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The Chief Joe Mathias BC Aboriginal Scholarship Fund was 

established to honour the memory of the late Chief Joe Mathias, 

a hereditary and elected Chief of the Squamish Nation. Chief 

Mathias is remembered for his vision and his leadership for the 

rights of aboriginal people in British Columbia and across the 

country.  Central to that vision was his passionate belief in and 

advocacy for higher education for aboriginal young people.  

This Scholarship Fund is dedicated to helping realize Joe’s 

dream of providing post-secondary opportunities for energetic, 

dedicated and aspiring young British Columbia First Nation 

students, opportunities to enable them to realize their dreams of 

becoming leaders of tomorrow in the career of their choosing.  

There is no more appropriate tribute to the work of Chief 

Mathias than to witness the success of the young aboriginal 

graduates and scholarship recipients presented here.  First 

Nation doctors, businessmen and women, scientists, social 

workers, engineers, nurses, computer programmers, lawyers, and 

teachers…these are the leaders of the future who will continue 

his legacy and ensure a bright and prosperous future for First 

Nations citizens and their communities.  The Chief Joe Mathias 

Scholarship has provided over 300 scholarships to over 240 

students from almost 100 First Nations in BC since its inception 

in 2002. 
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Adam Gauthier 

Tla'amin Nation 
Bachelor of Child & Youth Care 

University of Victoria 

“The vision of uplifting First Nations students to 

achieve their dreams is encouraging. Thank you for 

recognizing and inspiring First Nations students.” 

 

 

Daniel Kennedy 
Cook’s Ferry Band 
Bachelor of Science 

UBC 

“This scholarship gives much needed breathing room, 

allowing me to focus on my rigorous studies.” 

 

Darlynda Jack 
Ulkatcho 

Bachelors of Social Work 
Nicola Valley Institute of Technology 

“These types of scholarships help out so many young 

Indigenous People, and I’m honored to have been 

chosen by the Chief Joe Mathias’ Scholarship Fund & 

their sponsors! Chanalya.” 

 

Diamond Point 
Musqueam Nation 

NITEP Indigenous Teacher Education Program 
UBC 

“I am beyond grateful and appreciate the generous 

support.” 
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Dylan Whitney 
Xaxli'p 

Faculty of Medicine (MD Undergraduate Program) 
University of Alberta 

“With your donations, you enable more BC First 

Nation students to pursue diligent studies that further 

our employability and research interests.” 

 

 

Emily White 

Klahoose First Nation 
Bachelor of Arts (Indigenous Studies) 

University of Victoria 

“This scholarship is going to greatly decrease my 

financial stresses during this upcoming year of studies 

and allow me to focus more on my academics and in 

community” 

 

 

Jobena Alec 

Lake Babine 
Social Sciences 

University of Victoria 

“I believe this award will send me forward by leaps and 

bounds in my educational journey. The heart of my 

community is the culture.” 

 

 

Joseph Ledo 

Musqueam Nation 
Doctorate of Medicine 
McMaster University 

“My dream of becoming a medical doctor wouldn’t be 

possible without you.” 

 

Joshua Houghton 
Squamish Nation 

Bachelor of Early Childhood Education 
Capilano University 

“This award will help on many levels for myself 

while going back to school but also my son.” 

 

 

Karen Louie 
Ahousaht, Nuu Chah Nulth 

Master of Arts (Child and Youth Care) 
University of Victoria 

“Having this extra funding will allow me to focus on 

school and developing my career so I can be a 

supportive person in my community.” 



 

 

Karla Joseph 
Xw’isten 

Master of Social Work 
University of Toronto 

“I am highly committed to completing this degree 

program and am very excited to use my new skills and 

knowledge to do good work in our communities.” 

 

Katelyn Cooper 
Lax Kw’alaams 

Bachelor of Natural Resource Protection 
Vancouver Island University 

“I would like to express my gratitude for receiving the 

Chief Joe Mathias Scholarship Fund award and to 

thank you, the donors, for making this possible.” 

 

Kathryn Ignace 
Skeetchentn Indian Band 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Thompson Rivers University 

“As I continue to further my career in healthcare and 

helping people, especially those in my 

Community, I am deeply appreciative of the donors 

picking myself as a candidate” 

 

 

Keenan Andrew 
Ahousat First Nation 

Master of Arts (Child & Youth Care) 
University of Victoria 

“In my Nuučaan̓uł language we say ƛ̓eekoo ƛ̓eekoo 

(klecko klecko) for your ongoing support in my post-

secondary journey. This award will help my family and 

I continue to volunteer” 

 

Pala Kovacs 
Lil’wat Nation 

Bachelor of Business Management 
UBC - Okanagan 

“Stress, financial dismay, and poor health lead to an 

incomplete or low GPA post-secondary degree. Thanks 

to you, many students are relieved of those precursors.” 

 
Rachael Franz 

Haisla Nation 
Bachelor of Biology 

University of Victoria 

“It means so much to have people like you supporting 

me and believing in me along the way. Receiving this 

award increases my confidence and helps relieve 

financial stress, allowing me to focus more energy on 

succeeding in my courses.” 



 

 

Shane Baker 
Gitxsan 

Indigenous Studies (Diplima) 
Camosun College 

“I would like to thank the Chief Joe Matthias 

scholarship society for this amazing opportunity” 

 

Susan Soloman 
Gitanmaax 

Master of Social Work (Trauma and Resiliency) 
University of Toronto 

“I am honoured and will one day return the kindness 

and in turn help a student out by donation!” 

 

 

Sylena Romanyshyn 
Tla’amin Nation 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Camosun College 

“I cannot express my appreciation enough to this 

wonderful foundation for assisting me in achieving my 

future goal” 

 

 

Taiden Galway 
Squamish Nation 

Bachelor of Arts (English) 
Simon Fraser University 

“I feel honored to be chosen for the Chief Joe Mathias 

Scholarship, and for that I thank you.” 

