hike

Monday, November 6, 2023 8 Complete 10 Skyline 

Regional Park

A Hike - Skyline RP - Skyline Four Peaks Challenge (PCHC # 

10)

A 15 3900 Good 0 30 2 REGULAR START TIME: 6:30 AM

DESCRIPTION: This hike is a 15 mile clockwise loop hike with an elevation gain of 3900 feet. All trail hike around the Skyline Park from Pyrite Summit to 

Valley Vista to Crest Summit to Javelina Summit. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Long distance. All trails so no bushwhacking. Bring extra food and electrolytes

TRAILHEAD NAME: Mountain Wash Trailhead TRAILS: Turnbuckle, Pyrite, Chuckwalla, Granite Falls, Turnbuckle, Lost Creek, Summit Ridge, Tortuga, 

Javalina, Tortuga, Quartz Mine.

FEES AND FACILITIES: Restrooms are at the parking lot, No park fee

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: to Skyline Regional Park Trailhead Head south on PebbleCreek Parkway, then go west on I10. Turn north (right) on Watson Road. 

Continue to the end of the road close to the park facilities. DRIVING DISTANCE: 30 miles

URL PHOTOS: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Skyline-Park/A-HikeSkyline-4-PeaksLynnW2021-2022

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/Skyline-Regional-Park/i-rD4H4Hs

URL GPX: https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgywFpJqBF4alxz4EXHHxGlyxRAY

PCHC TRAIL ID: 10

SUGGESTED DRIVER DONATION: $2

Monday, November 13, 2023 9 Complete No Hike Neal Wring

Monday, November 20, 2023 10 Complete No Hike

Monday, November 27, 2023 11 Complete No Hike

Monday, December 4, 2023 12 Complete No Hike

Monday, December 11, 2023 13 Complete No Hike

Monday, December 18, 2023 14 Complete Neal Wring

Monday, December 25, 2023 15 Complete No Hike

Monday, January 1, 2024 16 Complete No Hike

Monday, January 8, 2024 17 Complete No Hike

Monday, January 15, 2024 18 Complete

Monday, January 22, 2024 19 Current No Hike

Monday, January 29, 2024 20 Final Draft No Hike

Monday, February 5, 2024 21 Future No Hike
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Monday, February 12, 2024 22 Future 5 South 

Mountain Park

A Hike - South Mountain Park - Maricopa Peak Big Loop 

(PCHC # 5)

A 14.7 2545 Rough 20 60 Neal Wring 5 6:30 AM UNUSUAL START TIME: 6:30 AM

HIKE LEADER: Neal Wring

DESCRIPTION: This hike is a 14.7 mile counter clockwise loop hike with an elevation gain of 2545 feet. Park at 5 Tables / Ranger Trailhead from Ranger 

Trailhead follow park road north for .25 mile to the Crosscut Trail. Turn left on Crosscut Trail to the junction with the HauPal Trail. Bear left and follow this 

trail uphill to the ridge line. The HauPal Trail abruptly turns right and steeply climbs the open ridge over several rocky outcrops to join the Alta Trail rising 

from the left. Follow the Alta Trail along the ridge and at the point the Alta Trail turns north, leave the path and climb to the trailless summit of Maricopa 

Peak. On the far side of the summit drop onto the Alta Trail for the long descent to the San Juan Lookout. At this point follow the National Trail as it crosses 

the valley and steadily climbs onto the ridge of the Gila Range. After a quick stop on Goat Hill turn left downhill on the Ranger Trail to return to the car. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Long mileage (12.6 miles) with 2 main uphill sections (Full Alta and National Trails). One offTrail section (summit of Maricopa 

Peak).

TRAILHEAD NAME: Ranger Trailhead at Five Tables picnic area TRAILS: Crosscut, HauPal, Alta Ridge Trails with return via National and Ranger Trails

FEES AND FACILITIES: Restrooms and water are at the ranger station at entrance to park.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: to Trailhead: Head south on PebbleCreek Parkway, then go east (left) on I10 to 202 South. Exit 202 South at Baseline. Turn left onto 

Baseline. Turn right onto Central Avenue. Follow Central into South Mountain Park. Meet at park office. Caravan to parking area at the Ranger Trailhead in 

the Five Tables picnic area. DRIVING DISTANCE: 60 miles

URL PHOTOS: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Other-4/Maricopa-Peak-Goat-Hill-Loop/A-HikeSouth-Mtn-Alta-National-GoatLynnW2021-2022

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/South-Mountain-Park/i-HtFQKrH

URL GPX: https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgywFpJqBF4alxOLy_gosmTohoYj

