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Chartered 
15 April, 1995 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

• Message from the CD 

• District News 

• National News 

• Our Mission Statement  

• Birthdays & Stuff 

• Ride Calendar  

• Announcements  

• Event Flyers  

 

           ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 

• SNAPSHOTS—The Year in 
Review 

• Chapter L Funnies 

Chapter Directors: Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas        
wingernut93@aol.com      lorriemthomas@aol.com      
Dan’s Cell 757-343-1783    Lorrie’s Cell 954-599-5178 

Beginning in January, we will meet the 4th Tuesday of each 
month  at The Golden Corral, 101 Volvo Pkwy, Chesapeake, VA 
23320. Our meet, greet and eat—begins at 6pm, our gathering 
begins at 7pm.  We invite you to come out and have fun with us 

 
2021 Road Warrior Awards          January: Lorrie Thomas 

February: Rolled Over 
March:  Paula Dignan 
April:  Madonna Elliott 
May:  Paul Bricker 
June:  Dan Clark 
July:  Dan Clark 
August: Lorrie Thomas 
September: Lorrie Thomas 
October: Lorrie Thomas 
November:  Paul Bricker 

           December: No Gathering 
 

 

 Gold Wing Road Riders Association   
              GWRRA’s Motto is…  
 Friends for Fun, Safety and  Knowledge 
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Starting in September 2021, Karen Bottoni, your Newsletter Editor will hide 3 random 

Chapter L Membership numbers somewhere in the newsletter. She will spin the wheel 

three times and a membership number will appear.  If you locate your membership 

number, please notify Karen, kbottoni@gmail.com, tell her what page and where you 

found it.  Then attend the next Chapter gathering and get your reward. 

Where will you find your membership number? 

Look in the margins, Read the Articles, read the special event inserts, along the 

margins, along the headers, footers, anywhere and everywhere in the Newsletter is fair 

game. It’s not going to be too hard, but it will not be too easy either.  

Only two special Rules: 

1.  Chapter-L Team Members are ineligible to participate. 

2.  All other members eligible and must attend the Gathering during the month of the                  

newsletter to receive your reward. Must get with the MEC by 7pm start of the meeting. 

Disclaimer:  The numbers on this picker wheel do not count as finding your number! 

pickerwheel.com 
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The end of December is closing in quickly and as I sit to write this article, I reflect on the past year 
and the Chapter, where have we gone and done and where are we with membership and                     
participation? 

We have participated in many rides and gone to several rallies, including Tennessee Rally, Wing 
Ding, and Lorrie and I attended the Ohio Rally. We also went to the North Carolina Rally, Wings 
over the Smokies. A fun time was had at each event, and we have also enjoyed ourselves at Chapter 
events and Gatherings. 

We held our own Chapter event this year and although it was a lot of work putting this together, 
many that attended enjoyed themselves. The rider challenge we put together was well received. 
Even the State Police Motorcycle brigade enjoyed the course. 

We unfortunately have lost a few members but have joyfully gained a few. One thing that the      
Association is advocating for 2022 is Membership Recruitment and Retention. To keep our Chapter 
healthy and strong, we must make get togethers fun, make rides fun and ride to places our       
Members want to attend. Without our Members there will be no Chapter. We need each and      
everyone’s involvement and suggestions for rides and events.  

We will be scheduling Motorist Awareness events throughout the next year in hopes of making the 
public more aware of our existence on the roads and in hopes of also recruiting some new        
Members. We need you to assist once we get a list of venues. 

In closing I want to thank the Chapter Team for all their hard work throughout this past year. I 
want to thank the Members for being a part of this great Association and the opportunity to serve 
as your Chapter Director. You, the Members are the backbone of this Chapter and the Association. 
Thank you for all you do, as well.  

I want to wish everyone in the Chapter, new and old a very Merry Christmas and wishes for a     
happy, healthy, and prosperous New year. 

 

Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 

Chapter Directors, Va-L  

Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 
Chapter Directors 

wingernut93@aol.com 

Dan cell (757) 343-1783 

Lorrie cell (954) 599-5178 

 

Chapter  
Directors 
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No Elf on the Shelf.  

We have a Gnomie at the Homie. 

