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Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer in 2021 made numerous grants to medical associations, consumer
groups and civil rights organizations for the purpose of creating the appearance of widespread
support for COVID-19 vaccine mandates, investigative journalist Lee Fang reported.

By Brenda Baletti, Ph.D.
Miss a day, miss a lot. Subscribe to The Defender's Top News of the Day. It's free.

Pharmaceutical giant P�zer in 2021 made numerous grants to medical associations, consumer groups
and civil rights organizations for the purpose of creating the appearance of widespread support for
COVID-19 vaccine mandates, investigative journalist Lee Fang reported.

As the vaccine mandates rolled out in 2021, P�zer stayed quiet on the question of mandates — but
public health groups, patient advocacy groups, doctors’ associations, community groups and others,
along with the Biden administration, actively advocated for vaccine mandates as a key measure to
protect public health.

New disclosures from P�zer, posted by Fang on his Substack, show that many of these same groups
were taking money from P�zer while they promoted the idea that the COVID-19 mRNA vaccines were
“safe and e�ective,” despite a lack of scienti�c data to back those claims.

Prominent groups on the extensive list of those who took P�zer funding while pushing the mandates
included the Chicago Urban League, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), the National Consumers
League, The Immunization Partnership, the American Pharmacists Association, the American College of
Preventive Medicine, the Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy, the American Society for Clinical
Pathology and the American College of Emergency Physicians.

Many groups did not disclose their ties to P�zer.

“[These groups] set the nature of the debate,” Fang told comedian and political commentator Russell
Brand on a recent episode of “Stay Free.” “They appear in the news media, they create events and they
create a discourse that looks authentic, that looks organic, but it bene�ts the bottom line of their
benefactors, of companies like P�zer.”

Fang said many of these organizations, particularly civil rights organizations like the Chicago Urban
League or the National Consumers League — which actually has a P�zer lobbyist on its board — have
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powerful in�uence precisely because of their independent status.

When these groups speak out, Fang said:

“It a�ects how regulators see these issues and how the public sees them. When they see these
third-party groups that have some credibility — these are famous organizations that are known for
standing up for the public interest.

“When they say ‘hey these mandates are a good idea for the American public,’ it seems genuine.

“But they aren’t disclosing the P�zer money, which is a relevant factor when you are talking about a
policy that compels Americans to take this product.”

After the COVID-19 vaccines became widely available in early 2021, vaccine mandates followed in
di�erent forms across the country.

At the federal level, the U.S. Department of Defense mandated vaccines for military personnel, and the
Biden administration mandated vaccines for federal contractors and for all employers with 100
employees or more — the latter was struck down in federal court.

Universities mandated vaccination for students and sta�, and many public and private employers across
the country mandated vaccination for their employees.

Several school districts across the country planned to mandate vaccination for children to attend school,
but most of those plans have since been rolled back.

Those who instituted mandates justi�ed them by asserting that mass vaccination — and only mass
vaccination — would “stop the spread” of COVID-19.

But it has since been revealed that in March 2021, when Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) Director Rochelle Walensky publicly and unequivocally stated on MSNBC that vaccinated people
would not get sick, there was no evidence to support her statement.

In fact, the CDC had to walk back the statement a few days later.

Biden also falsely claimed that the vaccinated would not get infected — in July 2021, just before COVID-19
vaccine mandates went into e�ect.

The vaccine makers have since acknowledged they never tested whether the vaccines would stop
transmission, and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) reported that vaccinated people in both
P�zer and Moderna’s clinical trials contracted the virus.

Big Pharma’s big reach

P�zer isn’t the only actor in Big Pharma that quietly funds third parties to do its work.

Fang told The Defender that “Many pharmaceutical �rms covertly shape public opinion and regulations
through the use of front groups and �nancial relationships with community organizations.”

For example, Purdue Pharma covertly funded third-party advocacy groups to encourage looser criteria
for prescribing its highly addictive opioid painkillers, he reported.

As for P�zer, Fang said, third-party funding is just one of the many strategies the drugmaker deployed to
drive COVID-19 policymaking.
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“P�zer �exed its lobbying muscles around many COVID-19 policies, including e�orts to curb drug-pricing
initiatives and a bid to prevent the creation of generic COVID medications,” he said, adding, “The vaccine
mandate debate is yet another example of P�zer’s reach into public policy.”

Big Pharma — along with the Biden administration and its intermediaries — also lobbied to suppress
those who questioned the vaccine program.