PCHC TRAIL ID: 5

SUGGESTED DRIVER DONATION: $5

Monday, February 19, 2024 23 Future No Hike

Monday, February 26, 2024 24 Future 15 Superstition 

Mountains

A Challenge Hike - Superstition Mountains - Superstitions 

Ridgeline Carney Springs to Siphon Draw (PCHC # 15)

A Challenge 14 4550 Rough 0 180 Neal Wring 13 4:00 AM UNUSUAL START TIME: 4:00 AM

HIKE LEADER: Neal Wring

REASON FOR CHALLENGE: Advanced route finding and scrambling skills required. Long boulder scramble down Siphon Draw at end of hike. 10 to 12 hours 

of hiking. Consider having a car drop to save time at end of hike.

DESCRIPTION: This hike is a 14 mile point to point hike with an elevation gain of 4550 feet. This is a 14+ mile/4500+ point to point route in the 

Superstitions Wilderness. Commonly regarded as one of the most difficult routes in the Phoenix area. A true PCHC A Challenge Hike. This hike starts from 

Carney Springs Trailhead and climbs up the Carney Springs trail to the high ridgeline. After this the route turns west and follows a rough trail with some 

scrambling required up to and down from the summit of Superstitions Peak 5057 (the highest point in the Superstitions). The route continues up and over 

and around several peaks before dropping down to Flatiron. After this the route takes the rocky Siphon Draw back to the second car parked at Lost 

Dutchman State Park. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: This is a steep and rocky high ridge route across several peaks including Superstition Peak 5057 (the high point of this 

wilderness area). Extremely steep ascent via Carney Springs with over 1300 in less than a mile. Multiple rock chutes to traverse and exposed scrambling 

skills are necessary. Extremely steep descent via Siphon Draw over 2500 in two miles. Multiple ascents of over 500 to smaller peaks across the ridge. 

Expect 10 to 12 hours to complete the ridgeline hike. Poles may be useful for downhill stability. Expect some difficult navigation areas and cairn searching. 

There is one escape route off the ridge via Hieroglyphics trail. Bring extra water/electrolytes and food as this will challenge your stamina. 2 or more 

vehicles are required: one will be positioned at the end of the route at the Lost Dutchman State Park and one other will be used to start at Carney Springs 

Trailhead. Early start required to position cars in the morning and to pick up the second car in the evening.

TRAILHEAD NAME: Lost Goldmine East Trailhead TRAILS: Carney Springs Trail, Superstition Ridge Trail, Syphon Draw Trail

FEES AND FACILITIES: No Restrooms and water at the trailhead. No park fees.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: to Superstitions Lost Goldmine trailhead Take I10 east to Hwy 60 east (HOV all the way). Go 8.5 mi past Apache J to the Peralta Rd 

turnoff (approx. 32 mi. from I10). Turn left on Peralta Road. The trailhead is about 6 miles north on the left on a well maintained dirt road. Restrooms are 

available 1 mile further at Peralta Trailhead. Directions to Superstitions Lost Dutchman State Park Out the main gate, south to I10. Take I10 east to Route 

202 east (carpool lane exits on left) Exit onto Brown Road. Turn left on Brown Road. Turn left onto Apache Trail (Hwy 88). Turn right into Lost Dutchman 

State Park and pay $7.00 fee. Park at the Cholla trailhead. Restrooms are ¼ mile up the road. DRIVING DISTANCE: 180 miles

URL PHOTOS: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/SuperstitionWilderness/Superstition-Ridgeline/A-HikeSuperstition-RidgelineLynnW2020-2021

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/Superstition-Wilderness-/i-Q3cQJNk

URL GPX: https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgywFpJqBF4alx922HhpFckM-Pyp

PCHC TRAIL ID: 15
Monday, March 4, 2024 25 Future No Hike

Monday, March 11, 2024 26 Future 9 White Tank 

Mountains 

Regional Park

A Challenge Hike - White Tank MRP - Barry Goldwater Peak 

Summit via KSWB-FM Antenna (PCHC # 9)

A Challenge 16.5 3635 Rough 30 30 Neal Wring 2 REGULAR START TIME: 7:00 AM

HIKE LEADER: Neal Wring

REASON FOR CHALLENGE: Tough trailless climb to the antenna, steep hike on jeep trail. Long mileage.