If you would like to learn about the application process, please email chiefjoemathias@gmail.com, like us on Facebook, or visit 
www.chiefjoemathias.ca for updates. 



 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS... 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located on the southwest coast of British Columbia in 

Canada, the Port of Vancouver extends from Roberts Bank 

and the Fraser River up to and including Burrard Inlet. The 

port is Canada’s largest, supporting trade with more than 

170 economies around the world.  

As we grow, so does our ability to support our neighbouring 

communities. Through our dynamic and broad-ranging 

community investment program, we dedicate up to one per 

cent of our net income to initiatives that matter to local 

communities. Our investments support three key pillars: 

community enrichment, education and training and 

environmental leadership. 

 

Deloitte is one of Canada’s leading professional services 

firms, providing a full range of assurance and advisory, 

financial advisory, tax and consulting services through 

more than 8,400 people in more than 55 locations across 

the country. Our Aboriginal Client Services group 

provides solid advice to assist First Nations and other 

aboriginal organizations in meeting their objectives and 

building financially successful communities.  

 

ILLAHIE is a family foundation working with partners to 

support measures aimed at meaningful systemic change 

by addressing poverty, social and economic inequities, 

reconciliation, environmental degradation, family 

violence, housing, women’s health, and substance abuse. 

Besides addressing these matters directly, our 

foundation promotes educational, cultural, and 

community initiatives that increase capacity in the long 

term.   

 

Worth Allaye-Chan Investment Counsel is an innovative 

presence on the Canadian investment landscape, 

providing customized investment solutions for First 

Nations, individual investors, trusts and estates, 

institutions, corporations, foundations and not-for-profit 

organizations. 

As Portfolio Managers, they manage the intricacies of 

risk management, asset correlation and allocation, and 
other essential elements of building and managing wealth. 

The managers take a global view of investing and seek 

opportunities inside and outside of North America. Their 
thoughtful approach begins with an understanding of the 

client's own financial picture to provide the most suitable 

advice for their specific circumstances.  

The Worth Allaye-Chan Investment Counsel is now part of 

Raymond James, one of North America’s leading full 

service investment dealers.  

 

The Woodfibre LNG Project is owned and operated by 

Woodfibre LNG Limited, a privately held Canadian company 

based in Vancouver, British Columbia.  Woodfibre LNG 

Limited is the owner of the former Woodfibre pulp mill site, 

which is located about seven kilometres southwest of 

downtown Squamish, BC, with a Community Office in 

Squamish.  

Through the assistance of First Nations, we look to develop 

sustainability goals that enable cultural and environmental 

preservation and economic growth and diversification for 

current and future generations. 

  
Morgan & Associates has provided legal services to First 

Nations and Aboriginal organizations for over 20 years. 



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS...

SPECIAL 

THANKS TO… 
 M. Ann Ferris

 Scott Serson

 Victor & Judith Pearson

 Susan & Robert Stout

 M.E.G Fellowes

 Hlynsky + Davis Architects Inc.

 The Benevity Community Impact Fund

 Donations submitted through the United Way &

CanadaHelps.org

The largest law firm on Vancouver's North Shore, Ratcliff 

& Company is a leader in providing a full range of legal 

services to clients in the local community, throughout the 

Lower Mainland and beyond. A significant percentage of 

the firm specializes in aboriginal law, serving First 

Nations governments, organizations and tribal councils 

throughout the province. 

We take pride in the talent of our people and the 

extensive service to the community. Many of our lawyers 

and staff are involved in civic and charitable events, often 

in a leadership role. We are also proud of our service on 

boards of directors and numerous committees of 

nonprofit organizations. 

Whether you need a legal opinion, advice or require 

comprehensive legal representation, Ratcliff & Company 

is here for you. 

We've been serving our communities since 1950. 

Park Royal opened in the Fall of 1950 and was 

Canada’s first enclosed shopping centre! Since that 

time we have undergone lots of changes. Today Park 

Royal is home to a vast mix of unique and popular 

brands, shops, restaurants & services. From fashion 

& electronics to beauty, home goods, sports, lifestyle 

& grocery, it’s all here!  You can even shop for a car 

at our Tesla showroom or eat at one of over 37 dining 

establishments, including 10 patios. Or take in a box 

office hit at our brand new Cineplex VIP Cinemas! 

HLYNSKY + DAVIS ARCHITECTS INC. is a deliberately small 

boutique firm that provides a high level of client service. 

We have evolved from B. Gordon Hlynsky Architects, a 

practice which originated in 1986 to become a  

partnership in 2015. The firm principals follow the project 

through from schematic design to post-occupancy 

completion. Our approach is based foremost on listening 

to the needs of the client and the input of the consultants. 

We execute a detailed analysis of the challenges with our 

consultants, propose solutions and evaluate the cost and 

benefits in order to recommend a strategy. We strive to 

present solutions that are timeless while allowing 

flexibility to support future change and expansion. Board of Directors 

Jo-ann Archibald     Stefany Mathias 

Kim Baird     Sophie Pierre 

Stacey Edzerza Fox     John Watson 

Lisa Ethans     Christa Williams 

Melody Morrison 

Mandy Mathias-O’Donoghue 

Executive Director 

Kamana Bikadi 

If you would like to donate to the scholarship fund, please send your cheque payable to the "Chief Joe Mathias British 
Columbia Aboriginal Scholarship Fund" (c/o PO BOX 2177 Vancouver  Main, Vancouver , BC V6B 3V7,  Attention: 
Kamana Bikadi) and you will receive a charitable tax receipt. Your donations are helping to make a difference!  


