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“JAMES LANGAN, Lague's Shop, Eyre Square (right), presenting a
set of sportsgear to Noel Diviney, St. Mary’s College, Galway, who

Eraceived his first cap for Ireland when the Irish schoolboys U-15
international soccerteam defeated Northern Ireland, He represented

Jreland again recently against Wales,

UTD. FACE PROSPECT
'OF A BARREN TRIP

d_NE MUST always look to a club’s end of season results as an
mdication of their prospects for the next year’s programme and
sadly Galway United supporters will hardly derive much

by JOHN McINTYRE

satisfaction from this particular exercise.

33' Coming towards the end of a most erratic season, United's
inconsistent form must be surely baffling their closest followers,
but in recent weeks there has been a frustratiog similarity about

their play.

“Three defeats on the trot — admittedly they were desperately
unlucky not to have at least shared the spoils with Shelbourne last
weekend — represents United's worst run in the current League

of Ireland campaign.

And the Westerners can hardly expect any favours on Sunday
from Limerick United at the Markets Field where the home side,
despite having a poor year by their own high standards, are still a

formidabie force.

{ It now looks inevitable that United will be in the bottom four at
the end of the League of Ireland programme — an all too familiar
placing — which poses the question as to whether the club will
realise the importance of pre-season preparation this time.

~Maybe if United fail on Sunday the powers that be in the club
may realise the urgency of making summer signings as this
appears the only course of action left to try to raise the fortunes of

(galway United next season.
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THEY'RE OFF . .. at the start of the Milk Run st Eyre Square, on Sunday.

2 The Connacht Tribune, Friday, March 25, 1983 '
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"+ MERVUE UNITED will be

: busy over the next couple of
i weeks — battling for three
{ . major senfor trophies — and

3 ¥ the firs( of their games is on

Sunday when they travel to
Tuam ip search of the two

points that will clinch
Connacht Senior League
4 ‘ honours.

Tuam Celtic themselves, are out
of contention but nonetheless are
} ' determined to give Mervue the
\ game of their lives. Often the last

~ % few points are the hardest camed,
but Mervue are fully aware of the
formidable challenge they face in
Tuam and although they still have
an away game in Ballina to fall back
on, they will be all out to win on
Sunday.

Last year Mervue were beaten 3-2
in their last league game at the
Showgrounds, after leading Sligo
Rovers: Reserves by 2.1 with just
two minutes remaining. Disaster
steuck just on the 90 minute mark
and before Mervue had time to
recover from the shock they were
hit again in the second minute of
injury time, and so Sligo took the
honours.

But it was at home that the league
was lost when vital points were
allowed to sfip away. This season,
Mervue are  unbeaten, but
nevertheless have conceded three
soft home points in draws with
Saithilland U.C.G. (twice) and now
must achieve in thelr away games
what could have been sealed before
now at all.

The game on Sunday should be a
cracker and no doubt Mervue will
be firing in all stations after a recent
return to form, following a Japse in
concentration some weeks ago.

On Tuesday night they face
U.C.G. in the semi-final of the
Connacht Senior Challenge Cup
and the winners of 1his encounter
will be at home to Castlerea Ceitic
in the final of the compctiton on
Easter Sundzy.

College and Mervue contested in
the final of this competion last year
with Mervue winning by three clear
goals, U.C.G., however have
improved wemendously and so far
this season bave proved 1o be
Mervue's bogey team,

College should be at full sirength
and this game, the start of the
Summer evening matches — should
attract a large crowd, with the game
scheduled for 5.45 at Mervue.

The following week Mervue
travel to Ballina for their semi-final
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. Mervue Face
- Hectic End To
The Season

. Terryland Park. If both away teams

"Galway final,
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encounter with Rovers in the Senior
Cup and the winners of this game
will be away to the winners of
Collegians (Sligo) v U.G.G.

