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WHATS NEWS? 

Spring is well and truly upon us 

with calves and lambs on the 

ground all over the region. There is 
plenty going on here at CRS with 

lots of spraying and planting in 

preparation for the warmer 

months.  

 

Remember everything likes to grow 
in springtime! This includes worms, 

lice and flies. Now is a great time to 

treat all your livestock, horses, 

dogs and chooks. If you have any 

questions about what products to 
use pop in and see us.  

This months newsletter is jam 

packed full of important infor-

mation for the new season includ-

ing: getting ready for spring fallow, 

the importance of on time vaccina-
tion schedules and focus product: 

strikeforce s.  

 

If you would like to receive a more 

indepth digital newsletter every 
month full of product info and spe-

cials send an email to: 

Sheridan@crtmudgee.com.au to be 

put on the list. 

ANIMAL HEALTH 

Spring is well and truly upon us 

with plenty on lambs and calves on 

the ground around Mudgee. Early 
weaning’s are likely at this stage 

given the dry weather and overall 

condition of breeding stock. Taking 

this into account, young animals 

will need the upmost care to gain 

value as they grow.  

 There is a range of vaccines on the 

market currently, and lots of infor-

mation can be lost in translation. 
When starting a vaccine program 

on your animals – young or old, an 

initial dose, followed by another 

dose in 6 weeks is essential for im-

munity build up. After that, once 

every 12 months is sufficient. 

This booster technique should also 

be applied to stock that have been  

purchased. Unless there is 100% 

clarification on the mob’s health 

status the mob should be treated 

under the assumption of ‘never 

vaccinated’.  Giving the booster 

shot to a new mob 6 weeks after 

the initial shot at arrival is also a 

great time to check for other 

health issues and overall wellness. 

 

The 5 main clostridial diseases of 

livestock: 

• Blackleg 

• Black disease 

• Malignant Oedema 

• Pulpy Kidney 

• Tetanus 

  

In cattle Ultravac 5in1 or Ultravac 

7in1 should be used to protect 

herds from the 5 main clostridial 

diseases.  Ultravac 7 in 1 protects 

cattle against the 5 main clostridi-

al diseases with the added protec-

tion of 2 strains of leptospirosis. 

 

Lepto colonises in the kidneys and 

the reproductive tract of females. 

Its common for abortion in cows 

which are more than 5 months 

pregnant.  

VITICULTURE REPORT 

Bud burst  is visible across the dis-

trict.  Chardonnay at EL 5 to 7 

with Shiraz at EL 4 to 6. Bud burst 

is later then last year  by approxi-

mately 2 weeks with cooler areas in 

the district in line with Mudgee. 

Soil temperatures  have been quite 

low for this time of year and has 

been one of the reasons bud burst 

has been delayed. Soil moisture 

has  only marginally benefitted 

from recent rain events and any 

one who has stopped irrigation over 

this period have fallen behind 

where they need to be at this time 

of the year. With the season being 

so dry every bit of moisture applied 

whether from irrigation or rain 

events need to be utilised. CRS will 

have access to a new product that 

will assist in slowing the movement 

of water through the root zone  and 

making what moisture available 

more easily accessed by the plant.  

This product can be fertigated or 

applied via boom spray to the tar-

geted areas. Drop in and see Des to 

discuss this new product.  First 

sulphurs should have been applied 

and in many cases  second being 

applied this week.  CRS will also be 

stocking a new nutrient range ex-

clusive to CRS, NESA have teamed 

with CRS to supply a full range of 

nutritional products that  cover 

every aspect of growing quality 

grapes, whether via fertigation or 

foliar application CRS and NESA 

have got you covered.  CRS is look-

ing  forward to discussing your nu-

tritional requirements across vin-

tage 2018-19. 

https://www.zoetis.com.au/diseases/blackleg.aspx
https://www.zoetis.com.au/diseases/black-disease.aspx
https://www.zoetis.com.au/diseases/malignant-oedema.aspx
https://www.zoetis.com.au/diseases/pulpy-kidney.aspx
https://www.zoetis.com.au/diseases/tetanus.aspx
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AGRONOMY REPORT 
As we enter the second month of 

Spring and with soil temperatures 

beginning to pick up, sowing of 

summer forage crops is just around 

the corner. At this stage sudans 

and millets are in extremely tight 

supply and in many cases sold out, 

if you haven’t already done so it is 

important to let us know if you are 

requiring seed so that we can put it 

aside for you. Cowpeas at this 

stage are in generally better supply. 

It is also imperative at this time to 

consider any potential pre-

emergent herbicides which might 

be able to be used with the crop to 

prevent weeds from out competing 

with the sown crop. Growers who 

utilised such herbicides last year 

had great success in minimising 

the impact of particular annual 

summer grass weeds on their 

crops. To discuss potential options 

please get in touch. 

 

Many annual winter grass weeds 

namely silver grass (vulpia), barley 

grass, ryegrass and brome grass 

are currently exerting heads and 

will soon be setting viable seed. 

Spray-topping these plants at their 

vulnerable flowering stage will pre-

vent their setting of viable seed 

back into the seed bank and is an 

ideal first step for paddocks enter-

ing into the clean-up crop phase in 

autumn 2019 as we try to get these 

paddocks ready to go back into 

higher producing improved pas-

tures a few years down the track. 

Time is of the essence with these 

sprays at the moment so please 

don’t hesitate to give me a call so 

we can inspect paddocks which 

may require this treatment. 

On the 19th of October CRS will be 

holding our Inaugural Spring Field 

Day. Commencing at 8:30am at 

2160 Castlereagh highway between 

Mudgee and Gulgong the day will  

 

 

take us to a number of different 

properties with some interesting 

topics. The day will cover sessions 

including winter cleaning of lu-

cerne with ‘Terrain’, remote water 

tank monitoring, winter wheat in 

the clean up phase to improved 

pasture, temperate and tropical 

pasture inspections and soil mois-

ture probe monitoring.  

The day will conclude with a BBQ 

lunch and refreshments. For ca-

tering purposes please RSVP to Ed 

on 0428 025 205 or the office on 

6372 3500. 

In the last couple of weeks I have 

come across a number of lucerne 

paddocks with significant infesta-

tions of green peach and blue-

green aphids. These sucking pests 

can significantly reduce grazing 

and hay yields and timely control 

is often beneficial. Interestingly, 

this has not been in all paddocks, 

though where they have been 

found generally the density has 

been well and truly high enough to 

warrant control. When spraying 

for aphids and other summer ac-

tive insect pests in lucerne and 

other crops the ground or in the 

shed. Historically the  

 

presence of 10-15% flower has 

been the trigger for when to cut, 

another  

generation of shoots will be dam-

aged by the mower will ensure the 

quickest possible regrowth and 

minimise the interval between cuts 

which can often result in squeezing 

another cut in the season.  

Finally, it seems a long way until 

February and March next year, 

though supply of many winter for-

age crop seeds particularly oats is 

already coming under extreme 

pressure, it is a good time now to 

be considering what areas you will 

be planting, what quantities of seed 

you may require and to get early 

orders in. With the record dry year 

throughout the eastern states 

many paddocks which would nor-

mally see a header have at best 

seen a mob of hungry stock so seed 

production will be a small fraction 

of what it normally is. 

 

 


