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Introduction:  Opening illustration: “Have you tried tithing?”  The unsightly autopsy of dead religion is continued by Malachi in this passage.  We have seen previously in this report the signs of lifeless religion: insensitivity (to God’s love & grace), insincerity (in worship), insubordination, infidelity, & inaccuracy (in Israel’s views of God).  This part of the report points out the insufficient giving of Israel as an indica-tion of their dead religion.  The unfortunate previous pattern is continued here, with Israel answering twice in these verses, “Wherein?”  Verse 7 begins with Israel’s history of rebellion, followed by her ne-cessity of repentance (“Return unto Me…”).  But once again the nation shows her tendency of rejection, refusing to admit that they had gone astray.  The question, “Wherein shall we return?” could be inter-preted to mean “In what particular area do we need to return?” – yet asked sarcastically, not humbly with a heart of repentance.  This leads God to level the next accusation, “Ye have robbed Me,” which is quick-ly refuted by Israel’s question, “Wherein have we robbed Thee?”  Our text details God’s refutation, spell-ing out the sin of robbing Him of their tithes & offerings.  What we learn here is that dead religion is characterized by hoarding selfishly while true (living) religion is indicated by giving gratefully.

  I.  The curse for their disobedience (:8b-9)  [cf. the “curse” of 2:2]  (Let’s ask 4 questions)
       A.  Why is not giving tithes & offerings a form of robbery?


 1.  Consider the ownership of God:


      a.  Exodus 19:5, “…for the earth is Mine.” – Leviticus 20:26, “…that ye should be Mine.” –


           Leviticus 27:30, “And all the tithe of the land… is the Lord’s: it is holy unto the Lord.”

      b.  Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the LORD’s, & the fullness thereof; the world, & they that dwell 

                       therein.”  --  Psalm 50:12, “…for the world is Mine, & the fullness thereof.” 


 2.  Compare the stewardship of man:


      a.  His exhortation > Proverbs 3:9, “Honour the LORD with thy substance, & with the first-

           fruits of all thine increase.”
      b.  His expectation > I Chronicles 29:14-16, “…O LORD our God, all this store that we have 

           prepared to build Thee an house for Thine holy name, cometh of Thine hand, & is all Thine 

           own.”
 Summary: “Taking something & keeping if from its owner is robbery” (Stuart).

       B.  What is the difference between a tithe & an offering?


 1.  There were several types of “tithes”:

      a.  Leviticus 27:30-33 > the tenth of the remainder after the first-fruits were taken.

      b.  Numbers 18:26-28 > the tenth paid by the Levites to the priests.

      c.  Deuteronomy 12:18 > the second tenth paid by the congregation for the needs of the 

           Levites & their families at the tabernacle.
      d.  Deuteronomy 14:28-29 > another tithe every third year for the poor.
 2.  There were several types of “offerings”:
      a.  “Heave offerings” – mainly animal sacrifices, lifted up, set apart for God, used by priests.
      b.  “Freewill offerings” – Deuteronomy 12:6.
 
      c.  “Firstfruits” – one-sixtieth of the corn, wine, & oil – Deuteronomy 18:4.
       C.  How is tithing related to repentance?


 1.  Tithing demonstrated obedience to the covenant; refusal to tithe was disobedience.  (Why?)


 2.  Obedience to the covenant demonstrated inward belief (faith); reflection of the heart. 

 3.  Tithing was harder to enforce; easier to “skimp” on; true indicator of the heart.
 
      Dead religion is characterized by hoarding selfishly; true religion by giving gratefully.

 II.  The command for their obedience (:10a)

       A.  “Bring ye…”

 1.  What?  “all the tithes.”

 2.  Where?  “into the storehouse” (“temple treasury” – storage chambers in the temple).

 3.  Why?  “that there may be meat in Mine house” (food for the Levites & priests).
       B.  “Prove Me…”

 1.  Putting God to the “test” – the same word used of refining gold in Zechariah 13:9.

 2.  Investigating the truth of God’s promise – cf. Ex. 4:1-9; I Kgs. 18:22-39; Isa. 7:10-17.

 Application: “For God to invite investigation or action that will confirm His promises is a gate-

 way to blessing; for people to demand that God prove Himself true is a door to sin” (Stuart).

 Illustration: Infidel daring God to strike him.
III.  The consequences for their compliance (:10b-12)

       A.  There would be abundance of rain (:10b)


 1.  The analogy:


      a.  Opened windows > Genesis 7:11-12; Isaiah 24:18; II Kings 7:2, 19.

      b.  Outpoured blessings > Deuteronomy 11:13-14; Zechariah 10:1; 14:17.

      Summary:  Rain is the key to agricultural prosperity worldwide.


      Illustrate the spiritual parallel:  Chorus – “The Windows of Heaven are Opened.”


 2.  The sufficiency:


      a.  Superabundance – “not room enough to receive it” (“there is no more need” – NASB).

      b.  Such abundance of crops causes their storehouses to overflow.
       B.  There would be absence of pests (:11)


 1.  No devouring locusts – “devourer rebuked.”

 2.  No “miscarrying” vineyards – no drought or disease to cause grapes to drop before ripe.
       C.  There would be acceptance of praise (:12)


 1.  Israel will be called “blessed.”

      a.  “To bless” means here to magnify or extol another person’s condition as a desirable one.


           This is usually spoken from an inferior to a superior; a desire to be as well off as the one 

  
           blessed. 


      b.  The nations will acknowledge that Israel is specially blessed of God; they will wish to be 

           like her, as well off as she is.

 2.  Israel will be considered “delightsome.”

      a.  She will be transformed – from a defeated little state under domination of Persia, much 

           of the nation still in ruins – to become the envy of all the nations of the world.

      b.  See Isa. 62:4, “Hephzibah” which means “My delight is in her” (cf. Zech. 7:14; 8:13, 25).


Conclusion:  Let’s try to answer one more question: “When Christians do not tithe, are they robbing God?”  In other words, is tithing required of believers today?  Without taking the time to develop these points, consider that tithing was: (1) commenced before the law (Gen. 14:20; 28:22); (2) commanded under the law (Lev. 27:30); (3) commended after the law (Mt. 23:23); & (4) compounded under grace (II Cor. 8-9).  Tonight we will consider another O.T. text dealing with the matter of giving, reviewing  
the two truths mentioned earlier – the ownership of God & the stewardship of man (cf. II Chron. 29:14-16).  If all that we have belongs to God, then taking something from Him & keeping it from Him is robbery.  Proverbs 3:9 tells us to “Honour the LORD with thy substance…”  The question is not so much about a strict adherence to 10% of our income, but the secret attitude of our heart.  Is God honored by your giving?  Are you withholding from God that which is rightfully His.  “Will a man rob God?” is asked in our text.  Unfortunately, the answer was “yes” then & is also “yes” often times today.  Remember, dead religion is characterized by hoarding selfishly while true religion is indicated by   

giving gratefully.  Are you hoarding your resources selfishly or giving of them gratefully?  
