U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development OMB No. 2577-0226
5-Year PHA Plan s Lnd P °

(for All PHAs)

Office of Public and Indian Housing Expires: 02/29/2016

Purpose. The5-Year and Annual PHA Plans provide a ready source for interested parties to locate basic PHA policies, rules, and requirements
concerning the PHA’ s operations, programs, and services, and informs HUD, families served by the PHA, and members of the public of the
PHA’s mission, goals and objectives for serving the needs of low- income, very low- income, and extremely low- income families

Applicability. Form HUD-50075-5Y isto be completed once every 5 PHA fiscal years by all PHAs.

PHA Information.

Al

PHA Name: Easton Housing Authority PHA Code: MA122

PHA Plan for Fiscal Year Beginning: (MM/YYYY): 04/2020
PHA Plan Submission Type: 5-Year Plan Submission [] Revised 5-Y ear Plan Submission

Availability of Information. In addition to the items listed in this form, PHAs must have the elements listed below readily available to the public.
A PHA must identify the specific location(s) where the proposed PHA Plan, PHA Plan Elements, and al information relevant to the public hearing
and proposed PHA Plan are available for inspection by the public. Additionally, the PHA must provide information on how the public may
reasonably obtain additional information on the PHA policies contained in the standard Annual Plan, but excluded from their streamlined
submissions. At aminimum, PHAs must post PHA Plans, including updates, at each Asset Management Project (AMP) and main office or central
office of the PHA. PHAs are strongly encouraged to post complete PHA Plans on their official websites. PHAs are also encouraged to provide
each resident council a copy of their PHA Plans.

The public may obtain a copy of this plan at:
Easton Housing Authority

Parker Terrace
Easton, MA 02356

Or at the following web address: www.eastonhousingauthority.net/Documents.aspx.

[[] PHA Consortia: (Check box if submitting a Joint PHA Plan and complete table below)

PHA Program(s) in the Program(s) not in the No. of Unitsin Each Program

Participating PHAs . .
Code Consortia Consortia PH HCV

Lead PHA:
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5-Year Plan. Required for all PHAs completing this form.

B.1

Mission. State the PHA's mission for serving the needs of low- income, very low- income, and extremely low- income familiesin the PHA’s
jurisdiction for the next five years.

The Easton Housing Authority is an agency that provides safe and sanitary housing for low and moderate
income families. The Housing Authority operates under guidelines set out by their regulatory agencies, the

Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) and the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

B.2

Goalsand Objectives. Identify the PHA's quantifiable goals and objectives that will enable the PHA to serve the needs of low- income, very low-
income, and extremely low- income families for the next five years.

See attached Goals and Objectives report.

B.3

Progress Report. Include areport on the progress the PHA has made in meeting the goal's and objectives described in the previous 5-Y ear Plan.

See attached Goals and Objectives report.

B.4

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Goals. Provide a statement of the PHA's goals, activities objectives, policies, or programs that will
enable the PHA to serve the needs of child and adult victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

See attached EHA VAWA Policy.

B.5

Significant Amendment or Modification. Provide a statement on the criteria used for determining a significant amendment or modification to the
5-Year Plan.

See attached Goals and Objectives report.

B.6

Resident Advisory Board (RAB) Comments.
(a) Did the RAB(s) provide commentsto the 5-Year PHA Plan?

Y N
O @
(b) If yes, comments must be submitted by the PHA as an attachment to the 5-Y ear PHA Plan. PHAs must also include a narrative describing their

analysis of the RAB recommendations and the decisions made on these recommendations.

No comments were provided from the RAB.

B.7

Certification by State or Local Officials.

Form HUD 50077-SL Certification by State or Local Officials of PHA Plans Consistency with the Consolidated Plan , must be submitted by the
PHA as an electronic attachment to the PHA Plan.
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Instructions for Preparation of Form HUD-50075-5Y
5-Year PHA Plan for All PHAS

A. PHA Information 24 CFR 8903.23(4)(€)

A.1 Includethefull PHA Name, PHA Code, , PHA Fiscal Year Beginning (MM/YYYY), PHA Plan Submission Type, and the
Availability of Information, specific location(s) of al information relevant to the hearing and proposed PHA Plan.

PHA Consortia: Check box if submitting a Joint PHA Plan and complete the table.
B. 5-Year Plan.

B.1 Mission. Statethe PHA's mission for serving the needs of low- income, very low- income, and extremely low- income familiesin the
PHA'’sjurisdiction for the next five years. (24 CFR 8§903.6(a)(1))

B.2 Goalsand Objectives. Identify the PHA’s quantifiable goals and objectives that will enable the PHA to serve the needs of low-
income, very low- income, and extremely low- income families for the next five years. (24 CFR 8903.6(b)(1)) For Qualified PHAS
only, if at any time aPHA proposes to take units offline for modernization, then that action requires a significant amendment to the
PHA’s 5-Year Plan.