Last year the honours went to
Sligo Rovers when they defeated
Hibernians 4-3in a thrilling game at

can pull of victories it would
prodyce a highly attractive all

Mervue face -an recently
improved Ballina Rovers side and
although they beat them 6.0 carlier
in the season at Mervue, they have a
somewhat casier task than U.C.G.,
who must win in Sligo.

Little is known of the Sligo outfit
apart from the fact that they were
unbeaten for months before
Dynamo Blues knocked them out of
the Connacht Cup'this year. They
are currently managed by former
Stigo Rovers player David Pugh and
have wins over Tuam Celtic (1-2)
and Castlerea Celtic (2-0).

season will be the pairing of Tuam
Celtic and U.C.G. in the showdown
for the Connacht Senior League
Incentive Award. This award goes
to the team which shows the most
improvement on last seasons form.

This year both College and Tuam
showed a similar amount of
impravement, $0 it was decided that
they should do battle on the field for
this unique award, which keeps
teams fighting at the bottom of the
table as well as at the top
throughout the scason.

Ballinasloe Town had an
unhappy first year in the scnior
ranks but cven though they are
currently propping up the table,
they have great prospects for next
season and are already making
preparations 10 sign new talent.

Salthill Devon, too had a far from
memorable year gnd with just one
match left in their season, they too
will be hoping for greater things to
come in the years ahead.

Ballina Rovers are still in with a
chance of taking a trophy, while
Stigo Rovers will have 1o setile for
the League Cup they won earlier on
in the scason. Castlerea Celtic,
although through 1o one final will
have it all 10 do 1o beat either
U.C.G. or Mervue in the Challenge
Cup.

Thriller In Store
At Terryland

ALL ROADS lead to Terryland Park on Sunday next for the replay of
the Connacht Junior Cup semi-final between Hibernians and Merville/
Curraroe of Sligo. When the sides met on Sunday last the game cnded 0«
0 and fen minutes each way extra time failed to produce a result.

Next Sunday's game promises to be s thriller as Hibs strive to capture
the Blue Riband of Connacht soccer that hos eluded them for almost
thirty years. Merville will be trying to win the cup for the first time and
arc going to be very hard to stop as they try to forget the
disappaintments of the past few years when they were removed from the
competition on three occasions on technicalities.

Merville come to Galway with a big réputation and include in their
side four of the Connacht team that captured the Interproviocial series
fast season, Centre-haif and captain David “Crocket" Kenny has been
one of Merville's most consistent players in recenl years, Frank
Kennedy, @ rugged but respurcelul left full, while Tony Rooncy and
Toay McLoughlin are match-winners on their day. Other players of
note in the side are "keeper Karney and Devins in attack. .

Hibernians, Galway’s leading junior side of latter years, have & well-
balanced side. Goalkeeper Tom Lully will bring plenty of experience to
the side and he can be relied upon intight situatious. Hibs would seem to
have the edge at the centre of the ficld but it is in attack that Hibs may
conquer or fail. If John Tierney and Colm Nuoghton can produce the
form that has made them the most-feared partonecship in Galway soccer
then 1 take them to qualify for the final ageinst Dynamo Blucs on the

i i i in April.
Collegians, the invited Sligotearn  5°€90d Sunday in
y i Referee for the gome is Mr. Gibbons of the Mayo Branch LS.R.S.
undertook recently that if they gota and the kick-ofTis3 p.m.

good run in the cup that they would
consider entry to the Senlor League
next season. This would be a great
boast and if Westport of Castlebar
would also join, it is felt that some of
the stronger teams in Galway might
follow suit.

-
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nting her trophy to Oermat Coll, Clubman of the Year at Renmore Soccer Club.

MARIA QUINN prese (
Also in the photograph are Colie Moylan, Club Chairman {left), and Richard Quinn, sponsor.

