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     The Light Shines in Darkness.
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
- 225 West Main Street – Laurens, SC 29360   -   epiphany@backroads.net

www.epiphanyoflaurens.org 
                                                                                             Church – 864-984-7000
The mission of Church of the Epiphany is to celebrate the light of Christ, proclaim the Gospel, deepen our faith, nurture and encourage all people.
A MESSAGE FROM FATHER PAUL

My Dear Sisters and Brothers,

As we near the mid-point of our 40-day Lenten observance, I find myself turning over and over again in my mind that poignant moment when Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do you say I am?” and Peter answers, “The Messiah of God” (Mark 8.29, 30). Jesus, with a premonition that his ministry, which has brought him into grave conflict with both secular and religious authorities, will lead to his death, desires, is desperate to know whether his followers know who he is and, in that knowledge, whether they are willing to continue to follow him.

 It seems to me to be funny, not hilarious, but rather ironic how over time, indeed, two millennia, that we humans, though having conferred and continuing to call Jesus by many grand titles – “Messiah”, “Lord”, “Savior”, “Redeemer” – without conscious thought or intention, can reduce his status, lessen his importance, and dismiss him from the center of our lives.

Daily, as I contemplate and, thus, rehearse and refresh Ash Wednesday’s summons to “self-examination and repentance” (The Book of Common Prayer, page 265), I ask myself, I ask you: What would it look like, indeed, who would we be and become if, daily and moment by moment during each day, we considered and acted on his command to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him? (Mark 8.34).

Father Paul
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DOWNTOWN LAURENS LENTEN LUNCH AND STUDY
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON
February 28 and March 7: First Baptist

March 14 and 21: First Presbyterian

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
JOINT LENTEN SERVICES WITH ALL SAINTS’ CLINTON

WEDNESDAYS AT 6 PM
March 7: All Saints’
March 14: Epiphany
March 21: All Saints”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOLY WEEK SERVICES



Monday-Wednesday, March 26-28:  Evening Prayer, 7 PM



Maundy Thursday, March 29:  Holy Eucharist with Stripping of the Altar, 7 PM



Good Friday, March 30:  The Good Friday Liturgy, 12 Noon.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BACKPACK MINISTRY UPDATE
Discussions are underway with the four partnering churches to see if there is a way we can cooperatively provide backpacks to more students next year.  At Ford Elementary, the counselor has identified over fifty children who would greatly benefit from the backpack program.  Even providing for twenty students places a strain on our small congregation.  It has been suggested that we tie in with Harvest Hope in Greenville which would cost $7.50 per backpack.  Other ideas from the February 27 meeting were to encourage more churches to participate and to have a central location for food items to try to enlarge the ministry to include all elementary schools in District 55.  Another idea discussed was to seek grant funds to be able to meet the needs of more students.  Any ideas, suggestions, comments would be welcomed.
We have a little over three months of school remaining.  Our next date to fill backpacks will be Sunday, March 18.  Now is the time to be particularly aware of the expiration or use by dates on packages.  When shopping, please remember these children and if possible pick up food for twenty children.  If you would prefer to make a donation, please make your check payable to Church of the Epiphany and write “backpacks” on the memo line.  Thanks to everyone who has previously helped with this community outreach ministry.  If any questions, please contact Connie Daniels.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES



Mar.  1:

Martha Ann Monroe



Mar. 13:

Thomas Hellams



Mar. 14:

Caroline Smith



Mar. 18:

Helen Atwood



Mar. 26:

Katelynn Lowe (granddaughter of Lorri Roughton)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MARCH USHER AND NURSERY SCHEDULE



Mar.  4:

John Womack

Harriet Barksdale



Mar. 11:

Reid Cox

Linda Barksdale



Mar. 18:

John Womack

Base Smith



Mar. 25:

Reid Cox

Sarah Daniels

UNITED THANK OFFERING
2017 was the 125th anniversary of the United Thank Offering.  In 2017, the Church of the Epiphany contributed $77.15 to the United Thank Offering Ingatherings.  The total UTO Grants for 2018 will be $28,021.15.

FROM THE TREASURER

For 2017, the average contribution to the Church of the Epiphany was $2,067.00.  There were three contributions over $5,000, sixteen between $1,000 and $5,000, and sixteen under $1,000.

The Oyster Roast results were:  Eighty Tickets sold totaling $3,210,00; Expenses totaled $1,128.60; with the net profit being $2,081.40.
Pancake Supper results:  Donations received were $235; Expenses totaled $95.44; with the net profit being $139.66.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE EPIPHANY STAR TO BILL COOPER, MTHAPPY@PRTCNET.COM OR CALL 864-969-2707.  PLEASE LET ME NOW OF ADDITIONAL BIRTHDAYS OR ANNIVERSARIES THE NEED TO BE INCLUDED.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
VISIT MISS LUCY’S GARDEN BLOG AT WWW.GARDENEPIPHANY.WORDPRESS.COM
