	Walking in DIVINE Favour          Pastor Chidi Uche      RCCG  Victory Center Swindon, www.rccgswindon.com              
	18/5/13



Walking in DIVINE Favour
(1) Introduction

What is favour (Merriam-Webster)

(i): A friendly regard shown toward another especially by a superior    (ii) A special privilege or right granted or conceded

(iii) behaviour that helps someone and gives them an advantage -MacMillian
 Unlike people in the world who depend only on effort for success, the success of every believer is activated through DIVINE  favour 
There are people are pre-destined for DIVINE favour – Abram (GOD just called him from where he was)
There are others who have to position themselves for DIVINE favour – Zacchaeus, Woman with the issue of blood, even blind Bartimaeus
()Example of Great men and Women of GOD who found favour with GOD
	Noah (Gen 6v8)
	Esther (Esther 2 v9,15-16
	Samuel (1 Samuel 2:26 And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also with men.

	Abraham(Gen 12 v1-4), Gen 18v3
	Mary (Luke 1 v28): Greeting, you are highly favoured
	Job 10:12 Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my spirit.

	Moses (Ex 33 12-14)Teach me your ways so that I may continue to favour with THEE….I will give you rest.
	David(Act 7 45-46)
	

	Joseph(Ex 39v5-6, 21)
	Isaac (Gen 26 v 1-6, 12-13)
	

	Daniel (Dan 1 v9)
	
	


  (None of the great men and women in the Bible operated by strength, so don’t even try!
(2) The Secret of King David’s success in being a man after GOD’s heart

David was so successful  and has a name that will last forever because he understood the following key principles that the Church today need to learn today:
  Make up your mind/understand that it is only GOD that can help you to progress

(Ps 127 v 1-2 

         v1: Except the LORD builds the house, its builders labour in vain – the LORD builds vs men labour in vain
               Except the LORD watches over a city or over you, the watchmen stand guard in vain – again the LORD 
watches over the city (and you) and the watchmen are just standing around in vain.

       v2: David realised that without GOD, it is in vain that you rise early and stay up late – toiling for food to eat
           because GOD grants sleep/rest to those HE loves ……..those in GOD’s favour will have rest while others are toiling!

( Without GOD helping you, you can have hundred jobs and still be broke!    
(Making plans without GOD is a total waste of time  - don’t say I will do this/that … say GOD-willing(Jam 4v13-17)

 Understand  that it is only GOD that can turn your situation around

Ps 126 v1-6:
 v1: When the LORD turned the captivity of Zion we were like them the dreamed. It is only the LORD that turned any situation around
Understand  that every good thing comes from GOD alone 

  (Ps 16v1-2): I have nothing good apart from YOU GOD

   James 1 v16: Don’t be deceived (thinking that you are in charge) because every good and perfect gift is from above   and comes down from GOD

( Even unbelievers doing good are just manifesting a bit of the GOD-nature in them

(3) How do  DIVINE favour  work with human effort? 

(Walking in Divine favour is like driving a car

You have to be in the car

You have to obey the principles of the car

You make your small effort and you begin to harness the power of the car which has several effects
· You are carried by the car and you can even carry others

· The impossible becomes possible

· Your power is exchanged/transformed into a higher power and you are able to accomplish multiple tasks with the same effort

· Things happen faster

· You experience protection from rain etc

· You experience all round well-being

(4) How to enter into DIVINE favour

Key narrative: Luke 19 v 1-9

  v1: JESUS was passing through Jericho – HE didn’t come for Zacchaeus

 v2: Zacchaeus a chief tax collector was wealthy(not just rich)  but he wanted to see JESUS
v3: Zacchaeus has a physical limitation and he overcame it.
v3-4: This wealthy man ran ahead  and climbed a sycamore tree to see JESUS. His action showed how he   valued JESUS and he was willing to do anything (a wealthy man climbing a tree) to see HIM.

  (Today when some people feel that they are rich, they expect you to beg them to come to church or for  
GOD to beg them to worship HIM.
v5: JESUS looked up and saw Zacchaeus and called him

v6: Zacchaeus gladly welcomed JESUS

v7-9: GOD’s favours should lead to repentance and salvation

(5) 2nd Narrative: The choosing of David to become the King of Israel

1 Sam 16 v1 -14

v1: GOD can choose and reject people – only HIM decides who to favour, not your education, connections, age etc

v1: GOD chooses people from among many

v3: Those chosen for favour have to be ready to sacrifice

v4: Those chosen for favour must have reverential fear of GOD

v5: Those chosen MUST be sanctified

v6: Man looks at the appearance but GOD sees the heart – is your heart right?

v11: Age is not important to GOD, HE can use both young and old

v12: GOD values the chosen. Samuel the great prophet will not sit until a ruddy young David comes

v12-13: Regardless of being chosen, the  you MUST have the ANOINTING to be effective for GOD

v14: Any leader operating without the ANOINTING  is in serious problem 

(6) ACTIVATING GOD’s favour in our life

DIVINE Favour received  - vs-   DIVINE Favour to be received

(What do we do with the DIVINE favour already received?

