Eckelkamp Kuenzel LLP
Marks 35th Anniversary

M Oldest Law Firm in Washington

By Kanen Cemich
Missourian Stalf Wriler

Steven I* Kuenzel Sr. credits his mentors, L. B. Eckelkamp
Jr and the Lot Willinm I':.rl;,l,"ll-c.unp, with tesching him how
to be a top-rated altorney — Hill taoght him aboul the court-
rim s Lrying cnscs, and LB, about the business end of law
deals

MNow as managing pariner of the law pracliice he established
with the Eckelkamp brothers and a fourth partner, Gacel Wiod,
hack in 1984, Koenzel Se is passing on those same lessons Lo
the firm™ next gencration of attorners — his son, Sfeven B
Huenzel Jr., and Bills son, William “Billy™ Eckelkamp I

“Ume of the things most frms don't have and that we're
kind of provd of is that nod quite everyone hore, but evervons
whose name is Eckelkamp or Kuenzel has been trnined by an
Eckelkamp or Kuenzel,” paid Kuenzel Sr., who elerked for the
Eckelkamp brothers when be was still in law schsal.

“I trained under Bill and LB, and Buzz (Eckelkamp 1113
and thoese puys tratoed under me,” he said

Eckelkamp Ruonzel LLFP apened its doors 35 vears ago on
Jan. 1, V84, as Echelkamp, Echellamp, Wood and Kuenzel
Thie affice was located on the second floor of the Bank of Wiash-
ingtan's main branch on Main Strest in Downtown Washing-
ton, where it remains

Crer the vears, as the bank building was renovated and
expunded to mesl growing needs, the frm staved in place

Today it is the oldest law firm in Washington and the only
AVrated frm in Franklin O aunty. ""u'drh UWo velrs afo, hae-
nzel Sr, was indocted into the pr-,:-h]:im,ta American | ||”|_ o ol
Trial Lawyers, an honor limited io some 140 of the more than
B, OHH) Missour bowyors

Eckelkamp Kueneel is a general praclice law frm engaged
in the practice arens of personal injury, genernl cival treal
praclice. estate planning, trosis, DWI, family law, eriminal
law mnd corparations and business entities

At the start of the new year, the firm also begnn serving as
the Franklin County municipal proseculor, meaning ils atior.
nieye handle traffie, planning and zoning and 'I:-1'.|Ir|:in.l; viakps
tipns for the counly.

Three of the Five Largest Verdicts in Franklin County

Whan the firm wne established inm 1584, the only attorneys
'.\-:lrlzil:lu Lhere wére Lhe four Tull-time pariners, with foar s4all
members to support them. Currently the practice includes
seven nltorneys (four working full tme) and five foll-time
suppart stafl

The partners are LB, Eckelkamp Jr., Stoven P Kuonzel
2r, Laois B, “Buoze” Eckelkamp L] and Seven P huenzel Jr,
Wiod left the practice in 2001 after being elected a2 a cireaid
_iudpa_' i 2CHH]

Eckelkamp Kuengel has won a number of lag cases over the
last three and o hall decades, ineluding three of the five lrg.
oal verdicis in Franklin County

o & wrongial death case in 2011 stemming from a skydivang
plane erash near Sullivan where sy of the eight peaple aboasrd
died. Kuenrel Seserved as the local attorney with Gary and
Anitn Hobb as the plaintifls’ attomeys

The case apminst Doncastors [oe resalted in & 248 million
vordict {520 million in netual donmages and 528 in punitive
damages), which is the third largest in the state’s histary.

* An eminent domain case in 3011 thai pitted the Missourt
Dopartment of Transporiation aguinst Jomes Keaffl. Kuwen-
zed Sr. and Colleen Koenzel served as the defense ablomeyvs,
winning & 51,2 million jury verdict, with another £, 00 in
weeruied inlerest

That case is still the largest condemnation verdict in Frank-
lin County history, sald Kuenzel Sr

& A& ronl estate condemnntion cage in 2016 where Buenzel
Sr. and William Eckellamp Jr. represented High Main Land
Company mgninst Ameren, which wis represented by one of
1he Illggi:ﬁl law firme in St Lougs. The vardicl was in exeess of
Sl wilh interest

Kueneel Sr. pointed cutl that the firm also has had several
defense verdicts, where plantiffs are seeking a large sum of
maoney, 21 million or more, but are awarded nothing or signifi-
enntly lesy

“That's a big win for us,” swid Koenzel 5. °[t's o big deal
when you are defending someone against having to pay %1
million and they end up not baving 1o pay anything or very
Htdde"

Culture of Community Involvement
The attormeys ot Eckelkamp Kuenzel said their eommit-