DESCRIPTION: This hike is a 16.5 mile counter clockwise loop hike with an elevation gain of 3635 feet. The route leads to the highest point in the White 

Tanks range via the rarely visited KSWB FM Antenna. This hike takes the Waddell and Ford Canyon Trail for 4.5 miles until the trail rises up the grassy 

hillside. At this point we will begin the 2 miles bushwhack westbound to the KSWB FM Antenna. From this point we will take the Maintenance Road south 

a further 3 miles to Mount Barry Goldwater. From here we will hike generally east 7 miles back to the parking lot via the trailless ridge south west to the 

Goat Camp and Mesquite trails. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: This hike uses a mix of trailless routes, hiking trails and rough Jeep roads. High mileage plus steep bushwhack to KSWB FM 

Antenna and steep Jeep road connector to Barry Goldwater Summit. Popular with bowhunters during hunting season (January). 

TRAILHEAD NAME: Waddell Trailhead TRAILS: Waddell, Ford Canyon, Bushwhack to KSWB, Jeep Road to Barry Goldwater Summit, Bushwhack to Goat 

Camp, Return via Mesquite. 

FEES AND FACILITIES: Restrooms at the trailhead. Park fee is $7.00 per car for all trailheads (except from the library which is $2.00 per hiker). 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: to White Tank Mountains Regional Park. Take 303 North (right). Exit at Northern (next to zoo) and turn left (West). Turn right on 

Cotton. Turn left on Olive and follow it to the park gate. Trailhead parking is at Picnic area #7. DRIVING DISTANCE: 30 miles

URL PHOTOS: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/WhiteTankMountainRegionalPark/Challenge-Hikes/A-HikeWT-Goat-Camp-Mesquite-LoopLynnW2021-

2022

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/White-Tank-Mountain-Regional-Park/i-WJ22C84

URL GPX: https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgywFpJqBF4alxv95EjgQ4-LOvd0

PCHC TRAIL ID: 9

SUGGESTED DRIVER DONATION: $2

Monday, March 18, 2024 27 Future No Hike
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Monday, March 25, 2024 28 Future 7 White Tank 

Mountains 

Regional Park

A Hike - White Tank MRP - Circumference Route (PCHC # 7) A 17.3 2950 Excellent 0 30 Neal Wring 2 REGULAR START TIME: 7:00 AM

HIKE LEADER: Neal Wring

DESCRIPTION: This hike is a 17.3 mile counter clockwise loop hike with an elevation gain of 2950 feet. The hike starts at the Trailhead Horse Staging Area 

and follows the full length of the Ford Canyon Trail, the full length of the Goat Camp Trail and reconnects to staging area via the South and Mule Deer 

trails. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: A long walk. Expect to be out all day. A good stretch of the legs. Side trips to Eileens Throne (mile 6) and Lynns Lookout (mile 

11). Recommend to bring extra liquids and food.

TRAILHEAD NAME: Ford Canyon Trailhead at Horse Staging Trailhead TRAILS: Ford Canyon, Goat Camp, South, Mule Deer

FEES AND FACILITIES: Portajohn at the trailhead. Park fee is $7.00 per car for all trailheads (except from the library which is $2.00 per hiker). 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: to the White Tank Mountains Regional Park. Head north on PebbleCreek Parkway to Indian School Road. Turn west (left) and take 

Loop 303 North. Exit at Northern (next to the zoo) and turn left (West). Turn right on Cotton. Turn left on Olive and follow Olive to the park gate. Ford 

Canyon Trail trailhead parking is at the horse staging area on the right just before the Waterfall Canyon Road junction. DRIVING DISTANCE: 30 miles

URL PHOTOS: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/WhiteTankMountainRegionalPark/Goat-Camp/A-HikeWT-Ford-Goat-Camp-Big-LoopLynnW2021-2022

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/White-Tank-Mountain-Regional-Park/i-gnqTQcW

URL GPX: https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgywFpJqBF4al2ZVXN0RlJREy7d8

PCHC TRAIL ID: 7

SUGGESTED DRIVER DONATION: $2

Monday, April 1, 2024 29 Future No Hike

Monday, April 8, 2024 30 Future 14 Spur Cross 

Ranch 

Conservation 

Area

A Challenge Hike - Spur Cross Ranch CA - Skull Mesa 

Summit Crossing and Cottonwood Loop from Spur Cross 

(PCHC # 14)

A Challenge 18.5 4092 Rough 0 110 Neal Wring 8 5:30 AM UNUSUAL START TIME: 5:30 AM

HIKE LEADER: Neal Wring

REASON FOR CHALLENGE: Advanced route finding skills required for the overgrown eastern part of the Skull Mesa Loop.

