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March 27, 1969

Newspaper clipping announcing
the immanent opening of the first
Montessori School in Fort Myers

September 1969

Montessori School of Fort Myers
was founded on April 3, 1969 by a
group of dedicated parents who
wanted to provide a Montessori
education for their children. The
first class was held in September
1969 in what was then “The Little
Green House” on Colonial Blvd. in
Fort Myers, FL.
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Autumn 1969 - Enrollment roster of our Autumn 1969 - Sign-up sheet for inaugural
inaugural class, 42 students class. Tuition was $30 per month.
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Autumn 1969 — Inaugural class held at the Litt/le Green House location off Colonial Boulevard
and Summerlin road in Fort Myers, FL.
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1969 - 1973

Classes were held in the Little
Green House, then at Church of
the Resurrection on Cypress Lake
Drive and Summerlin Road, until
the present location on Crystal
Drive was purchased from the
Villas Kindergarten in 1973. The
1,810 ft2 house was originally built
in 1962 as a model home for the
Villas Neighborhood before being
used by the Villas Kindergarden
and then bought by Montessori
School of Fort Myers.

To the right and below are photos
from the early 1970s.
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1973 - 1983

The school enjoyed
widespread community
support and flourished.

The photos to the right
show the school before

the large addition was
built in 1989.

In the background,
Grace Brethren Church
can be seen to our west
as well as the
apartments to the north

of our building. Our o

Banyan Tree is just
beginning to get big.

Ms. Linda Touton joins
the school in 1976 as
an assistant teacher.
She lead the school
until 1996.
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1983 - 1989

Ms. Linda Touton and her husband
“Captain Charlie” (then a charter boat
captain) take an active role in leading
the school. Encouraged by parents,
the school undertakes a massive

expansion project to triple the size of
the building in 1989.
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Spring 1983 — Ms. Linda Touton in the back row
wearing dark sunglasses

MonT£SSBRY
ScHeoL

0F PT, MYERS

ik

%5AA“A‘M~ amf Jib'ﬁw;

1985




Montessori School
of Fort Myers

An lllustrated History
since 1969

19805

457 MONTESSORI SCHOOL
]

OF FORT MYERS
L ENVIRONMENT FO

Under construction

Summer 1989
The interior of
construction.

the

Summer 1989
The west side of the house before
construction on the new addition

2014
addition under Same view as photo to the left.
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Summer 1989
Driveway under construction

-

Summer 1989
Playground under construction

Summer 1989
View from the northeast

Summer 1989
View from the south. Existing house seen to
the right, new building on left.




Montessori School
of Fort Myers

An lllustrated History
since 1969

Summer 1983 Summer 1983
The house’s driveway is extended along the The house’s driveway under construction.
east side of the building to allow for morning

1 980S drop off at the new entrance.

Summer 1983 2014

View from the west of the addition under Same view as photo on left.
construction. The original house s

highlighted in white.
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1989 - 1996

1990 - An elementary class was opened
for 1t — 5% grade and enrollment
reaches 90 students for all ages in the
expanded building (now at 5,000 SF).
November 14, 1996 - Ms. Linda passes
away and her daughter, Ruth Anne
Azevedo earns her primary Montessori
teaching credential and joins the school
as a teacher. The school opens its first
toddler room in fall 1996.

1998 — The school discontinues its
elementary program to focus more on
the toddler and primary programs.

2005
Students outside

2000
Students learning math

1993
Students during music time
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2000 - 2008

In 2000, Ruth Anne Azevedo becomes
Head of School. The Fort Myers population
continues to grow rapidly during the
housing boom of the early 2000s and the
school operates with a wait list during a
time of strong support.

2008 - 2013

When the recession hits in 2008, enrollment
drops as families make difficult financial
choices and are forced to cut back on
spending.
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2013 - Present

The economy begins to recover in the Fort
Myers area and James Farwell joins as the
new Head of School.

* The interior of all classrooms are
significantly renovated and the school
achieves re-accreditation with the
Florida Kindergarten Council.

* An infant environment is added, a
library opened, enrichment programs
are created, several teachers are
sponsored to take the Montessori
teacher  credential training, and
technology upgrades are made.

* Exterior renovations are underway to
renovate both playgrounds, build two
outdoor classroom environments, a
large garden and a small fruit tree
orchard.

Fall 2014 — Cultural Diversity Celebration