B.3 Progress Report. Include areport on the progress the PHA has made in meeting the goals and objectives described in the previous 5-
Year Plan. (24 CFR §903.6(b)(2))

B.4 Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Goals. Provide a statement of the PHA’s goals, activities objectives, palicies, or programs
that will enable the PHA to serve the needs of child and adult victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

(24 CFR §903.6(a)(3))

B.5 Significant Amendment or Modification. Provide a statement on the criteria used for determining a significant amendment or
modification to the 5-Year Plan.

B.6 Resident Advisory Board (RAB) comments.
(a) Did the public or RAB provide comments?

(b) If yes, submit comments as an attachment to the Plan and describe the analysis of the comments and the PHA' s decision made on
these recommendations. (24 CFR §903.17(a), 24 CFR §903.19)

This information collection is authorized by Section 511 of the Quality Housing and Work Responsibility Act, which added a new section 5A to the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, as amended,
which introduced the 5-Year PHA Plan. The 5-Year PHA Plan provides the PHA’s mission, goals and objectives for serving the needs of low- income, very low- income, and extremely low-
income families and the progress made in meeting the goals and objectives described in the previous 5-Year Plan.

Public reporting burden for this information collection is estimated to average .76 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. HUD may not collect this information, and respondents are not required to
complete this form, unless it displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.

Privacy Act Notice. The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development is authorized to solicit the information requested in this form by virtue of Title 12, U.S. Code,
Section 1701 et seq., and regulations promulgated thereunder at Title 12, Code of Federal Regulations. Responses to the collection of information are required to obtain a benefit or to
retain a benefit. The information requested does not lend itself to confidentiality.
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Easton Housing Authority (EHA) Goals and Objectives
5-Year Plan: 2020-2024

Progress Made Toward Goals from Prior 5-Year Plan

During the 2015-2019 5-Year period, the EHA achieved the following milestones:

1.
2.

The EHA increased the number of assisted families on the EHA’s Voucher program by 15%.

The EHA transitioned to a new contractor for conducting HQS inspections and adopted a new system for
performing rent reasonableness. This has allowed the EHA to provide an increased level of customer service to
the landlords and families. In addition, these transitions have allowed the EHA to achieve full program
compliance in these areas of program administration.

Implemented direct deposit for Housing Assistance Payments to further increase the level of customer service
being provided to the landlords and families by the EHA.

The EHA has maintained a Standard Performer SEMAP Designation during all 5 years.

The EHA increased payment standards in CY 2019 as a result of difficulty experienced by participating families in
locating suitable housing.

Updated the EHA’s briefing packet for new voucher holders to include additional information regarding available
rental units, the housing search process, the portability process and other local and community resources for
promoting self-sufficiency.

Began to conduct one-on-one landlord briefings with new participating landlords and consistently ask for
referrals of other potential landlords with available rental units.

Goals & Objectives for 2020 - 2024

1.

2.

Maintain a Standard Performer SEMAP Designation. Achieve a High Performer SEMAP Designation if funding
from HUD is increased.
Increase assisted housing choices as follows:

e Continue to analyze whether voucher holders have experienced difficulties finding housing outside of

areas of poverty and minority concentration;

e Increase payment standards in any part of EHA’s jurisdiction as a result of this analysis;

e Promote portability and absorb vouchers whenever possible;

e Conduct outreach to potential landlords; and

e Provide mobility counseling by working with applicants and program participants in their housing search

activities and provide assistance with owner negotiation of rental unit pricing.

Expand assisted housing by acquiring additional funding in order to increase the number of program
participants. Currently, the Easton Housing Authority (EHA) only receives enough HUD funding to maintain a
voucher leasing rate of approximately 95% of the baseline number of units on the Annual Contributions
Contract.
Continue to further develop community partnerships that provide or attract supportive services to improve
employability through service education or training for participant families.
Continue to ensure Equal Opportunity and further fair housing. Undertake affirmative measures to ensure
access and to provide a suitable living environment for families living in assisted housing who fall under the
Federal and State/Local protected classes. Undertake affirmative measures to ensure accessible housing to
persons with all varieties of disabilities regardless of unit size.

Definition of Significant Amendment or Modification

The EHA considers the following to be a significant amendment or modification to this 5-Year Plan:

1.