P�zer BioNTech and Moderna pressured Twitter and other social media platforms to set moderation
rules that would �ag purported COVID-19-related “misinformation,” as part of the e�ort to drive the
national conversation about the COVID-19 vaccines, Fang reported as part of the “Twitter �les.”

“Pharma is unique in the raw amount of money they spend to control the entire public sector on
regulatory, on policy, on everything in terms of how it a�ects medicine as it is practiced in the United
States,” Fang said.

The pharmaceutical and health products lobby is one of the biggest industry lobbies. According to
OpenSecrets.org, last year alone the industry spent $372 million lobbying Congress and federal agencies,
outspending every other industry — and each year it increases its spending.

P�zer CEO Albert Bourla is on the board of Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America
(PhRMA), the top individual lobbying spender in the industry, which spent $29.2 million last year. P�zer
itself spent more than any other drug company.

The industry also spends massive amounts of money on advertising. P�zer alone spent nearly $2.8 billion
on advertising for all of its products in 2022.

The COVID-19 vaccines netted $37.8 billion for P�zer in 2022, up from $36.7 billion in 2021. The
company’s overall earnings hit a record $100 billion.

Big Pharma and the CDC did similar work to promote mandates and vaccination

There is a “revolving door” between pharma industry lobbyists and the government — nearly 65% of
lobbyists formerly worked for the government.

And the strategies used to build support for Big Pharma’s products are some of the same strategies used
by federal government agencies like the CDC.

Since 2021 — the same time P�zer started funding community groups — the CDC has doled out
hundreds of millions of dollars in grants for the creation of “culturally tailored” pro-vaccine materials and
for training “in�uential messengers” to promote COVID-19 and �u vaccines to communities of color in
every state across the country.

For those grants, the CDC sought out community organizations that would communicate the CDC’s
message without the CDC’s trademark, so the messages would appear to come organically from within
local communities rather than from the government, particularly among communities of color.

In another case, the CDC hired a public relations �rm to write what looked like news articles but were
actually ad placements created to persuade parents of young children and elderly people — with a focus
on Spanish speakers — to get vaccinated.

Both P�zer and the CDC used their funding to target black and Latino communities that had lower
vaccination rates. In one case, they both funded the same organization — the National Hispanic Medical
Association (NHMA).
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According to Fang, the organization worked with a public relations �rm called Culture ONE World to
distribute “press releases and media placements” that “called on employers of essential workers to
mandate COVID-19 vaccines.”

Fang also wrote that the NHMA also signed joint statements lobbying in favor of Biden’s vaccine mandate
and that “it received $30,000 from BIO [Biotechnology Innovation Organization], a vaccine industry lobby
group that represents P�zer and Moderna, IRS �lings show.”

The Defender found that NHMA received $2,070,000 in two annual grants so far for their “Vacunas! Si Se
Puede, Immunization Campaign for Hispanics” program, which later became “We Can Do This,” to create
culturally tailored content to be circulated throughout Latino communities.

American Academy of Pediatrics received multiple grants from P�zer in 2021

The AAP also appeared on Fang’s list of notable organizations that received direct P�zer funding.

According to Fang:

“The American Academy of Pediatrics was one of the most visible organizations working to build
public support for vaccine mandates. The organization received multiple, specialized grants from
P�zer in 2021.

“P�zer also provided grants to individual state chapters of the AAP earmarked for lobbying on
vaccine policy. The Ohio AAP chapter, for instance, lobbied the Ohio legislature against bills to curb
coercive COVID-19 vaccine policies, while receiving an ‘immunization legislation’ advocacy grant
from P�zer.”

Beyond its COVID-19 vaccine mandate work, the organization also was a public advocate for COVID-19
vaccines for children. Its then-president, UCLA professor Moira Szilagyi, M.D., Ph.D., publicly advocated,
on media outlets such as CNN, for vaccinating children.

The organization, “dedicated to the health of all children,” previously issued policy guidance to its
members stating that it is an “acceptable option to pediatric care clinicians to dismiss families who refuse
vaccines.”

And in June 2022, the AAP issued a press release applauding the CDC’s recommendation of “safe,
e�ective COVID-19 vaccines” for babies as young as 6 months old, despite concerns raised — by the FDA
vaccine advisory commission, among many others — regarding a lack of clinical data for the vaccines in
children.

