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Marjorie Marge Beckrich died on Friday, 
October 8, 2010 at her residence in 
Shakopee.  She was 56 years old.  


Marge funeral service was on Tuesday 
October 12, 2010.  She was buried at 
Valley Cemetery in Shakopee.


And many people remember the time 
when she drove with men at Raceway 
Park, and did well!


Marjorie Marge Beckrich enjoyed 
bingo and riding motorcycles.  She 
worked for the Scott County Transit 
for 15 years.  Marge was also a 
member of the V.F.W. Ladies 
Auxiliary in Shakopee.

http://shakopeeheritage.org


Raceway Park was a 1/4 mile asphalt 
oval race track located near Valleyfair 
in Shakopee.  One woman who 
became “The Janet Guthrie of 
Figure-8s.” 


Marjorie Marge Beckrich was born in 
Shakopee on June 7, 1954.  Her 
parents were Harold and Marie 
Anderson Beckrich.


 And she loved driving cars!


Janet Guthrie was a professional race 
car driver and the first woman to 
qualify and compete in both the 
Indianapolis 500 and the Daytona 500.  


At Raceway Park, Marge Beckrich 
became the Janet Guthrie of 
Figure-8s!  In fact, Marge was the first 
(and only at that time) woman who 
raced the Figure 8.


Marge was the first female race driver 
at Raceway Park in Shakopee, where 
she raced in the 1970s and 1980s.


Many people looked up to Marge, who 
competed with men, and did well!

Janet Guthrie, a 
professional  race car 
driver, and an idol of 
Margie Beckrich.

Raceway Park was a NASCAR park across from Valleyfair in east Shakopee.  People would have their passions stirred for the squeal of tires 
and the rumble of revving motors.  It started as a dirt track in 1954, then switched to asphalt.  Many generations stood in long lines to get 
into the quaint track that made racing up close and personal to Minnesota motor sports enthusiasts.  Many young girls (and boys) enjoyed 
watching Marge Beckrich beat the men!

Over the years, the lines to go to 
Raceway Park started to slow down, 
and during the recent years, fewer 
people attended the park.  After 60 
years of up-closer racing, Raceway 
Park closed in 2013.  


According to owner John 
Hellenbrung, their was not enough 
fan support in recent years to sustain 
the place.  Raceway Park was 
closed, and an asphalt recycling 
plant was built there.