Any material changes to the EHA Policies set forth in the Section 8 Administrative Plan that change the
fundamental structure of the EHA’s mission, goals, objectives or long-term plans for the Voucher program.



w

Changes to internal procedures that may be included as a part of these policies and clarification of daily and
periodic operational program policies are not considered to be a significant amendment or modification.
Changes to the overall mission and/or the long-term goals of the EHA.

Changes to the amount or type of housing stock.

A proposed homeownership, development or mixed finance proposal.



PART IX: VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA): NOTIFICATION,
DOCUMENTATION, CONFIDENTIALITY

16-IX.A. OVERVIEW

The Violence against Women Act of 2013 (VAWA) provides special protections for victims of
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking who are applying for or receiving
assistance under the housing choice voucher (HCV) program. If your state or local laws provide
greater protection for such victims, those laws take precedence over VAWA.

In addition to definitions of key terms used in VAWA, this part contains general VAWA
requirements and PHA policies in three areas: notification, documentation, and confidentiality.
Specific VAWA requirements and PHA policies are located primarily in the following sections:
3-1.C, “Family Breakup and Remaining Member of Tenant Family”; 3-IIL.G, “Prohibition against
Denial of Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking™; 10-1.A,
“Allowable Moves”; 10-1.B, “Restrictions on Moves™; 12-1L.E, “Terminations Related to
Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, or Stalking™; and 12-I1.F, “Termination Notice.”

16-IX.B. DEFINITIONS [24 CFR 5.2003]
Asused in VAWA:

e The term bifurcate means, with respect to a public housing or Section 8 lease, to divide a
lease as a matter of law such that certain tenants can be evicted or removed while the
remaining family members’ lease and occupancy rights are allowed to remain intact.

e The term dating violence means violence committed by a person who is or has been in a
social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim; and where the existence
of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors:

- The length of the relationship
- The type of relationship
- The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship

e The term domestic violence includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence committed
by a current or former spouse of the victim, by a person with whom the victim shares a child
in common, by a person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a
spouse, by a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family
violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies, or by any other person against an
adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts under the domestic or family
violence laws of the jurisdiction.
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e The term affiliated individual means, with respect to a person:

- A spouse, parent, brother or sister, or child of that individual, or an individual to whom
that individual stands in the position or place of a parent; or

- Any other individual, tenant or lawful occupant living in the household of that individual.
e The term sexual assault means:

- Any nonconsensual sexual act proscribed by federal, tribal, or state law, including when
the victim lacks the capacity to consent

e The term stalking means:
- To follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to kill, injure, harass, or
intimidate; or
- To place under surveillance with the intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another

person; and

- Inthe course of, or as a result of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly
committed acts, to place a person in reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily
injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm to (1) that person, (2) a member of the
immediate family of that person, or (3) the spouse or intimate partner of that person.
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16-IX.C. NOTIFICATION [24 CFR 5.2005(a)]
Notification to Public

The PHA adopts the following policy to help ensure that all actual and potential beneficiaries of
its HCV program are aware of their rights under VAWA.

PHA Policy

The PHA will post the following information regarding VAWA in its offices and on its
Web site. It will also make the information readily available to anyone who requests it.

A summary of the rights and protections provided by VAWA to housing choice
voucher program applicants and participants who are or have been victims of
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking (see sample notices
in Exhibits 16-1 and 16-2)

The definitions of domestic violence, ddting violence, sexual assault, and stalking
provided in VAWA (included in Exhibits 16-1 and 16-2)

An explanation of the documentation that the PHA may require from an
individual who claims the protections provided by VAWA (included in Exhibits
16-1 and 16-2)

A copy of form HUD-50066, Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating
Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking

A statement of the PHA’s obligation to keep confidential any information that it
receives from a victim unless (a) the PHA has the victim’s written permission to
release the information, (b) it needs to use the information in an eviction
proceeding, or (c) it is compelled by law to release the information (included in
Exhibits 16-1 and 16-2)

The National Domestic Violence Hot Line: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or
1-800-787-3224 (TTY) (included in Exhibits 16-1 and 16-2)

Contact information for local victim advocacy groups or service providers
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Notification to Program Applicants and Participants [24 CFR 5.2005(a)(1)] -

PHAs are required to inform program applicants and participants of their rights under VAWA,
including their right to confidentiality and the limits thereof, when they are denied assistance,
when they are admitted to the program, and when they are notified of an eviction or termination
of housing benefits.

PHA Policy

The PHA will provide all applicants with information about VAWA at the time they
request an application for housing assistance. The PHA will also include information
about VAWA in all notices of denial of assistance (see section 3-IIL.G).