DESCRIPTION: This hike is an 18.5 mile lollipop hike with an elevation gain of 4092 feet. From Spur Cross Trailhead, take the Maricopa Trail 2 miles to park 

boundary. Continue north on forestry road 48 for another 2 miles. At junction with Cave Creek Park route 4 turn right then right again onto trail #247 

(Cottonwood Trail). In 2 miles at the junction with #248 (Skull Mesa Trail) turn left and climb 1 mile steeply up to the summit of Skull Mesa. Continue east 

on #248 1.5 miles over the summit of Skull Mesa and steeply down to the junction with the Quien Sabe Trail (enjoy the views of the trailless Quien Sabe 

Peak to the north). Continue to follow #248 south another 1.5 miles to the junction with #247 (Cottonwood Trail). Turn right (west) and walk 2 miles back 

to the Skull Mesa Trail junction. Return 4 miles to the parking lot following the path described above. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: All trails. Long Mileage approximately 16 miles. Allow 10 hours for this hike. Stream crossings may be required along the 

Maricopa Trail High elevation gain. Steep uphill to the top of Skull Mesa (over 1000 feet in one mile). Remote setting so possible overgrown vegetation 

may make navigation difficult at times especially on east side of Skull Mesa. Approximately 1.5 miles of wash hiking on the cottonwood trail. Good chance 

of seeing wildlife. Recommend bringing extra water and electrolytes on this hike.

TRAILHEAD NAME: Spur Cross Trailhead TRAILS: Spur Cross #4, National Forest Trails #247, # 248, #247, Spur Cross #4

FEES AND FACILITIES: Park fee is $3 per person or free with a Maricopa Park Pass (up to five hikers per pass). Portajohns .25 mile from trailhead on spur 

cross trail.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: to Cave Creek Spur Cross Trailhead: Head north on PebbleCreek Parkway to Indian School Road, turn west (left) and take Loop 303 

North following it until it ends at I17. Go north on I17 to second exit Highway 74. Turn right on Highway 74 (Carefree Highway). Turn left (north) on Cave 

Creek Road (approximately 9.5 miles watch for road after 53rd). Turn left (north) on Spur Cross Road (main road veers left). Go 4.5 miles (1.5 is gravel) to 

the parking area on the right. Walk down the road .1 miles and pay. DRIVING DISTANCE: 110 miles

URL PHOTOS: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/SpurCrossRanchConservationArea/Skull-MesafromSpurCross/A-HikeSkull-Mesa-LoopLynnW2021-2022

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/Spur-Cross-Conservation-Area/i-TNPk29r

URL GPX: https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgywFpJqBF4alx09pmaKmtLlvzhY

PCHC TRAIL ID: 14

SUGGESTED DRIVER DONATION: $8

Monday, April 15, 2024 31 Future No Hike

Monday, April 22, 2024 32 Future 16 Superstition 

Mountains

A Challenge Hike - Superstition Mountains - Bluff Springs 

Mountain plus return via CrossOver (PCHC # 16)

A Challenge 14.1 3300 Rough 15 140 Neal Wring 10 5:30 AM UNUSUAL START TIME: 5:30 AM

HIKE LEADER: Neal Wring

REASON FOR CHALLENGE: Advanced route finding and scrambling skills required along the Bluff Springs Mountain Ridge.

DESCRIPTION: This hike is a 14.1 mile counter clockwise loop hike with an elevation gain of 3300 feet. This is a 14+ mile loop trail following good trails with 

a bushwhack climb up and over the trailless Bluff Springs Mountain. Return via Terrapin, Crosscut and Peralta Trails. Spectacular views of Miners Needle 

and unique views over Weavers Needle. Total Elevation Gain 33 00+ 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Average trail for main hike loop. Steep rocky bushwhack/scramble to Bluff Springs Mountain summit, a trailless peak. Difficult 

Scramble around summit ridge to Terrapin trail.

TRAILHEAD NAME: Peralta Trailhead TRAILS: Dutchmans Trail #104, Bluff Springs Trail #235, Bushwhack climb to Bluff Springs Mountain, Terrapin Trail, 

CrossCut Trail, Peralta Trail

FEES AND FACILITIES: No park fees. Restrooms are at the trailhead

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: to Superstitions Peralta Trailhead. Take I10 east to Hwy 60 east (HOV all the way). Go 8.5 mi past Apache J to the Peralta Rd turnoff 

(approx. 32 mi. from I10). Turn left and the trailhead is about 9 miles north on this road. The last 8 miles are on a well maintained dirt road. Restrooms are 

at the trailhead. DRIVING DISTANCE: 140 miles

URL PHOTOS: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/SuperstitionWilderness/Bluff-Springs-Mountain

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/Superstition-Wilderness-/i-Dw7DR3j

URL GPX: https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgywFpJqBF4alx5Alshl2FxX741N

PCHC TRAIL ID: 16

SUGGESTED DRIVER DONATION: $10

Monday, April 29, 2024 33 Future No Hike