Count your blessings and name them one by one – take a  minute to thank GOD for past mercies received
DIVINE favour received

· Salvation
· Life

· Functioning of every part of your body 

· Protection from the evil one

· Provision

· Promotions  etc
Are we affecting others positively with the favours we are receiving or is it always all about us?

· Matt 5 v7: Say that the blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy

Let’s now deal with the topic of activating GOD’s favour in our lives:
Activating the favour of GOD is similar to cashing in on the cheques that JESUS had already written on the cross

Eph 4 v7: 

But unto everyone of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of CHRIST

 Grace was given to each of us individually but in different ways in proportion to the measure of CHRIST’s rich and bounteous gift (AMP)

-The story of a woman who had  her father’s  will hanging on a wall while going broke.

 Key Narrative      Story of the Ten Lepers (Luke 17 v11-17)
 i.  Be grateful – the story of the 10 lepers
ii. Confess GOD’s favour – let your speech proclaim the favour of GOD (Rom 4 v17)
               -Begin to call into being those things that are not – as a child of GOD
                  “For the world seeing is believing but for a true child of GOD, believing is seeing”
                  Pastor Yong Cho’s story of the woman looking for a child
iii Believe and obey completely  the Word of GOD
             -A lot of us are suffering due to partial obedience to the Word of GOD (King Saul, 1 Sam 15v1-3, v9-11)
-Obedience is like a chain on a bike – one broken link and the rest is useless
iv. Stop living by sight but by faith so as to please GOD (Heb 11 v6)
 In Genesis 18 v 11, the Bible says that the natural laws has already consigned Sarah to the hopeless/impossible category. If Sarah was alive today, no doctor will tell you that she will ever bear a child. So quit following what people say or what the eye can see. No wonder the LORD (who made the natural) laws asked in verse  13 -14  “whether there is anything too hard for HIM to do?
v. Act as someone who is favoured – story of the eagle that grew among chickens

-Begin to assume your position – begin to picture your bright future

-Stop painting gloomy pictures for yourself – to avoid calling into being things that are not

vi. ( Having a spirit of praise – Daddy GO says that when praying and fasting fails, then try praise(Mary’s soul rejoices in Luke 1 v46-47)
GOD’s favour arouses jealousy but it will also protect us (GOD’s favour is a shield Ps 5 v12)
vii.  Have a positive attitude – the best way to know the future is to create it now.
viii (The favour of GOD helps to activate/turn any common gift in one’s life into a gem. For example in the case of Joseph(Gen 41v1-4, v14-15)  interpretation of dreams is not worth that much until GOD stepped-in and made it the most sought after need – which catapulted Joseph to the throne.

ix. Wait for GOD’s time – after all GOD did put you here and only HIM can decide when it is best to advance you (GOD led the Israelites by the pillar of cloud by day and by pillar of fire by night). The people have to wait for GOD’s go-ahead order although most of them already know where they are going !
Joseph had to wait 12 years!

Moses had to wait another 40 years! (Ex 7 v7, He was 80 yrs)
Israel had to wait 40 years to enter into the promise land

Abraham was 100 years when Isaac was born! (Gen 21 v5)
Israel had to wait for 400 years!

x.  Remove offence from your life – so as not to block the favour of GOD (eg JESUS and Joseph)

xi.  (To hasten your miracle means you have to press forward/be persistent

-The story of the unjust judge

-The woman with the issue of blood

Daddy GO says that every prayer can be answered

xii. Be humble because GOD resists the proud (Mary saw her lowly estate Luke 1 v 46-48)
Summary

As we allow the full nature of GOD to manifest in our lives, we will definitely begin to attract GOD’s favour because deep calls to deep (Ps 42v7). The more we sink deeper into obedience, humility, love and faith –as the LORD commanded us, we will no doubt begin to be noticed by our FATHER in Heaven. Obedience to the Word of GOD singles us out for GOD’s favour.

· Never lean on man  (Prov 25 v19: Like a broken tooth is leaning on unfaithful men)

· Never add lies/use unholy tactics in your pursuit (Jem 7v 8-11)

· Be happy and shame the devil: You must count your blessings and decide to be happy as :

               1 Tim 6 v6 -10

                  V6: GODliness with contentment is great gain

                  V7: We brought nothing into the world

                  V9: Pursuit of riches can be used as a trap by the enemy
(You MUST come  to a point where GOD is truly your all in all
             --------- May GOD bless you as you keep HIS Word  ---------------

                                                      Amen
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