The PHA will provide all participants with information about VAWA at the time of
admission (see section 5-1.B) and at annual reexamination. The PHA will also include
information about VAWA in notices of termination of assistance, as provided in
section 12-ILF,

The VAWA information provided to applicénts and participants will consist of the notice
in Exhibit 16-1 and a copy of form HUD-50066, Certification of Domestic Violence,
Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking.

Notification to Owners and Managers [24 CFR 5.2005(a)(2)]

PHAs are required to notify owners and managers participating in the HCV program of their
rights and obligations under VAWA.

PHA Policy

The PHA will provide owners and managers with information about their rights and
obligations under VAWA when they begin their participation in the HCV program and at
least annually thereafter.

The VAWA information provided to owners will consist of the notice in Exhibit 16-2
and a copy of form HUD-50066, Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence,
and Stalking.
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16-IX.D. DOCUMENTATION [24 CFR 5.2007]

A PHA presented with a claim for initial or continued assistance based on status as a victim of
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, or criminal activity related to any of
these forms of abuse may—but is not required to—request that the individual making the claim
document the abuse. Any request for documentation must be in writing, and the individual must
be allowed at least 14 business days after receipt of the request to submit the documentation. The
PHA may extend this time period at its discretion. [24 CFR 5.2007(a)]

The individual may satisfy the PHA’s request by providing any one of the following three forms
of documentation [24 CFR 5.2007(b)]:

(1) A completed and signed HUD-approved certification form (HUD-50066, Certification of
Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking), which must include the
name of the perpetrator only if the name of the perpetrator is safe to provide and is known to
the victim

(2) A federal, state, tribal, territorial, or local police report or court record

(3) Documentation signed by a person who has assisted the victim in addressing domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalking, or the effects of such abuse. This person
may be an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service provider; an attorney; or a
medical professional. Acceptable documentation also includes a record of an administrative
agency, and documentation from a mental health professional. The person signing the
documentation must attest under penalty of perjury to the person’s belief that the incidents in
question are bona fide incidents of abuse. The victim must also sign the documentation.

The PHA may not require third-party documentation (forrhs 2 and 3) in addition to certification
(form 1), except as specified below under “Conflicting Documentation,” nor may it require
certification in addition to third-party documentation [VAWA final rule].

PHA Policy

Any request for documentation of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault or
stalking will specify a deadline of 14 business days following receipt of the request, will
describe the three forms of acceptable documentation, will provide explicit instructions
on where and to whom the documentation must be submitted, and will state the
consequences for failure to submit the documentation or request an extension in writing
by the deadline.

The PHA may, in its discretion, extend the deadline for 10 business days. Any extension
granted by the PHA will be in writing.
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Conflictiug‘ Documentation [24 CFR 5.2007(e)]

In cases where the PHA receives conflicting certification documents from two or more members
of a household, each claiming to be a victim and naming one or more of the other petitioning
household members as the perpetrator, the PHA may determine which is the true victim by
requiring each to provide acceptable third-party documentation, as described above (forms 2 and
3). The PHA must honor any court orders issued to protect the victim or to address the
distribution of property.

PHA Polic

If presented with conflicting certification documents (two or more forms HUD-50066)
from members of the same household, the PHA will attempt to determine which is the
true victim by requiring each of them to provide third-party documentation in accordance
with 24 CFR 5.2007(b)(2) or (3) and by following any HUD guidance on how such
determinations should be made.

Discretion to Require No Formal Documentation [24 CFR 5.2007(d)]

The PHA has the discretion to provide benefits to an individual based solely on the individual’s
statement or other corroborating evidence—i.e., without requiring formal documentation of
abuse in accordance with 24 CFR 5.2007(b).

PHA Polic

If the PHA accepts an individual’s statement or other corroborating evidence of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalking, the PHA will document acceptance
of the statement or evidence in the individual’s file.

Failure to Provide Documentation [24 CFR 5.2007(c)]

In order to deny relief for protection under VAWA, a PHA must provide the individual
requesting relief with a written request for documentation of abuse. If the individual fails to
provide the documentation within 14 business days from the date of receipt, or such longer time
as the PHA may allow, the PHA may deny relief for protection under VAWA.

16-IX.E. CONFIDENTIALITY [24 CFR 5.2007(b)(4)]

All information provided to the PHA regarding domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault or stalking, including the fact that an individual is a victim of such violence or stalking,
must be retained in confidence. This means that the PHA (1) may not enter the information into
any shared database, (2) may not allow employees or others to access the information unless they
are explicitly authorized to do so and have a need to know the information for purposes of their
work, and (3) may not provide the information to any other entity or individual, except to the
extent that the disclosure is (a) requested or consented to by the individual in writing, (b)
required for use in an eviction proceeding, or (c) otherwise requlred by applicable law.