Turicughmore

Coinciding with the Tonnacht
Tribune Galway City Marathon on
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Health Walk

The Walk, which will wend its
way oOver a picturesque roule
starting at Turloughmore village,
“will 1ake in areas like Coolame,

P ! outdoor enthusiasts will be catered Cregmore,  Caraun
e for in less demanding fashion with 2 S;::f:b mﬁm finish at
10 mile sponsored Health Walk., Turloughmore.
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Galway riders figured
prominently in The Emerald Club’s
Liam Toolan memonal race at
Swords over the weekend in which
Galway's Brendan Madden initiate

the decisive break with 13 others.
This group had dwindled to four

. when the final half mile wasreached

and in a hectic uphill finish John
McQuaid  pulled .away from
Madden to take the honours.

In the sixth place, 45 seconds
down, came Tuam's Tommy
Mannion, who was showing his best
form todate this season aad in 15th
place was Kevin Walsh, who is now
competing in senior ranks despite
his tender years. Missing from the
Galway squad was P. O'Grady who
is in the midst of examinations.

Galway cyclists took part in race
in Duleck on St, Patrick’s Day and
at Dunshaughlin on Saturday but
none featured in the prizes although
Gerry Watts had a creditable 14th
to his credit at the latter venue.

Eire Og Club in Sligo organised
the first Connacht race of the new
season at Collooney on St. Patrick’s

Day. With no senior A cyclisis

t the senior and juniors were
let off together on a six-milc course
for 42 miles. Here Castlebar’s
young Mick Ruane showed his heels
to the field of 23 riders over the
concluding quarter. mile to win ..
) Padraig Mannion of Galway
was fourth while his brother, Gerr}
was in real bad luck with two
punctures.

\‘-" :'

THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE of the Mervue Hurling Club attheir annual dinner in the Sacre Cosur Hotel, Salthill: Front {left to right) —
Tom Lynch, Ray McDonnell, Harry Golden, John Lenihan, and Seamus O'Grady. Standing (left ta right) — Ger Cahill, Frank McGrath,
John Lynskey, Christy Egan, Pa Grealish, and Con O'Donovan.
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Salthill
Gallop
Halted

SALTHILL DEVON ... 1
SPRINGFIELD (Cobh) .......... 2

SALTHILL DEVON'S great runin
the F.AL under-17 cup ended
when they went down by a single

- goal 1o a spirited Springfield teamin

the quarter-final at the Headford
Road pitch, '

Both teams started well and asthe
heavy conditions prevented any real
open play, the few scoring chances
created in the first hall meritably
floundered with the ball stopping
short in the muddy goalmounts,

Salthill Devon, however, went
close to sconing midway through the
first hall when Barret broke
through on the right but his firgt-
time effort from thirty yards went
narrowly over,

Salthill took complete control in
the second half but failed to
penetrate the visitors defence in
which the offside trap was used to
perfection. .

Tweaty minutes into the second
half Springficld were awarded a
direct free outside the Salthill
penalty area and Fitzgerald, their
current  Schoolboy International,
struck the ball perfectly and saw his
shot fly into the roof of the net

Salthill Devon were unlucky five
minutes later when they awarded a
free in a similar sitvation but
Delargy saw his effort come back off
the crosshar and into the hands of
the grateful "keeper.

Salthil! Devon equakised with ten’
minutes remaining when Ruane, by .

far their most effective forward,
latched onto an attempted
clearance and ms shot finished upin
the net.

Delargy might have wrapped the
game up for the scasiders, in the
closing stages, but he hesitated too
long, when Murphy's -chip found
him unmarked at the far post but
wasted a perfectly good scorable
chance.

Such a miss was severly punished
just seven minutes from time when
Springfield got the winper from
their left back, Buckley ran the full
length of the pitch evading tackles

from all directions, before crossing

low and hard to Fuzgerald, who
made no mistake from five yards.

Salthill were best scrved by their
excellent defepce of Downes in
goal, Hickey, Comer, Tnil apd
Parkinson,

G.AA. Results

City and West Galway Hurling
League Results, Under 17 semi-
finals: An Spideal 2.01, Moycullen
1-2; Rahocon/Newcastle 3-2, Liam
Mellowes 0-0.

