The BIG Conversation!
Norfolk County Council has announced its proposals to comprehensively restructure the services it offers following the recent government spending cuts.
The council is predicting a budget gap of at least £155 million over the next three years unless it acts to change things. That is because if things continue as they are, the combination of increasing council costs, increased demand for services, inflation and a cut in Government funding means that it would need to spend at least £155 million more than it can expect to receive in income.

Exceptional times demand an exceptional response and only a fundamental reform of what the County Council does and the way in which it does it will do. So this conversation is about how, with your help, it can create a new chapter for some of the county’s public services. 

It would like your views about what the County Council should be expected to do and provide in the future, paid for through your taxes, and what it should support, encourage or expect individuals or communities to do for themselves. They would also like to hear views about creative and innovative ideas for providing the services of the future and meeting important local priorities. All ideas about where and how this can be done are welcome. 

Upwell Parish Council has delved into some of the 143 proposed cuts. These cover such issues as removing the subsidy for ‘meals on wheels’. This means that the cost of a meal is likely to rise from the current figure of £3.24 to some £8.20. There is a proposal to end the subsidy of school and college transport for residents aged over 16. This means that any young person travelling from Upwell to Wisbech, Kings Lynn or elsewhere for college will face a yearly fee of £784. Mobile library visits are due to move to a four weekly schedule and the money given to libraries to spend on new books will be drastically reduced. Funding for public rights of way will be withdrawn completely over the next three years so path cutting and clearing will no longer happen. This is a service that the parish council could possibly take on and discussions are underway with the County Council with regard to protecting our rights of way. There is also a proposal to reshape the public transport system, with a reduced core bus network remaining but a much greater reliance on ‘dial a bus’ services in rural areas. This would not be subsidised so costs for such transport are likely to be high.
There are many, many other proposals which could seriously affect residents in our villages so we would urge you to take a look and let Norfolk County Council know what you think. Responses need to be made by January 10th so please, join the conversation now. You can go online and view the proposals at http://www.norfolk.gov.uk. If you do not have access to a computer, please contact the Clerk, who will supply you with the relevant documents.
Are YOU A Meals On Wheels User?
Upwell Parish Council is very concerned about proposals to cut the subsidy for meals-on-wheels services across the county. It is one of the services that enables people to stay living in their own home and provides a much needed source of ‘contact’ for elderly residents who may not be able to get out and meet people on a day to day basis. For people who are isolated in this way, a quick knock on the door and chat with their meals-on-wheels delivery driver may be the only time they get to speak to someone in a day.

The information provided by Norfolk County Council about the proposal to cut funding for this service was not very detailed and Upwell Parish Council would like to know how many people in the Parish it is likely to affect. If you receive any form of meals-on-wheels, or you know someone who does, we would be grateful if you could contact us on 01945 772260. We would be interested to know what you currently pay for this service (but you don’t have to tell us this if you don’t want) so that we can work out what the real difference will be for local people.

We will then make representations against this proposal on behalf of everyone who uses this service.