PHA Policy

If disclosure is required for use in an eviction proceeding or is otherwise required by
applicable law, the PHA will inform the victim before disclosure occurs so that safety
risks can be identified and addressed.
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EXHIBIT 16-1: SAMPLE NOTICE TO HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER APPLICANTS
AND TENANTS REGARDING THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA)

This sample notice was adapted from a notice prepared by the National Housing Law Project.

A federal law that went into effect in 2013 protects individuals who are victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. The name of the law is the Violence against
Women Act, or “VAWA.” This notice explains your rights under VAWA.

Protections for Victims

If you are eligible for a Section 8 voucher, the housing authority cannot deny you rental
assistance solely because you are a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
or stalking.

If you are the victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, you
cannot be terminated from the Section 8 program or evicted based on acts or threats of violence
committed against you. Also, criminal acts directly related to the domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, or stalking that are caused by a member of your household or a guest
can’t be the reason for evicting you or terminating your rental assistance if you were the victim
of the abuse.

Reasons You Can Be Evicted

You can be evicted and your rental assistance can be terminated if the housing authority or your
landlord can show there is an actual and imminent (immediate) threat to other tenants or
employees at the property if you remain in your housing. Also, you can be evicted and your
rental assistance can be terminated for serious or repeated lease violations that are not related to
the domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking committed against you. The
housing authority and your landlord cannot hold you to a more demanding set of rules than it
applies to tenants who are not victims.

Removing the Abuser from the Housé¢hold

Your landlord may split the lease to evict a tenant who has committed criminal acts of violence
against family members or others, while allowing the victim and other household members to
stay in the assisted unit. Also, the housing authority can terminate the abuser’s Section 8 rental
assistance while allowing you to continue to receive assistance. If the landlord or housing
authority chooses to remove the abuser, it may not take away the remaining tenants’ rights to the
unit or otherwise punish the remaining tenants. In removing the abuser from the household, your
landlord must follow federal, state, and local eviction procedures.

Moving to Protect Your Safety

The housing authority may permit you to move and still keep your rental assistance, even if your
current lease has not yet expired. The housing authority may require that you be current on your
rent or other obligations in the housing choice voucher program. The housing authority may ask
you to provide proof that you are moving because of incidences of abuse.
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Proving That You Are a Victim of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual
Assault, or Stalking

The housing authority and your landlord can ask you to prove or “certify” that you are a victim
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. The housing authority or your
landlord must give you at least 14 business days (i.e., Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays do not
count) to provide this proof. The housing authority and your landlord are free to extend the
deadline. There are three ways you can prove that you are a victim:

e Complete the certification form given to you by the housing authority or your landlord. The
form will ask for your name, the name of your abuser, the abuser’s relationship to you, the
date, time, and location of the incident of violence, and a description of the violence. You are
only required to provide the name of the abuser if it is safe to provide and you know their
name.

e Provide a statement from a victim service provider, attorney, or medical professional who
has helped you address incidents of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or
stalking. The professional must state that he or she believes that the incidents of abuse are
real. Both you and the professional must sign the statement, and both of you must state that
you are signing “under penalty of perjury.”

e Provide a police or court record, such as a protective order.

If you fail to provide one of these documents within the required time, the landlord may evict
you, and the housing authority may terminate your rental assistance.

Confidentiality

The housing authority and your landlord must keep confidential any information you provide
about the violence against you, unless:

e You give written permission to the housing authority or your landlord to release the
information.

e Your landlord needs to use the information in an eviction proceeding, such as to evict your
abuser.

e A law requires the housing authority or yoﬁr landlord to release the information.

If release of the information would put your safety at risk, you should inform the housing
authority and your landlord.

VAWA and Other Laws

VAWA does not limit the housing authority’s or your landlord’s duty to honor court orders about
access to or control of the property. This includes orders issued to protect a victim and orders
dividing property among household members in cases where a family breaks up.

VAWA does not replace any federal, state, or local law that provides greater protection for
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.
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For Additional Information

If you have any questions regarding VAWA, please contact at

For help and advice on escaping an abusive relationship, call the National Domestic Violence
Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or 1-800-787-3224 (TTY).