Fixture for Sunday at Renmore,
Under 20 semi-final, 3 p.m. Liam
Mellowes v Mervue, Referce M.
Connell.
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Galway Darts
- Squad Into
Quarter Final

Galway qualified for the All-
Ireland darts quarter-finals with a
fine win over Sligo at The Country

- Inn, Clonbeme on Sunday.

A brilliant display by the Galway .
men resulted in a 93 win over the
visitors. An indication of the high
standard of this game was that
ninety four tons or better were

. scored. Fifty-three of these were

recorded by .Galway and 41 by
Sligo. ' ' -
Best scoring of the day was by
John Corcoran of Galway who
scored nine tons or better in three
games of 501 including a maximum
[80 and a thirteen dart finish.
The biggest finish-of the day was
by Jimmy Flaherty wh finished 164
with 60, 54, bullseye but this was a
team victory with brilliant displays
by all twelve players. o
One Galway player who remains,
unbeaten after five  inter-county
games is Frank Corbett who again
gave his usual 10p quality display.
As a result of Sunday's victory
Galway qualify as wianers of the
" group along with Donegal who are

In the ladies game Galway drew
with Sligo three games all. This was
also a fine performance by the
Galway ladies who also qualify for
the Ail-Iretand quarter-finals as
runners-up to Sligo. .

Big disappointment here was for
Geraldine Moyles who until last
Sunday was unbeaten with her
defeat on Sunday she just failed to

carn & place on the Irish Jadies team
but along with tcam-mates, Ciss
Lally and Patricia Dupggan she s still
highly ranked.
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Weekend GAA
Results
INTERMEDIATE FOOTBALL
LEAGUE (West) FINAL
Y By B s 1-6
FR. GRIFFINS RN R 14
INTERMEDIATE FOOTBALL
LEAGUE (North) FINAL
(Ba) gpe k), [ e . 26
GLYNSK e cinsannnnns 3
COUNTY UNDER 21
HURLING LEAGUE
CASTLEGAR ...........c........ 15
ORANMORE/MAREE ....... 0-5
ATHENRY iivnniiiiiennenans 212
€16 L A 34
KILLEENADEEMA ........... 59
SENIOR HURLING
Toumament (Galway Oil Cup)
Quarter Finals
CLARENBRIDGE ............x 5-5
KINVARA .iiiirnriernnens 1-8
BEAGH ...ooeaeeerieenas 3.7
CRAUGHWELL .22
GORT ...ioeoereerversesisiosensien 26
ARDRAHAN ....ccoccriernnnnne -6
BALLINDERREEN ......... 3-10
KILBEACANTY ..iiciincinnnnn 02
53 0 0 S S B R B
Soccer Results
CONNACHT JUNIOR CUP
(Semi-Finals)
DYNAMOBLUES ............... 4
WESTPORT UNITED ........... 0
MERVILLE, SLIGO ............. Q
"GALWAY HIBERNIANS ...... 0
(after extra-time)

PREMIER LEAGUE = .
ST. BERNARDS UTD. ......... ‘3
TUAM CELTIC ........ccoovvnnnn- 1
THERMOKING ......covvveviene 2
............. 2
SECOND DIVISION
COLEMANSTOWN UTD. ..... 2

DOONWOOD HAMMERS .... 1

RESERVE LEAGUE
MOYNE VILLA .......cccvsivaiinn 1
WICUS -easnsussssssanscssnsssapennysrivs 0
THERMOKING .................. 5
MERVUE CELTIC ............... 2
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The Connacht Connection!

Ouisianding qualisics of Jeadership, courage and
nerves of stee] have, as we confidently predicied,
+ won for Connacht and Irish Rugby Captain, Claran
Fizgerald, the highest honour that the game he has

_ graced can offer — captaincy of the touring Lions.
He thus becomes the seventh rishman to win this
supreme accolade and with him will travel seven
other members of the frish team that he has literally
. lifted from the realms of the “Wooden Spoon” to the

.-t beady heights of Triple Crown and International

_ Championship altitudes in just two seasons.
All Ireland will be ‘behind” Fitzy and his ‘Lucky

- Sevea' as they take on the self-styled ‘World

Champions’ during their three months tour of New
Zealand from May 14 to July 16. None wili be more
‘chuffed’ by the distinction won by Ciaran Fitzgerald
. than the “Three Horsemen® from his old school,

[
-+ Garbally Park — P. J, Dwyer, Dr. Mick Molloy and

Ray Mcloughlin —who played no small part behind

r the scenes, in the rise and rise of Irish Rugby under

. Fitzgerald's inspirational powers of leadership and

5= command. — JBD.