 

 

 

 

 

We had this tradition in my house, growing up, where we would play the song Tradition from Fiddler on the 

Roof while decorating the Christmas Tree. Although a little unorthodox, it may have been because my family 
was both Christian and Jewish. But the message was clear. Traditions are important. They can be the glue that 
holds groups (and families) together. 

If you subscribe to the District Facebook account, GWRRA VA District, you would have seen the adventures 
of VAL, the Chapter Va-L mascot. He was gnome-napped during Rally in the Valley. His adventures included 
laying drunk on the sand at the beach, being photographed as the catch of the day, traveling in space aboard 
the Dragon, visiting the sick and infirmed, sitting aloft as the heralded VIP he is at RITV, attending a parade 
in support of our troops and visiting the Pitts family. The tradition of capturing or mascot-napping is a long 
and documented part of the history of GWRRA. The ransom required is usually a visit from the mascot’s 
Chapter to the Chapter having custody of said mascot. Of course, the visited Chapter better keep an eye on 
their mascot during the visit. 

We also have a traveling plaque. When visiting, Members usually including the Chapter’s Couple of the Year, 
visit the Chapter in possession of the plaque, a name of the visiting Chapters is drawn, and the winner takes it 
back to their home Chapter to wait for a visit to their next gathering to pass it on. We stopped this tradition 
when rules got a bit too restrictive. Let’s loosen up the rules and bring the tradition back! 

Ahhh, Couple of the Year. Recognizing someone in your Chapter who is fun to be around, engaging, helpful 
and deserving of a pat on the back is another cool tradition. This tradition may have gotten a bit muddled 
with expectations connected to it that were not actually required. Talk to Dennis and Phyliss Easton, District 
COY Coordinators, about the program. Being a Couple of the Year certainly has its benefits for the Couple 
and the Chapter. 

Chapter Visits went the way of the dinosaur when Covid hit. Time to bring them back. Each Chapter had pin 
banners to sell to Members who visited. The District has a supply of the head pins to hang them from and 
banners with the names of each Chapter. It was once a source of pride to have visited every Chapter.  

When we speak of growing Chapters and retaining the Members, I hear grumbles of ‘nobody rides anymore’ 
or ‘we are all getting too old.’ None of this is relevant if we enjoy being together making memories and        
celebrating traditions. The new folks we bring in,  showing them the fun we have in addition to riding, will 
give us the rich new life blood we need. We will talk more about this at the OPS meeting in January. 

Until then, Dan and I, along with the District Team, wish you the happiest of holidays and a healthy New 
Year. 

Virginia District Directors             Lorrie Thomas & Dan Clark 

 

District 

 



 7 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ISSUE 12    December 2021 

 

National 

148149 
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Respect all motorcycle riders and motorists 
Inspire members to participate in the Levels Program.  
Dedicated towards providing a family atmosphere so everyone has fun.  
Educate our members about new innovations regarding riding, safety, and about GWRRA. 
&  
Give back to the community, resulting in a positive image of motorcyclists.  
Relax, and enjoy the ride!  
Offer assistance and encourage participation by all members.  
Work with members by assisting them in achieving their goals.  
 
So, what are we really saying…  
 
We don’t discriminate; all types of motorcycles are welcome. If your friends are looking for a 
group to ride with, that believes in and practices safety, we are that group. Respect drivers by   
being courteous with our lights and riding style. 

We want all our members to participate in the Rider Education (Levels) program. The Levels 
Program allows members to advance from Level 1 (Committed to Safety) to Level 4 (Safety By 
Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness), also known as Master Tour Rider. As our members 
gain experience and miles, we inspire them to advance to the next level.  

We are a family association; we are dedicated to providing a fun and friendly atmosphere to 
members and visitors of  all ages. We strive to make every event fun. 

Chapter L is dedicated to educating our members and visitors about motorcycling. We do this 
by having training provided by certified trainers that have graduated from Gold Wing             
University. We educate members about riding alone, with a co-rider, and in a group. We         
educate on riding as a team, pulling trailers, crash scene response, leadership, fun events,      
advances in motorcycling, and much more. Our trainers are evaluated by senior trainers to    
ensure they remain up-to-date regarding motorcycling. 