Deﬁnitions-

For purposes of determining whether a tenant may be covered by VAWA, the following list of
definitions applies:

VAWA defines domestic violence to include felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence
committed by any of the following:

e A current or former spouse of the victim
e A person with whom the victim shares a child in common
* A person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse

e A person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence
laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies

e Any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts
under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction

VAWA defines dating violence as violence committed by a person (1) who is or has been in a
social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim AND (2) where the existence
of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors:

e The length of the relationship
e The type of relationship
e The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship

VAWA defines sexual assault as “any nonconsensual sexual act proscribed by Federal, tribal, or
State law, including when the victim lacks capacity to consent” (42 U.S.C. 13925(a)).

VAWA defines stalking as (A)(i) to follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to
kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person OR (ii) to place under surveillance with the
intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person AND (B) in the course of, or as a result
of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly committed acts, to place a person in
reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm
to (i) that person, (ii) a member of the immediate family of that person, or (iii) the spouse or
intimate partner of that person.
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EXHIBIT 16-2: SAMPLE NOTICE TO HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER OWNERS AND
MANAGERS REGARDING THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA)

This sample notice was adapted from a notice prepared by the National Housing Law Project.

A federal law that went into effect in 2013 protects individuals who are victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking. The name of the law is the Violence
against Women Act, or “VAWA.” This notice explains your obligations under VAWA.

Protections for Victims

You cannot refuse to rent to an applicant solely because he or she is a victim of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

You cannot evict a tenant who is the victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
or stalking based on acts or threats of violence committed against the victim. Also, criminal acts
directly related to the domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking that are
caused by a household member or guest cannot be cause for evicting the victim of the abuse.

Permissible Evictions

You can evict a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking if you
can demonstrate that there is an actual and imminent (immediate) threat to other tenants or
employees at the property if the victim is not evicted. Also, you may evict a victim for serious or
repeated lease violations that are not related to the domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, or stalking. You cannot hold a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, or stalking to a more demanding standard than you hold tenants who are not victims.

Removing the Abuser from the Household

You may bifurcate (split) the lease to evict a tenant who has committed criminal acts of violence
against family members or others, while allowing the victim and other household members to
stay in the unit. If you choose to remove the abuser, you may not take away the remaining
tenants’ rights to the unit or otherwise punish the remaining tenants. In removing the abuser from
the household, you must follow federal, state, and local eviction procedures.
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Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking

If a tenant asserts VAWA’s protections, you can ask the tenant to certify that he or she is a
victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. You are not required to
demand official documentation and may rely upon the victim’s statement alone. If you choose to
request certification, you must do so in writing and give the tenant at least 14 business days to
provide documentation. You are free to extend this deadline. A tenant can certify that he or she is
a victim by providing any one of the following three documents:

e A completed, signed HUD-approved certification form. The most recent form is HUD-
50066. This form is available at the housing authority or online at

http://'www.hud.gov/offices/adm/hudclips/forms/hud5.cfm.

e A statement from a victim service provider, attorney, or medical professional who has helped
the victim address incidents of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.
The professional must state that he or she believes that the incidents of abuse are real. Both
the victim and the professional must sign the statement under penalty of perjury.

* A police or court record, such as a protective order.

If the tenant fails to provide one of these documents within 14 business days, you may evict the
tenant if authorized by otherwise applicable law and lease provisions.

Confidentiality

You must keep confidential any information a tenant provides to certify that he or she is a victim
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. You cannot enter the
information into a shared database or reveal it to outside entities unless:

e The tenant provides written permission releasing the information.

e The information is required for use in an eviction proceeding, such as to evict the abuser.

e Release of the information is otherwise required by law,

The victim should inform you if the release of the information would put his or her safety at risk.
VAWA and Other Laws -

VAWA does not limit your obligation to honor court orders regarding access to or control of the
property. This includes orders issued to protect the victim and orders dividing property among
household members in cases where a family breaks up.

VAWA does not replace any federal, state, or local law that provides greater protection for
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.

Additional Information

¢ If you have any questions regarding VAWA, please contact

e HUD Notice PIH 2006-42 contains detailed information regarding VAWA s certification
requirements. The notice is available at
http://www.hud.gov/offices/adm/hudclips/notices/pih/06pihnotices.cfm.

e Foradiscussion of VAWA’s housing provisions, see the preamble to the final VAWA rule,
which is available at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pke/FR-2010-10-27/pdf/2010-26914.pdf.
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Definitions

For purposes of determining whether a tenant may be covered by VAWA, the following list of
definitions applies:

VAWA defines domestic violence to include felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence
committed by any of the following:

e A current or former spouse of the victim
e A person with whom the victim shares a child in common
e A person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse

® A person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence
laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies

* Any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts
under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction

VAWA defines dating violence as violence committed by a person (1) who is or has been in a
social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim AND (2) where the existence
of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors:

¢ The length of the relationship
e The type of relationship
e The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship

VAWA defines sexual assault as “any nonconsensual sexual act proscribed by federal, tribal, or
state law, including when the victim lacks capacity to consent” (42 U.S.C. 13925(a)).