* the latter’s danger zone.

¢ The Clincher!

The demolition job carried out and completed by
Ireland on England at Lansdowne Road on Saturday
i was the ‘clincher' and copper-fastened Claran
¥ Fitzgerald's captaincy of the Lions — despite the
* naked opposition of the Fleet Street “Rugger’ corps.
" That morale-boosting victory, so soon after the
- regretted lapse at Cardilf’s National Arms Park,
.- proved without shadow of doubt that the Irish
-, possess the character to put such hiccups behind
+- them and bounce back with new found will 1o win,
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¥ team — Hugo McNeill, full back, winger Trevor
& Ringland, centres Michael Kicman and David Jrwin,
i outhalf Ollic Campbel), lock Donal Lenihan apd
E‘ flanker John O'Driscoll, kaid irrestible claims to tour

- A Rolling Stone Gathers ...

i So indeed also did mighty Moss Keane looking
# fitter than ever and especially so when he led the
™ posse under a high ball to tackle an English centre in
Going sirictly on merit, Moss should also have

" been selected but apparently his seaior citizenstatus,
must have been held against him, His ommission
may, we predict, yet turn out 1o be 1o [reland’s great
advantage. We know from experience that some

7 As a direct result, seven other members of the -

players on their retumm from such an exbaustive and
exhausting tour never recapwure their previous
sparkle, That was painfully obvious amongst certain
Irish players who returned home to suffer one of the
worst international season’s on record. Moss Keane,
we figure, may therefore be THE freshest forward to
pull on s gree jersey, next season. — JBD,

Rugby ‘A Craze’?

One [etter-writer wonders out loud why Rugby has
become such a ‘craze’ throughout Ireland, in recennt
years. His letter goes:

DEAR JBD,

As a man who has scen all sports played in [reland
over very many years, you would, I befieve, be in a
good position to explain why Rugby has become such
& craze all over frefand in receat years.

I myseif have also folfowed sport — mainly GAA
~ down through the years and | have seen such
renowned men as Chasty Ring, Mick Mackey, Tony
Reddan and other hutling stars at their best BUT 1
never sawone of them to get the publicity that Giarsn
Fitzgerald the Inish Rugby captsin has got in the
Press. For instance, thers were several other Irish
captains of Lioas and Triple Crown teams such as
Willie John McBride and Karl Mullen but they never
were given such ‘exposure’ as is Giaran Fitzgerald,
who was quoted on four pages of one edition of &
national daily, this week, Can you suggest any
credible rcason for this explosion in interest in
Rugby and in Rugby players?

2 BLUE & WHITE (faded).

Short Answer:

A 64 thousand dollar question there, my friend.
The short answer is perhaps that so many more are
now playing Rugby than ever before in Irglapd —a
figure of 47,000 was quoted recently. Then with
Clubs such as Monivea able to field SIX juvenile
teams on the same day and Cup Rugby matches
being played in such places as Creggs, Dunmore and
Ballaghaderreen, interest is far more widespread
throughout the provinces and not just mainly
confined to the Citics, 25 of yore.

One keen observer with whom we debated this
question, leans towards the theory that the Rugby
Union officers have a very successful P.R,O. set-up,
resulting in saturation coverage in Press, T.V. and-
Radio. Recent screenings of instructions in Rugby as
well as full-exposure for the Leinster Schools’ Cup
final, would appear 10 support such contention.

We have NOT so far as I am aware, yet had the

‘pleasure of watching All-Ireland Colleges’ Hurling

9

or Gaelic Football finals screencd in full on RTE.

