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Sheila Bankalon (canier) perioms n “Voces of the Amaorg” She's llanked Ey har kids, lsaah and Bleshonda

Braatyn Fupmr Poblcutans  Casae il s

‘Armory’ gives voice to
Slope shelter residents

By Deirdre McDonnell

o Sroodten Papee Apiee sy

Members of the sudience had a0
e thit same of the words read by
Sheiln Bankston o Sutunday's play
readug werp in fact her very own,

Banicskm. o former hauseless woman,
wid her wory in Mictdown Inc.'s prodac
tiomn of “WiniCen of the Armory.” presened
A Neew York Meghoudis Hisgrital

The cramatic '.||I1:|" SONVEYS rue slomed
abouy some of e women who hove
maged i the Pk 'i'.p‘_' Adinody
Wimmen'y SEeler 20 wbo ddieres pest
o recert cemirovesigs snd COMCE™A
from the Aglghbarng © iy

Sheils was one of & dozen wamen wha
=t on slage reading seies that Bvedved
crugs. sloohol, child and spinasal shuie,
oolRubon ind ROTcedues The pley
b enpliopet Bopes dodl deaens 299 500
NS W e problems of the hoeneless,

The awlience wus never wodd whether
the “aciress” ielling the wory is & resident
of the wiostien's shelier of 4 member of the
Mehtown volunieer roupe In Cut they
W [ combrutcm of bk

Simng in the from row of tas sodience
were Twi well-behaved wounpsera who
have heand the somies Mty fimes

Mine-yeoar-id Isaiah Rankston lavingly
wk cwe of bis teoc-vear-okd simer,
Bleshorda, as they icmed for shost o
Fecears o e stories enfulBing. Basalos i
beatally hanest abour her sory and proud
of ey pecemphshments

She admils that her toubles siem from
her patt g amad sicobad abarse

Ard she knows tae although sie has
made & emakable Improvement b the
vnlity isf Ber Nfe ihere & w Toae o

ahead before she can call her sliry # sue-
T

Bamkaion fsusd herself in the shelier
thiee sepamte Bames from 1587 o (005,
lEer chibdre=n were ciien awny ol Suk
fesler care. 55 hid it bomom and knew it
was up w her w chinge ker lige

1 Wk in & towl state of isolation when
Biromwin [Racker] ind ber gioup esiored
muy life. And boy was [ stebbors @ G 1
redlsand 25 hand s | couold™ R ker, a oere
lified social worlier. 13 ardstie disecior of
Melsdown

Curioginy ook pver the resismnce gnd
vowly Bankidon stared w pacticipase in
e Meldown “Woices of the Amnory™
Erua sessanna Pl &l i shelrer,

"I wouldn's believe that chese peaple
witie acrunlly here fror me [ Rad 3 aheakler
10 leam oo 1 iauiled po oo Bronwi s wheney-
o | had e wrpe b0 bt smyscll, She's ke
i family Dbt o me el 1y o
explained Banksan

e alsg credits the Bay Rlifge Christian
Censer for helping ber dig out Erom wander

“They came all the way s the sheltes
o ook me w0 chirch. Them | foanid spiri-
nalny.” she k. T was down o oy bock
i they mmeated me as an sgeal | meant
soenethang mo them.™

First ard focemeat in Bankawon's “rad
o recoveEry™ wiis petting meuntingd with har
chidmn She mayx she vignad them repular-
Ly when they wers in fosier care, but wan-
ed be provide a real o for them. Tha
drearm was fublilled D995 wheen, Bmough
the help of e waial wurkens und Rucker,
she moved mio her own apefiment jus
dys bedore she was 1o 2ot bualad back i
Fger e

=TTl never forget bow mervoun aod ex
ciied Shedls wes before Fariah srived The

wils 11k & ime chidd waitng for Chrismmas
e, Ricdoer dakd,

Hileshonda wis retmmed i e family o

w months laer following wven month
of Fomter care. Bankston snd other young.
SlEry continue s sttend regudsr o
sosalons throoph Family Prevention. [ss
iy, wheise Eevomile sulbiject {s maih, soys
he's & “s0 5o student, bt enjoys anending
school Blestomds, 'who knows her addmas
anel ielephone: reemiber and bow o spell bey
name, will scon sitend & Hesd Su peo-
JUETT

Plasikibrn resnaig i weifare, bt (s sy
imp wath the idea of atenSing collége. Her
bm-terr plens mciude wrisng and work-
If a3 TER Cowwe o

1 never knew | had woch preemtial el
I vt e o like Boanwn and ber iabiing
[Riek Rizmsol,” sha sl

Hischer admined that Banksion and he
clslldorn ke bica & “souncs of srenpth o
e

"On gormee leveln, Sheila keeps s go-
img.” Rucker said. “There's really a posic
e slrenpth in both dircdons, We help
el il

Vo of he Assnorny™ was weifien and

proshuced By Ruwher, who shng wilh s
el worker Laury Metfk bave ooncucted
e weakdy empowerment und sdvocacy
Eonif b the dhelier s Ocinber [901,

Te ta changes in the admisdisason of
the whelier, Meadivan s no Imgc-r hitlding
e mocungs Saturdey's reading was pe-
fenied by Mcindown's Masser and
et Cirace: Derw Andl=Viokence Action Pro-
el in coaperatlion with Woean Against
Vialence Everywhere. v

Mendown s a noi-for-profie ceganiza.
Bon wihich is Panded by pan of the New
Yook Ciry Department of Celtersl Affgirs



