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Fatal plane crash trial ends in $48M verdict

Franklin County jury returns year’s largest verdict, awards big punitives over bad blade

Aoy bn Bkl
County returr
o lion v
in a fatal plane crash
suit, including
millon  punitive
award afier the jury
heard that an after
market parts dealer
used a substandard
alloy to make the
planes blade.

“As a result of this
verdict, we hope that
the company willim
mediately take this
defective part off the
market?  said
plaintify’
Gary Robb, of Robb.
& Robb in Kansas
ci

The verdic i the
largest in Missouri
5o far this year, ac
cording 1o a review
of Missouri Lawyers
Weekly's V&S Search
database. Robb said
its among the largest
verdicts involving 2
plane crash in state
history

The litigation
stems from a plane

Gary Robb

Anita Robb

The jury first

awarded $20 million
in actual damages,
which amounts to $4.

he reached modes

nents,of $10,000 - $25,000, with

et

During the hrec-week i he familes of the cash

The blade broke, plaintiffs argued, because it couldrit
ithsand the hest ad presure 1 ha engine, Pt
also offered evidence during the punitive phase that

victims sat just behind their lawyer

fore the crash.

The jury heard from an expert on Federal Aviation
Administration regulations during the punitive damages
phase of rial. William R. Twa J

e  Robb said
Attorney Randy James, of James Legl §
Lecs Summit, represented the pilots father in a wrongful
deth claim against Doncsers but o deended St
‘Cowan actio of pilt error. Yet af-

didntfollow FAA rules regarding the engine part. Thede-

ter the other ,»\.m..m ]nlu\ expert testified that Covan

fense tied to attack Ty
xpeitiwiththe g bl i o
ording to court documents, the airplane began to
e engine problems shortly afte takeoff, A witness re-
ported sceing the aircrafts right engine burst into flames.
The plane descended, struck a utility pole and landed
nose-fistin a tree
‘Some of the most compelling evidence was the fact
that Doncastersimpropey substited he reqired met-

. James said,
ther plainti caims ains the ctte nd Doncasers
dropped its pilot error arguments.

“The reason that Mr. Cowan ultimately decided to join
the litgation was because he wanted to seck vindication
for his son’James said.

James also said the verdict shows plaintff attorneys
with serious cases shouldn't fear juries in conservative

e

actions” he said. “They.

the results of

v hmsol e ot afah cost
theorginal manufacurer sold i o, h s
“The jury also heard testimony that the employee who
originally selected the substitute alloy had no eny
ing education, training or experience, but merely ‘asked
e s Boto sl
attomey Larry Kaplan, of Kaplan,
“hicago, declined to comment
while the tral was ongoing. He didn't return phone and
email messages secking comment after the verdict, Nor
did local counsel Gary Mayes, of Thompson Coburn in
St.Louis
In general, the defense argued the crash was due to im-
proper maintenance and that the blade in question had
EAA approval, plintifs attorneys exphained. But plain
s countered with evidence that the part faled in testing.
nd that the company misled the FAA.

$48 million verdict
WRONGFUL DEATH

whats reflected in the verdict”
i vm e damage avards s
be no more than five times the actual damages, but the
werds I tis case v well under hat threold. 1 the
verdict ultimately stands, halfof the punitive award,after
attorneys'fees and expenses, by luw will be directed to the
state, partially for  fund used to compensate tort victims.
who win in court but are unable to collect money from
the defendants.
The families involved in the Franklin
the survivors of
Melissa Berridge, 38, of t. Louis
Robert Cook, 22, of Rolla
Scott Cowan, 42, of t. Louis, the pilot
Victoria Delacroix, 22, of London, England
Rob Walsh, 44, of . Louis.

“ounty rial were

— Kelly Wiese

o o S CourtsFankin Gouny Grat ot
Steven Kuenzel on
o diedin he 2006 g o
crash, including the
o, Afer beaing s simony the i et sl b
another $28 millon il i T i
have joy again, they feel as Persacol i PraireVilag, K

donef Robbsaidofthe families who sued.
The il of the therperson who died n e crh,
of €

fled a separate lawsuit in e oo 5 Lo et
s s pending, though the Family ha setled it tw
deendints fo 3 toa of $3500. The clims agains,
Doncasters Inc.are ative.

B Insurer: A 5250 mllonomnibus poly)

millo,stomes s

madeapnt

p JonWalshand
the crash. One of them died abou three years ago, but JamesConan st
hisfamily continued with the lawsuit. Those cass setted
shortly before the trial began for $3.1 million and $2.6
S oo
it it deendan Dastrs, which
ewsese o

Biade,tht the plaintff argued v deecne. Severst
other defendants were dismissed from the case earlier
Robb said he simply dropped most other defendants, but