Not all motorcyclists are the same; we strive to present a positive image to the public. We      
inform the public about what our association stands for; Friends, Fun, Safety, & Knowledge. We 
are a part of the community and want the community to be a part of us. 

Have fun and enjoy riding with Chapter L. We want all of our riders to relax and enjoy the ride 
while being among friends that share your passion… riding. 

It takes everyone to make the Chapter successful. But what is the definition of successful?    
Successful means the Chapter is fun. Successful means the Chapter rides a multitude of routes  
with varying distances. Successful means people want the Chapter to thrive. Successful means 
people ask “what can I do to help…” Successful means our membership thrives. In other 
words, we cannot be successful without you. Participation from all members results in the 
Chapter   being successful. 

Have you achieved your goals you’ve set? Regardless whether your goals involve motorcycling 
or are professional, chances are, there is someone in the Chapter that wants to assist you in      
achieving your goals. Our goal is to assist you in achieving your goal.   

          

Our Mission Statement: RIDE & GROW  

Our Motto:  RIDE and GROW with VA-L 
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 Birthdays, Anniversaries, & Other Information 

December Birthdays  

Karen Bottoni — 12/11 

Debbie Mandigo —12/8 

Dan Clark—12/28 

 

           December  Anniversaries: 

  
Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas —12/15 

Karen bottoni & Debbie Mandigo—12/11 
Bob & Jan Gunter—12/19 

 

Helpful information for members 

To get Chapter, District, and National patches for your vest, contact our Chapter Treasurer,   
Will Conrad.   
For things you might typically pick up at a Rally, but don’t want to wait until the next one 
comes around: 
- Chapter Shirts/Rider Ed patches:  See the Chapter Directors; Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas 
• Name Tags:  www.ThEngraver.com (take note of spelling—only 1 ‘e’ at beginning 
• Vests & sewing patches:  
 - Perfect Fit Alterations, 357 Johnstown Rd, Chesapeake. They also do vest embroidery 

 - The Leather Arts Store at 415 N. Military Highway, Suite 13. Ask for the owner, Dennis 
• Embroidery & Name Tags:  Nancy Harbison Uniforms & Tailoring at 479 South Lynnhaven Road, 

Virginia Beach (463-3241) 

 

These are by no means the only place to get your desired items, just the ones that seem to 
be used the most by local chapters. 

     

     

December GWRRA Anniversaries: 

Katheryn Hunter—20 years 
Keith & Carol Lindgren—35 years 

Joe & Trish Daniel—1 year 
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Gathering & Ride Calendar   

          Check out our website to see the latest updates to our calendar https://gwrraval.org/  

 

Date Chapter/Type Event 

Dec 4 NC-E2 Elizabeth City Christmas Parade. We will depart from 

Hardee's located at 865 George Washington Hwy in Chesa-

peake at 2:00 pm. Staging starts at 3pm and the parade 

starts at 5pm. Bring decorations to decorate your bikes. We 

cannot throw candy to the kids on the street.  

Dec 11 

 

L Reindeer Rally Running Event at Mount Trashmore.         

This is a Motorist Awareness Event for the Chapter to make 

the non riding public aware of our existence on the road. 

We must be set up by 7:30 am. Come out and help.   

Dec 18 L Chapter Christmas Party,  The Black Pelican, 1625 Ring Rd, 

Chesapeake, VA 12-3pm (near Greenbrier Mall)   

Dec 25 Holiday Christmas 

Jan 1 L New Years Lunch Ride. Come join your Chapter for the first 

ride of the year. We will take our first ride to Coinjock Ma-

rina for lunch. We will depart from Hardee's located at 865 

George Washington Hwy at 11:00 am and should arrive by 

noon.   

Jan 14-15 VA Annual Operations (OPS) meeting, Comfort Inn,                  

Monticello, VA 

Jan 25 L Chapter L Gathering, The Golden Corral,  101 Volvo Pkwy, 

Chesapeake, VA.      Eat at 6pm     Meet 7pm 

Feb 18-20 VA Wingless Weekend in Williamsburg, Doubletree by Hilton 

Feb 21 Holiday President’s Day 

Feb 22 L Chapter L Gathering, The Golden Corral,  101 Volvo Pkwy,  

https://gwrraval.org/
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Announcements 

                                                                                                                           

 Anyone interested in becoming a Medic First Aid instructor should 
contact Lorrie Thomas at lorriethomas@aol.com.  This class will be in 
January and will take two days for completion.  They are hoping to 
conduct this class in Virginia depending on  interest. 

