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WHATS NEWS.... 
The CRS Annual Spring Field 

Day was a great success 

with a number of growers 

coming out to learn about 

and discuss cover legume 

introduction into existing 

pastures, new winter wheat 

varieties, early weaning, 

summer crop agronomy as 

well as taking part in a spray 

application refresher 

session. 

Our Vineyard Demo Day 

was also a huge success 

with many wine growers 

attending from around the 

region to see both the 

Nufarm Du Wett trial as 

well as the new Fischer 

Mechanical Weeder. 

United Contract Services 

are now offering a 

contracting service with this 

machinery in the Mudgee 

and surrounding district and 

can be contacted on 0404 

999 991. 

AGRONOMY REPORT  

Regrettably October has 
seen us return to the very 
dry weather patterns we 
experienced through April 
to August. October saw just 
5mm across 6 days with the 
biggest fall being 2.6mm on 
Saturday the 12th. This has 
the soil water balance at its 
lowest level since 2016 with 
most country to the north 
of Mudgee showing less 
than 2% root zone soil 
moisture, and south and 
east of Mudgee at 2-7% of 
the profile. Our second 
annual Spring Field Day was 
held on Tuesday the 22nd of 
October, with a good crowd 
in attendance. 

 
First, we inspected a crop of 
the new ‘DS Bennett’ wheat 
variety at Paspaleys’ 
Eurunderee property. This 
crop was direct drilled into 
the stubble of the previous 
Sudan crop in late May, and 
was under lateral irrigation. 
Sakura pre-emergent 
herbicide was used, applied 
just before sowing, to 
control annual ryegrass and 
barley grass in the crop 
which it did a very nice job 
of! The crop was grazed 
heavily from late June to 
late August, when it was 
locked up for grain 
recovery. 
Bennett is an awnless, true 
winter type wheat which 
seems to be proving to have 
a fit in our area. While 
slightly behind the variety 
Naparoo for dry matter 
production through the 
vegetative phase, it is 
slightly ahead for grain 
recovery and can make 
milling grades, whereas 
Naparoo is only feed quality 
grain. 
It was impressive to see the 
great crop which has been 
produced with only partial 
irrigation in a very dry year. 
While on farm we also 
inspected a paddock of tall 
fescue which has been 
over-sown with ‘Antas’ Sub-
Clover and ‘Storm’ white 
clover, with a disc drill 
machine. 
This was done in an attempt 
to get a legume component 
introduced into what was 
otherwise a grass dominant 
pasture which has been 
successful. With well 
nodulated legumes 

contributing 20-40kg/ha of 
nitrogen to the soil for 
every tonne per hectare of 
above ground dry matter 
produced they can be an 
invaluable part of the 
pasture equation. 
After the morning session 
we then moved to AREC 
where we heard from Brett 
Mawbey from NuFarm on 
the significant effects spray 
water quality can have on 
product efficacy, and also 
looked at suitable spray 
nozzle choices coming into 
the summer fallow spraying 
season so as to keep in line 
with the new APVMA 
requirements. 
Hardness and bicarbonate 
content of water being used 
for spraying can have 
massive implications for 
spray efficacy. Alkalinity as 
low as 75ppm bicarbonate, 
and hardness as low as 
300ppm can result in 
complete failures of amine 
formulations of phenoxy 
herbicides and also group 
A grass selectives. It is 
important to test water 
sources used for spraying 
regularly, especially in the 
wake of the ongoing dry 
conditions. 
We have testing available 
so be in touch if this is of 
interest to you. 
Before lunch, we then 
covered in depth the ins 
and outs of early weaning 
and the practicalities and 
benefits of this practice. 
Brett Littler of the LLS and 
Kyle McDonald and Ben 
Kidd of Zoetis presented on 
the practicalities of early 
weaning such as yard 
design, nutritional 



