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WHATS NEWS.... 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

We continue to observe the 

necessary protocols in 

managing Covid-19 at CRS. 

We have recently added 

social distancing floor 

markers at the counter for 

your added safety during 

this time. 

Agronomy Report  

The month of July has kept 

the brilliant season going, 

with 81mm recorded for the 

month at the Mudgee 

Airport. This has made it a 

nice 65% above the long-

term average for the month 

of July. We are now to a 

total of 515mm for 2020 

received across 84 wet days, 

which is a 78% increase on 

last years rainfall to this 

point of the year, and 

141mm above the long-term 

average for year to date 

rainfall. 

CRS Annual Spring Field 

Day   -   Our annual Spring 

field day is locked in for 

Wednesday the 14th of 

October. I am very excited 

to say that we have an 

excellent line-up of 

speakers, including Bob 

Freebairn OAM and Dr 

Belinda Hackney. Bob 

Freebairn will be presenting 

on Sub-Tropical pastures, an 

area which he has been a 

pioneer of throughout his 

long career with NSW 

Agriculture and in more 

recent years as a private 

consultant, while Dr Belinda 

Hackney will be talking on 

Legumes and in particular 

improving nodulation of 

legumes to maximise their 

nitrogen fixation and overall 

performance and 

contribution in our cropping 

and pasture systems. As in 

previous years the field day 

will be a convoy type affair 

finishing with a BBQ lunch 

and refreshments. There will 

be more information to 

come in the coming months 

regarding start times and 

locations and as more 

information comes to hand 

regarding Covid-19 

guidelines. Please save the 

date in your diary as it 

promises to be a great day 

and a chance to learn from 

some of the best in the 

business. Hay and Silage 

Planning   -   As mentioned 

in previous newsletters, 

spring 2020 is looking like 

being a huge hay and silage 

season. I would suggest 

touching base with your hay 

contractor ASAP so they 

know what areas and 

quantities you might have 

coming up. We will be 

stocking a full range of hay 

twine and net and silage 

wrap. If you have 

requirements in mind, 

please be in touch sooner 

rather than later so we can 

ensure we have your 

requirements covered. As in 

2016 the supply of hay and 

silage packaging is highly 

likely to come under 

extreme demand pressure, 

and it is a big unknown with 

the current China relations 

coupled with the Covid-19 

pandemic how supply will 

hold up. With a full profile 

of moisture, it is certainly 

not too late to apply 

nitrogen to bolster dry 

matter production. A rule of 

thumb with current urea 

prices is that each extra 

tonne of hay will cost you 

around $40, perhaps 10% of 

what we were paying just 

months ago!  Sub-Tropical 

Seed – Caveat Emptor 

(Buyer Beware!)   -   With 

the excellent seasonal break 

in mid to late February, 

many sub-tropical pasture 

paddocks, namely Premier 

Digit paddocks, had a good 

chance to produce seed - 

something that has been 

near impossible for the past 

three years. With this has 

also come a much greater 

availability of Digit seed 

(and other species). The 

process of finding and 

buying digit seed is always 

fraught with danger given 

the highly variable quality 

specifications of this 

species. Germination can 

vary greatly, with ‘normal’ 

percentages anywhere from 

10-90%. Purity which is the 

percentage of whole seed 

(be they dead or alive) of 

the given seed line is also 

highly variable, often 

anywhere from 20-30% to 

90+% as a percentage of the 

weight. With tropical grass 

seed, such as Premier Digit, 

much of what the As such, 

the number of VIABLE 

seeds, those which will 

germinate when sown in a 

kilogram of seed can be 

hugely variable between 

each seed line. Let us take 

two sample seed lines. 

Assuming 100% pure 

Premier Digit is 2,100,000 

seeds per kg (as per the DPI 

Tropical handbook); Line A 

– 90% purity, 85% true 

germ = 1,606,500 live seeds 

per kg, or 76.5% by weight 

pure live seeds. 
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Line B – 50% purity, 60% 

true germ = 630,000 live 

seeds per kg, or 30% by 

weight pure live seeds.  

