Sakpe Il would try to get the baby to eat.
He would smack his lips, and say,
‘chghgpi’ (sugar), but “the baby's throat
was too badly swollen. Mother fixed
some soft food for him. They seemed
very grateful, and many a mess of fish
and venison were brought to us in
return.”

“When they had been there a short time,
in Minnesota, Baxter and Mary grew very
enthusiastic about teaching an Indian to
speak English. He would say over after
them in English after telling them in Sioux
(Dakota). He had played with them for an
hour or longer when they ran and put
their arms on Old Sorrel and said,
‘Horse.™

“He said in perfect English, ‘It isn't a
horse at all; it's a mare.” And then he
laughed at them. They never gave any
more lessons. The Indians would not
speak English unless compelled to.”

In the spring, Florence helped her mother
sheer sheep, wash the raw wool, and
prepare for spinning, “Then Mother’s
work began in earnest. She had it all to
spin and cooker (dye) to send to the
weaver.” Florence’s family owned sheep
and made warm clothing out of sheep’s
wool.

“The severe winters proved too much for
Father's health....To illustrate what the
winters were like, the thermometer froze
up the six winters we lived there, with the
exception of one.”

“The family became more dissatisfied
with the cold and snow. They had an
opportunity to sell the farm, and
September 1860 saw us bound for
lowa,” said Florence Courtney Melton.

Once they moved to lowa, many of the
male family members were enlisted to fight
in the American Civil War. By May 1, 1868
they started their journey west again, first
Oregon, and then to Washington, where
they settled oh Pahaha Flats near
Pomeroy, Washington.

Florence Courtney Melton died on January
3, 1926, and was buried at Pomeroy City
Cemetery, Garfield County, Washington.

SHAKOPEE
HERITAGE SOCIETY

Compiled and written by David R. Schleper, Shakopee Heritage S@




Florence Emily Courtney Melton and her husband James Moran
Melton (1849-1895) ended up having three children: Ralph B. Melton
(1878-1949) Caroline Elizabeth (1880-1966) Gertrude Lucile Melton
(1884-1971). From History of a Pioneer Family.
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the girls. After they were tucked in bed,
she would go back to the wagon where %k
the other brother was watching Father.
She did this for three weeks. She gave
directions about the cabin.”

came to see Mary Anne. “He was very
sick. She knew at a glance he had the
mumps so she helped them care for him.
They spread their blankets in a corner by
the fireplace.”




