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~ Plaintiff Claimed Homeowner
Negligent In Fatal Fire

Defendant s Verdict

The plaintiffs
A were Lhe rcla-
| tives of two men
B who were killed
Bl i a house fire.
They sued the
woman who
owned the housa.

The fire hap-
pened on Nov, 20,
1996 at approxi-
_matcky 1:15 am, Four people were
killed in the fire. The homeowner
survived,

The plaintiffs’ expert argued that
the firc cccurred hecaunse the
woman stered flammable materi-
als, including newspaper, maga-
zines and starter ]ng"i 00 close to
a wood-burning stave!

The defendant argued that heat
from the stove could uné have ignit-
ed combustibles 18 lnchea to 20
inches away from the stove, that the
origin of the fire was unknown, and
that there were nt léast 14 other
possible sources of ignition. She aluo
contended she was not the last per-
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aon to put wood in the stove.

Type of Action: Negligence

Type of Injuries: Death
Court/Case Number/Date:

Franklin County Cirenit
Court/CV197-6440C/Oct. 22,
1999

Caption: Fowler, et al. + Beclt

Judge, Jury, vr ADR: Jury

Name of Judge: Jeff W.
Schaeparkoetter

Special Damages Claimed:
$13,000 funeral expense

Verdict or Settlement: Defan-
dant’s verdict

Allocation of Fault: N/A
Last Offcr: None
T.ast Demaand: 390,000

Attorney for Defendant: Steven
P. Kuenzel, Washingten

Inzsurance Carrier: American

Family Mutual Insurance Co.
Plaintiffs’ Tixpervt: Renuld Groen-
emeyer, St. Lounis (fire ¢ouse and
origin}
Defendant's Expert: Roger Win-
dle, Cuba (fire cause and origin)

The plaintiff claimed the wood
stove ignited ncarby combustibles.
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