Why that should be the case when they are by far
the most widely played games in Ireland, it is difficult
to fathom. Perhaps our friend’s P.R.O. theory is
bang on? —JBD,

. Bad Enough?

DEAR JBD,

Wasn't it bad enough for Castlegar to be handed
the Co. Under 21 Cup on = plate last year without
you now trying to get them the Co. Cup the same
way,

E. GALWAY GAEL.
~ Fair comment. BUT it is not JBD who suggested
that if Kitormer are thrown out forallegedly playing
an uncegistered player, that they should

-automatically forfeit the Co, Cup. Castlegar, as we
reczll, took their beating in the county final and did
NOT ‘“investigate® the composition of the Kiltormer
team as St. Rynagh's did, with such a fine comb, it
would appear. - JBD. ’

Fever!

DEAR JBD,
After Galway's failures in the National Hurling
League, interest in the team dropped noticibly. But

- allis ot yet lost and that has been proved by the team

which has come beack steadily from the brink since
their heavy defeat by Kilkenny at Loughren,
For the marked improvement noted in recent
* weeks; the retum of Ireland’s best full back on his
day, Conor Hayes, has done the trick and in my
opimion, he is THE man to rebuild the defence
around for the Championship, He showed what he is
““capable of against Kitkeany's ‘Hurler of the Year’
Chnsty Heffernan, in the Railway Cup and that is
something no other full back has been successful st
since last year's All-Ircland final,
With care #nd attention this Galway team WILL
be back in Croke Park on the glory teail before the
McCarthy Cup is raised aloft in trivmph, next

September, :
‘LAURENCETOWN LARRY".

— 1s that the first symptom of our seasonal Hurling
fever& ~—JBD. '

Pot Luck?

Further to the above Railway Cup sceal we hear

from ‘Off It For Lent' that it was ‘pure pot luck’ that
cnabled Connacht/Galway to retain the Railway
Hurling title on St. Patricks Day. -
DEAR JED, _

Before ye start handing out bouquets to the
Selectors, Team Manager and bottle-carniers whom
we saw on Telly almost as often as J.R." duning the
Railway Cup final in Cavan, just remember that it
was pure pot-luck that brought the Cup back across
the Shsnoon.

Why do I say so? Because the sclected forward,
young John Murphy was unfortunately for him and
fortunately for the team, down with 'flu and so
couldn’t play. IF he was there he could not possible
do himsclf justice as a feather-weight on the mud-
flats of Breffni Park. So by pure pot-tuck, the far
heavier and stronger player, Brendan Lynskey, got
into the side and won the game with a display of the
powerful hard-pulling and grafting that were nceded
In such conditions. ‘ .

Our sclectors shouwld learn a lesson from that sod
so select’ players who are suited (o fast, dry
conditions and alternative players who can act snkle
deep in slush, when needed.

, "OFF IT FOR LENT", CRAUGHWELL.

Ama teurish?

DEAR JBD,

The GAA claims to be THE greatest ‘amateur”

sports association in the world and occasionally that
claim appears to be questioned or doubted. Let there
be no further doubt after the St. Patricks Day fiasco
of the Raitway Cups in the Bog of Breffni, was an
odtstanding example of amateur otganisation.

While it will no doubl, be suggested, that it is 8
holy and & wholesome thought to spread the gospel
of the National game in the hurling wastelands of

\

Cavan, this surcly was NOT the way to do it,

IF a professional line was adopted, the Railway
Jup finals could have been played in Ballinasloe
witere & crowd of up o 10,000 could be expected with
reasonable confidence. Instead whar did we see?

¥ Hours of messy mullacking with all the players

invoived on a ‘mission impossible' in what must now
as a result, be the last or one of tiic last playing of this
former coveted toumament,

CASH CUSTOMER.

Fine Prospects:

Tn the final of the Connacht Schools’ Senior Rugby
Cup, between Garbally, Ballinasloe and Sligo
Grammar at Galway Sportsground on St. Patricks
Day, some fine prospects were scen in action.

