Teen Dating V.iolénce
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Is the Topic of Dramatic

Pefformance at 78th Precmci‘

“‘More Dumestlc Violence Cails'Come from 718"
Than Almast Any Other Area Cnde in the C_DUﬂtl’y
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. LISA: Hey, Momquq, t_ﬂ]klu Hsfqr

: ahttlc whiles ', Enier e v
~ LILLIA: Ye.ah what's -up_with

‘Michael?. . ?ou never talk: ‘ta us any-
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MDNIQUE. I-can’t. 1 gﬂt to gﬂ
M:f'haelswmtmg. s o e »".
“ LILLIA: Chill. He can wmt. we're
your friends. Come on, what s up? ;
MONIQUE: Nothing. -
LILLIA: What's that mark on }r{:ur
forehead?
MONIQUE: Nothing. 1 just fell:
SHAMEEKA: You fell? He hit
you, didn’t he? - R ;
MONIQUE: Look, I got to go.
This conversation came: from-a
performance by a group of Westing-
house High School students, but it
speaks to a problem which children
“often face before they reach driving
age: teen dating violence." . .
Yesterday at the .78thPrecinct in
Park Slope, the student performance
kicked off'a meeting in which law en-
_forcement officials and civic leaders

add:cssad lhe Issue uf wmmumt:.r m—
olenpe prmrentmn, -with Brmklyn',s_
teenagefs :sewmg as. r.he pnmary
focug:ugie o % 2

The 'pmg:mm was the 1dea nftIm
North Flatbush Avenue Business I:rn- :
provement. DI,S‘I:I'IG‘I' {B 1.D.) and im-
plcmented b;,r BID dlreactﬂr R1ds:

- Russo.»

The: studems stuIe ﬂze 5hnw anﬂ
for good reason. The majority of ac- ..
quaintance rape victims are between
the ages of 16 and 24, according to .
Preventing Teen Dating Violence, a
book published by Transition House.
in Massachusetts.

“Violence may be going down i in -

the streets, but more domestic vio-:
lence calls come from area code 718,
than from almost any other area code
in the country,” said Brownwyn®
Rucker, artistic director of Meltdown
Inc., a social service arts company
which put the performance together. -

Some criminal justice experts pre-
dict that the coming decade will bring
unprecedented amounts of juvenile
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violeoce, n-.mglhcimngﬁm:,
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swell in the teenage population! By - -

the year :nns the nation will have
mhmgerslhnm 3 g
“Half the things [teenagers]-talk
about today, 1 never thought about at
their age,”™ said 26 year-old Paylette '
Eusuﬂlu.aFMGfmmﬂmqhn'
works at the Mental Health, :
Justice Division Project. ™ Ty’ e
Speﬂﬁwmmlumu
with the threats of drugs,’ mﬁﬁ
dtunpe—prd:hmswhich i

myummh "“‘:E‘ b

'mmwmijufw
tie," said Lisa Rmtm‘ﬁlﬂlben,l
CUNY" student ‘and m‘bmu-l o
Meltdown. “There's’ violence™ be="'
tween students. ™ : ;#ru._"--._:r':-

‘Walters has been |m"nhed in &0
lhnlmn:lnhmshq&mdhlﬂplﬂm;
Meltdown in pﬂ'tmadumywﬂu
wlmrma!ﬂmhndﬂstandwhuq‘
have been victimized.

Tmmﬂlrmwaﬂqﬂ%
it's education that people don’t nor-
mally get, and things they don’t even
kmow,” said Walters, wearing a leop-
n&pulm-mdhumdnwshnwl

‘Among the newly educifed’sre
Fark Slope’s police officers, ascord-
ing to Capt. James Lmn;uoflh

" 78th Precinet; - ¢ =L S

“Theammsmmmmmﬂw

1l.ﬁmdniyw:lgu[mm—dﬂngm

lence] wasn't treated as much ofta

, problem,” said Luongo, a burly!man
_mlhnlvuhairmd.ua[tmdpmpor
mustache.” .} e L

. The Brooklyn dlslru:l lltnu::]r‘n_

~ office under Charles Hynes—hase, ;

mother endured abuse from her dlco-

+ holic husband—has also contributed
' 1o the effort to educate, bmmmaihq

first prosecutor's office in' I:h:nl]rln

o ::suhlssh & doméstic violence bureap.

*The office has also collaborated =
with local businesses; on & picject’”

h*ulhd “Safe Haven,™which\allows 1

pedestrians mddmly “Hireatened: by -
violence 1o seek temporary refiige.in it
participating stores. | | IvEiagyeaV
. “One of the reasons [viclence] is

" going down is the communily is get-

ting involved,” said Assistant District

Mtomqrﬁurdon Shaw.
But when it comes to \rmlmu

A3 among acquaintances, civic leaders

can only do 0 much,
' “The police can help, but people in

'lhem:nmmn.l must live with each
" other and dﬂlwuhcachvlﬂhﬂ"wd

Diane Stubbs of the 78th Precinct.
“T've filed orders of prolection for
people, belped ‘them move ‘out,' and
then I-get'n report two weeks: later
ﬁutﬁqrm bwk lthomu,‘
said. -
Zalm!ldwnt.l'l n;dhm'mlaln

* the s performance ' as 'the' " sbused
' Monique ‘reminded ber' of the film

Don't Tell Mobody, sbout a tecnaged
mlbmndbybu'mdmrwnh-

A“ll-thﬂmdﬂudmmrhlmn
voice and a bright smile, she said she
will be ready if her next relationship

+  takes a turn for the worse. ' ..

£ “The' first ‘thing. that hppens,
Mazyck said, *I'm out the door.™

If you have been abused by some-
obe you know, call the New York
City Domestic Violence Hotline at
1-800-621-HOPE.