Considering the two lines of 

seed above you would need 

to sow Line B at 2.55 times 

the sowing rate of Line A to 

achieve the same number of 

live seeds per square metre 

or hectare. If you are 

looking to procure Premier 

Digit this year, make sure 

you truly understand and 

trust the germination and 

purity certificate and 

NEVER EVER buy seed 

without a purity and 

germination test result. If 

you need an opinion on a 

line of seed that you might 

be considering purchasing, I 

am happy to look at the test 

results with you to make 

sure you are buying a 

reasonable line of seed. As 

in past years we will be 

sourcing and stocking 

Premier Digit seed, along 

with other tropical grass 

species so please don’t 

hesitate to speak with us 

about your requirements. It 

is also worth mentioning, 

that while seed will be more 

affordable this year, it is 

never a good move to sow a 

paddock to Sub-Tropicals 

before its’ annual summer 

grass weed seed bank has 

been sufficiently lowered. 

For paddocks which are 

ready though, sowing time 

(early November) is fast 

approaching!   

Winter lambing 

considerations 

For various reasons many 

producers choose to lamb 

down around this time of 

year. There are many factors 

specific to winter time that 

can affect the success of 

lambing including extreme 

weather conditions and feed 

availability. 

Lamb survival rates are 

highly dependent on the 

condition score of ewes in 

the lead up to lambing as 

well as at the time of 

lambing. 

Birth weight of both single 

and twin lambs greatly 

affects survival rate, which 

is of course influenced by 

the ewes nutrition and 

condition score during 

pregnancy with late 

pregnancy being of 

paramount importance. 

Lamb birth weight can be an 

indicator of energy reserves 

of the lamb and its exposure 

risk to hyperthermia or 

dystocia. 

The key requirements for 

good lamb survival are: 

Good lamb birth weights 

• Maternal bonding 

• Good lactation and 

colostrum 

• Protection from wind 

chill. 

The ideal birth weight for 

lambs is between four and 

six kilograms (kg) and this 

is influenced by the 

nutrition of the ewe in 

pregnancy. Having ewes in 

condition score 3.0 at 

lambing ensures that 

survival and production are 

at high levels. 

Higher condition score of 

the twinning ewe at lambing 

(condition score 4.0 

compared to condition score 

3.0) can mean an increase in 

lamb survival of more than 

10%.  

Maternal bonding and 

lamb survival 

Poor nutrition and low 

condition score have 

detrimental effects on ewe 

and lamb behaviour, 

contributing to increased 

lamb mortality. Ideally the 

ewe and lambs should 

remain at the birth site for at 

least six hours; twelve hours 

being optimal. 

If feed on offer is low the 

ewe is more likely to move 

off the birth site to look for 

food. Ewes in poor 

condition at lambing will 

also be more likely to search 

for more food, leaving the 

lamb or lambs behind prior 

to suckling.  

Weather impacts on lamb 

survival 

Weather has the greatest 

impact on twin born lambs 

as they have smaller 

liveweight per surface area. 

Wind chill is also important 

and cold and wet conditions 

are worse than cold 

conditions without rain. 

Milk supply and 

colostrum 

It is critical that lambs 

receive colostrum during the 

first 24 hours of life in order 

to ensure adequate 

absorption of colostral 

antibodies. Antibodies are 

large protein molecules that 

can cross the intestinal wall 

and enter the blood stream 

of the lamb only during the 

first 24 to 36 hours of life. 

Absorption of these 

antibodies is most efficient 

during the first few hours 

after birth. 

Ewe colostrum can vary in 

quantity as well as 

viscousness. Ewes in good 

condition will produce good 

levels of fluid colostrum. 

Those in poor condition 

may produce colostrum that 

is thick and difficult for the 

newborn to suckle. 


