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John Shoto was born in Wabasha 
in March 1798.


After being in Wabasha for 25 
years he joined Red Wing band for 
15 years.


Leaving Red WIng, John came up 
the Minnesota River  where he 
became a leader of the Dakota 
band, along with Ṡakpedaŋ in 
Tínṫa Otuŋwe until the U.S.-
Dakota Conflict.


After the US-Dakota Conflict, he 
became a scout from 1862-1870, 
working with Henry Hastings 
Sibley.


In 1872, Shoto returned to 
Shakopee as leader of the Little 
Six band.

Shoto was smart.


He used to stop at various houses of 
rich people in downtown Shakopee.  
He would ask for food.


If the housekeeper was there, she 
would fill his plate with lots of food, 
and Shoto was happy.


When the woman of the house would 
answer the door, the rich woman 
would look disgusted, and just gave 
him two pieces of bread and little 
more.


Shoto would point to his throat, and 
gesture that he had a sore throat, and 
then he would leave.


He knew that he could find something 
better at other houses, where the 
people were more friendly!


In the beginning of January, 1899, 
Old Shoto was about town, 
peering out of his almost sightless 
eyes, and now and again saying, 
“Hau!  Hau!” to all who gave him a 
merry greeting.


Hau is Dakota for Hello.


John Shoto died in January 24, 
1899 at age 100.  He died at 3 
p.m. at the Indian settlement on 
Indian Road on the north side of 
the Minnesota River in what is 
now Eden Prairie. His wife, Anna, 
survived him, and died at age 90. 


The funeral was at St. Mary’s 
church, and was buried at Valley 
Cemetery. Their daughter, 
Caroline Moore, died as an infant 
in 1830 and is buried at the 
potter’s field at Valley Cemetery.


Fr. J.J. Girrimondi baptized John 
Shoto on February 7, 1895 at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church. 

John Shoto in front of his tipi at 
the Indian settlement on the 
north side of the Minnesota 
River in what is now Eden 
Prairie on October 16, 1898 . 
The land was purchased by 
Oyatekokepa Jacob Otherday.  
The 18 acres was purchased in 
1871. In 1900, the colony 
consisted of about 15 residents, 
living in three dwellings. The 
surnames include Otherday, La 
Framboise, Ortley, Bluestone, 
Shoto (or Choteau), Campbell, 
Cloud, Jackson, Tahkudo, and 
Baska.


