
Relevant Portions of 
MN Statute 5.15 

 

5.15 ONLINE SIGNATURES, 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OR NOTARIZATION ON 
DOCUMENTS; PENALTIES OF PERJURY. 
 

(a) No document submitted to the Office of the 
Secretary of State shall be required to be notarized. 
Signing a document submitted to the secretary of state 
constitutes "acknowledgment" as defined in 
section 358.52, subdivision 2, and "verification upon 
oath or affirmation" as defined in section 358.52, 
subdivision 3. A person who signs a document 
submitted to the secretary of state without authority to 
sign that document or who signs the document 
knowing that the document is false in any material 
respect is subject to the penalties of perjury set forth 
in section 609.48. 
 
  

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/358.52#stat.358.52.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/358.52
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/609.48


RELEVANT PROVISIONS of  
MN Statute 609.48 PERJURY 

	
Subdivision	1.	Acts	constituting.	
Whoever makes a false material statement not believing it to be true 

in any of the following cases is guilty of perjury and may be sentenced 
as provided in subdivision 4: 

(1) in or for an action, hearing or proceeding of any kind in which the statement is 
required or authorized by law to be made under oath or affirmation; 

(2) in any writing which is required or authorized by law to be under oath or 
affirmation; 

or 
(5) in any other case in which the penalties for perjury are imposed by law and no 

specific sentence is otherwise provided. 
Subd.	2.	Defenses	not	available.	
It is not a defense to a violation of this section that: 
(1) the oath or affirmation was taken or administered in an irregular manner; or 
(2) the declarant was not competent to give the statement; or 
(3) the declarant did not know that the statement was material or believed it to be 

immaterial; 
Subd.	3.	Inconsistent	statements.	
When the declarant has made two inconsistent statements under such circumstances that 

one or the other must be false and not believed by the declarant when made, it shall be 
sufficient for conviction under this section to charge and the jury to find that, without 
determining which, one or the other of such statements was false and not believed by the 
declarant. The period of limitations for prosecution under this subdivision runs from the first 
such statement. 

Subd.	4.	Sentence.	
Whoever violates this section may be sentenced as follows: 
(2) in all other cases, to imprisonment for not more than five years or to payment 

of a fine of not more than $10,000, or both. 
 