             CRS RURAL ROUNDUP November 2019 

requirements, the benefits 
to the breeding herd or 
flock, and also diseases to 
be aware of and how these 
can be best prevented and 
managed. 
We learnt that by 
separating a cow and a calf, 
instead of feeding the calf 
via the cows milk, it brings 
the units DSE loading down 
from 17.8 to 10.47 DSE’s 
(working on a 600kg cow 
and her calf). This is an 
amazing benefit of early 
weaning, and has so many 
benefits to the reproductive 
performance of the herd in 
the following year. I would 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank those that could 
attend on the day, and also 
importantly sincerely thank 
all the speakers on the day 
for their time and expertise. 
Summer seed supply is 
currently in a holding 
pattern with fair to good 
availability of cowpeas, 
millets and hybrid sudan 
grass. Please be aware that 
if there is a decent rain 
event this will change 
quickly. If you have 
paddocks you plan to sow, I 
would recommend securing 
seed. Please call to discuss 
if needed. 
As we head into November, 
we will be starting to talk 
about sowing of autumn 
and winter forage crops 
before we know it! With the 
extremely tough conditions 
through the North of the 
state and with many 
southern crops being put 
into hay, the seed supply 
situation for winter cereals 
is set to be extremely tight. 
Please be in touch as early 

as possible so that we can 
work to cover your 
requirements. 
Waratah Exclusion Fencing 
Demo Day Thursday, 14 
November 2019.  8:00am 
Breakfast, 8:30am Fencing 
demonstration 
Where: “Glenfoyle” off the 
Hill End Road Grattai (follow 
the Waratah banners) 
Please RSVP by Monday, 11 
November 2019 to: 
Sean Richardson 
sean.richardson@waratahfe
ncing.com.au 0408 304 656 
Or 
Des Quilty 
des@crtmudgee.com.au 
0499 003 570 
Prussic Acid Poisoning in 

Livestock.  

Coming into the summer 

cropping period, it is timely 

to be discussing the risk of 

prussic acid poisoning in 

stock. 

Certain conditions lead to 
dangerous levels of 
cyanogenic glycosides in 
plants particularly sorghums 
and sudan grasses. These 
conditions include:  
• Periods of rapid regrowth 
following stunting, for 
example after a drought 
breaks, if a crop is eaten 
back and then allowed to 
regrow, or if a crop is 
harvested for hay then 
allowed to regrow – levels 
are highest in young plants 
with green, growing shoots; 
• Frosted or wilted plants 
which have a transient 
increase in glycoside levels;  
• Herbicide-treated plants 
which have a transient 
increase in glycoside levels; 
• High nitrogen and low 
phosphorus levels in the 
soil. 

• Plant species such as 
sorghum, which can contain 
more prussic acid than 
Sudan grass – varieties vary 
in their prussic acid 
potential; 
• Plants that are wet with 
dew or light rain.  
Ruminant animals (cattle 
and sheep) are more 
susceptible to prussic acid 
poisoning than monogastric 
animals (horses and pigs). 
The lower pH in the 
stomach of the monogastric 
helps to destroy the 
enzymes that convert 
cyanogenic glycosides to 
prussic acid. Prevention  
• Do not allow stock to 
graze risky food sources. 
Have feed analysed if safety 
is in doubt. 
• Do not allow stock to 
graze drought-stressed, 
immature, wilted or frost-
damaged plants that are 
known cyanogenic glycoside 
accumulators (see ‘Sources 
of poison’). 
• Never allow stock to graze 
sorghum that is less than 50 
cm high. 
• Feed hungry stock with 
hay before allowing them to 
graze forages which may 
contain high levels of 
cyanogenic glycosides / 
prussic acid. 
• If buying sorghum hay, 
make sure that it was cut 
during low-risk conditions. 
There is no decrease in 
prussic acid content in the 
process of haymaking. 
For more information on 
this topic and others please 
visit our website 
www.crsmudgee.com.au 