. Not since Ray McLoughlin ‘propped’ for
Garbaily, had this famous school such a powerful
player in the same position as Declan Kavanagh,
This immensely stroag lad although not yet 18 years,
tips the scales al around 14 stones and for a boy of his
bulk he can really snrint as he showed when flying in
from his opponents “22" to score THE decisive try.

At the same age, Ray McLoughlin was neither as
heéavy nor as fast and as that shrewd talent-spotter,
Ciaran Fitzgerald, has olready set eyes on the
Garbally pla *r, with a view to drafting him into his
club, St. ? ary's, Dublin, young Kavanagh with
normal development, must be on the way to the very.
top. His future career will be waiched with kesn

“ interest by enthusiasis on cither side of the Shannoa.

—JBD.
P.S.

Since writing the above JBD was very guliﬁed to

- learn that young Kavanagh has been honoured by
. selection on the Blues for the Irish Schools’

International Trial at Williamstown, Dublin, - this
Saturday. In this most important test of his carecr
todate, the Garbally prop will have a head-to-head

battle with Ger Halpin of Rockwell Coliege. After -

an 'inter-schools’ mateh carlier this season, the
Rockwell boy was said to have described Kavanagh
as the best he had ever faced. — JBD.

‘Tradition:

*_ As befitting a school with a tremendous tradition’
for producing top-class Rughy forwards, Garbally

had in this year's cup-winning pack, several who
showed potential of future stars. -
While Declan Kavanagh may have such front row

foragers as former Irish Internationals as the .

‘npptecintcd by Paddy Beatty. —JBD. - -

McLoughfin brothers, Ray and Phelim and P. J.
Dwyer, Chairman, of the successful selection
committee this season, as their guides to stardom,
Seamus Creaven a 6 ft 4 ins ‘lock’ will have the
inspiration of Mick Molloy, Ireland's current’ °
medical advisor, as his trail-blazer. Creavan and his
No. 8, Eugene Ridge, will also have the incentive to

" follow in the stud-marks of their elder brothers, who

previously served Garbally weil, before golag on 1o
win Interprovincial honours.

Promusing:

Amongst the backs, Garbaily had in Erc Brady
perhaps the most promising  winger  since
Internarional Dickie Roche, and in Michacl "Midge'
Lyons, they had a scrum-half, in the mould of Sean
Dillen, who with his fellow Garbally man, Paddy
Kilcommins, formed a partnership with out-shone
Ulster and Ircland’s celebrated duo, Yack Kyle and
Emie Strathdee, on one glorious occasion, In all,
eight of the Gasbally lads have already sampled .
Interprovincial fare. With those already mentioned,
centres James Burke and Declan McKeon, flanker
Aidan McNamara, ‘lock” Desmond Dempsey and
prop, Liam Manning, all bore the stamp of future
greats, — JBD. : '

Referees?

~ That hardest of hard-working Rugby enthusiast,
Mr. Paddy Beatty, who in his day was Connacht's
most . honoured Referee, now occupies  with
distinction the office of President of the Connacht

"Referees' Association.

At the various functions which his position

_ requires him to attend, Paddy oftimes hears his

counterparts from the other three Provinces trot out
with pride complete lists of their Presidents going
right back to the year of dot. Such meticulous

_retention of records has inspited or perhaps prodded
‘Paddy Bealty, to endeavour 1o put.together a

complete list of his predecessors in the Presidential
Office for Connacht. ;

He can go back to the mid "30°s when Dr, Vinceat
Barry held cffice and he has records of Referecs
(albeit with some gaping gaps) from Dr. Gerry

"Little, to his successors such as Jim Egan, Tommy

Lenihan, Mick Holland, Johmnic Giynn, Connic’ .
Finan, Paddy ‘Lobby’ Lardiner, Paddy Griffin and -

'Frank Howard who held the Presidency for 2 ful)
span of cleven years, In between those namies
‘however, are many former Presidents and apy
greatly -

information” about them - would - be