In addition to the P�zer funding, the AAP receives much of its funding directly from the CDC, raising
questions about the organization’s ability to act independently, particularly with respect to vaccine
recommendations, BMJ editor Peter Doshi wrote in 2017.

SUGGEST A CORRECTION

Brenda Baletti, Ph.D.
Brenda Baletti Ph.D. is a reporter for The Defender. She wrote and taught about
capitalism and politics for 10 years in the writing program at Duke University. She holds a
Ph.D. in human geography from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a
master's from the University of Texas at Austin.
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Sign up for free news and updates from Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. and Children’s Health Defense. CHD is
planning many strategies, including legal, in an e�ort to defend the health of our children and obtain
justice for those already injured. Your support is essential to CHD’s successful mission.
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So corrupt! Want my tax dollars back! Not a single penny of our
tax dollars should have ever gone to P�zer! Criminals!
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I grew up in India where we are brainwashed by the Western
agencies and the media that, like other developing countries,
India is among the most corrupt countries in the world.

After coming to the US, and especially during the pandemic, I
realized that most actions that qualify as corruption in India are
pretty small and insigni�cant, such as, (illegally) tipping a
government o�cial to expedite action on your pending
application. But corruption in the US occurs on a much bigger
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scale. Moreover, it is much more insidious because it is invisible
to most people.
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Here's a list featured today on Dr. Malone's substack newsletter
showing what doctors' bonuses were per shot. It must be
recognized however, that there were and are many doctors who
have not gone alone with this big pharma WEF/NWO destruction
of many, if not most, human lives and have been severely
punished as a result. If you click onto the image it enlarges.
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APR 21, 2023 P�zer MATISSE Trial Targets Pregnant Women for
Bivalent RSV Vaccine

Unprecedented Pregnancy Study Fails on E�cacy, Durability, and
Offers No Assurances on Long-Term Safety.
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**BREAKING** "Sharing Is Caring"!
1.) "300 Page Report — ''There were two separate Covid lab
leaks'' in Wuhan…"
https://nypost.com/2023/04/...

2.) "China ''‘began stockpiling PPE months before''' Covid
outbreak’"
China also started to buy up global PPE stocks in Europe,
Australia and the US around the same time, experts say.
https://12ft.io/proxy?q=htt...

3.) Being unconvinced that the virus had started at the Wuhan
Wet Market in Dec 2019, the pair began looking for an alternative
theory. And after scouring a Customs and Border Protection
database which tracks goods entering the US ''they were

Share ›

G

MORE NEWS

MORE VIEWS

‘Pandora’s Gamble’: Book Exposes Military BioLab Spill
That May Have Leaked Anthrax Into Public Waterways

‘Who Is Telling the Truth?’ Tucker Carlson Calls Out
‘Corrupt’ Media and Politicians

Latest Views
3 Problems With FDA’s Warning About GMOs and Food
Allergy Risks

Exposure to PFAS Chemicals Linked to Post-Diet Weight
Gain

Too Much Splenda May Impair Immune System



4/26/23, 4:22 PM Pfizer Gave Millions to ‘Independent’ Groups to Push COVID Vaccine Mandates • Children's Health Defense

https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/pfizer-funding-promote-covid-vaccine-mandates/?utm_source=luminate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=defender… 9/10

First Name.. Last Name..

Email..

SIGN UP

Get Text Alerts
Sign up for breaking news from The Defender.

Get FREE News & Updates!

Children's Health Defense  is a 501(c)(3) non-pro�t
organization. Our mission is to end childhood health

epidemics by working aggressively to eliminate harmful
exposures, hold those responsible accountable and establish
safeguards to prevent future harm. We �ght corruption, mass
surveillance and censorship that put pro�ts before people as
well as advocate for worldwide rights to health freedom and

bodily autonomy.

®



4/26/23, 4:22 PM Pfizer Gave Millions to ‘Independent’ Groups to Push COVID Vaccine Mandates • Children's Health Defense

https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/pfizer-funding-promote-covid-vaccine-mandates/?utm_source=luminate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=defend… 10/10

EN

SUBSCRIBE - IT'S FREE!

BECOME A MEMBER

MEMBER LOGIN

Donations are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. EIN #26-0388604

Children's Health Defense • Legal Disclaimer • Terms of Use • Privacy Policy • Donate •
Work for CHD • Whistleblowers Welcome • Contact • Social • Sitemap

© 2016 - 2023 Children's Health Defense  • All Rights Reserved®