 The Chapter will be having our Christmas party on December 18th. 
We will be going to The Black Pelican 1625 Ring Road at Greenbrier 
Mall area. The party will start at noon and last till about 3:00 pm. The 
Chapter will be paying $20.00 per person towards each Members 
bill.  We will also be having a Chinese gift exchange and we ask that if 
you bring a gift that it be a man gift for men and a woman gift for 
women. The limit is set for $20.00 per gift and please, no gag gifts.  
We are limited to 42 people in attendance, so please RSVP no later 
than 5 December. We do need to limit this also to Chapter members 
only with single members being allowed one guest. We currently have 
16 reservations, please get your RSVP's to Dan Clark at                
wingernut93@aol.com or 757-343-1783 as soon as possible.  
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409235-01 
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MEC games—Blow Q–Tips into bowl challenge 

 

 

 

 

Chapter L Gathering 
 November 23, 2021 

S N A P S H O T S 

Paul won Ride Pot Carm won custody of VAL  

Russ Eley III Receives his Level 3 Patch 

Conrad being by arrested by GPS for Gnome Abandonment 

Debbie won the Door Prize Keith Carol won 50/50 

Will Conrad Receives his Level 4 Patch 
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January Gathering via Zoom 

 

 

 

S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

15 Chapter L members called in for the January Zoom gathering: Dan Clark & Lorrie Thomas,    

Karen Bottoni & Debbie Mandigo, Joe & Trish Daniel, Dennis & Phyliss Easton, Jeff Stobie, Keith 

Lindgren, Terry Elliott, Will Conrad, Paula Dignan, Keith Herchenroder, Doug Gilliam 

• Karen won the scavenger hunt game 

• Lorrie  won the ride pot $38 
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   Medic First Aid Class 
    February 

S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

   District Ops Meeting 
    February 

   Gathering 
    February 
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   Poppy’s Top Dog Lunch Ride 
                                   March 

S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

287439 

          Adopt-A-Spot Cleanup  
          March  

   Gathering 
   March 
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   Bike Clinic at Dan & Lorrie’s 

                   April 

S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

          TRC Range Class  
          April  

          TN Rally “Spring Fling”   
          April  

   Gathering 
   April 
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S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

   Bodie Island Light  
  May 

          Chapter L Rodeo & Safety Event  
          May  
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S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

          Lunch Ride to Deadwood  
          May  

          Chapter Gathering  
          May  
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S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

          Virginia SE District Ride  
          June  

     Ice Cream Ride 
    The Yard Milkshake Bar 

    June  
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   Wing Ding 
    July 

 

 

 

     

S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

          Chapter Gathering  
          June  
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S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

          Chapter Gathering  
       July  

     Road Captain Course  
      July  
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S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

          Virginia SW District Ride  
          August  

      Lunch at Uncle Al’s Hot Dog Restaurant 
     August  



 33 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ISSUE 12    December 2021 

 

 

 

     

S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

VA-C Fall Sprawl 
 September  

               All Chapter Picnic 
September  

      Ride to Weems & Warsaw, VA 
     September  
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S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

   Chapter Gathering 
    September  
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S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

Chapter Gathering 
 October 

   Rally in The Valley 
  October  
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S N A P S H O T S 
   The Year in Review 

2021 

   Chapter Dinner at El Puente 
  November  
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Did You Know? 

www.did-you-knows.com 
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Word Search  
 

You can find the words in the grid by looking Diagonal, Forward, Backward, Up, and Down.   

Circle them with a pencil or use a marker to highlight the letters. But most of all HAVE FUN!!!  