Eckelkamp Kuenzel LLP Celebrates Milestone

Eckelkamp Kuenzel LLF & celgbrating its 351h anniversary this yead, The law firm was lounded Jan, 1, 1984, Seabed, Trom g,
are pariness Steven B Kuenzel Jr; Steven P Kuenzel 51 manageng parner; LB Eckelamp Jr. and Louis B, “Buzz® Eckelkamp Il
Standing, from i=f, are Connle F. Ashbein, affice manageriegal assistant; Christing Anderson, legal assisiant; Wilkiam W Billy"
Eckalkamp Jr., associate atiorney; Calieen M. Kuenzel, associate attornay; Marilyn A. Kosnlg legal assistan: James W. MoGst-

tigan Jr., asscciate attornay; Sheana M. Halmich, legal assistant; and Sarah E. Kappsimann, kegal asaisiant

mant o the commuondty goes bevond just providing legal ser-
vices, They grew up here and live here, so they like to contrils-
uke to those proups snd organimtions thal make the town n
better pluse for everyone

“ne of the things we tako '|'.-|'ir|1' in is not only providing
good gquality advice to our elients at o fir price, but also oor
involvement in the commumity,” snd kuenzel Br, “We're nll
heavily invelved in community organizations and charitable
orgunizations.”

These inclede the Boy Scouls of Americn, Rotary Cluh, Li-
ons Clul, Knighis of Colombag, Elks, Chamber of Commeros,
the Ulnited Way, Duar Ledy of Lourdes and 5. Francis Horgia
parishes, to name a fpw,

“Is @ cultore that we try to promote,” =aid hoenzed S °]
think we all feel like we have a commitment o the town of
'r'|.'4||.|'||n;-_'h|:| Wiz all trv to pive back 1o the communily. We've
b very blessed 1o be where we are, and it's ol =ven dis-
cussied, [ just who we are I yona havwe i special inlent,
you ought to be willing to use it io make the communily a bet-
ter place”

Toduy, he follows & prsctice with the firm's younger attor-
nieys that the Eckelkamp brathers followed wath him — shad-
TWIing

Vou shadow yvour menlor evervahers” sadd Kueneel Sr,
noting thot means amyvthing from guing to o Lions Club meet-
iy o walking a job sile, “These pavs | Kuen-zol Jr. and Eck-
clkamp Jr} shadowed me for two summers — they wend to
OFerY meeling, every client eontact, every court a |}|}-I.'IH"||.I:'I-\'!E".-'

‘Fun Place to Work®

Practicing law is serious usiness, but the work itself i= fun
at Eckelkamp Kuenzel, sald Willkum Eckelkamp Jr.

“I love being here every day. Bome davs it's work, bui for the
most part, it's fun,” he sald. “1 get to do samething different av-
oy day.

A hig part of what makes the job fiun is the people he works
with. He and Kuenzel Jr. are colleagues, but first and foremest,
thev're friends, and have been since they were hoys

As the soma of twa of the firms founding partners and just
o year aparl in age, Eckelkamp and Kuenzel have known each
other all their lives. They went to grade schoal, high school and
college together and even pledged the snme fraternity

Now as atlorneys, they work clossly together, and sometbmes
that involves o fittie arguing

“We like to have our argumenisa” said Eckelkamp Jr, smil-
ing

It's all in good fan. buot its also usefal in making their cases
stronger,

“atoye (3r.) always says my dod was the bost at being able

Missoutian Pholo.

ta tell you what was wrang with your case, and if you can know
everything thats wrong with vour cose, you can prepare for it
said Eckelknmp Jr. ‘|'nu re going to be in good shape when you
£ in the courtroom.”

Baoing friends frst and partners’oolleagues seoond i expcthy
the kind of relationship |.|:I.' flrm's founding pariners all had,
said Kuenzel S And they were nll better for it,

“That is really important in the field wo're in becanse it is
&0 competibivio and some days ane very stressful, e said. “We
have just been hipssed [ wonld not oven consider any dis-
mgropments wo've had in this firm as orguments, more like top
level minds having different opinions.”

Looking Ahead to ithe Future

Az the youngest partner in the practios, Kupnzel dr, ndmils
there &8 pressure 1o continue the success of the firm and ita top
repa b koo I_.-.Ju!n:':n;.; ahiwd he knows that will inclode tuking
an a bigger waorkload whenever his father and one of the firm's
axsoeiate pitornevs, James W, MeGettigon Jr, decides 1o retire

“The goal is to maintain the relationzhips we have with our
clients, but also te grow additional relatbonships with people
and clientele,” aaid Kuonzel Je. *1ts 2 doy ol o time becanss we
nerver know who's coming i the doeer.”

Reeping an excellent sapport staff has been key to the firm's
suoceas thus far and it will be the same in the foture, he gakd.

“It's hard to da in this arena becanse clients come to ws often
times on their worst days . . . things are reactive becausze some-
thing has prisen that necessitated their coming to see us,” snid
Bunenzel Jr. “Bometimes we pot te be preactive and plan ahead,
but that's often nol the case. We have to be reactive. So keeping
gond skaff is imporiant, and they're beavily mvolved in us heing
able te do what we do.”

Listening o his son 1alk, Kuenzel Sr. bristles a little at the
thowght of himeell retlring. That fan't going to happen anytime
s, he sabd

Im fact, the joke at the firm is that when Kuenzel Sr, petires
that will mean hoeonly works theee doys o woek, said Eckelkuomp
Jr, which would drop him down to 6 hours

*I do get to pick and choose my coses now,”
with a smile. "1 souldn’t do that 35 VOArS AP

* wnid Kuenzol Sr
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