VAWA defines stalking as (A)(i) to follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to
kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person OR (ii) to place under surveillance with the
intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate another person AND (B) in the course of, or as a result
of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or repeatedly committed acts, to place a person in
reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm
to (i) that person, (ii) a member of the immediate family of that person, or (iii) the spouse or
intimate partner of that person.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Easton Housing Authority (EHA) has made the Draft 2020-2024 Public Housing
Agency Plan available for public review at the EHA Administrative Office located at
Parker Terrace, Easton, MA. This plan is available to be reviewed for 45 days beginning
on November 22, 2019. Anyone interested in viewing this plan should call the Easton
Housing Authority office at (508) 238-4747 to setup an appointment. A public hearing
to present this plan and obtain further public comments will be held at 4:00pm on
January 8, 2020 at the Parker Terrace Community Room in Easton, MA. This plan
pertains only to the HUD Voucher Program consisting of 101 vouchers.



Easton Housing Authority

Public Hearing
Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Parker Terrace Community Room
Easton, MA

Meeting Minutes

Attendees Present: Kathleen Steiger, Executive Director for Easton Housing Authority
One participating Voucher program landlord

The meeting began at 4:00pm, as scheduled. The purpose of this hearing was to solicit public comment
for the Draft 5-Year PHA Plan. This plan was available for any persons who may attend the meeting and
a copy was provided to the participating Voucher program landlord in attendance. Aside from the
person(s) listed above, there were no other attendees present at this hearing.

There were no public comments in regards to the above plan.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15pm.



!
;
i
|
2

Certifications of Compliance with U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Office of Public and Tndian Housing

PHA Plans and Related Regulations OMB No. 2577-0226
(Standard, Troubled, HCV-Only, and Expires 02/29/2016

High Performer PHAs)

PHA Certifications of Compliance with the PHA Plan and Related Regulations including
Required Civil Rights Certifications

Acting on behalf of the Board of Commissioners of the Public Housing Agency (PHA) listed below, as its Chairman or other
authorized PHA official if there is no Board of Commissioners, I approve the submission of the X 5-Year and/or  Annual PHA
Plan for the PHA fiscal year beginning 04/2020, hereinafier referred to as” the Plan”, of which this document is a part and make
the following certifications and agreements with the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in connection with the
submission of the Plan and implementation thereof:

L.

2.

10.

11.

The Plan is consistent with the applicable comprehensive housing affordability strategy (or any plan incorporating such

strategy) for the jurisdiction in which the PHA is located.

The Plan contains a certification by the appropriate State or local officials that the Plan is consistent with the applicable

Consolidated Plan, which includes a certification that requires the preparation of an Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing

Choice, for the PHA's jurisdiction and a description of the manner in which the PHA Plan is consistent with the applicable

Consolidated Plan. ‘

The PHA has established a Resident Advisory Board or Boards, the membership of which represents the residents assisted by

the PHA, consulted with this Resident Advisory Board or Boards in developing the Plan, including any changes or revisions

to the policies and programs identified in the Plan before they were implemented, and considered the recommendations of the

RAB (24 CFR 903.13). The PHA has included in the Plan submission a copy of the recommendations made by the Resident

Advisory Board or Boards and a description of the manner in which the Plan addresses these recommendations.

The PHA made the proposed Plan and all information relevant to the public hearing available for public inspection at least 45

days before the hearing, published a notice that a hearing would be held and conducted a hearing to discuss the Plan and

invited public comment.

The PHA certifies that it will carry out the Plan in conformity with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Fair Housing

Act, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and title I of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

The PHA will affirmatively further fair housing by examining their programs or proposed programs, identifying any

impediments to fair housing choice within those programs, addressing those impediments in a reasonable fashion in view of

the resources available and work with local jurisdictions to implement any of the jurisdiction's initiatives to affirmatively
further fair housing that require the PHA's involvement and by maintaining records reflecting these analyses and actions.

For PHA Plans that includes a policy for site based waiting lists:

e The PHA regularly submits required data to HUD's 50058 PIC/IMS Module in an accurate, complete and timely manner
(as specified in PIH Notice 2010-25);

e The system of site-based waiting lists provides for full disclosure to each applicant in the selection of the development in
which to reside, including basic information about available sites; and an estimate of the period of time the applicant
would likely have to wait to be admitted to units of different sizes and types at each site;

¢  Adoption of a site-based waiting list would not violate any court order or settlement agreement or be inconsistent with a
pending complaint brought by HUD;

e  The PHA shall take reasonable measures to assure that such a waiting list is consistent with affirmatively furthering fair
housing;

e  The PHA provides for review of its site-based waiting list policy to determine if it is consistent with civil rights laws and
certifications, as specified in 24 CFR part 903.7(c)(1).