Answers: http://www.whenwewordsearch.com/word_search/christmas/4384/word_search_hints.jsp 

 

Theme: Christmas 

http://www.whenwewordsearch.com/word_search/christmas/4384/word_search_hints.jsp
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Chapter-L Christmas Funnies  
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                               https://gwrraval.org/ 

Chapter Team Members 

POSITION NAME EMAIL 

CHAPTER DIRECTORS DAN CLARK 

Dan cell: (757) 343-1783 

LORRIE THOMAS 

Lorrie Cell: (954) 599-5178 

wingernut93@aol.com 

lorriemthomas@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT DENNIS & PHYLISS EASTON eastondm@cox.net 

TREASURER WILL CONRAD will38@cox.net 

RIDE COORDINATOR DAN CLARK wingernut93@aol.com 

CHAPTER SKILLS ENHANCE-

MENT ADVISOR (CSEA) 

KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

EVENT COORDINATOR VACANT  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER KAREN BOTTONI kbottoni@gmail.com 

SECRETARY DEBBIE MANDIGO dsteamn@gmail.com 

GREETER PAULA DIGNAN shortyd2@cox.net 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE KARLA DOBBINS karla_cowboys@yahoo.com 

https://gwrraval.org/
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https://www.gwrravadistrict.com/ 

http://gwrra.org/ 

Team GWRRA 

POSITION NAME PHONE E-MAIL 

District Director Lorrie Thomas 

Dan Clark 

954-599-5178 

757-343-1783 

lorriemthomas@aol.com 

wingernut93@aol.com 

Asst. DD West Wayne & Kathy Whitworth 540-875-8064 wayne69997@yahoo.com 

Asst. DD North Vacant   

District Couple of the Year Dennis & Phyliss Easton 757-636-1023 eastondm@cox.net 

District Educator Vacant   

Asst. District Educator Bob Beltz 757-869-8277 beltzb@cox.net 

Asst. District Educator Gordon Combs 540-840-0394 gorcom@msn.com 

District University Coordinator Vacant   

CPR/MFA Coordinator Vacant   

District Membership Enhancement Dave & Randi Green 757-870-7282 davenrand@cox.net 

Asst. Membership Enhancement Ann Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com 

District Web Master Fritz Sassine 804-938-9183 fritz.sassine@gmail.com 

District Event Photographer Jim Peterson 703-583-1655 nativepeterson12@gmail.com 

District Special Events Coord. Dave Hotaling 

Robin Hotaling 

 

646-406-1200 

davidsgoldwing02@gmail.com 

rah889195@yahoo.com 

District Rally Vendor Coord. Linda Carlyle 804-652-9520 lindaredwing05@verizon.net 

District Treasurer Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com 

Virginia District Team 

Jere and Sherry Goodman Directors of GWRRA JereGood@aol.com 

Bob and Nan Shrader Director's Assistant floridadd@msn.com 

Tom and Renee Wasluck Director's Assistant tom.renee11@gmail.com 

John & Shawn Irons Director's Assistant ironsline3414@gmail.com 

Kevin Bramhoff & Karin Young Director's Assistant director@gwrra-nwc.com 

Frank and Sharon Jackson Director’s Assistant frankj64155@yahoo.com 

Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark Director of the University lorriemthomas@aol.com 

Dan and Mary Costello Directors of Membership Enhancement mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com 

James & Freida Clayson Directors of Motorist Awareness james.clayson@gmail.com 

Randall and Janet Drake Director of Finance financedirector@gwrra.org 

Susan & George Huttman Directors of Rider Ed director-re@gwrra.org 

Allesandro Boveri & Mariarosa Bruzzone Directors Overseas alboveri@gmail.com 

https://www.gwrravadistrict.com/
http://gwrra.org/
mailto:JereGood@aol.com
mailto:director@gwrra-nwc.com
mailto:mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com
mailto:james.clayson@gmail.com
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Virginia Chapters 

Great American 
Buffet 

8365 Sudley Rd 
11am 

The Golden Corral 
101 Volvo Parkway 
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The Golden Corral Buffet & Grill 

101 Volvo Parkway, Chesapeake, 

VA 23320 

(757) 549-2819 

www.goldencorral.com 

Please come and join us!  

 
Other local gatherings 

• Chapter C-Hampton/Newport News: 2nd Sunday each month, 5pm.  IHOP at 15447 Warwick Blvd in Newport 

News 

• Chapter NC-E2-Elizabeth City, NC: 3rd Thursday each month, 7pm.  The Villa at 846 Halstead Ave in         

Elizabeth City, NC 