The PHA will comply with the prohibitions against discrimination on the basis of age pursuant to the Age Discrimination Act

of 1975.

The PHA will comply with the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 and 24 CFR Part 41, Policies and Procedures for the

Enforcement of Standards and Requirements for Accessibility by the Physically Handicapped.

The PHA will comply with the requirements of section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968, Employment

Opportunities for Low-or Very-Low Income Persons, and with its implementing regulation at 24 CFR Part 135.

The PHA will comply with acquisition and relocation requirements of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property

Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and implementing regulations at 49 CFR Part 24 as applicable.
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12. The PHA will take appropriate affirmative action to award contracts to minority and women's business enterprises under 24
CFR 5.105(a).

13. The PHA will provide the responsible entity or HUD any documentation that the responsible entity or HUD needs to carry
out its review under the National Environmental Policy Act and other related authorities in accordance with 24 CFR Part 58
or Part 50, respectively.

14. With respect to public housing the PHA will comply with Davis-Bacon or HUD determined wage rate requirements under
Section 12 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 and the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act.

15. The PHA will keep records in accordance with 24 CFR 85.20 and facilitate an effective audit to determine compliance with
program requirements.

16. The PHA will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act, the Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard
Reduction Act of 1992, and 24 CFR Part 35.

17. The PHA will comply with the policies, guidelines, and requirements of OMB Circular No. A-87 (Cost Principles for State,
Local and Indian Tribal Governments), 2 CFR Part 225, and 24 CFR Part 85 (Administrative Requirements for Grants and
Cooperative Agreements to State, Local and Federally Recognized Indian Tribal Governments).

18. The PHA will undertake only activities and programs covered by the Plan in a manner consistent with its Plan and will utilize
covered grant funds only for activities that are approvable under the regulations and included in its Plan.

19. All attachments to the Plan have been and will continue to be available at all times and all locations that the PHA Plan is
available for public inspection. All required supporting documents have been made available for public inspection along with
the Plan and additional requirements at the primary business office of the PHA and at all other times and locations identified
by the PHA in its PHA Plan and will continue to be made available at least at the primary business office of the PHA.

22. The PHA certifies that it is in compliance with applicable Federal statutory and regulatory requirements, including the
Declaration of Trust(s),

Easton Housing Authority MA122
PHA Name PHA Number/HA Code

Annual PHA Plan for Fiscal Year 20

S

5-Year PHA Plan for Fiscal Years 2020 -2024

[ hereby certify that all the information stated hercin, as well as any information provided in the accompaniment herewith, is true and accurate, Warning: HUD will
prosecute fulse claims and statements. Conviction may result in criminal and/or civil penalties. (18 U.S.C. 1001, 1010, 1012: 31 U.S.C. 3729, 3802).

Name of Authorized Official Title  Board Chairperson
Dennis Sheedy
Signature Date  January 21, 2020
@AEAM_/L’_.M
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Certification b} State or Local L. S Department of Housing and Urban Development

Official of PHA Plans COI]SiStC]lC}' Ottice of Public and Indian Housing
with the Consolidated Plan or OMB No, 23770226
State Consolidated Plan Expires 2/29/2016

(All PHAs)

Certification by State or Local Official of PHA Plans
Consistency with the Consolidated Plan or State Consolidated Plan

[. Roberta L. Rubin . the Chict Counsel of DHCD
Ofticial s Name (ticial s Title

certify that the 3-Year PHA Plan and or Annual PHA Plan of the

Easton Housing Authority

PH.I Name
is consistent with the Consolidated Plan or State Consolidated Plan and the Analysis of
Impediments (Al) to Fair Housing Choice of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Local Jurisdiction Name
pursuant to 24 CFR Part 91.

Provide a description of how the PHA Plan is consistent with the Consolidated Plan or State
Consolidated Plan and the Al

The PHA Plan maintains a rental assistance program that serves those with low to extremely low
incomes and indicates cfforts to affirmatively further fair housing.

Fhereby certity that all the intormation stated herein, as well as any infoematen provided in the accompanument heresith is true and aceurate: Warning: [0D wall
prosecute false clams and sttements, Convietton may result i ceminal amd or envl penalties (X TS O Tool Toli Tol2 300 SO 3720 3802

Lo Lo Lbin —~ ey (A

Signature . Date
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